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Messages from 
our seminarians

• Stay at home if you can
• Wear a mask
• Wash hands
• Practice social 
  distancing 
• Abide by the rules

CORONAVIRUS

Marist Brothers Linmeyer welcomed back the Grade PR (00) 
students. Seen here is Mila Gaspar and Tanya Gunther, 
Head of Department for the Foundation Phase Grades. See page 4

The Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference (SACBC) 

would like to convey 
sincere condolences to the 
Mlangeni Family and to 
the people of South Africa 
as a whole on the passing 
on of Andrew Mlangeni. 

 As a Catholic Church, 
we applaud him for his 
contribution in bringing 
about a democratic South 
Africa in which all people 
are equal. We acknowledge 
with appreciation the sacrifice  
he made in his personal life to 
realize the ideal of an equal 
society. We thank God for gifting 
him with long life and thus 
affording South Africa the benefit 
of his wisdom as an elder in 
helping to establish a mature 
democracy in our country. 

As the last Rivonia Trialist to 
leave this world, we acknow-
ledge the contribution of his 
generation to the freedom 
enjoyed by all in our country 
today. His passing away is a 
historic moment for the people of 
South Africa. The life and service 

Mlangeni’s life to be 
celebrated despite Covid-19

of Andrew Mlangeni is a chal-
lenge to all our people and our 
leaders to take our country 
forward in the spirit of sacrifice 
and service, evidenced by the 
generous life of this hero.

Despite the scourge of Covid-19 
we will continue to celebrate the 
life of Andrew Mlangeni in our 
hearts. We would like to convey 
our special condolences to 
President Cyril Ramaphosa on  
the loss of this icon of our nation.  

 May the soul of Mr. Andrew 
Mlangeni rest in perfect peace. 

Bishop Sithembele Sipuka  
(SACBC President)

The Archdiocese’s funeral  
ministers are finding them-
selves under immense  

pressure with the increase in deaths 
during these difficult times.

ADNews spoke to two ministers, 
one in the East Deanery and the 
other in the Soweto Deanery.

Cornelius Sithole from Holy 
Cross, Zola said he was commis-
sioned in 1990 by then-parish  
priest of St Joseph, Meadowlands, 
Fr Remigius Scheuver. 

There was the issue of multiple 
funerals on a Saturday and priests 
could not be expected to conduct 
all funerals with no assistance.

“I am not eloquent,” Cornelius 
had tried to object. 

“But you lead the choir in song 
and the congregation in prayer in 
that voice of yours, funeral ministers 
could really use your help in this 
regard,” the priest had encouraged 
him. 

Cornelius has never looked 
back. He listed some of the chal-
lenges as blocks (zones) that do not 
have an active leader, so they often 
get notified about a death on the 
eve of the funeral.

“Now when I get informed, I 
have to go the deceased’s residence 
to make the arrangements, arrange 
with the priest, and if he is already 
committed on the day, find a pre-
sider. If no-one is available, I visit 
the home a second time for prayers 

on the day before the funeral and 
the third time for the actual funeral.”

All this is voluntary and some-
times the deceased person’s resi-
dence is several kilometres away. 

“With only 50 people allowed, 
when the hearse leaves, we have to 
hurry ensuring that we are right 
behind the family car otherwise,  
if there are law enforcers at the 
gravesite and they have already 
reached restricted number in their 
count, we are not be allowed in,”  
he added.

Cornelius described the funeral 
of people who succumbed to 
Covid-19 as “heartrending”.

“In one case, the coffin, 
wrapped in lots of plastic, was not 
even dismounted from the hearse. 
With the back of the hearse open, 
we had to say prayers standing a 
few feet away. What caused great 
distress for the family was that 
when their loved one was hospital-
ised, they were not allowed to visit, 
nor to view their body for the last 
time. Thus their death becomes  
difficult to accept.”

The funeral minister is thankful 
that he has retired and can move 
around. However, as much as his 
wife and family are supportive, they 
complain that it has become too 
much. They are also concerned 
about him exposing himself to the 
virus as he is over 70 years old. 

“I remind them that we are sup-
posed to care for one another,” he 
said, adding that he is helping  
Fr Teboho Matseke who is also not 
coping with the surge in deaths, 
especially being responsible for two 
parishes. 

In their group of eight ministers 
– one passed away during the lock-
down, one is looking after an ailing 
husband, the other member has 
recently lost a wife and is very old, 
and two younger members cannot 
take leave from work so they have 
to conduct funerals during the 
week. 

“I thank God for making me 
serve Him through this ministry, 
said Cornelius.

Cornelius Sithole, funeral ministers’ 
coordinator – Holy Cross, Zola

Vincent Makhale – St Joseph, Katlehong

Funeral ministers 
under pressure

Another funeral leader and extra-
ordinary minister of the Holy 
Eucharist, Vincent Makhale from  
St Joseph, Mokoena described  
this as a calling for him. With over 
20 years’ experience, he said this 
ministry had been a training ground 
for an even bigger calling to the 
permanent deaconate. 

Vincent said funerals are now 
conducted at home as they 
wouldn’t want to put people’s lives 
at risk. They have also experienced 
an increase in deaths and various 
challenges including having to con-
duct two funerals on a Sunday 
which goes against the Church’s  
liturgy.

Even if families object this 
arrangement with funeral parlours, 
there is nothing they can do.

He added that because they are 
not allowed to continue with the 
service if there are more than 50 
people present, a designated  
person keeps count. 

The services are now punctuat-
ed with reminders of regulations 
such as keeping masks on and 
observing social distancing, he said. 

He admitted that quality time 
with family is compromised. 
However, his wife, who as a dedicat-
ed member of the St Anne Sodality, 
understands his commitment. And, 
as much as he was a passionate 
member of the St Cecilia Sodality, 
he informed its leadership that he 
would like to dedicate more time to 
the works of mercy of comforting 
the sorrowful and burying the dead. 

“Parish priest, Fr Elijah Otu MSP, 
who is the chief funeral minister is 

very appreciative of our support,” 
said Vincent. 

