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The Bible is not just a beautiful book to 
keep on a shelf. It is the Word of Life 
to be sown, a gift that the Risen Jesus 
asks us to accept in order to have life in 
His name.

It is the best vaccine against closure 
and self-preservation. It is the Word of 
God, not ours, and it takes us away from 
being at the centre, preserving us from 
self-sufficiency and triumphalism, 
constantly calling us to come out of 
ourselves.

Let us pray and let us ensure that the 
Bible does not remain in the library 
among the many books that speak of 
it, but rather that it runs through the 
streets of the world and waits where 
people live.
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We are called to “do” and to “teach.”

It is our gift and inescapable duty to communicate the 
joy born of an encounter with the person of Christ, the 
Word of God in our midst.

       The celebration of Bible Sunday is a unique 
       opportunity to focus our attention on the importance of 
the Bible in our lives.  As we emphasise the importance of the Bible in our lives and 
the lives of our families, they too will be convinced that the Word is the first source 
of all Christian spirituality.

I invite every member of the parish community to embrace with enthusiasm this 
moment of grace.  

There is no greater priority than to enable the young to encounter God, the God 
who speaks to us and shares his love so that the whole parish community might 
have life in abundance.

I wish you a happy and blessed Bible Sunday.  May the Good Lord bless you and 
keep you all as you deepen your love of the Word of God.

National Director

Catholic Bible Foundation of South Africa

Foreword

Br Michael Chalmers cfc

Catholic Bible Foundation of SA
www.catholicbible.org.za

To the Parish Community
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Fifteenth Celebration of Bible Sunday

I encourage all parishes to make Sunday 25th August 2019 a day of 
special celebration.

Mark this day as a new beginning of your journey with the Word of God. Let the 
Parish community fittingly celebrate the importance of the Word of God in 
our lives.

The Church encourages us to journey to Christ using the Word of God. Our Spiritual 
life should be based on the Word of God. We are encouraged to read the Bible 
prayerfully and frequently, thus deepening our personal relationship with Christ.

Sincerely in Christ,

President of Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference

Bishop Sithembele Anton Sipuka

“Mark this day as a new 
beginning of your journey 

with the Word of God.”



On Bible Sunday, the significance of this sacred Book 
of multiple writers but one Author should take centre 
stage and truly be celebrated. It narrates the stories of 
a multitude of leaders and nations over centuries, yet its 
overarching message is of a God who loves each one of 
us and died to save us.

Those leaving Jerusalem on the road towards Emmaus 
met someone who, unbeknownst to them, was the 
living Word of God (Rev 19:13). According to Luke 
24, he explained the Scriptures to them and their 
hearts burned. On another occasion, Jesus spoke to a 
Samaritan woman at a well and told her that he would 
give her living water to drink (John 4). Assured in the 
knowledge that she had met the Messiah, she told the 
whole town about it and many believed.

It is clear that Jesus’ plan was to reach everyone, even the most unlikely, from 
Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria, and then the rest of the world. Is this not also the 
culture of the Catholic Church?

Today, much the same happens when people engage with the Word of God 
through sacred Scripture. Nkosikho Mbele, the now famous petrol attendant 
selflessly served the Lord when he helped a customer in need. His act of obedience 
was remarkable because it went against the grain of society’s expectations and it 
gripped the nation. Likewise, when our simple acts of obedience meet the hand 
of God, we can help to change perception, and transform the world one person 
at a time.

The Bible is for each one of us. God wants to befriend us, and he speaks to us 
through the Word. When we engage with Scripture and read the Bible, present-
day believers as like the saints of old, we encounter him personally. Let’s continue 
to work tirelessly to get the Bible into people’s hands, to each one in his or her 
heart language, so that through this precious gift they too may say “The Bible: 
My Story”! In the service of the Word.

Chief Executive Officer 

Rev Dirk Gevers
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Every year the church designates one Sunday as Bible Sunday to remind and encourage 
Catholics to read and reflect on the Bible as a source of inspiration and comfort for all 
who believe. The aim is for Catholics to treasure the gift of the Word of God and to have 
a personal encounter with Jesus through reading and praying the Scriptures. When 
there are personal encounters with Jesus, lives are truly transformed, says Dei Verbum.

