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Celebrating a feast instead of a funeral

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and Bishop Duncan Tsoke lead the
procession of the Rosary at the Mass of the Assumption of the Virgin
Mary at the Mother of Mercy Shrine in Magaliesburg on Sunday,
16 August. The Mass was celebrated under strict social distancing regulations. See article and photos on page 10.

Called to be instruments
of divine mercy

Vicar for Liturgy Fr Benedict Mahlangu OMI, Rev Tshepo Maseko, Fr Tente
Sompane SCJ, Fr Joseph Matsau, Rev Fusi Khumalo and Vicar for Vocations,
Fr Michael Seheri.
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Catholic schools
commit to tackling
racism head on
“Catholic Education is, above all, a question of
communicating Christ, of helping to form Christ in the lives
of others. The cause of Catholic Education is the cause of
Jesus Christ and of His Gospel at the service of humankind”
St Pope John Paul II
strategies to put the interests of
the school and its pupils first.

examine this issue, and to respond
appropriately”.
As a consequence some schools
are to establish transformation
committees and have invited
alumni to form part of the
representatives. As a criteria,
they call for people with interest
and experience in dealing with
issues of discrimination,
transformation and diversity
inclusion that will develop
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CORONAVIRUS

• Stay at home if you can
• Wear a mask
• Wash hands
• Practice social
distancing
• Abide by the rules
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Target: R25 million

Lerato Mohone
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R18 232 442

afety, health and wellbeing have always
been of paramount
importance in Catholic schools.
However, there have been cases
in which past and present pupils
of our schools have expressed
that they felt degraded, belittled
and discriminated against.
Several schools have sent out
statements of apology in which
they acknowledge and “deeply
regret that they have failed in
their duty to provide a safe space
where all their students, irrespective of race, feel a deep sense of
belonging.”
These schools have enlisted the
help of social justice practitioners
so that they provide much-needed
guidance on this journey of
redressing the situation.
A former learner wrote on one
of the school’s Facebook page:
“The disgusting racism I experienced at this school 17 years
ago was traumatic and changed
my personality negatively. I am
looking forward to the school
putting this statement into action.”
Catholic schools get their
mandate from the Church and are
informed by the Catholic Social
Teaching whose principles
include human dignity and teach
that every person is made in the
image of God, and that human
life at every stage is precious and
therefore worthy of protection
and respect.
The Catholic Board of Education (CBE), which is responsible
for all Catholic schools has released a statement wherein they
condemn intentional and unintentional racism.
It reads: “We recognise that
some of our children and staff
have not experienced that their
dignity and personhood are
valued, and many of our schools
are grappling with finding the
most compassionate and practical
ways to respond to this issue of
injustice. The CBE is in an
ongoing process of consulting,
discerning and finding ways to
support an enable schools to

R16 275 129

Continued on page 5.
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Rev Tshepo Maseko is deeply
thankful to the many people who
have supported him in this journey. The encouragement of parish
priests has also played a vital role,
he shared.
He said as a child, a young
Fr Alexis Tladi was inspirational
as a priest. But when he passed
away, he ignored the call and even
went on to pursue a qualification
in IT and networking.

Youth news

Lebanon
solidarity

R13 274 571

Rev Tshepo Maseko
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mercy if we, ourselves, do not
have a personal encounter with
God’s mercy in our lives. You
cannot give what you have not
received.”
He highlighted that God shows
His mercy, despite imperfections,
weaknesses and failures.
He shared the three dimensions
of service linked to the deaconate:
Service in the context of Church’s
ministry of the word, service in
the context of ministry of sacraments, and service in the context
of Church’s ministry to the poor.
“We often forget the third dimension,” he said.

7

R3 396 078

one-of-its-kind ordination
to the deaconate took place
on Tuesday, 28 July at the
Cathedral. In the era of Covid-19,
only few people could physically
be present to congratulate Brs Fusi
Khumalo from Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Thokoza and Tshepo
Maseko from Our Lady of Peace,
Kagiso II on their great respective
milestones.
Bishop Duncan Tsoke was the
chief celebrant and he was assisted
by several priests.
In the beginning of his homily,
he extended profound gratitude to
their families for offering them as
a gift to the Church.
The Bishop’s message spoke of
God’s divine mercy and implored
them to be of service, especially
to the poor, more so during this
time whereby Covid-19 is ravaging
the world.
During this pandemic, said
Bishop Duncan, as deacons, and
later as priests, you should
consider your calling to being
instruments of divine mercy.
Reflecting on the first reading,
Bishop Duncan continued: “The
Prophet Isaiah reminds us that
we cannot be ministers of God’s