As funeral leaders, it is impor-
tant that they take cognisance that 
they are not priests, so in their 
absence, they are the face of the 
Church, he concluded.

 
 The Role of Office of 

Divine Worship and Liturgy
This department, which provides 
training and guidance for people to 
be trained in this ministry,  
conducts diocesan workshops for 
this. It also sells the Order of 
Christian funerals books in English, 
Sesotho and isiZulu.

The head of department, 
Annastacia Mphuthi, said they 
extend their gratitude and pray for 

the repose of the souls of those 
who  were active, amongst those, 
Julia Mofokeng from St Pius X, 
Mofolo, Nomsa Mtshali from Holy 
Cross, Zola, Jonas Mokgethi from 
Holy Spirit, Dobsonville, Telang 
Mohapi and Augustine Motseki 
from St Francis Xavier, Evaton.

Lerato Mohone



adnews@catholicjhb.org.za August 2020Volume 35 No 52

ADNews stringer, 
Judy Stockill, 
attended an 

international meeting of 
the National Catholic 
Register’s (NCR) Earth-
Beat advisory panel by 
Zoom. The meeting was 
on Wednesday 15 July.

EarthBeat, a project of 
the NCR, is a platform for 
stories of climate crisis, 
faith and action.

Individuals are invited 
to share short stories of 

what they are doing to heed the 
call of the Church and Pope 
Francis to make changes to 
their lifestyle in the interests of 
caring for our common home. 
The link is: https://www.
ncronline.org/earthbeat/small-

earth-stories-submit-your-story-
here. “I know there are Justice 
and Peace (J&P)  activists out 
there recycling, gardening and 
doing clean-ups.’ Judy said.

Established in August 2019 
EarthBeat has a staff of four 
under the editorship of Bill 
Mitchell and an international 
advisory panel of 26. The 
meeting was convened and 
chaired by Sara Wiercinski, 
Director of Audience 
Engagement, National Catholic 
Reporter Publishing Company.

After being introduced to 
staff writers Brian Roewe, Tom 
Fox and Jesse Remedios 
panellists introduced themselves. 
Of the 14 present at the  
meeting only André Dumoulin, 
activist and author from Panama 

Make use of 
our Archdiocesan website
Looking for church contact 
information about the Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg, events and organ-
isations? We have a comprehensive 
list of parishes, priests, schools, 
homes, creches, shelters, sodalities 
and secular orders. 
All are welcome to submit upcoming 
events and news for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: 
AUGUST

3rd  St Philip Benizi, Meyerton 
(1960)

4th  St John Vianney. Pray for our 
seminarians.

8th  St Dominic’s, Boksburg (1910)
11th  St Clare, Orange Farm
12th  Blessed Isadore Bakanja, 

Protea Glen (1996)
15th/19th Our Lady of the Assumption, 

Molapo (1959)
21st  St Pius X, Mofolo (1956)
22nd  Mary Queen of the Apostles, 

Munsieville (1926)
23rd  St Rose of Lima, Botleng
25th  St Louis, Thulamntwana 
28th  St Augustine, Germiston (1896) 

and Orange Farm
28th  St Augustine College, Victory 

Park (1999)
29th  St John the Baptist, Brakpan 

(1918)

ORDER OF CARMELITES 
DISCALCED SECULAR

(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises  
ALL VOCATIONS…!’

(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment to JESUS  

today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity  

and Obedience…
EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
Enter The Order of Carmelites  

Discalced - Secular (ocds)
Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge  

on 083 703 2301

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Coronavirus Rosary
Created by “a friend of Our Lady”.

Please join “a friend of Our Lady” in praying and sharing the Coronavirus 
Rosary to unite Catholics around the world in the battle against the Coro-

navirus pandemic, armed with our greatest weapon – the Holy Rosary.

Guided by the Holy Spirit and a Love for Our Lady,  
the CORONAVIRUS ROSARY was created to unite Catholics 

all over the world in asking Our Lady to intercede to the Holy Trinity,  
to Combat the Coronavirus pandemic affecting us all.

Click on the link below to download the Coronavirus Rosary.

https://bit.ly/3etq2XJ
(Document has been designed as a booklet.  

When printing set the page layout to booklet)

Join us on FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/A-Friend-of-our-Lady-111487553651637

Email us at a afriendofourlady@gmail.com
Together in prayer

“a friend of Our Lady”

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and survival 

of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill 

pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

A 13 week Seminar – 
Support Programme 

designed to help you 
after the death of a loved one.

Commencing 
Wednesday 19th August 

6.30 pm
Virtual meetings 

conducted via Zoom
Contact Coralie Deas 083 524 7016

PRIOR BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
Each weekly session highlights 

a different aspect of grief.
Regret Covid-19 regulations 

and parish cannot accommodate 
physical meetings.

Pope’s Intentions: 
August

The Maritime World: We pray 

for all those who work and live 

from the sea, among them sailors, 

fishermen and their families.

and Judy Stockill, J&P eco-justice 
proponent. Sr. Redemptor Ikonga 
of Kenya was not able to attend. 
The meeting considered what 
stories EarthBeat should publish; 
what themes should be expanded 
on; what issues have not yet been 
touched on but should be.

Judy was interested to learn 
that in the US that ‘see, judge, 
act’ is referred to as ‘research, 
reflect, act’. EarthBeat provides 
research articles in the section 
‘Burning Questions’. The meeting 
felt that more attention should be 
given to spiritual content espe-
cially in view of the fifth anniver-
sary of the publication of the 
encyclical Laudato Si’, Care for 
our Common Home. EarthBeat 
should be at the intersection of 
faith and climate science. The 
traditional teachings of, for 
example, the corporal works of 
mercy should be matched with 
the teachings of Laudato Si’.

Attracting more and younger 
readers was another point of 
discussion. @EarthBeatNCR on 
Twitter could be used for this. 
“Especially here where our young 
Catholics are so active on social 
media,” said Judy.

