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Target: R25 million
Donations to date 
including expenditure Are you looking 

for a tranquil place 
to spend time with God 

or a venue for your retreat?

Why not try the Mother of Mercy Shrine 
in the Magaliesburg. 

Conference rooms, accommodation and  
breakfast are available throughout the year. 

For bookings contact
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde 072 918 6192

nkosinathimichael@ymail.com
Themba Nkomo 

083 585 5813

Justice & Peace
1233 Pastoral care

Catholic schools are among 
the very best as a group of 
schools in their achieve-

ments in the final examinations.
The Catholic schools in the 

Archdioceses of Johannesburg and 
Pretoria have great pleasure in 
congratulating the students in 
these schools, who have once 
again done exceptionally well in 
their final year examinations. We 
thank all these students for 
working so hard to make sure they 
place themselves in the best 
possible position to launch their 
future careers. Many parents have 
sacrificed much to help their 
children to achieve their fullest 
potential.

Matric results tend to bring out 
the statisticians who analyse these 
results. 

Truthfully, it is one way in 
which we can make sense of the 
teaching and learning over the 
many years in our schools. 

There are 31 Catholic schools 

that offer education to Grade 12 
students. Eighteen offer the IEB 
examinations and 13 write the 
national senior certificate. 

This gives us a unique insight 
into both examination systems. 
Furthermore, it is important to 
note that four of the schools are 
referred to as public schools on 
private property, which frequently 
battle economic hardships.

There was a total of 1 964 
students who wrote the exams. 
This number is slightly down on 
previous years and tends to 
suggest that economic difficulties 
have also affected many of the 
independent schools. 

Despite these challenges, the 
overall pass rate for all the 
Catholic schools in our 
Archdiocese was 98,5%, of which 
83% are able to go to university 
if they choose to. The group 
recorded 2 455 distinctions which 
translates to 1, 3 distinctions per 
pupil. Obviously, that is an 

inappropriate use of statistics as 
many of the students recorded 
multiple distinctions. All these 
students who achieved more, are 
to be congratulated on their 
individual achievements.

Of noteworthy importance is 
that 19 of these schools recorded 
100% pass rates and three schools 
recorded 100% bachelor passes. 
This is an amazing achievement.

The recorded statistics show 
that these results are a trend that is 
maintained year-upon-year.

Indeed, it is a matter of pride 
that Catholic schools are among 
the very best as a group of schools 
in their achievements in the final 
examinations.

We also need to acknowledge, 
as can be seen from the statistics, 
that not everyone passed. We 
reach out to that small group of 
students and their families. We 
know that the individual schools 
will offer them the support they 
need.

A critical point that needs to be 
made is that these results are not 
as a result of last-minute efforts 
and cram classes in the last year 
of the students’ lives.

Continued on page 6.

Open letter
from the Vocations Department

Dear young people of the Archdiocese of Johannesburg,
Do you think you are called to serve as a Catholic priest in 
the Archdiocese?
Do you think you are called to serve as a priest in a 
religious order?
Are you considering a vocation to the Catholic priesthood  
or religious life?
Do you think you have a calling to become a nun/sister?

If yes, the Vocations Department of the Archdiocese would 
like to invite you to the monthly vocations workshops for 
2020, which will take place every last Sunday of the month 
at the Cathedral from 9am to 2pm.

Those who are in grades 10 to 12 are especially encour-
aged to attend these encounters. The workshops will be a 
joint effort of the Archdiocese and male and female religious 
congregations established within the area.

The workshop dates are:
23 February
29 March 
26 April 
03 May 
28 June
26 July 
23 August
September retreat – date to be confirmed

For further information, please contact:
Vocations Office (Chancery)
186 Nugget Street, Berea
Johannesburg
Tel: (011) 402-6400
Cell/WhatsApp: 076 889 3105
Email: vocations@catholicjhb.org.za /  

             seheri2114@gmail.com
Fr Michael Seheri

Episcopal Vicar for Vocations

The Archdiocese welcomed three new priests in December. They are  
Fr Limpho Gabriel Ogopoleng Maoela from St Paul of the Cross, Bekkersdal 
who was ordained by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale on 14 December as well  
Fr Tshepo William Duik and Fr Kgaogelo Bennet Ntsie from St Albert the 
Great, Vosloorus who were ordained by Bishop Duncan Tsoke on  
21 December.                                                                           See page 5 for more pics

Three new priests 
for the Archdiocese

Catholic schools 
amongst the best

Pastoral care

Pic: Sheldon Reddiar
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Pope’s Intentions: February
Listen to the migrants’ cries

We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, victims 
of criminal trafficking, may be heard and considered.

‘Could you not spend 
one hour with me?’

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday
Sung Chaplet of  

The Divine Mercy
Assumption Convent Chapel

Pandora Rd, Malvern.
Enquiries 074-193-0449

PATRONAL FEASTS: FEBRUARY
7th Our Lady of Graces, Heidelberg (1932)
11th Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep (1986) and Rivonia (1952)
17th Seven Holy Founders, Ratanda (1932); Servite Friars
22nd St Peter, Kagiso (1926)

CONFIRMATIONS IN FEBRUARY
Sun 23rd 08:00 St Peter Claver Pimville
Sun 23rd 08:00 St Joseph the Worker Bosmont

ORDER OF CARMELITES 
DISCALCED SECULAR

(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises  
ALL VOCATIONS…!’

(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment to JESUS  

today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity  

and Obedience…
EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
Enter The Order of Carmelites  

Discalced - Secular (ocds)
Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge  

on 083 703 2301

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and  

survival of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill

pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

Saturday, 15 February 10 am
Contact Coralie Deas

083 524 7016

Wednesday, 19 February 6.30 pm
Contact Lesley Callow

082 345 3084

Each weekly session highlights a different aspect of grief.

A 13-week Seminar – Support Programme 
designed to help you after the death of a loved one.

Two new cycles commencing February
St Charles’ Catholic Church, 35 Road No. 3, Victory Park

Sacrament of 
confirmation

Young people received the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation at Seven 

Holy Founders Ratanda on Sunday, 
3 November. The sacrament  
was administered by Bishop  

Duncan Tsoke.
Thabiso Kubheka

Confirmations 
Kempton Park

Renewal of 
baptismal vows
During the Feast of Baptism of  
the Lord, all parishioners of  
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle, were 
asked to bring their baptism  
candles. Baptismal promises,  
as well as commitment to be  
evangelists – Baptised and Sent, 
were renewed.  