Here are suggestions that parishes can consider as they prepare various activities for 
this year’s celebration in order to make the Word of God come alive and show that it is 
important and relevant in our parishes:

1. Organise a weekend retreat based on the story of your choice or on this 
 year’s theme. 

2.  The various Apostolates can be commissioned and renew their commitments on 
Bible Sunday as a confirmation that what we do in the Church is from the teaching 
of the Word.

3.  Announcements can be made from the first Sunday of August reminding 
parishioners to bring their individual or family Bibles to be blessed on Bible Sunday 
at all Masses. 

4.  The Liturgy Committee can produce pocket-sized cards with tips on how to 
promote the love and knowledge of the Bible as the Living Word of God.

Suggestions for Bible Sunday 2019

19th Monday Jgs 2: 11-19
Ps 106: 34-37; 39-40; 

43-44
Mt 19: 16-22

20th Tuesday Jgs 6: 11-24 Ps 85: 9; 11-14 Mt 19: 23-30

21st Wednesday Jgs 9: 6-15 Ps 21: 2-7 Mt 20: 1-16

22nd Thursday Is 9: 2-7 Ps 113: 1-8 Lk 1: 26-38

23rd Friday
Ru 1: 1; 3-6; 

14-16; 22
Ps 146: 5-10 Mt 22: 34-40

24th Saturday Rev 21: 9-14 Ps 145: 10-13; 17-18 Jn 1: 45-51

25th Sunday Is 66: 18 – 21 Ps 117: 1 – 2
Heb 12: 5 – 7; 11 - 13 

Lk 13: 22 - 30
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 At each Mass two people can speak. One can speak on the relevance of the Word of 
God in their lives whilst the other can give their experience based on the theme 
“My Bible, My Story: Celebrating the Gift of the Word.”

5.  Parishioners can gather to read Bible-related reflections and verses after Mass on 
Bible Sunday.

6.  The Parish Council can come up with various interactive items like Quiz Night and/
or a Bible crossword puzzle contest for the youth. 

7.  Parishioners can also be invited to share their favourite Bible verses and personal 
reflections, which will be posted on boards around the church premises. The main 
objective of these activities would be to inspire/encourage parishioners and their 
families to read the Bible; reflect more deeply on the meaning behind God’s Word 
and learn how they can be applied in their daily lives.

8.  Organisers of this year’s celebration can invite various speakers to facilitate on 
various topics.

9.  Catechists can take a Bible text and make it come alive.  For example: ‘Love 
neighbour” and ask the children to do a “random act of kindness on that topic”.

  A programme can be introduced to new converts, RCIA or confirmation graduates 
because often “It can be tough sometimes for a new convert to know where to 
start when picking up the Bible”.  This way they can feel that they are part of the 
Worshipping Community. 

10.  Arrange a colouring competition for the young ones.  The winning team can 
dramatise the coloured picture during Catechism

11.  Parishes can launch a Scripture study/sharing programme to help parishioners 
grow deeper in faith.  This can be arranged over a set period in liaison with other 
groups like Renew and Alpha to: 

  o reflect and apply the Word of God in their lives. 
 o  encourage those who have difficulty understanding or reading the Word of 

God to nurture a love for Scripture.
 o read and to spread the Good News.
 o  find out more about God and how we fit into God’s plan.

Suggestions for Bible Sunday 2019 continued.....
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Homily

25th August 2019 will be Bible Sunday. It is an opportunity 
for us to re-consider our relationship with the Word of God. 

Each Sunday we hear the Word during the first part of the 
Liturgy.  How often do we allow a word or phrase to speak 
to our hearts? Some people have called the Bible, God’s 
love letter to us. Let us think of how many times we would 
read a love letter sent to us and then each time put it away 
safely until the next time we would read it again? It is a 
treasure, making our beloved present to us. So it is with 
the Bible. It becomes more and more the love letter from 
God in accordance with how often we read and treasure it.

And so, let us look at the portion of God’s love letter to us 
for today. The Responsorial Psalm and Alleluia verse sets 
the tone for our meditation: “Go into the entire world and 
preach the Gospel” and “I am the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the 
Father, but by me”. How do I go out and preach the Gospel and that to the entire 
world? I am commanded to preach the Gospel by my life more than by my words. The 
command “to the entire world” is for the Church of which I am a member. I can only 
witness to and preach the Word if I am on the way with Jesus, learning the truth about 
who Jesus is and what he came to reveal about his Father and what true life is. 