In the US with the now-
possible re-election of Trump, 
under whose Presidency, environ-

mental legislation has weakened 
and is a threat. Climate change 
activists are engaged with policy 
advocacy. One of the panellists, 
Dr Sylvia Hood Washington, OFS, 
points out that pollution has 
reached levels which result in 
changes to the DNA of humans.

South Africa has strong 
environmental legislation which is 
poorly enforced. Judy encourages 
Justice and Peace groups to hold 
to account the authorities that are 
supposed to protect South 
Africans’ constitutional right to 
‘an environment that is not 
harmful to their health or well-
being.’ (Ch 2; 24(a))

EarthBeat – 
Sharing 
Laudato Si’

The EarthBeat website, 
https://www.ncronline.org/
earthbeat, is a treasure trove of 
ideas, resources and information 
and a good place to star.’ she said. 

“The SA Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference’s J&P Department 
has information about 
Government departments and 
who to contact. We should make 
a handbook of Laudato Si’; use it 
as a manifesto for a post-Covid 
better country; put our faith into 
action for our good and the good 
of all our neighbours,” Judy 
urged.

 Judy Stockill, Staff Reporter

Culture of Life Apostolate
Social Worker / Administrator & Driver to work in the house.
Employment opportunity
Volunteer Lawyer to joing the CoLA Committee
For more info: Contact admin@cultureoflife.co.za

PREGNANCY 
CRISIS LINE

Pregnant?

Need help?

Call 
061 925-1987

In this period of Corona Virus, we will strictly 
follow the Covid-19 regulation network 
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 

Further lessons 
from the 

lockdown

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: • 
PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

The word also speaks of participa-
tion and fellowship.

All people need a sense of com-
munity in order to live a fulfilled 
life. The Coronavirus lockdown has 
kept people apart, hurting extended 
families and neighbourhood groups.

When last did you feel that you 
really belonged to your parish  
community? 

For some Catholics the parish 
church is a place to spend an hour 
on a Sunday, but it is less important 
than the gym, sports club or local 
bar. We must find ways to foster 
koinonia so that our fellowship in 
faith is central to our self-image.

Diakonia means service. We rec-
ognise it as the origin of our words 
‘deacon’ and ‘diaconate’. 

The deacon’s ministry is still 
much undervalued. They are sup-
posed to be deputies of the bishop, 
not adult altar boys! But true diako-
nia is not restricted to the ordained 
deacon. All Christians are called to 
be God’s servants in the service of 
their fellow people. When asked to 
recall the restoration of the perma-
nent diaconate in 1967, an older 
priest said, “we have always had 
deacons, but for many generations 
we called them Sisters!” If we are 
to renew the Church, all must be 
dedicated to service. There can be 
no passengers for all are crew; there 
can be no spectators for all are par-
ticipants. 

Marturia is very close to our 
word ‘martyr’, but its primary 
meaning is ‘witness’, or ‘testimo-
ny’. The martyrs are those who 
bore witness even to the giving of 
their lives. 

One day we invited some Alpha 
members to speak to the faithful 
during the church announcements. 
Instead of simply advertising their 
programme, they gave testimonies 
based on their experience. Some in 
the congregation said this wasn’t 
very Catholic! Yes, sometimes it is 
better to witness through actions 
rather than words, but we Catholics 
need to be more self-confident in 
showing Christ to the world. If we 
leave it all to the priests and nuns, 
the Church will just fade away. 

Liturgia you recognise as liturgy. 
This fifth element is vital, necessary 
and central to Christian practice.

If you have found this article 
“uncatholic”, allow me to state that 
we cannot be Church without the 
liturgy and the sacraments. Liturgy 
alone, however, makes for an 
unbalanced faith. As we slowly 
reopen the parishes, let it not be just 
for liturgy, liturgy and more liturgy. 
Proclamation, community, service 
and witness are needed now, more 
than ever before.

Recent columns asked what 
we can learn from not 
attending church during 

lockdown. Last month’s article 
ended with this paragraph which 
needs further explanation:

We teach that the true Church is 
marked by four signs: it is one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic. Before 
Christianity was fragmented, how-
ever, the Church emphasised five 
other characteristics which we 
would do well to recapture in a 
post-Coronavirus world: kerygma, 
koinonia, diakonia, liturgia and 
marturia.

The article of faith “I believe in 
one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church” comes to us from the ear-
liest Church Councils. The Niceno-
Constantinopolitan Creed is shared 
by all recognised as Christians. I 
sense, however, that when many 
Catholics state their belief in the 
Church that is “one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic”, they think only of 
the Roman Catholic Church. We 
forget the bonds that unite us with 
the Eastern Catholics, we ignore 
the fact that we have the same sac-
raments as the Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox Christians, and we turn a 
deaf ear to recent Popes who have 
called Protestant Christians “our 
separated brethren”.

In a post-pandemic world, one in 
which we are likely to be poorer 
and humbler, perhaps we will see a 
spiritual revival as people rediscov-
er what is of ultimate importance. 
If such a revival is going to be sin-
cere and appealing, we cannot 
afford to be as sectarian or doctri-
naire as before. One way of finding 
common ground is to look back to 
the early Church, before schism, 
division and revolt, and rediscover 
what our forebears held in high 
esteem. The following five essen-
tials have come down to us in 
Greek which shows how far back 
they go in Christian history.

Kerygma is often translated as 
‘proclamation’. This is a useful 
word, but kerygma also denotes 
being ‘called out’ or ‘summoned’. 
Christ is the Word of God and must 
be both announced and received. 
The earliest Christian proclamation 
was ‘Jesus is Lord’ and from this 
has flowed all subsequent Christian 
preaching. Declaring salvation in 
Christ is more than teaching people 
the story of the historical Jesus. It 
must bear testimony to Christ who 
lives today and who wants to be in 
relationship with us.

Evangelical preaching gets criti-
cised for its simplistic and individ-
ualistic message: “Have you 
accepted Jesus as your personal 
Saviour?” but how often do you 
hear a really dynamic homily from 
a Catholic priest or Deacon?