Dominique Byrne

On the Feast of Baptism of the 
Lord, nine youths from St Patrick’s, 

La Rochelle were baptised after 
weeks of preparation together with 

their parents and godparents. We 
congratulate them and pray for 

them to now begin their mission as 
evangelists by their actions and 

behaviour in society. 
Dominique Byrne

Baptisms – La Rochelle

1 February 
Beginners’ Workshop

       at Our Lady of Holy Rosary 
(West Deanery)

2 and 9 February
Commissioning Sunday

at parish level 
Material available at the Catechetical 

Department

SOCIAL WORKER REQUIRED
The Catholic Women’s League 

Adoption Society
have a vacancy for a 25 to 30 

hours a week post for a registered 
social worker with 3 or more years’ 

experience in Adoption and 
Child Protection work. 

Drivers licence essential.  
E-mail CV’s to 

admin@cwladoptions.co.za

BIBLE STUDY
Starting 15 February 2020

12.00 – 4.00pm
Third Isaiah 

“The word of God is important for 
everyday living” – Pope Francis
Third Saturday of the month

Holy Family College Parktown
Contact: Sr Marie Andre SND

marieandre@telkomsa.net 
or 072 250 4944

COMMUNITY NOTICES

ROBERTSHAM
A 13-week Grief Recovery Support Group.

We will walk with you on the long path 
through grief towards healing.

Sunday 23 February  –  11:30 to 13:30
St John Bosco Catholic Church, 18 Dorchester Street, Robertsham

For more info, contact Matsie 071 801 9618

NORTHRIDING
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one?

Find help and healing on your journey of grieving the loss 
of a loved one.  Group therapy starts on Saturday 8 

February at 10am at St. John’s Catholic Church, 
Northriding.  Contact Arianna on 071 138 8401 for details.

DIVORCE CARE
Are you getting divorced?

Find help and healing for the hurt 
from separation or divorce. 

Group therapy starts on Thursday 
6 February at 7pm at St John’s 
Catholic church, Northriding.  

Contact Arianna on 071 138 8401

The confirmation of 16 candidates at Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park took 
place on 19 October. Not only was it a wonderful experience for recipients of 
the sacrament, but also for all who attended. Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
led the Mass with Fr Boniface D’ Souza, Fr Rayan Pous and Fr George Okwii 
concelebrating. They were assisted by deacons Keith McKenzie, Neelan 
Reddy and Alpheus John.                                               Pic by Chris Perumal

VICTORY PARK



adnews@catholicjhb.org.zaFebruary 2020 Volume 34 No 11 3

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Dancing in 
Church

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 

• PO Box 46876 
Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

include ritualised dance. The west-
ern mentality, however, developed 
a split between the sacred and the 
secular, the holy and the profane. 
By the early Middle Ages, 
Catholic liturgy was performed in 
an otherworldly style by clergy, 
acolytes and schola with the  
people as mere spectators. Only 
once the formal liturgy was over 
could the people begin their popu-
lar festivities outside with pag-
eants and processions, dancing and 
feasting. Our church has never got 
over this false polarisation. When 
people still react against popular 
music and informal clothing at 
Mass, how much more will they 
resist dance?

A third objection to dance, and 
one voiced by most liturgists, is 
that the liturgy is not a time for 
performance art. Just as the com-
munion hymn should never by 
hijacked by a soloist singing an 
aria, so clergy and laity should 
never be asked to sit down during 
Mass in order to watch children 
dancing. As I have said before, if 
you ever think you should applaud 
a singer (or a dance group) you 
have witnessed a performance, not 
something integral to the liturgy. 
Cape Town parishes now know 
they should not applaud the danc-
ers, but parents still shoot videos 
on their cell phones while their 
kids dance. You would be forgiven 
for thinking you were at a school 
concert.

What should be the way forward?

Dance is a way of employing the 
human body to express feeling 
and, as such, is related to the vari-
ous gestures and postures we use 
in the liturgy. Where dance is a 
genuine and unselfconscious man-
ner of expression, like with so 
many of our African congrega-
tions, surely it belongs in the litur-
gy, especially during processions 
and songs of praise. Some mem-
bers could be encouraged to tone it 
down a little – when they get car-
ried away, they steal the focus 
away from the Lord!

While I understand what Praise 
Dance groups are trying to do – 
some think of it as a liturgical 
ministry that can foster prayer – I 
think we are still a long way from 
successfully integrating this into 
our tradition. This may be a way 
to enhance the Procession of the 
Word, but it should never be a 
stand alone item which we squeeze 
in between the Communion Rite 
and the second collection.

Liturgical scholars are often 
divided. Some are strictly 
“by the book” and will not 

allow any innovations until official 
authorisation comes from Rome. 
Others encourage variations 
depending on time and place, as 
long as these bring to life what the 
liturgy is meant to achieve. If there 
is one issue on which most litur-
gists can find common ground, 
however, it is liturgical dance.

What is meant by “liturgical 
dance”?

There are various types of expres-
sion which can be categorised as 
liturgical dance, but here I will 
focus on two forms which are 
commonly found among Catholics 
in South Africa. 

The first is a stylised form of 
movement that borrows from both 
ballet and contemporary dance. 
Young people, usually a group of 
girls in matching costumes, dance 
up the aisle to the front of the 
church where they give a choreo-
graphed performance, using their 
arms, legs, heads and torsos. I 
have seen this “non-verbal com-
munication” done as part of the 
Procession of the Word, and as a 
post-communion meditation. This 
version of liturgical dance comes 
from African Americans who call 
it “Praise Dance”. It is now quite 
common here, especially in the 
Coloured communities of both 
Cape Town and Durban.

The second type of liturgical 
dance is what we see in most 
township parishes. When people 
sing enthusiastically, they stand up 
and begin to sway from side to 
side. When they move out of the 
pews in order to take part in a pro-
cession, or even just to come for-
ward during the announcements, 
they step in time to the singing 
and this leads to dance.

Why do so many people disap-
prove of it?

Neither of these forms of dance is 
found in nightclubs. Neither sees 
partners of opposite sexes holding 
each other or dancing together. 
Why, then, do so many people dis-
like such self-expression at Mass?

The first category of objections 
is historical and academic. Dance 
was part of some ancient pagan 
rituals and was also found among 
some heretical groups in the early 
Church. Pope Benedict XVI raised 
this concern in his book The Spirit 
of the Liturgy. These dances could 
induce a trance or ecstatic state 
which could lead to magical or 
licentious behaviour, so Christians 
converts were expected to break 
with it. Today, many Christians 
still consider dancing to be amo-
rous or erotic.