Farewell
Marieke
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St Vincent de Paul
appeals for
donations to help
those in need

CWL members
from Holy Rosary,
Phiri. From left:
Margaret Khoza,
Thabile Tshabalala and Bridgette
Shabangu.

brinian Agency for Cooperation
and Development in Italy (ASCS
– Agenzia Scalabriniana per la
Cooperazione allo Sviluppo).
Unfortunately resources have
become depleted and the scheme
has been reduced to assist the
poor two days a week from the

initial five days per week.
Appeals are being made far and
wide for donations to support the
SSVP to carry on helping those in
need.
Please phone 076 512-6049 for
more information.

Yuresha Perumal

Catholic Women’s League’s Mamohau
Members of the Catholic Women’s
League (CWL) at Holy Rosary in Phiri
did not let the Covid-19 pandemic
keep them from their charity work.
Every year, the CWL, Soweto
Region, commemorates International Nelson Mandela Day with a
charity event at Mamohau Motshehetsi Community Care and Support
Centre by giving donations. However, with the pandemic, the event
could not take place.

Pope’s Intentions:
September

resources:
Respect for the Planet’s
t’s resources
We pray that the plane
but shared
will not be plundered,
manner.
in a just and respectful
5th
8th
9th
14th
15th
20th
24th
27th
29th
30th

After the centre manager,
Thabile Tshabalala, pleaded for
good samaritans to donate to their
beneficiaries in spite of the global
pandemic, CWL ladies together
with their long-standing friends
from Church of the Resurrection,
Bryanston responded to the call.
A huge donation came from
Bernadette Winderley from that
church who is a friend of the
parish. Distribution was left in the
capable hands of the CWL ladies
who always make sure that
donated food parcels go to really
deserving families and groups.
The centre has 59 children and
13 grannies who are beneficiaries.
They welcomed the donations
with gratitude and joy.
Thabile Mbhele

PATRONAL FEASTS: SEPTEMBER
St Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Crystal Park
Our Lady’s Birthday. All Marian parishes.
St Peter Claver, Pimville (1928)
Holy Cross, Zola (1960)
Mater Dolorosa, Kensington South (1956); Our Lady of Dolours, Carletonville (1956) and Our Lady of Sorrows, Nigel (1939)
St Andrew Kim, Midrand Korean community (2008)
Ss Cosmas and Damian, Cosmo City (2008)
St Vincent de Paul Society
St Gabriel, Khutsong (1961) and St Michael, Meadowlands (1973)
St Jerome, Houghton Croatian community (1993)

Food parcels ready for distribution.

The Society of St Vincent de Paul
(SSVP), La Rochelle initiated a
feeding scheme in April to assist
the poor and destitute during
lockdown. Unemployed and
desperate to feed their families,
men, single women with children,
and the old and young, queued for
hours every day to receive the
food parcels that included basic
staples.
To date, SSVP, in conjunction
with St Patrick’s, La Rochelle
have fed over 2 000 families and
have given out over 12 000 food
parcels and 1 000 blankets.
Funding for this massive project
has been sourced through the
generosity of parishioners as well
as overseas donors affiliated with
the parish, including the Scala-

Married couples are invited to explore and
enrich their relationship by registering for
The Marriage Course online,
hosted for the Archdiocese of Johannesburg
family desk.
The marriage course covers
a range of practical tools such as
communication and conflict resolution.
Whether couples have been married six months or 40 years,
are in a good place or are struggling,
The Marriage Course offers practical support
to strengthen relationships.
Watch the promo here: https://youtu.be/3uIW6pCzROc

For more information on the marriage course online,
please email bryanstonmc@gmail.com

COMMUNITY NOTICES
ORDER OF CARMELITES
DISCALCED SECULAR

PRE G N A N CY
CR IS IS L IN E

(OCDS)

Pregnant?
Need help?

Answer your calling

Call
061 925-1987

Do you think you are called to
serve as a Catholic priest in the
Archdiocese of Johannesburg?