We have to revive our homiletics 
so as to feed the people. We need 
Sunday homilies that are scriptural, 
contextual and listenable.  

Koinonia means the love of 
brothers and sisters in community. 

Joyce Maphisa, 
Friends of the 
Shrine treasurer 
and Pastoral  
Centre  
chairperson

Government should support 
and migrants and refugees

The Coronavirus has added to 
the desperate plight of 
migrants and refugees.

Speaking on World Refugee Day, 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, the South-
ern African Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence Liaison Bishop for Migrants 
and Refugees said in a statement: 

“We commemorate the lives of 
refugees, totally aware that the 
pandemic has added an extra 
burden and challenge on their lives.

“The Southern African Catholics 
Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) is 
saddened and disheartened by the 
way many governments have, in 
their response to the socio-
economic needs of their people, 
excluded refugees and asylum 
seekers. We would like to remind 
them that Covid-19 knows no 
borders. We are all faced with the 
same pandemic.”

On Saturday June 20, the 
international community cele-
brated World Refugee Day (WRD). 
Since 2001, the day is celebrated 
around the world to highlight the 
plight of refugees and to celebrate 
their mettle and resilience. Every 
year, the United Nations chooses a 
theme for the celebrations; the 2020 
World Refugee Day theme is 
“Everyone can make a difference. 
Every action counts.”

The SACBC is united with the 
United Nations and the rest of the 
world, not only in celebrating the 
lives of refugees but also in prayer 
for their well-being and protection. 
As Bishops of the Catholic Church in 
Botswana, South Africa and 
Eswatini, we are aware of the 
amount of work that has been done 
and continues in responding to the 
needs of the almost 80 million 
refugees and other forcibly 
displaced person, most of whom 
live in deplorable conditions. A lot 
however, still needs to be done, not 

least on the protection and 
integration of refugees and other 
vulnerable people who have been 
forcibly displaced.

The 2020 WRD comes at a time 
when the whole world is faced with 
Covid19 pandemic that has ravaged 
many lives all over the world, 
exposed many inequalities, injustice 
and our broken humanity. 

The international conventions 
ratified by our governments and 
the domestic legislation clearly 
allow for the needs of refugees to 
be catered for, especially during this 
time of the pandemic of Covid19. 
Our humanity and our religious 
belief does not allow us not to 
share the little we have with our 
neighbour in need. As Catholic 
Bishops, we are concerned about 
their well-being and implore host 
countries not to exclude them 
when responding to the socio-
economic needs, especially of the 
vulnerable during this time. We 
particularly ask the human family to 
exercise the four verbs of 
Welcoming, Protecting, Promoting 
and Integrating them as we have 
been encouraged by Pope Francis.

Such behaviour is reflective of the 
hostility that has manifested itself in 
many host communities. The SACBC 
is deeply concerned by this growing 
hostility which at times has mani-
fested itself by violent reactions 
targeted to refugees and other 
vulnerable migrants. Xenophobia, 
particularly in South Africa, has 
been a recurring problem and as 
the Bishops of the Catholic Church, 
we condemn any form of hostility 
towards a sister or a brother. We are 
seriously and deeply concerned by 
the social media campaign under 
#PutSouthAfrica

Firstly, that is bordering on hate 
speech and calling for discrimi-
nation of non-South Africans in the 
economic and social sectors, among 
others. We call on the South 
Africans and certainly Catholics, to 
refrain from involving themselves in 

such campaigns as they go against 
the values of the Gospel and the 
Social Doctrine of the Church.

We encourage everyone to be 
fully involved in the theme of this 
year’s WRD celebration – “Everyone 
can make a difference. Every action 
counts” because it is in each one of 
us doing his or her bit to make a 
difference in the life of a refugee, 
that we can improve their protec-
tion and wellbeing.

This year's WRD reminded us of 
the endless wars, persecutions and 
violations of human rights that 
have forced many to leave their 
homes and countries, in search of 
protection and safety. Many of 
them caused by the loud guns  
that have reverberated all over the 
continent of Africa, robbing our 
children of their youth. 

The SACBC joins and supports 
the African Union in its call to 
silencing the guns in the African 
Continent. These guns have done 
enough damage to our continent, 
our people and retarded their 
development. Unless there is 
stability and peace in Africa, where 
justice and respect for human 
rights prevail, we cannot have 
development and there will 
certainly be no prosperity.

Consequently, people will always 
be forced to leave their homes in 
pursuit of protection and a better 
life. We call on AU member-states 
and the international community to 
help in silencing the guns in Africa.

We wish all refugees and forcibly 
displaced people a blessed World 
Refugee Day. We also remind 
everyone else that, “Everyone can 
make a difference. Every action 
counts.”

+Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI
SACBC Liaison Bishop for 
Migrants and Refugees

Messages of encouragement from 
members of the Archdiocese

“Let us reopen churches with trust 
that it is God only who can provide 
the answer for an end to this pan-
demic. Scientists, epidemiologists, 
priests, laity do not have the answer. 
Let people come to Mass, observing 
all precautionary measures and pray 
for an end to this.” 

Fr Arnaldo Nyathi, 
parish priest of 
Holy Angels, Bez 
Valley

“The Government has issued 
regulations which we must comply 
with and, if we do, we can over-
come the virus. We cannot cooper-
ate with God if we do not cooper-
ate with one another. We are 
socially responsible in that God 
asked Cain (Gen 4: 9), “Where is 
Abel, your brother?” He responded 
“I do not know, am I my brother’s 
keeper?” If that is the attitude we 
are going to adopt, it goes against 
what the Church proclaims that, 
every person has a responsibility 
to our brothers and sisters, wher-
ever they live.

We had grand plans for the year, 
however, God’s plans are not ours. 

“We appreciate the years He 
has given us. With the increase in 
private prayer, may we continue to 
pray for a vaccine and hope that 
everyone is safe so that when all of 
this ends, we can be like the Israel-
ites, delighted to have been liber-
ated from Pharoah’s reign.”