A second objection is related to 
the history of the liturgy in the 
West. The Scriptures speak of 
dance as a means of praising God 
and ancient liturgies, such as that 
of today’s Ethiopian Christians, 

Giving them 
the good news

Despite inclement weather, 
175 altar servers from  
27 parishes attended a 

workshop at the Cathedral on 
Saturday, 7 December.

It was hosted by the Divine 
Worship and Liturgy Department, 
headed by Annastacia Mphuthi  
and facilitated by the Cathedral’s 
administrator Fr Victor Ngwenya.

Topics covered at the workshop 
included: the definition of an altar 
server, dress code, rules governing 
the ministry, various sacred vessels 
and their functions and the 
vestments. The handling of the 
thurible, which is used to welcome 
the Holy Spirit, was demonstrated.   

After a step-by-step guide before, 
during and after, Mass was broadly 
discussed and Fr Ngwenya invited 
the enthusiastic altar servers to the 
Cathedral where he explained the 
various distinguishing characters of 
the interior.

Overwhelmed by the huge 
turnout, Annastacia urged the 

Forty students graduated from the Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees English class on 18 December. In 2019, Pastoral Care Depart-
ment was able to teach English to 189 students from Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Burundi and Angola.                    Sr Marizete Garbin

Procession at St Lewis 
Bertrand in Springs.

Payneville visit
On 13 October, the team of Pastoral 

Care for Migrants and Refugees paid a 
visit to St Lewis Bertrand in Payne-

ville, Springs and participated in activ-
ities. Mass was dedicated to parish 

patron and to the migrants and  
refugees of the parish. It began with a 
procession through Payneville. About 

fifty percent of parishioners of  
St Lewis Bertrand are from Lesotho 

and Mozambique. 

Christmas party
Left: Christmas party  
celebration at the Cathedral.

On 15 December, Pastoral 
Care for Migrants and Refu-

gees Department celebrated a 
Christmas party for the children 
of vulnerable migrants and 
refugees in the small hall of the 
Cathedral.

The celebration was attended 
by 315 persons. It started with the 
Mass after which lunch was 
served, as well as the sharing of 
the gifts for children. Pastoral 
Care was able to put a smile on 
the faces of 165 children by 
providing them with Christmas 
gifts.

Workshop for 
Altar Servers

This year, the Archdiocese is send-
ing five candidates to the seminary 
to begin their priestly formation. 
Episcopal Vicar for vocations,  

Fr Michael Seheri officially informed 
them that they had been accepted.  
They will leave for St Francis Xavier 
Seminary in Cape Town on Thurs-

day, 6 February. They are: Rorisang 
Mbele from Good Shepherd, Pro-
tea North, Tshepo Kgoarai from 
Holy Rosary, Phiri, Sicelo Ntuli from 
St Pius X, Mofolo, Senzo Mbuzwa 
from St Cosmas and Damian, 
Cosmo City and Tshepo Motseare 
from St Paul of the Cross, Bekkers-
dal. He encouraged everyone to 
pray for more vocations in the 
Archdiocese, and pray for these 
young men.

Fr Michael Seheri

Standing next 
to Fr Ngwenya, 
Lauren Marks of 
St Martin de Porres, 
Toekomsrus, demon-
strates the handling of the thurible.

 Above: Some of the altar 
servers who attended the 
workshop.

                          
Left: Nkosikhona Phaka-
lasane, (seated) from Our 
Lady of Africa – Mohla-
keng, poses a question  
to Fr Ngwenya.

young faithful to return to their 
parishes and share with their peers 
the experience gained at the 
workshop.

One of the aims of the workshop 
was to find a common approach to 
the ministry. It concluded with a 
Holy Mass by Fr Ngwenya. 

Abel Dlamini

PA S T O R A L  C A R E  A C T I V I T I E S  2 0 1 9

English class graduates with 
Sr Marizete Garbin far right.English class 

graduation
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Dear Sir/Madam:

I read with interest an article in the 
December edition of ADNews 
headlined ‘Heaven on Earth’ which 
outlines the views of Dominican 
priest, Fr Neil Mitchell. 

Fr Mitchell reportedly argues that 
“the doctrine of original sin runs 
contrary to the theory of evolution 
and should be scrutinised in the 
light of what modern science has 
learnt about the origins of human-
kind and in the light of the truths 
and wisdoms of other faiths”.  

Really? This appears to be a direct 
assault on the Catholic view of 
creation (remember the Nicene 
Creed, Fr Mitchell?) and the doc-
trine of original sin, but surely it is 
more. 

It is an attempt to deconstruct the 
Catholic theological system for, if 
you remove the doctrine of original 
sin, you remove the rationale for 
baptism, and with it the gospel 
message of personal salvation 
which is inextricably linked to the 
sacramental nature of the Catholic 
Church. In short, if original sin is 
debunked there is no need for 
baptism and without baptism there 
is no need for the Catholic Church. 

Fr Mitchell’s desire to redefine the 
doctrine of original sin and his 
embrace of evolutionary theory and 
the “truths and wisdoms of other 
faiths” surely challenges Catholic 
teaching on God’s creation, the 
fallen nature of man and his 
redemptive pathway into the 
Church through the sacrament of 
baptism.

He goes on to suggest that 
salvation is synonymous with 
liberation. “The liberation we seek is 
not later in heaven, but liberation 
from the problems of now – 
poverty, climate change, violence 
and war.” 

Fr Mitchell is presenting a purely 
imminent view of salvation – not 
salvation from the shackles of sin 
through the redemptive power of 
the sacraments but rather trans-
formation of society, a thinly-veiled 
liberation theology that dispenses 
with the sacramental and the super-
natural, replacing it with a call to 
transformative action in the world. 

Interesting that these heterodox 
views are openly peddled in an 
official diocesan newspaper and on 
the Catholic lecture circuit or does 
this suggest some kind of new post-
conciliar Catholic Church evolving in 
the light of what “modern science”, 
the “truths and wisdoms” of other 
faiths and, of course, Fr Neil Mitchell 
are showing us? 

Kerry Swift, Johannesburg

Our World, 
a family of families

Marfam 2020 family theme:

Letter
to the Editor

The congregation of Holy 
Trinity, Kwanele in Katle-
hong donated clothing and 
food to St Francis Rainbow 
Cottage for Babies in Boks-
burg on Monday, 16 Dec-
ember. The donations were 
collected over a three-month 
period by the parishioners 
and delivered by the fund-
raising project committee 
members. From left: Thembi 
Gule, James Kofa, Lerato 
Maphanga, Siphelele Radebe 
and Tholakele Mnganga.