The readings for today give us hints as to how we are going to be living Bibles in our 
situations. In Isaiah we read how God the Lord will bring all nations and tongues to 
worship in Jerusalem. He will bring them as they are according to their customs “upon 
horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon dromedaries”. How will 
the Lord bring this about? Survivors (the remnant of God’s people who have remained 
faithful to his Word) shall be sent to declare “God’s glory among the nations”. 

The Letter to the Hebrews speaks about being a disciple: one has to be disciplined in 
order to face the difficulties of following in Jesus’ footsteps as a bringer of Good News. 
Suffering is a mark of a disciple of Jesus, but that suffering is like the fire which removes 
all dross from the gold – we need to be purified, so that we shall be bringers of the truth 
with the heart of God – sons and daughters of God.

Finally, we come to the Gospel reading for today. In the first sentence we see Jesus as the 
preacher in the towns and villages on the way to Jerusalem – the place of the gathering of 
God’s people but also the place where prophets are killed! Jesus speaks here about the 
fact that in order to be one of God’s people we have to live the life he has shown us and 

Bernadette Chellew
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not be “workers of iniquity”. The fact that 
we are part of the group that is chosen, 
does not automatically give us the right to 
the Kingdom of God. We need to ‘strive 
to enter by the narrow door’ one that is 
difficult to enter because it requires of us 
to be disciples: not carrying anything but 
being who we are in God (thin enough 
to enter!); and ready and wide awake to 
God’s time before God, the householder, 
closes the door. 

The Bible is the story of God’s dealings 
with and revelation to his people. God’s 
word is perennial; the Spirit teaches us, if 
we are faithful to the reading and study 
of the Bible. We can only show forth 
God and his Son, Jesus Christ, by being 
immersed in God’s Word in the power of 
God’s Spirit. In the Scriptures we find the 
Way to God, the Truth about God and the 
Life in God. 

Paul tells Timothy that he must “proclaim 
the word” because a time will come 
“when people will not tolerate sound 
doctrine but, following their own desires 
and insatiable curiosity, will accumulate 
teachers and will stop listening to the truth 
and will be diverted to myths” (2Timothy 
3: 2-4). Have we allowed this to happen in 
our lives and our community?  “Oh, that 
today you would hear God’s voice: do not 
harden your hearts” (Ps 95).

Homily continued.....
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Commentary

Lk 13: 22 – 30 

Prayer,

“Father, we thank you for the gift of your Holy Word.  

May it be a lamp to our feet, a light to our paths, joy to 

our hearts and strength to our lives.”

Spend a few minutes reading and re-reading to-day’s 
Gospel.  You may find it useful to mark anything that you 
find strange or needs explanation.

“Making his way to Jerusalem.”

This Journey to Jerusalem starts in 9:15 and ends with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 
19:36. As Jesus continues to move from Galilee to Jerusalem this is more a “journey of 
teachings” rather than a physical journey.  Our text today is just one small part of this 
body of teaching.  It is really a collection of Jesus’ sayings.  There is a common theme 
of “waiting” running through them all.  We need to take each saying separately as we 
reflect on its meaning and importance for us.

23Someone said to him, “Sir, will there be only a few saved?”  He said to them, 24”Try 
your best to enter by the narrow door, because, I tell you, many will try to enter and will 
not succeed.”

What is this narrow gate?  Luke has answered this question twice.  “Do to others as 
you would have them do to you” (6: 31), and “You shall love the Lord your God, with all 
your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbour as yourself. (10: 27) John puts it more strongly, “Love one another as I have 
loved you.” (Jn 15: 12)

“Will there be only a few saved?”  

This too has already been answered.  At the beginning of Chapter 10, Jesus sends 
out his seventy disciples.  The number seventy is certainly symbolic.  According to 
Gen 10 seventy is the number of nations on earth.  Also, on the Feast of Tabernacles 
seventy bulls were sacrificed in the Temple for the conversion of each pagan nation.  
The message is clear, ‘God wants the salvation of all his people – nobody can be lost.’  
We find the same message in Psalm 116: 15, “To costly in the eyes of the Lord is the 
death of his faithful.”

Br Michael Chalmers cfc
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Parable of the Master

25Once the master of the house has got up and locked the door, you may find yourself 
knocking on the door, saying, “Lord, open to us” but he will answer, “I do not know 
where you come from.”  26Then you will find yourself saying, “We once ate and drank in 
our company; you taught in our streets,” 27but he will reply, “I do not know where you 
come from.  Away from me, all you wicked men!”

Surely the message is clear.  We are being strongly advised, “Get to know Jesus.”  Once 
again, we go back to an earlier text in the Gospel to clarify our understanding. “My 
mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and act on it.” (8: 21)

Who will be saved?  Jesus leaves us in no doubt.  “Men from the east and the west, 
from north and south, will come to take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.”  
There is place for the whole world, for everybody in the “Kingdom of God”.

Our reading closes with a very strange and confusing saying, “30Yes, there are those now 
last who will be first, and those now first who will be last.”  We need to look elsewhere 
in the gospels to come to an understanding of his saying, this riddle.  In Mt 20: 1 – 16, 
Matthew tells the parable of the workers who were hired to work in a vineyard.  Some 
worked all day, others half the day and others for only an hour.  All received the same 
reward.  I wonder why.  The parable closes with, “Yes, there are those now last who will 
be first, and those now first who will be last”, with nobody left out.  In the African Bible 
this parable is titled “The Kingdom is a gift.”

The Kingdom of God is pure gift to us.  Makes you think!

Commentary continued.....

12
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Prayer before Communion

Lord Jesus, I bow before you in humility 
and as I prepare to receive your Body 
and Blood. Show me anything that is not 
pleasing to you. Reveal any secret pride, 
any unconfessed sin, any rebellion or 
unforgiveness that may be hindering my 
worthiness to receive you. Allow me to 
remember and celebrate your faithfulness 
to me and to all who will receive you. 
Make me realize your supreme sacrifice 
for all my sin: past, present, and future. 
Thank you for your victory over death. 
Let me remember always that your pain 
was indeed my gain. So, before I take 
communion today, I’m asking you to truly 
search my heart and reveal hidden things 
for which to ask your forgiveness. May 
your Body and Blood purify my heart and 

make me like you.

Prayer after Communion

Lord I have taken your body and blood. 
I have recommitted my life, my heart, my 
thoughts, my everything to you. Fill me 
today with your powerful Spirit. As I leave 
your House, help me to hold this fresh 
remembrance and the story that never 
grows old close to my heart. Help me to 
share its message faithfully as you 
give opportunity.

Communion Prayers

13



My Bible, My Story: Celebrating the Gift of the Word14

Lord of All, we come before you in all faithfulness, knowing that you alone are God: 
creator of Heaven and Earth, the solution to my problems. Bring me peace about the 
decisions I am facing and help me see your hand in everything that I do. I’m here to 
serve you, Lord, and all I ask is that you make use of me. I trust you to guide me and to 
protect me. Amen.

For families that they may be bound by cords of love: that parents may exercise 
authority over their children and children obedience to their parents. 

We pray to the Lord.....

That the Word may bring hope and inspiration to ALL.  
We pray to the Lord..... 

For the Church throughout the world and in parishes of which we are part. 
We pray to the Lord.....

For the poor, the homeless and the unemployed, and for all who suffer 
under persecution. We pray to the Lord.....

For our deceased relatives, the sick and for all those unable to join us today.
We pray to the Lord.....

Prayers of the Faithful

14



“It is the desire of the Spirit to mould us 
as a Church based on the Word: a Church 
that does not speak for herself or of 
herself, but who has at her heart and on 
her lips the Lord, and who draws from His 
Word every day. “

“The word of God is alive 
and active” (Heb 4 :12); it 
does not die, nor does it 
age, but it remains forever 
(cf. 1 Pt 1: 25). It stays young 
in the presence of all that 
passes away (cf. Mt 25: 35) 
and preserves those who 
put it into practice…..”

“It is important to remember that the Holy 
Spirit, the Life-Giver, loves to work through 
Scripture. The Bible is not a beautiful 
collection of sacred books to study – it is 
the Word of Life to be sown. Let us pray 
and let us ensure that that the Bible does 
not remain in the library among the many 
books that speak of it, but rather that it 
runs through the streets of the world and 
waits where people live.”

Pope Francis on the Word

15



For more information on the Celebration,
please contact:

Johannesburg

Tel: 011 435 7488

Cell: 082 831 4534

jhb@catholicbible.org.za

Durban

Tel: 031 303 1919

dbn@catholicbible.org.za