Shrine merchandise is still avail-
able from Veronica Pieterson at the 
Chancery.

As part of the Department of Catechetics’ response of containing the 
spread of the pandemic, members decided to hold their meeting in the 
parking area of the Cathedral. They are from left: Vicar for catechetics  
Fr Boniface D’Souza, Nthabiseng Moloi and Veronica Mofokeng. 

Fr Boniface 
D’Souza, Vicar 
for Catechetics 
and parish priest 
of Our Lady of 
Loreto, Kempton 
Park

Fr Boniface D’Souza said: “Every situ-
ation is an opportunity for us to 
learn something. So this virus 
should not instil a sense of fear or 
paralysis but hope.

Practising social distancing
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Michael Silas Matsema was a father, activist, 
humanitarian, and feminist on an ongoing 

quest to stomp out gender-based violence from the 
root up. Whilst engaging with men and boys from 
South Africa’s townships and helping them make 
them change their behaviour towards women and 
girls was his main focus, he also assisted survivors 
in rebuilding their strength and lives. Unfortunately, 
his mission ended prematurely. He passed away 
unexpectedly on 7 July. 

It is true what they say: once an activist, always 
an activist. That certainly applies to Mike Matsema. 
Raised in Pretoria’s townships of Mamelodi, the 
activism bug bit him in the 1980s when he joined 
the fight for freedom and democracy, one for which 
he almost paid the highest price. He was detained in 
1985 and 1986 by the security police and tortured, 
during which he lost his front teeth. 

“Then his family home in Mamelodi was petrol 
bombed,” says Robert Mafinyori, gender justice 
project coordinator of the Catholic Church under 
Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference’s 
(SACBC) justice and peace commission, who knew 
him well. 

After South Africa’s first democratic elections in 
1994, Matsema hung up his activist gloves, perceiv-
ing them as no longer needed – or so he thought. It 
didn’t take long before he dusted them off, this time 
to fight for better service delivery in his home town-
ship of Mamelodi. 

Four years ago, however, after attending a work-
shop by the local branch of the HeForShe cam-
paign, the father of four daughters changed course 
and joined the fight against gender-based violence. 
His approach: engaging with men and boys around 
their behaviour and mindset, a strategy that proved 
to be phenomenally successful.  

“Mike was a male feminist, there are no two ways 
about it. He took every single opportunity, from 
funerals and weddings to church services and tavern 
visits to engage with fellow men and their sons 
about their behaviour towards women and girls, 
helping them deal with their issues, change their 
ways, and become better men,” says Mafinyori. “He 
was not afraid to talk about and debate controversial 
issues, such as male privilege and toxic masculinity, 
even if it cost him his friendships. He didn’t care 
about that. All Mike wanted was to fight for women 
in his community, a struggle which he knew he 
couldn’t win without involving men.”

Pumzile Phiri still can’t believe her colleague, her 

Remembering Mike Matsema
The feminist of Mamelodi

brother, her best friend, and her long-term partner in 
the fight against gender-based violence in townships 
and informal settlements is no more. She remem-
bers the last time they spoke, which was about two 
weeks before he died. “That was after a last-minute 
meeting. Mike called me and told me, ‘Pumzile, I 
need you to learn as much as you can from me’. He 
was serious, so I asked him what was wrong. He 
told me nothing was wrong, referring to me as his 
right-hand woman and the pillar of his strength,” 
she recalls, her voice dissolving in sadness. “I am 
so very heartbroken. With Mike dying, I lost my 
everything.”

What made Matsema the change-maker he was, 
was that he took his own story and background as 
an example, and that he walked the talk every single 
day. “Before joining the HeForShe campaign, Mike 
was like many other men out there. He was aggres-
sive, didn’t make time for his family, and benefited 
hugely from his male privilege. This changed after 
attending his first workshop,” says Mafinyori.

As an activist, he spoke frankly with men about 
his previous life and what made him change. It is a 
story many men can relate to.”

Being a father of four daughters, two of whom he 
raised by himself, was what drove him to become a 
better man and make a difference in his community 
and beyond. That, and Phiri’s story, she says. The 
48-year-old from Mamelodi suffered for years at the 
hands of an abusive partner. 

“At one of the first HeForShe workshops we 
both attended, during which we all shared our life 
experiences, Mike was very silent. When I opened 
up about my life, about having been in an abusive 
relationship, he started crying. After that, he rose 
and shared his own experiences,” Phiri explains. 
From that moment, they were inseparable in their 
mutual quest to end South Africa’s gender-based 
violence pandemic.

Besides focusing on men, Matsema and Phiri 
have worked with vulnerable women, helping them 
see the dangers of blessers and giving them the nec-
essary tools to harness their inner strength and see 
their worth. With the support of the United Nations 
Women and SACBC Justice and Peace Commis-
sion, this led to the founding of a movement for 
young women, called the Young Women for Life, 
which has since branched out to other townships 
and has thousands of members nationwide.

Micheal Silas Matsema was laid to rest in Mam-
elodi on Saturday 12 July.

The Emmanuel Place of Hope 
Daycare Centre was the recipient 

of 156 food parcels donated by De 
La Salle Holy Cross College Alumni 
(DLSHCC) and Community for their 
winter outreach initiative.  Emma-
nuel Place of Hope was established 
by the Holy Cross Sisters in Shosha-
nguve, near Pretoria, providing a 
safe place for vulnerable children in 
the community.  They usually 
provide day care for vulnerable 
children aged two to seven, and 
aftercare for schoolchildren. 
However, during the lockdown they 
have started supplying food parcels 
to the families and guardians of the 
children.

Patrick Munyembate of the 
DLSHCC Alumni Committee said: 
“This year marks the 175th jubilee of 
the Holy Cross Sisters, so we really 

De La Salle Holy 
Cross College 
gives to children  
in need
wanted to support some of the 
great work they are doing in 
communities all over South Africa.   
I would like to thank all the DLSHCC 
alumni, parents and staff for 
supporting this worthy cause’.