Abel Dlamini

The Catholic Women’s League 
at Holy Rosary, Phiri recently 

held its annual Christmas party 
for pensioners. Parcels containing 
essentials were handed to over 
150 emotional and jovial pen-
sioners in the parish, who had 
looked forward to receiving them. 

 As the saying goes, sharing is 
caring – these supplies were not 
limited to Holy Rosary only, they 
were shared with St Theresa, 
Zondi where they brought comfort 
and smiles to 25 families from 
Zola. 

 Fifty parcels were shared with 
the community in Kliptown, 50 to 

the Catholic Women’s League in 
Wolmaransstad in the North West 
province, 50 more parcels went to 
Poortjie near Lawley, 80 parcels 
were shared with CWL in Protea 
South and 50 food parcels went 
to St Clement in Rustenburg. 

The CWL also donated Christ-
mas toys and clothes to children. 
One hundred other parcels went 
to Krugersdorp. Christmas lunch 
for the elderly was followed by 
Christmas for children a week 
later, where all the children 
received Christmas presents.

Thabile Mbhele

Christmas party for pensioners

CWL members with their donations

Happy faces greeted CWL members after receiving their donations.

Holy Trinity 
parish aids the 
needy

This theme brings the 
important topics of environ-
mental awareness and 

building family life together. God, 
as Trinity, is a community of love 
and everything in God’s creation is 
built on relationships. Animals and 
plants live as families too. Healthy 
family relationships are crucial for 
survival. 

Available now is the 2020 
family year planner. Throughout 
the year, with the monthly themes, 
there will be an opportunity for 
families, parish family desks and 
groups to have activities, prayer, 
reflection and discussions on how 
to address the serious issues facing 
us in 2020.    

Current Marfam resources:  
Daily thoughts by email – register 
on info@marfam.org.za.  Also 
published on https://www.marfam.
org.za/daily-reflections/ as well as 
Facebook and Twitter. Also a 
weekly newsletter and occasional 
articles and booklets as well as 
Stations of the Cross for Lent.  

Caring for parish families
In response to the recent Synod, 
Marfam hopes to help parishes 
establish their family programmes. 

Contact Toni Rowland 
0825521275 for information or to 

book a workshop or parish visit.  
January overview theme:

Beginnings – “In the beginning 
…” are the first words of our 
Bible. In the beginning, before the 
world, the sun, moon, stars, 
animals, plants and humankind 
were created there was only God. 
But God had a passion to create, to 
share, to love and so every created 
thing came into being.  The desire 
for creation, co-creation and 
re-creation exists in every creature 
and so our world has evolved. 
Humankind was given the task of 
being stewards of creation. That 
includes responsibility for our own 
families. But has humankind gone 
too far, and overridden the role of 
creator out of love and begun to 
create for our own selfish ends?  
How can we discern the difference 
and begin once more in every area 
of our lives? 

As never before in history 
common destiny begs us to seek a 
new beginning. Let ours be a time 
remembered for the awakening of 
a new reverence for life, the firm 
resolve to achieve sustainability, 
the quickening of the struggle for 
justice and peace and the joyful 
celebration of life. Laudato Si 
S207 from the Earth Charter. 

Toni Rowland

January :   Family Beginnings July:              Grandparents are Family Roots 
February:  Love gives Families Life August:        Sexuality, a Family Gift  
March:       Family Rights September: Our World of Families  
April:          God is Family  October:      Family on Mission 
May:           Parents Form Families November:  Family Endings 
June:          Children belong in Families December:  Family – Hope for the Future. 

Family themes for 2020
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O R D I N AT I O N S
From page 1
Humility of a priest was the dominant theme in the 
respective homilies of the bishops during the 
ordination services. 

They said priests are enjoined to be men of prayer, 
who are encouraged to be sober, disciplined, 
punctual and respectful, recognise the dignity and 
worth of every single member in the parish

Humility should be nurtured, valued, promoted and 
appreciated, the bishops said.

The new priests continued to commend 
their vocations to Jesus Christ who 
came to serve and not be served. 
They reiterated that they look 
forward to serving the people of 
God in their new role.

Pics by Lerato Mohone and 
Sheldon Reddiar

Celebrating the feast 
of Epiphany
Fr Pheko Thinane celebrated Mass at 
Bl Benedict Daswa, Zakariyya Park on 
the feast of the Epiphany. The 
Catholic Women’s League, in collabo-
ration with other parishioners pre-
sented all the children with gifts. 
Pictured is Deacon John Magata with 
some of the members.

Moeletsi Mokoena

The youth choir of St Patrick’s gave an exhilarating performance to parish-
ioners with unusual Christmas carols sung with enthusiasm. Seen above 
is Fr Jorge Guerra with the choir.                                              Dominique Byrne

On 12 January, the parish of  
St Anthony Pucci in Duduza 

celebrated not only the Baptism of 
the Lord but its patron saint,  
St Anthony Maria Pucci, together 
with the South African Police 
Service (SAPS) of the community in 
prayer. In celebrating the Baptism of 
the Lord we are reminded that we 
are not only called to live in holiness 
but are also called to serve. In this 
light, January is the month in which 

Participants at the  
retreat with facilitator  

Sr Katy van Wyk in a black skirt.

Left: Fr Kgaogelo 
Ntsie during the 

consecration.

A great orator, Fr Tshepo 
delivers his speech.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale congratulates Fr Tshepo Duik.

Left: The laying 
of hands.

Newly ordained priests lay hands on Archbish-
op Buti Tlhagale and Bishop Duncan Tsoke.

A singer of note, 
Fr Kgaogelo leads the 
faithful in song.

Advent Journey with Mary, 
Mother of Jesus

On 14 December, Dominican Sister Katy van 
Wyk, held an Advent retreat for the parish-

ioners of St Francis Xavier, Martindale. The theme 
was divided into three parts: The Annunciation and 
Visitation, where the Angel’s message to Mary and 
her response were examined. Participants were 
asked to reflect on how, like Elizabeth, they recog-
nised the anointed one within self and others, if 
they revealed Christ to others, how they brought 
healing, peace, compassion, and forgiveness to 
others.

The group further reflected on Mary, who like her 
Son, encountered much suffering and pain, but 
continued to say “Yes” to God.  

Sr Katy van Wyk

Youth choir presents 
Christmas carols to parish

Praying for police 
and celebrating 

the feast of  
St Antony Pucci

the services provided by SAPS is 
commemorated. Justice and Peace 
in our parish, and the South African 
Police Service, remind us that faith 
must always be accompanied by 
action. Justice and Peace and the 
police walk in the footsteps of our 
patron saint, as he was a selfless 
man dedicated to the well-being of 

his Christian community. 
St Anthony Maria Pucci died on  

12 January after having given a 
homeless man his jacket, in the cold 
winter. He was killed by a terrible 
case of pneumonia. The communion 
service was led by Deacons, Stephen 
Moloi and Oupa Ntsele. 

Thobile Ndimande
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MATRIC ACHIEVERS 2019

 It has taken years of hard work 
and dedication by a large number 
of people. Special thanks go to the 
leaders and teachers in our schools, 
who encourage these students to 
work for the betterment of society. 

Many campaigns are offered to 
the students to make them aware 
that they have a role to play in 
society and to achieve that on an 
ongoing basis, they have to work 
with purpose, commitment and 
integrity.

As a community of Catholic 
schools, we are encouraged by 
the words of Pope Francis when 
he says: “The church must be 
attractive. Wake up the world! Be 
witnesses of a different way of 
doing things, acting, living! It is 
possible to live differently in this 
world.”

When all is said and done on 
the matter of matric results, the 
Pope’s lesson is the ultimate one.

CSO team of the 
Catholic Schools Office, Gauteng

Catholic schools amongst the best – 
continued from page 1.

Layla Fraser
7 distinctions

Natalie Mutsonziwa
7 distinctions

Chanelle Bruce
5 distinctions

Mahin Ali
8 distinctions

Tomas Gavriel
4 distinctions

Nicole Ndlovu
4 distinctions

Simon Van Garderen
4 distinctions

Tariro Banganayi
7  distinctions

Zada Hanmer
5  distinctions

Alison Greenlees
4 distinctions

Heather Wimberley
10 distinctions

Tamsin De Castro
6 distinctions

Jodie Pattison
7 distinctions

Sarah Everett
7 distinctions

Elois Kruger
6 distinctions

Amy Coningsby
6 distinctions

Lauren McJannet
7 distinctions

Phindile 
Hlatshwayo
5 distinctions

Zuko 
Masabalala

5 distinctions

Thabani 
Ngwenya

4 distinctions

Sethlogo 
Segopolo
4 distinctions

Victoria Lavelle
6 distinctions

Kristen Cronje
6 distinctions

Limani Mangaliso
5 distinctions

Holly Heinzelmann
4 distinctions

Jemma Meintjies
5 distinctions

Leah Jardine
4 distinctions

Jennifer Raad
5 distinctions

Nicola Kruger
4 distinctions

Charlotte Boisacq
4 distinctions

Jessica Van As
4 distinctions

Ruvarashe  
Nyamupangedengu

7 distinctions

Eve Cuyler
6 distinctions

Catherine Hall
6 distinctions

Olivia Riviere
6 distinctions

To the Class of 2019 - congratulations on an outstanding set of results!
We are thrilled to announce the excellent Matric IEB NSC results: we are immensely proud 
of the 100% BD (university entrance) pass rate. The class attained 114 distinctions out of 44 
candidates and averaged 2,6 distinctions per candidate – this is cause for great celebration. 

Sacred Heart College 
Marist Observatory

McAuley House 
School

Immaculata 
Secondary 
School

Brescia House School acknowledge all 
our pupils’ achievements – those who 
excelled in the National Senior Certi-
ficate examinations by the Indepen-
dent Examinations Board and those 
who achieved personal triumphs in 
reaching their full potential.
 

 Highlights:
·  100% pass rate
·  100% entrance to tertiary 

course of study
·  7 placements in the top 1% of 

specific subjects
·  IEB Commendable Achieve-

ments: 1 (achieved within 
the top 5% in 5 Subjects and 
achieved a rating level of 7 in 
Life Orientation)

·  166 distinctions from 64 girls 
(average 2.6 per candidate)

 

Kgaogelo Makoe
7 distinctions

Gwendolynne McKay
6 distinctions

Phindile Khumalo
4 distinctions

Unathi Mdluli
4 distinctions

Mihle Sopam
4 distinctions

We are very proud of all of our matrics as they did our school 
proud with a 100% pass rate and a 95% Bachelors pass rate.  
The values of hard work, self-belief and care instilled in our 
school are evident in the way these girls worked and in the 
results achieved. An average of 66 % for English (HL), 71% for 
Afrikaans (FAL) and 80% for isiZulu (FAL) was achieved.   
53 % of our girls achieved 50% or higher in Pure Mathematics.

We are proud of our class of 2019.
Out of 108 candidates, 104 achieved 
a pass, giving us a 96.3% pass rate. 
Well done to all our learners who 
personally triumphed.

Dr Matilda Dube (Principal)
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ST BENEDICT’S COLLEGE
While we highlight the top achievers, we also 
acknowledge the accomplishments of each 
boy and give thanks for their achievements. 
Our boys have been encouraged to define 

from parents and the teamwork of our magnificent teachers.  
One hundred and twenty seven boys sat the NSC examination. 
Their results below demonstrate the calibre of teaching and 
learning that takes place at St Benedict’s College:
• 100% Matric pass rate for the 45th consecutive year
• 96.85% University Entrance (Bachelor 

degree) passes
We take this opportunity to wish the Class of 2019 the very 

best in their future endeavours.
Dave Jeffrey, College Headmaster

Danny Kilian
7 distinctions

Reinhardt Buchner
4 distinctions

Luca Martini
8 distinctions

Miguel Torres
8 distinctions

Joseph Walbeck
8 distinctions

Ihsaan Cassim
7 distinctions

James Daly
7 distinctions

Bradley Griffin
7 distinctions

Gerhard Human
7 distinctions

Loatile Lebala
7 distinctions

Marc Leicher
7 distinctions

Moago Maruatona
7 distinctions

Reilly Preece
7 distinctions

Steven Procommenos
7 distinctions

Max Coleman
6 distinctions

Peter Tumiel
6 distinctions

Itumeleng Moyaha
5 distinctions

Alan Mthembu
5 distinctions

Nicholas Poole
5 distinctions

James Adelaine
4 distinctions

Ricardo Antezana
4 distinctions

Jedd Jacobs
4 distinctions

Tameez Kana
4 distinctions

Graeme van Niekerk
5 distinctions

Adam Speed-Andrews
5 distinctions

Munza Kamukwamba
5 distinctions

Gregory Jacobs
6 distinctions

Christopher Stocken
6 distinctions

Matthew Pienaar
7 distinctions

Brandon Date Line
4 distinctions

Keegan O’Reilly
6 distinctions

Brandon Janse Van 
Vuuren

4 distinctions

Byron Van Rooyen
6 distinctions

Chileshe Mukuka
4 distinctions

John-Paul Kibuuka
6 distinctions

Luke Fowler
4 distinctions

Yashin Govender
9 distinctions

Aiden Kok
5 distinctions

Julio Martins
9 distinctions

Ishaan Chhatwal
5 distinctions

Karl Etsebeth
8 distinctions

Lorenzo Smargiasso
5 distinctions

Joshua Kelly   
8 distinctions

Andrew Bakker
4 distinctions

Andi Li
8 distinctions

Ross Morley-Jepson
4 distinctions

and set their own benchmarks; coupled with this, each boy has 
been motivated to take responsibility for his own personal 
learning in order to realise his academic goals. St Benedict’s 
College has a proud academic history and has historically pro-
duced fantastic matric results; and this year is no different. The 
final results are a combination of individual effort, the support 