Sr Monica, Provincial Leader of 
the Holy Cross Sisters of South 
Africa, thanked the college com-
munity for its generosity. “The 
children at Emmanuel Place of 
Hope are going to believe in the 
love of God because you have 
concretely displayed it,” said

Lydia Orsmond and Julia O’Connor

Gr PR Marist Brothers Linmeyer back to school
On Thursday, 9th July 2020, Marist Brothers Linmeyer welcomed 
back the Grade PR (00) students. It was lovely to see most of the  
Pre-Schoolers back onsite. 

View photos: https://photos.app.goo.gl/YTsRVDYgMmmkPuYA7

Front: Giavanna Alves, Back: Mia Reis, Cayla Reis  
and Lethabo Nkwadi.

Ariv Jeevarathnum

Daniel Pereira
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Requiem Mass
Bishop Zithulele 
Patrick Mvemve

31 May 1941 – 6 July 2020

Bishop Patrick Mvemve was 
laid to rest in a crypt under 
the Cathedral of Christ the 

King earlier this month.
He was the second bishop of 

the Diocese of Klerksdorp. In April 
2013, Pope Francis accepted Bishop 
Mvemve's resignation as Bishop 
and appointed Johannesburg's 
Archbishop, Buti Joseph Tlhagale, 
OMI, as Apostolic Administrator un-
til the third Bishop, Victor Phalane 
was named.

Bishop Mvemve passed away on 
6 July at the age of 78.

He was born on 31 May 1941 in 
Evaton and was educated at St Mar-
tin de Porres School, Soweto.

He attended formation at  
St Peter’s Seminary in Hammans-
kraal, Pretoria, and was ordained to 
the priesthood in the Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg in June 1969. He 
was a well-known opponent of 
apartheid.

In 1980, he was detained, along 
with Frs Michael Mkhize and Remig-
ius Makobane, and interrogated by 
the apartheid security police.

When he became a bishop, he 
became involved in international 
meetings on the resolution of a 
peaceful end to the apartheid 
regime.

In 1994, he succeeded the 
retiring Bishop Daniel Verstraete, 
becoming the Klersdorp Diocese’s 
second bishop.

The Bishop served numerous 
roles including being vice-president 
of the Inter-Regional Meeting of the 
Bishops of Southern Africa and the 
standing committee of the Sympo-
sium of Episcopal Conferences of 
Africa and Madagascar, amongst 
others.

The late Bishop served as the 
Auxiliary Bishop of Johannesburg 
for a short period from 1986. 

He resigned as bishop of Klerks-
dorp on April 26, 2013, and was 
succeeded by the current Bishop 
Victor Phalana.

Bishop Mvemve who was born 
and lived in Johannesburg,  
requested that he buried at the 
Cathedral. His tombstone was 
installed soon after the burial.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale

The start of the Requiem Mass

Above and right: Bishop of Klerksdorp, Victor Phalana, who succeeded the  
late Bishop Patrick Mvemve, was the main celebrant.

Bishop Peter Holiday, Bishop of Kroonstad 

Fr Tony Nunes

Bishop Duncan Tsoke  
delivering the homily. Vicar for Liturgy, 

Fr Ben Mahlangu OMI

Right: A letter of condolence 
from the State President
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Above and left: The main celebrant 
Bishop Victor Phalana

The clergy during the entrance procession.

Above: Bishop Peter Holiday places the mitre on Bishop Mvemve’s coffin.

From left: Bishop Peter Holiday, 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, 
Bishop Victor Phalana, and 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke 

Right: Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale incenses the 

coffin.

Archbishop Dabula Mpako

The biretta of Bishop Mvemve rests on 
his coffin.

Mournful laity are seated on the left 
and clergy on the right.

Archbishop Dabula Mpako 
of Pretoria

A mourner follows proceedings.

Distribution of holy communion.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke prepares to 
place the Book of Gospels.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke places the Book of Gospels 
on the coffin.
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Above: The Requiem Mass in session.

Left: The clergy leave in 
procession after the Mass.

Chancellor of the Archdiocese,  
Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did'Ho, 

Above: Arch/bishops during the recessional.

Vicar General Fr Paul Beukes OMI Fr Vusi Mdlalose

Main celebrant 
Bishop Victor 
Phalana

Soloist, Fr Lawrence NdlovuMourners, practising social distancing,  
during the Mass.

Left: Archbishop  
Dabula Mpako

Bishop Victor Phalana 
distributes holy  

communion.

L-R: Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale, 
Bishop Peter  
Holiday  and 
Bishop Victor 
Phalana.
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Sr Monica Tau of the Companions of St Angela.

Vicar General Fr Paul Beukes OMI

The Arch/bishops 
during consecration 
assisted by Fr Victor 

Ngwenya

Above: Archbishop Buti Tlhagale reads 
the programme.

Bishop Victor 
Phalana

Left: An artist’s impression of 
Bishop Patrick Mvemve

Left: The coffin of Bishop 
Patrick Mvemve is lowered 
into the crypt.

Fr Victor Ngwenya  
during the rite of 
committal.

Pics by Sheldon Reddiar

Fr Victor Ngwenya makes his way down the ladder into the crypt.
The coffin on 

the floor of 
the crypt.

Lowering the coffin into the crypt.

The interior of 
the crypt show-
ing some of the 

plaques of   
previous bishops 

buried there.

THE CATHEDRAL CRYPT
The crypt underneath the Cathedral 
has a long, interesting history. It 
was built as part of the Church 
building by architect Brian Gregory 
in the late 1950s and it’s the only 
one of its kind in the southern 
hemisphere. 

To date, five bishops have been 
laid to rest there, including Bishop 
Patrick Mvemve, with space for  
14 more burials. The crypt can be 
extended in the long term when 
necessary into an outer chamber.

The opening of the crypt is in the 
aisle leading to the altar and has 
been cordoned-off with pot plants 
so people cannot walk over it.

The crypt is cleaned monthly by 
the Administrator of the Cathedral 
Fr Victor Ngwenya who is the only 
person permitted to enter it.