“St David’s Marist Inanda is exceptionally proud of 
our Matric Class of 2019. These 129 young men 
achieved across many fronts during their school 
careers at St David’s and led the school in their 
Matric year with humility, determination and char-
acter. Whilst we profile our top academic achievers 
at this time, we also celebrate the individual 

St David’s Marist Inanda

achievements of each of these young men who have attained their per-
sonal goals in the IEB Examinations, some despite significant personal 
challenges and circumstances. We send ‘our boys’ off on the next stage of 
their journey confident that they have the skills to navigate an ever 
changing world and grounded in the Marist values that  make it incum-
bent upon them to use their positions in life to build a kinder, more just 
and equitable society. We look forward to following their adventures 
beyond our gates and seeing how they impact the world as Marist Old 
Boys.” Mike Thiel (Executive Headmaster)

Adam Gamsy
4 distinctions

Cameron Rebelo
4 distinctions

Ammaar Mahomed
4 distinctions

Egan King
4 distinctions
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MATRIC ACHIEVERS 2019

Maryvale College
Headmaster Quentin Davids 
says that the 37 matrics of 2019 
achieved a 100% pass rate  
with 52 distinctions. 2 learners 
achieved distinction passes while  

10 achieved passes between 70% and 79%. “The 
class of 2019 worked really hard throughout the 
year to achieve these results. We are extremely 
proud of them”.

The academic achievements of Maryvale College 
are attributed to a number of factors including, but 
not limited to, extra lessons provided and encour-

Lerato Baloyi
4 distinctions

aged in all subjects with support from dedicated staff, caring parents as 
well as an active and supportive Board of Governors. A significant portion 
of our matric pupils graduated from our vibrant primary school.

Leonah Marewangepo
9 distinctions

Kian Crafford
8 distinctions

Fabio Pellizzon
6 distinctions

Katya Berimbau
5 distinctions

Nompilo Mpanza
4 distinctions

Kayla Parker
5 distinctions

Jayde Polley
6 distinctions

Kayla Stevenson
6 distinctions

Katherine Thorn
6 distinctions

Cloe Daoust
7 distinctions

Caitlyn De Bruyn
4 distinctions

Gabriella Delgado
7 distinctions

Mariam Harris
4 distinctions

Buhle Skosana
4 distinctions

Anlehne Du Plessis
4 distinctions

Rogan Uys
8 distinctions

Claudia Katsapas
7 distinctions

Congratulations to our Matric Class 
of 2019 on their excellent results, 
enabling Veritas College to once 
again celebrate a 100% pass rate 
and a 96% Degree Pass (University 
Entrance). 51 learners attained  
71 distinctions.  

While matric is the final chapter 

in the epic story of school educa-
tion, it is only the beginning of 
exciting new adventures and 
achievements to come.  We would 
like to thank each and every one of 
our dedicated staff members, from 
our pre-preparatory, preparatory 
and senior school phases, for their 

commitment and passion with 
which they approach each day, 
and for always inspiring our learn-
ers to be the heroes of their own 
stories. Teachers, you are magnifi-
cent! We would also like to thank 
all our parents and families for 
their endless support in ensuring 
that our students reach their full 
potential.  Wishing our Class of 
2019 all the very best for the 
future chapters in their lives.   
 We are so proud of you.

Judy Achary 
Acting Head – Senior School

This fantastic set of results once again demonstrates how 
dependable and consistent our school’s outcomes are.  
We have a strong focus on academic excellence, and our 
results speak for themselves.” Mr Roger Loring – Headmaster

OPEN DAY 8 February (09h00 – 12h00)
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Noluthando Fakude
6 distinctions

Lesego Twala
4 distinctions

Madita Rakei
4 distinctions

Nqobile Manciya
4 distinctions

Mokgethwa 
Khambule

4 distinctions

Fezeka Buti
5 distinctions

Nqobile Vilakazi
5 distinctions

Warmest congratulations to our matric class of 2019 
– 126 candidates. 100% matric pass, 107 (85%) – 
Bachelors, 79 distinctions.
Sincere thanks to God our wonderful staff, our par-
ents/guardians and all who supported our students.

St Matthews

Olivia Wod
9 distinctions

Jodie Langdon
8 distinctions

Chiara Bonanni
6 distinctions

Chinenye Ngwu
5 distinctions

Alexia Markantonatos
4 distinctions

Amy Weinerlein
8 distinctions

Carmen Mileder
6 distinctions

Illhaam Wadvalla
6 distinctions

Jade McIver
5 distinctions

Katie-Meg Weinerlein
4 distinctions

Téah Sibbert
4 distinctions
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“To the thirsty I will give water without price from the fountain of life… 
Let those who are thirsty come, let those who so desire take 

the water of life without price.”  (Rev. 21:6,22:17)

Tues Feb 4th Introduction Jenny Cameron 
Tues Feb 11th God’s Love Mike Mahony
Tues Feb 18th Salvation Paul Derbyshire
Tues Feb 25th New Life Paul Cook
Tues Mar 3rd  Receiving God’s Gift Fr Charles Rensburg
Tues Mar 10th Healing Service Fr Joseph Wilson 
  with Confessions
Tues Mar 17th Baptism in the Spirit Fr Tony Nunes
Tues Mar 24th Growth Fr Richard Stonier
Tues Mar 31st Mass and Transformation Fr Richard Stonier

Time: 7.30 – 9.30pm   :     Secure Parking
Place: St. Charles’ Parish Hall, Road No.3, Victory Park

Contact: Jenny 083 467 6318 or David 082 607 1554

VA A L  D E A N E R Y  N E W S

The Sodality of St Cecilia in the Vaal deanery during opening Mass.

Celebrating the 
feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception
On the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the Dean, Fr Seka-
bata Solomon Mphela celebrated 
Mass with the people of Sicelo, 
St Mary’s, Meyerton with their 
parish priest Fr Matthew Otika. 
They were assisted by semi- 
narian, Br Bongani Thunza.
 

After Mass with Fr Solomon  
Mphela and Fr Matthew Otika, 
young ones and members of the 

Immaculate Conception Sodality 
gathered for photos.  

The choir sang beautifully  
throughout Mass.

On 26 December, the feast of St Stephen, the 
altar servers in the Vaal Deanery went to La 
Verna Retreat Centre in Vander-bijlpark, for 
their celebration. They had different activi-
ties, amongst which 
was the choosing of 
Mr and Miss Altar 
Server.  The winners 
were presented with  
a Bible, cross and a 
rosary.

St Cecilia Sodality 

New members 
of the Immaculate 
Conception Sodality

On Saturday, 7 December, new 
members were enrolled into  
the Immaculate Conception 
Sodality in Vaal Deanery by the 
Dean, Fr Sekabata Solomon 
Mphela. The celebration was 
held in St Charles Lwanga, 
Orange Farm. 

The dean encouraged 
members to love and work for 
the church. He said they  
should be good examples 
whose presence in the church 
should bring consolation to 
everyone, especially the poor 
and the unloved. The Dean was 
helped by deacons Simon 
Mokoena and Dennis Mashaba. 

Catholic 
Women’s League 
closing the year 
The Catholic Women’s  
League in the Vaal Deanery 
closed the year at La Verna 
Retreat Centre, Vanderbijlpark, 
on 21 December.

opening Mass

Members in a joyous mood prior 
to their enrolment.

Members hold out their capes which were 
blessed by Fr Mphela.

Fr Sekabata Solomon Mphela 
hands out blessed medals to 

members.

Altar servers celebrate the 
feast of St Stephen

The East Rand Deanery members 
of Masolenyana a Kriste Morena 
held their general meeting at Holy 
Trinity, Kwanele in Katlehong on 
Saturday, 18 January. The main 
aim of the meeting was to discuss 
the sodality’s year plan and the 
implementation of the adopted 
resolutions. 

The executive committee 
members are pictured with other 
members of the sodality and their 
guides from various parishes. 
Front row from left: Mosa 
Ramatlapeng from Holy Trinity 
(additional member), Lemohang 
Litha – St Joseph’s (additional 
member), and Tshepang Mahla-
lela – Holy Trinity (secretary). 
Front row, from left: Sibusisiwe 
Sibisi – Sacred Heart (chair-
person) and Hlengiwe Mokhesi 
– St Joseph’s (deputy chair-
person).                     Abel Dlamini

Masolenyana hold general 
meeting



adnews@catholicjhb.org.zaFebruary 2020 Volume 34 No 11 11

Fr Jonathan Petersen  02-02-02
Rev Edward Nyembe  05-02-95
Fr Pierre Chemaly  07-02-99
Rev Stuart Allan  10-02-18
Rev Vispanathan Chettiar 10-02-18
Rev Patrick de Laroche  10-02-18
Rev Kenneth Fortuin  10-02-18
Rev Craig Gadd  10-02-18
Rev Kenneth James  10-02-18
Rev Alpheus John  10-02-18
Rev John Makhalemele  10-02-18
Rev Phatudi Mamabolo  10-02-18
Rev May Mashaba  10-02-18
Rev Thami Mayisela  10-02-18
Rev Gerald Rodrigues  10-02-18
Fr Joseph Matsau  11-02-95
Rev Wally Adams  11-02-95
Rev Haga Ndlovu  12-02-95
Fr Ronald Houreld  13-02-81
Fr Kelvin Banda  23-02-19
Fr Russell Pollitt  24-02-06
Rev Martin de Klerk  28-02-81
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We celebrate with our Priests

Ordinations

The following priests and 
deacons celebrate their 

birthdays and anniversaries of 
their ordination. Pray for them!

Birthdays in February

1st  Fr Malesela Dikgale
5th  Rev Michael Harrington
6th  Fr Gabriel Kwedho
7th  Fr Reginald Anthony 
 Fr Bruce Botha
13th  Fr Nqobile Mzolo
14th  Fr Neil Mitchell
16th  Fr Inigo Alvarez de Toledo 
 Fr Henri Denoukouia
19th  Fr Tshepo Lekoko 
 Fr Tshepiso Lekoko 
 Rev Zain Reddiar
20th Fr Paul Beukes
21st Fr Emil Blaser 
 Fr Simon Donnelly
26th Fr Peter Doherty
28th Fr Laszlo Karpati 
 Fr Aloysius Ssegwanyi 
 Rev John Magata
28th Rev Isaac Thomas

Above: Standing in front of the truck 
that was heavy-laden with Christmas 
goodies are, from left: Claudia  

Mthembu, Nnuku Shabangu, 
Tiny Ntshingila and Jose-

phine Shelembe.

Above left: Phindile 
Nkosi, Olga Madile, 
Olga Nkwanyane, 
Esther Shashu, 
Sibongile Kubheka 
and Selina Tshaba-

lala (seated).

A day before schools reopened, 
Fr Bafana Ndlovu celebrated a 
“back to school” Mass for the 
children at St Margaret/Immacu-
late Conception on 14 January.

He reminded the children that 
they should remain close to God 
and have no excuses because God 
has no excuses for blessing them. 
He went on to say they should 

Right: Young adults of St Margaret.

Below: Spending time with the elderly.

Fr Remigius Makobane cele-
brated 40 years in the 
priesthood. His family, 

friends and the parish of St Pius 
X, Mofolo celebrated with him 
and thanked God for keeping him 
in the vocation. He expressed his 
deepest gratitude to his family, 
friends and the various parishes 
he has worked in the past. 

In a thank you speech, a family 
member of Fr Remy (as he is 
fondly called) used the analogue 
of the Red Sea saying that God 
parted whatever obstacles that he 
may have faced as a priest during 
these years. Many also spoke 
about his humble nature, his 
generosity and the wealth of 
knowledge which he is always so 
ready to share. 

After the Eucharistic cele-

bration, the youth choir rendered 
a few jovial songs in thanks-
giving. 

The St Pius X family prays that 
the good Lord may continue to 
give Fr Remy good health of 
mind and body and that He may 
grant him continued strength to 
share his much-valued knowledge 
of the word of God.

Zandile Ngubeni

Fr Remigius Makobane with  
members of St Pius X, Mofolo.

Happy 40th 
priestly ordination 

anniversary, 
Fr Remigius

Celebrating 
Christmas in 
Amharic

The Ethiopian and  
Eritrean Catholic Com-
munity had their own 

Christmas celebration in their 
native language, Amharic, at 
Holy Rosary, Tembisa on  
7 January.

The community members 
came together from the dioceses 
of Pretoria, Johannesburg and 
Rustenburg.

The Christmas celebration 
was held later than the world-
wide celebration of 25 Decem-
ber because Ethiopians follow 
their own calendar. 

For the first time since 2007, 
the celebration was led by four 
Ethiopian priests from various 
dioceses and congregations. 
They were Fr Yoseph Yakob 

As a way of giving thanks to 
God for a successful year 
and to help at least 100 

people put food on the Christmas 
table, a businessman purchased 
hampers for the elderly and the 
ladies who volunteer to clean the 
church building at Holy Cross, 
Zola.

And so, on the last Sunday of 
Advent, these were distributed 
after Mass.

Spreading Christmas cheer
Parish priest,  

Fr Malesela 
Dikgale said the 
hampers might not 
seem big to others, but 
they were from a loving and 
generous heart and should inspire 
beneficiaries to receive them with 
gratitude.

A thankful Tiny Ntshingila said 
the Gospel of the day reminded us 
about Emmanuel – God with us. 

“This is one of His countless 
manifestations. May He bless the 
hands that brought us these gifts 
and their families,” she said.

Lerato Mohone

Left: Helping to distribute 
the hampers are, from left: 

Louise Madondo, Fr Malesela  
Dikgale and Gabriel Thabethe.

Children during Mass.

Back-to-
school Mass

never be too busy for God.
After Mass, 20 children 

received school uniforms – shirts, 
trousers, socks and shoes – which 
were sponsored by parishioners 
and collected by the young adults 
in their back-to-school campaign.

St St Margaret/Immaculate Conception, Diepkloof, collected 
clothes for residents of the Soweto Home for the Aged in Mofolo 
and the Kliptown Youth Programme. The first stop was the home 

where they received a warm and graceful welcome from the awaiting 
elders. They appreciated the clothes and time spent with them.

They then headed to the children and teenagers from the Kliptown 
Youth Programme, where the children helped the team arrange the 
clothes. It was heart-warming to see the Kliptown community choose 
items – every single piece was received with love and gratitude. 

         Batseba Seboka 

Young adults 
charity drive

from Pretoria, who is the Community Chaplain in South Africa,  
Fr Mangistu Matheos from Cape Town, Fr Kidane Ashuro from  
Diocese of Dundee and Fr Kifle Kintamo from Johannesburg  
Archdiocese.

After Mass, participants enjoyed traditional food and drinks, shar-
ing Christian family values.

Hailu Tumebo 
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First Holy Communion
Young people recently received their First Holy Communion at Seven 
Holy Founders, Ratanda. They are pictured with the parish priest  
Fr Joseph Luyombya.                                                   Thabiso Kubheka

It is almost too late to register 
for a degree at St Augustine 
College, the Catholic uni-

versity of South Africa in Victory 
Park. Almost, but not quite. 
Undergraduate registrations for 
the 2020 academic year which 
re-opened on 24 January will 
close on 7 February.

Prof Garth Abraham, President 
and chief executive of the college, 
is pleased with the increase in 

registrations for Bachelor of 
Theology and fervently hopes that 
more students will register for 
Bachelor of Arts once the Central 
Applications Clearing House, the 
entity that helps students who have 
not been not placed, begins to 
function. St Augustine also offers 
a BCom in politics, philosophy 
and education degree.

Prof Abraham is very pleased 
with the throughput rate of the 

Exactly how the Justice and 
Peace department of the 
Archdiocese will be 

structured in the future is 
uncertain but, said Archbishop 
Tlhagale in a meeting with J&P 
of Bryanston, Misereor is 
considering funding the work of 
Justice and Peace in the 
Archdiocese. Justice and Peace 
has always been one of the 
departments that receives funding 
from outside, so there is no 
provision for J&P in the budget 
of the Archdiocese.

Archbishop Buti thanks those 

J&P groups that have continued 
with projects and encourages 
them to keep in touch with one 
other and the SA Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference office of 
Justice and Peace and to carry on 
working together on the social 
issues that unite them.

Former communications person 
for J&P Northern Deanery, Ruth 
Busschau, now of J&P: 
Bryanston has offered to facilitate 
the sharing of information among 
those groups which are active. 
Send her an email; 
     busschau@mweb.co.za.

Judy Stockill 

graduating class of 2019. Nearly 
60% of graduates achieved their 
degree in three years. “This is  
a function of our small classes 
and the individual attention our 
students receive,” said Prof 
Abraham. At state universities,  
it takes many students up to six 
years to complete a three-year 
degree.

There is bursary funding 
available for deserving students. 
See the college website for details 
of academic courses.

https://www.staugustine.ac.za/
Judy Stockill

Youth Mass
St Philip Benizi, Meyerton, held its 
Youth Mass on Sunday, 12 January. 
The youth, in school uniform, 
received their blessings from  
Fr Matthew Otika. They participated 
in the readings, taking up offertory, 
reading the bidding prayers and 
providing the music. Thanks went 
to the catechists and youth co- 
ordinators,  Gladness Mashubuka, 
Thato Mosieleng, Portia Msimango 
and Rebecca Tshabangu.

Elaine Prosper

The feast of the Holy Innocents 
was celebrated on 28 December 

at St Peter’s, Kagiso 1.

Register at once for 
BA degree

Holy Rosary, Phiri commemorated 
St Stephen’s Day, on 26 Decem-
ber by showing appreciation for 
their altar servers. Reverend Doc-
tor Michael Seheri thanked his 
altar servers for their commitment 
in working for the church and for 
serving so diligently. He encour-
aged them to continue with this 
important responsibility. They 
later enjoyed lunch with their 
priest. St Stephen is the main 
patron saint of altar servers.

Thabile Mbhele

Celebrating 
the feast of 
St Stephen

Justice and Peace Revival

Nthabiseng Moloi, Catechetical 
Department fieldworker, prepares 
the Catechists calendar for 2020. 
The theme for the year is “The God 
who Speaks; a Year of the Word”. 
The calendars will be on sale at the 
catechists’ retreat to be held on 
Saturday, 8 February at Our Lady of 
Loreto, Kempton Park.

The Catechetics Department, 
which includes Special Religious 
Development  (SPRED), is based at 
the Chancery, 011 402-6400.  
     E-mail catechetics.hod@
catholicjhb.org.za or visit the  
website of the Archdiocese  
www.catholicjhb.org.za

Judy Stockill
Tel 011 338-5077     WhatsApp Number +27 78 919 1515
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