The plaque with a brief history of  
Bishop Mvemve was installed soon 
after the funeral.

Lerato Mohone
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01-09-89 Fr Blaise Mambu
01-08-99  Fr Jean-Lambert Kalala
03-08-07  Fr Xavier Barongo
06-08-16  Fr Tshepo Lekoko
09-08-03  Fr John Panpogee
11-08-01  Fr Paul Beukes
11-08-07  Rev Brent Chalmers
11-08-07  Rev Peter French
11-08-07  Rev Michael Harrington
11-08-07  Rev Jacob Modise
11-08-07  Rev Zain Reddiar
11-08-18  Fr Norbert Munekani
14-08-93  Fr David Evans
14-08-99  Fr George Okwii
14-08-10  Fr George Guerra
23-08-01  Fr Jeff Jawaheer
31-08-02  Fr Anthony Egan

2nd Rev Philippe Lukusa- 
 Lumpungu
5th Fr Jean Yammine
9th Fr Jeffrey Johnson 
 Fr George Okwii
10th Fr David Dryden
11th Rev Michael McGovern
13th Fr Lawrence Ndlovu 
 Fr Raymond Matseke 
 Rev John Makhalemele
14th Fr Pierre Chemaly 
 Fr Russell Pollitt
15th Fr Joy Sebastian 
 Rev David Potteron
16th Fr Charbel Habchi
17th Fr Gabriel Mazive
18th Fr Andrew Thomo 
 Rev Edward Nyembe

We celebrate with our Priests

Ordinations

The following priests and deacons celebrate their birthdays and 
anniversaries of their ordination. Remember them in your prayers.

Birthdays in August
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In a difficult situation, there 
always something to learn. 
Often, when we face a 

problem or difficult situation, we 
are quick to dismiss it. Difficult 
situations make us stronger, and 
draw us closer to God. The world 
is currently faced with the 
pandemic of the Coronavirus. 

Our prayer is that we want it to 
end immediately, so that we will 
go back to our “normal” life. This 
is a time for reflection, a time 
of total renewal, a time to restore 
broken relationships, a time to 
listen to God. 

Our idea of a normal life is a 
noisy life, where we just live 
without consideration at times, 
where we take things for granted. 
This time of pandemic teaches us 
that the needs of our brothers and 
sisters are essential to us and that 
life ought to be treasured and 
purpose-driven. During this time, 
we are called to be a people of 
the beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-9). 

To be poor, so that others may 
gain, to mourn with the world 
through uniting in prayer unceas-
ingly, to be meek, to be merciful 
by giving a helping hand, to be 
peace-makers.  The beatitudes 
ought to be translated into our 
actions, but they ought be lived 
first in our homes, as stated in 
Apostolicum Actuositatem -11, 
that “the mission of being a 
primary cell of society has been 
given to the family by God 
himself” so that we may live 
them out in our communities. 

We are called to “cherish a 
deep feeling of solidarity with the 
human race and its history” 
Gaudium et Spes 1. Let us be 
open to the present situation, and 
it will, in a way, help us live out 
our Christian vocation, to be poor 
for the sake of others, to strive 
for peace and to remember that, 
as a Christian family, we are 
called to be the cell of society. 
Let us come out of this experi-
ence/situation as a new people. 
Let our prayer be “God with the 
little I have, how do I help those 
in need during this difficult 
time”. As a Christian family, we 

are reminded by Holy Mother 
Church that “the joy and hope, 
grief and anguish of the men of 
our time, especially of those who 
are poor and afflicted in any way, 
are the joy and hope, the grief and 
anguish of the followers of Christ 
as well.” (G.S 1). When the world 
is in pain, we are called to bring 
hope. We can only achieve that if 
we let God use us to be instru-
ments of his peace. May God be 
our consolation in this difficult 
time, may He inspire us and 
strengthen us in our cardinal 
virtues. Again, help us to be a 
people of the beatitudes.

Br Karabo Lephuting
St John Vianney seminarian

Even before he was be elected 
as president of St John 
Vianney Sem3inary Student 

Council, Br Vusi Nhlapo of Holy 
Cross, Zola was already exhibiting 
leadership qualities especially 
where matters of his vocation  
to the priesthood were  
concerned. 

He attributes these qualities to 
the rigorous training and various 
roles he has had at the seminary. 
His main duty as president is to 
ensure that the needs, concerns 
and interests of seminarians are 
prioritised. 

Of this role Br Vusi said:  
“I am glad that it has given me an 
opportunity to learn how to handle 
different characters. Some people 
will challenge you to see if you will 
cower to their demands or stand 
your ground.” He is appreciative of 
his executive committee which 
fortunately is supportive and “does 
not give him a headache”. When I 
issue directives after consulting 
with Dean of Students Fr Zakheleni 
Mkhwanazi and taking the 
committee’s input into considera-
tion, they often say, ‘the leader has 
spoken’ and implement as outlined. 

He described the Covid-19 
epidemic as one of the greatest 
tests he has had to face as a leader. 
Several places of formation were 
closing and fellow seminarians were 
asking about the way forward. 
However, as soon as the Minister for 
Higher Education issued the 
regulations concerning institutions 
of higher education, the bishop in 
charge for the Seminaries 
Commmision, Bishop Vincent 

Zungu OFM of Port Elizabeth, 
consulted with the Rector and the 
staff, and continued to give 
directives that the seminary close 
and students be sent back to their 
respective dioceses. Soon after that, 
the President announced the 
nation-wide lockdown. 

Thus to save the academic year, 
the e-learning programme was 
introduced. Lessons took place daily 
whereby lecturers would send 
notes onto the student portal. Every 
week day they had classes from 
08h30 to 12h55 and punctuality is 
registered.

WhatsApp groups were also 
created where students could have 
a cost and data effective way of 
consulting on learning material that 
needed further clarification. The 

People of the beatitudes

Br Karabo Lephuting

Leading in challenging times

President of the St John Vianney Semi-
nary Student Council, Br Vusi Nhlapo 
addressing fellow seminarians. 

lockdown, therefore, has not been 
a holiday as the academic life and 
formation had to continue. 

Br Vusi has been assisting  
Fr Teboho Matseke at his home 
parish and the parish priest of  
Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni,  
Fr Joshua Mpiti SCJ, during Mass 
and joining them for prayers as 
part of formation. 

 “What I miss most is the 
structure at the seminary, also just 
to be with fellow seminarians, 
being at daily Mass, singing in the 
chapel, playing sports and 
engaging with the staff” expressed 
Br Vusi. 

 He also mentioned that staff 
members like Mr Themba Mnguni 
who lovingly calls them Mfundisi 
(priest). “You are our future priests,” 
he often says encouraging them 
and reminding them of their call. 
He said that the final year students 
returned on 19 June for their last 
lap of the race and their safety was 
prioritised. The rest of the Student 
Body will return on 3 August. Br 
Vusi, whose tenure ends in October 
said his message of encourage-
ment to fellow seminarians was 
that the Church still needed young 
priests and that it valued their 
vocations. People can and should 
support seminarians through 
prayer; asking the good Lord to 
produce good servants for His 
vineyard, especially in this time 
where we prepare for a new 
normal. 

Lerato Mohone

23rd Fr Matthew Otika
24th Fr Mandla Skhosana 
 Rev Paulos Mochesa
25th Rev David Lavers
28th Fr Kifle Kirba 
 Rev Dr Alexander Niven
30th Rev Phatudi Mamabolo
31st Fr Raymond Anyanwu 
 Rev William Davies

Mathapelo Molefe, Fr Godfrey 
Kisabuli SPS and Naledi 

Mogotsi at St Paul, Tsakane after 
First Friday Mass on the feast of  
St Thomas the Apostle.

With the numbers of people 
contracting Covid-19 in the country, 
the parish decided to close again 
soon after as they felt it was still 
unsafe. Fr Godfrey who still cele-
brates Mass virtually said he misses 

First Friday Mass 
in Tsakane

everything about his parishioners 
including simple things like hearing 
their “and with your spirit” response 
when he says “The Lord be with you”. 

He looks forward to seeing them 
again when the storm is over and 
keeps everybody in his prayers.



adnews@catholicjhb.org.za August 2020Volume 35 No 510

Tel 011 338-5077   WhatsApp Number +27 78 919 1515

HEAVEN IS A REALITY
Reg. No 2003/047906/23

No Holiness, No Heaven

We deal in wholesale & retail of:
Bibles, Rosaries, Crucifix, Medals, Hymns, 

Statues, Etc.
COMPARE OUR PRICES!

BRANCH
Albertina Sisulu
10th Street
Bezuidenhout Valley
Johannesburg

BRANCH
15 Twist Street

Cnr De Villiers Street
Drill Hall (Opposite MTN Garage)

Johannesburg CBD

On Sunday, 21 June, Marist Brothers, 
Linmeyer celebrated Father’s Day by 
sharing photos of fathers and their  
children on the school’s Facebook 
page. It was a special day to honour  
the role of fathers and grandfathers.

Donating 
blankets to 
children in the 
community
The Society of St Vincent de 
Paul of St Theresa, Zondi gave 
blankets and warm soup to  
children in need on 27 June. 

Styles Makhoba

Our Lenten period and 2020 
as a whole has been 
disrupted by Covid-19. 

There are many challenges and 
much to learn from the pandemic. 
Government has said Covid-19 is 
here to stay and we must learn to 
live with it until a vaccine is 
found. This becomes a new 
normal. 

The global pandemic is taking 
livelihoods, dignity, physical 
connection and, above all, that 
most precious commodity, 
people’s lives. We are over-
whelmed with Coronavirus news 
– reading, watching, seeing and 
hearing news 24/7 can leave us 
all feeling helpless, hopeless, 
without a future and incredibly 
lonely. During these difficult 
times, I’ve been thinking of the 
positive aspects which are 
coming from Covid-19.

Cleanliness
Our places of worship and houses 
are shining. What we have taken 
for granted is now important - 
hygiene is of the highest priority. 

Think of others
In everything we do, we should 
think about for others – how we 
can help, what we can do to make 
it easier for others. 

Stay home
Only go out if it is necessary. 
Most of our meetings are now 
held via Zoom and are straight to 
the point which saves a lot time. 

Social distancing
We are in a time when physical 
connection – whether it is going 
to the office, seeing family and 
friends or just having a drink or 

meal at your local restaurant, is 
not encouraged.

Many of us are out of work 
and perhaps have been affected 
by the virus, being stretched or 
decimated financially or having 
to close your business. But, for 
others, it may be a time to reflect 
and fine inner strength.

To me, it feels like we are 
having a total ‘reset’ on life and 
how we were living it. 

Social distancing
• Clean your hands often. Use 

soap and water, or an alcohol-
based sanitiser.

• Maintain a safe distance from 
anyone who is coughing or 
sneezing.

• Wear a mask when physical 
distancing is not possible.

• Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose or mouth.

• Cover your nose and mouth 
with your bent elbow or a 
tissue when you cough or 
sneeze.

• Stay home if you feel unwell.
• If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek 
medical attention.

Fr Solomon Mphela
Dean of the Vaal Deanery

On the feast of Corpus Christi, Victory Park, parishioners received a 
special blessing and received Holy Communion from parish priest,  
Fr Tony Daniels OMI, together with the deacons and Communion  
ministers. Holy Communion was handed to parishioners through their 
motor vehicles’ windows, as is being done now in many parishes. 

Ida Steyn

Busy lockdown 
for Catholic 
Women’s League 
from Victory 
Park

No idle hands for St Charles, 
Victory Park Catholic 

Women’s League ladies who 
have been busy pickling chillies, 
chutney and making jams during 
the lockdown. Others are collect-
ing jars and either knitting or 
crocheting blankets.

A blessing after so long!

Covid 19 
– lessons to learn

Marist Brothers’ Linmeyer 
celebrates Father’s Day

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant