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical
abortion), Catholics must be told,
for their eternal welfare, and survival
of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill
pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

If yes, please send me an SMS
or a WHATSAPP message –
and I will call you.
WhatsApp only: 076 889 3105
Calls/sms: 083 408 0873
Fr Michael Seheri
Episcopal Vicar for Vocations
Archdiocese of Johannesburg

Coronavirus Rosary
Created by “a friend of Our Lady”.
Please join “a friend of Our Lady” in praying and sharing the Coronavirus
Rosary to unite Catholics around the world in the battle against the Coronavirus pandemic, armed with our greatest weapon – the Holy Rosary.
Guided by the Holy Spirit and a Love for Our Lady,
the CORONAVIRUS ROSARY was created to unite Catholics
all over the world in asking Our Lady to intercede to the Holy Trinity,
to Combat the Coronavirus pandemic affecting us all.
Click on the link below to download the Coronavirus Rosary.
https://bit.ly/3etq2XJ
(Document has been designed as a booklet.
When printing set the page layout to booklet)

Culture of Life Apostolate
Social Worker / Administrator & Driver to work in the house.
Employment opportunity
Volunteer Lawyer to joing the CoLA Committee
For more info: Contact admin@cultureoflife.co.za
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Join us on FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/A-Friend-of-our-Lady-111487553651637
Email us at a afriendofourlady@gmail.com
Together in prayer
“a friend of Our Lady”

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’
in the centre of the World –
‘Love comprises
ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment to JESUS
today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity
and Obedience…
EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
Enter The Order of Carmelites
Discalced - Secular (ocds)
Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge
on 083 703 2301

Make use of
our Archdiocesan website
Looking for church contact
information about the Archdiocese
of Johannesburg, events and organisations? We have a comprehensive
list of parishes, priests, schools,
homes, creches, shelters, sodalities
and secular orders.
All are welcome to submit upcoming
events and news for the website.
The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za
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Invalid
sacraments
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

T

his month’s question comes
from a reader who would
like me to clarify a ruling
that came from Rome in August.

and say the words given in the
ritual book. Changing the words is
said to invalidate the whole
ceremony.

I read that the Vatican has just
declared some baptisms invalid
because priests were not saying
the right words. What is this
about, and why do priests try
something like that?

Isn’t all this emphasis on matter
and form a bit ridiculous? Doesn’t
it make the priest seem like a wizard casting magic spells?

We know that various local priests
have different ways of doing
things, so we should not be surprised to find even greater differences from country to country.
Personal approaches are tolerated
but, when something is considered
questionable or controversial, it is
not unusual to find the matter
being referred to the Holy See for
arbitration or deliberation.
It seems that, instead of using
the formula “I baptise you…”
some priests say “We baptise
you…” The reason for this was
that some clergy wished to include
the family and friends of the candidate in the baptism, and to
emphasise that baptism means
joining a faith community. This
practice was questioned and, on 6
August this year, the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith [CDF]
made its judgement: whenever
“we” had been said instead of “I”,
a valid baptism had not been performed and the ceremony would
have to be repeated.
This ruling will mean heartsore
and inconvenience for the families
concerned and the CDF has been
decried for its insensitivity and
inflexibility, but the ruling should
not surprise us. Even if the Roman
congregations (the departments of
the Holy See) were not conservative by nature, they make judgements based on theological and
legal precedents. They do not
innovate, and they do not encourage innovative ideas coming from
the local churches. In 2012 a similar ruling was made when some
clergy, wanting to use only genderneutral expressions, had baptised
“…in the name of the Creator and
of the Redeemer and of the
Sanctifier.” Those ceremonies
were also declared invalid.
What is needed for a valid sacrament? Do we still speak about
“matter and form” like in the
olden days?
The scholastic theologians of the
Middle Ages taught that every sacrament has matter (the substance
used in the ceremony) and form
(the words that must be said). This
remains part of our theology and
our canon law. If we take the
Eucharist, for example, the correct
form is the Eucharistic Prayer, and
the correct matter is bread made
from wheat flour and wine made
from fermented grapes, though
dispensations may be granted to
those who cannot consume them.
For baptism to be considered
valid, the minister must use water
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It might seem that way until we
remember that the minister must
have the correct intention also.
This doesn’t mean that the priest
must concentrate very, very hard,
but that he must intend to do what
the Church has mandated him to
do. If a priest whispered the words
of consecration in a bakery, he
would not transform all the loaves
on display since he would not be
doing what the Church intends.
The ordained minister is not a
magician!

Pastoral Care and Bienvenu
Shelter Outreach Programme

T

Sr Marizete Garbin and her team give a
food voucher and sanitisers to a migrant.
Behind is Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’Ho,
the episcopal Vicar of Pastoral Care with
Fr Anthony Spencer ofm, Fr Siphelele
Gwanisheni ofm, and parish priest of
St Francis of Assisi, Fr Tony Thourard, ofm.

Sr Marizete and her team assisted by
Fr Jean-Lambert Kalala, parish priest
of Sacred Heart, Kalehong distributed vouchers for food and clothes to
migrants, refugees, asylum seekers and
undocumented South Africans.

he Department of Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees and
Bienvenu Shelter’s outreach programme has not only continued, but
expanded. They are distributing, amongst other things, food, vegetables,
winter clothes vouchers, sanitisers, masks, heaters and blood pressure
monitors as well as hygiene products to needy families in Archdiocese
communities.
During June and July, they distributed supplies to beneficiaries in the
following parishes: Cathedral of Christ the King; St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville;
Sacred Heart, Katlehong; St Lewis Bertrand, Paneyville; St Rose of Lima,
Delmas; St Joseph, Mayfair; Holy Spirit, Dobsonville; Our Lady of Victories,
Doornkop; St Maria Goretti, Riverlea; Sts Cosmas and Damian, Cosmo City;
Holy Angels, Bez Valley; Divine Mercy, Walkerville; St Philip Neri, Moletsane;
St Francis de Salle, Lawley; and St Francis of Assisi, Vanderbijlpark.
In total, the department and Bienvenu Shelter assisted 13 683 people.
During distribution, the teams ensured that beneficiaries
abided by the regulations set by the government to
avoid the risk of contamination. They practised
com-pulsory social distancing, temperature
taking and the sanitisations of hands for every
beneficiary and its team. Health advice was
also given.
Inset: Food Parcels which were
distributed to the needy families
at Divine Mercy, Walkerville

Can the matter and form ever be
changed? Has this ever happened?
Yes, they can be changed, but not
at parish or diocesan level. When
Pope St Paul VI published the
revised Rite of Confirmation in
1971, he explicitly changed both
the matter and the form so as to
make our ritual the same as that of
the Eastern Churches. This did not
invalidate earlier confirmations,
but it restored a more ancient practice and clarified Catholic teaching
on this sacrament.

Receiving a donation of vegetables

Above: Bienvenu Boleko, Sr Marizete Garbin,
Sr Marivane Chiesa and Fr Raphael Ntlou
at St Lewis Bertrand, Paneyville.

Are the correct matter and form all
that are required?
Not at all! For a valid celebration
of a sacrament several things are
needed: [1] We need the correct
minister. Only a bishop may
ordain, only a bishop or priest may
hear confessions, but anyone may
baptise. [2] A priest may require
both the authority that comes from
Holy Orders and the relevant faculties granted by the bishop. Faculties may be withdrawn and this
helps keeps clergy accountable. [3]
We require the correct recipients.
These are people who have faith,
who have been adequately prepared, who come at the right time,
with the correct disposition, and
who are not prohibited from doing
so. Peter may love and want to
marry Jane, but if Peter is already
married to Susan … he is not
allowed to present himself at the
altar!
Whether the Holy See will allow
local diversity in either matter or
form remains to be seen, but this
discussion will continue as local
churches come into their own and
begin to express their Christian rituals and liturgies with their own
languages, music and cultural
norms.

We need more questions
about the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow: •
PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

St Rose of Lima Delmas: Sister
Marivane giving a food voucher
to a beneficiary.

Food vouchers and sanitisers were
distributed to migrants, refugees and
asylum seekers with parish priest of
Sts Cosmos and Damian, Fr Emmanuel
Wafula assisting.

Distributing vouchers of food and
clothes to migrants, refugees, asylum
seekers at the Cathedral. Markos Asefa,
the leader of the Ethiopian community
was also there to help.
Sr Marizete Garbin, HOD: Department of
Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees

Chancery staff
bids Marieke farewell

T

he Chancery held a mini
surprise farewell party for
Tribunal Head of Department, Marieke Vrugtman.
Fr Thabo Motshegwa, the
Department’s vicar, thanked
Marieke for 10 years of invaluable
service, dedication and for, “in
many ways, having been the voice
and face of the department”.
“Lay people tend to be uninterested in this important part of the
Church, yet you have served with
passion,” he continued. He said it
was not “goodbye” as they would
like to call upon her for guidance.
In response Marieke said: It has
been unexpected and wonderful
working at the Chancery. She said
Canon Law had “jumped out” at
her one day whilst browsing
through a St Augustine College
brochure. She asked then-Vicar
General, Fr John Finlayson, if there
was any point in a lay person

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Fr Thabo Motshegwa congratulates Marieke Vrugtman for her service
to the Archdiocese.

studying Canon Law.
Fr John gave an enthusiastic yes.
He told her lay persons who studied
Canon Law were needed. And so
she studied for a Masters degree in
Theology with specialisation in
Canon Law.
Marieke said God gave her the
passion to help couples who were
struggling to move on following a
failed invalid marriage to enter a
new valid marriage.
“It has been great joy and has

given me tremendous happiness
to help people get on with their
lives,” she said.
As much as it has been good
working at the Chancery and
lovely working with everybody,
there is always time to move on,
she said.
Vicar general, Fr Paul Beukes
OMI said he personally admired
her deep sense of faith and that
the staff would miss her.
Lerato Mohone
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Our World of Families

M

arfam’s 2020 family theme
brings together humanity
and the rest of creation each
month with a different family
aspect. During September, the
focus is on Pope Francis’s call in
Laudato Si’ for The Care Of Our
Common Home.
Overview: Many new insights
have been incorporated into our
way of thinking in recent years.
The concept that the world is our
common home is a beautiful
image and necessary insight into
understanding not only the
wonder of the whole human
family, but the family forms
found in nature.
We, the human family, in its
various forms, with different
religions, political ideologies and
experiences of wealth and
poverty are the greatest threat to
our world’s security and stability
today. Certainly, the current and

still very-active Covid-19
pandemic is a clear indication of
this. Every other family in
creation will suffer because of
the way we have treated this
common home. Is our heritage
and culture doomed to be a
negative influence or how can it
be redeemed?
Pope Francis has instituted
The Season of Creation is from
1 September to October 4 the
feast of St Francis.
Marfam’s daily reflections are
linked with the scripture readings of the day but focus on a
wide range of issues for reflection, sharing, discussion, prayer
and action. For other resources
on the environment and coping
with Covid-19,visit
www.marfam.org.za or
email info@marfam.org.za or
call Toni on 082 552-1275.

Quotations from Pope Francis
from Laudato Si’
A fragile world entrusted by God
to human care, challenges us to
devise intelligent ways of directing,
developing and limiting our power.
Laudato Si’ 78.

Culture is more than what we have inherited
from the past; it is also, a living dynamic
and participatory present reality, which cannot be
excluded as we rethink the relationship between
LS143
human beings and the environment.

In the Immaculate
Heart of Mary –
How I met
my Mother

T

hroughout the years I, like
most other Catholics, had
always simply heard and read
theologies around Mary and the
Rosary without any authentic
understanding of and faith in her
role in my Christian life. I remember
avoiding the Rosary as much as
possible, yet I held no grave
objections to it. Feeling powerless
against a particular vice in my life at
some point, I decided to call on
Mary’s help as I resolved to
complete a 54-day Rosary novena.
Amazed by the graces I received to
conquer this vice, I never stopped
praying the Rosary daily, yet I still
had no personal relationship with
Our Lady – a concept both foreign
and scary to many Christians,
Catholic or not. I suppose many
indeed fear making Mary an idol, a
replacement of Jesus. But who is
Mary without Jesus? Upon research,
study and reflection on the scriptures and tradition, one realises just
how profoundly and mysteriously
“blessed” this chosen woman is, and
how a rejection of her identity and
purpose is irrational.
My own relationship with
Mary changed during and after I
committed to a 33-day private
pilgrimage in preparation for
consecration to her Immaculate
Heart. One can find a few versions
of such a pilgrimage on the web. At
the end of my private pilgrimage,
about six years ago, I had a
profound encounter with Our Lady.
Pope Francis, in a letter to all “bornagain” Christians, explained that
Catholics “do pray to Mary and the
saints, but when we do, we do so

through the Holy Spirit”. This is
precisely what I experienced during
this powerful encounter, that is, the
Holy Spirit leading me to Mary,
more specifically to consecrate
myself to her Immaculate Heart. In
fact, it was directly after praying
the consecration prayer wholeheartedly that I began to cry as my
spirit experienced a deep sense of
joy, peace and happiness. It was as
if Mary drew near to me at that
very moment wanting me to know
that she has heeded my desire to
belong to her, to be her son
beholding his mother (Jn 19:27) and
placing his existence in her graceful
care. I have entrusted each day and
element of my life and my family to
her motherly love ever since. I
continue to ponder on her role as
the Mother of God the Son and the
Church, and as the Queen of
Heaven and Earth. As I reflect on
the joyful, luminous, sorrowful and
glorious mysteries, I find the Spirit
revealing more and more profound
things to me. I delight in praying
the Rosary increasingly from my
heart as I leap into the arms of my
Mother and Queen, trusting that
her sole desire is to lead me ever
closer to Jesus; to teach me to
know, follow, love and serve him.
For which human being knows
more than Mary how to glorify God
through Christ?

“Call within a call”
and Covid-19
I recall browsing on
YouTube on the day
before South Africa’s
national lockdown in
the face of Covid-19.
Somehow, at the top of
my list appeared a
video explaining the
power of praying the
entire Rosary (20 mysteries)
each day. I felt unusually
drawn to it and after mere
minutes of watching, I knew that
the Spirit was calling me to make
praying the entire Rosary a daily
habit. While I knew it required
sacrifice, I felt immensely honoured
by this call and joyfully responded
with my yes. Since the first day of
lockdown, I have striven to pray
accordingly, devoting each set of
five mysteries to particular
intentions pertaining to myself, my
family, my ministry, the Church and
the world facing unique challenges.
Why God asked this of me at the
advent of the lockdown I do not
really know, but I trust the reasons
are significant. I share this personal
call with you in light of an article I
recently read on the ‘Miracle of
Hiroshima’. Eight Jesuit community
members, and the church rectory in
which they resided, survived an
atomic bomb blast that killed
80 000 people instantly. The rectory
was situated a mere eight blocks
from the blast. Although thousands
more died after the blast from
radiation, these men defied the
laws of science and remained alive
and healthy to tell their tale for
decades to come. When asked why
they believed this miraculous grace
was bestowed upon them they
stated, “We believe that we
survived because we were living
the message of Fatima. We lived
and prayed the Rosary daily in that
house.”
I find this account and other
miracle stories attributed to the
power of the Rosary always
echoing in my heart when I pray it,
especially when I do so with my
family. My spirit is always at peace
in the face of all evils, including the
Covid-19 crisis, and I have a sense
of fulfilment in my duty as a
Christian, interceding for people
both familiar and strange. Faithfully
praying the Rosary might not
warrant me, my family or any of us
such miraculous grace as it did the
Jesuits of Hiroshima, but I am
certain that many graces, known or
unknown, befall those who entrust
their existence to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. Coronavirus or not,
war or peace, injustice and
oppression or justice and respect
for human dignity – in this heart I
choose to remain.

Dillon J. Naicker
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Bishop Duncan Tsoke
congratulates newly
ordained Rev Fusi Khumalo.

Called to be instruments of divine
mercy – continued from page 1.

Jesus kept knocking at the
door to his heart and Rev Tshepo
decided to confide in his brothers
who, in turn, told their parents.
Fr Enoch Shomang was his parish
priest at the time and athough
elderly, he was very supportive.
When Fr Bisto Theophilus
Malotsa OMI took over the parish,
he encouraged him to join diocesan priests.
Many people were shocked and
would say in disbelief, “die laatie”
(this little one) really wants to be a
priest? Thus, in 2012 he started his
journey to the priesthood.
Rev Tshepo chose Weskoppies
Psychiatric Hospital in Pretoria
West as part of his pastoral work.
“I wanted something different.
Also, we tend to neglect people in
mental institutions,” he said.
His pastoral work and internship
is varied as he also helped host
Letsemeng with parish priest, Fr
Ben Mahlangu on Radio Veritas
and was stationed in parishes such
as St Raphael, Mamelodi in Pretoria Archdiocese, Sacred Heart in
Katlehong and Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Thokoza where he also fa-

The newly ordained deacons helping Bishop Duncan Tsoke during the
consecration.

cilitated workshops and retreats.
Rev Tshepo aspires to be a
happy priest, he said beaming.
Rev Fusi Khumalo
Rev Fusi Khumalo was convinced
that he was called to anything but
the priesthood. So when friends
would attend vocations’ workshops, he did not see the need to.
Unexpectedly, during his working
days, he started having a change
of heart and with each workshop
he then started attending, discerned the purpose of his life.
“I ended up being more at peace
and joyful at these workshops
than I was at work.”
What was surprising was that

in the end, he was the one who
joined the seminary whilst his
friends realised this was not their
calling.
Rev Fusi lost his father at a
young age. He said his death
taught him to be strong, with his
words to forge ahead in life no
matter the difficulties, staying
with him to this day.
He said he has been blessed
in that God has provided him
exemplary male figures who have
been his constant guides. This
includes Solomon Motshoeneng,
who walked him down the aisle
as his mother presented him to the
Church. “Solomon and his family
have supported me through thick

and thin in this journey of
life and faith,” said a grateful Rev Fusi.
He shared that Fr Joseph
Matsau, who was at one point,
his parish priest has been a mentor
and an inspiration even before
he realised he was called to the
priesthood.
He is the only son born after five
sisters, two of which are twins,
hence the name Fusi “ea mafahla”
(a Sesotho name for a son born
after twins). He said his mother
and family have been supportive
from the onset.
For his pastoral experience, he
was at St Martin de Porres, Or-

lando West under the leadership
of Fr Bruce Botha SJ: “I worked
both at the parish as well as the
high school by the same name,
teaching religious education and
history.
“I hope to be a good priest –
approachable, compassionate and
humble, he added, delighted with
his ordination.
Lerato Mohone

Prostrating during the
litany of saints.
Left: Bishop Duncan Tsoke (centre)
is flanked newly ordained Rev
Tshepo Maseko left and Rev Fusi
Khumalo right and St John Vianney
seminarians of the Archdiocese and
Fr Tshepiso Lekoko far left.

Right: Rev Fusi
Khumalo’s mother,
Mangaka Alina
Radebe.

Vicar for
Liturgy,
Fr Benedict
Mahlangu

Rev Fusi Khumalo
during the calling
of candidates.

Below: Rev Fusi Khumalo is
pictured after the celebration.

Above: Rev Tshepo Maseko poses
for a picture after the celebration.
Above: Rev Tshepo
Maseko’s mother,
Maleeto Maseko.
Above: Rev Tshepo Maseko’s father, Africa Maseko.

Nthabiseng Maseko receives
Holy Communion from her
brother Rev Tshepo Maseko.

Rev Tshepo Maseko’s sister,
Nthabiseng Maseko proclaims the First Reading.

Vicar for Vocations, Fr Michael Seheri looks on as the newly
ordained Rev Fusi Khumalo and Rev Tshepo Maseko assist
Bishop Duncan Tsoke during consecration.
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Rev Fusi Khumalo’s niece
Lebohang Khumalo during
the litany of saints.
Br Fusi
Khumalo during
the entrance
procession.

The Cathedral’
choir librarian
Rachel Ngidi and
Fr Lawrence
Ndlovu rendered
beautiful music.

The entrance
procession.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke flanked by the newly ordained Rev Tshepo Maseko
and Rev Fusi Khumalo.

Rev Fusi Khumalo
incenses priests.

Above: Rev Tshepo Maseko pages
the Roman missal for Bishop
Duncan Tsoke.
Left: Rev Tshepo Maseko, his
parish priest and vicar for Liturgy,
Fr Benedict Mahlangu OMI,
Rev Fusi Khumalo and his parish
priest, Fr Tente Sompane.

Br Fusi Khumalo
with his mother, Mangaka
Alina Radebe.

Br Tshepo Maseko and
his parents from left,
Africa and Maleeto
Maseko.

Rev Fusi Khumalo and Rev Tshepo Maseko at the altar.

Lebohang Khumalo,
Rev Tshepo Maseko,
Angelina Khumalo,
Rev Fusi Khumalo,
Mofumahadi Grace
Deane and
Mangaka Alina
Radebe.

Rev Tshepo Maseko,
his brother Kutlo
Maseko and
Rev Fusi Khumalo.

Nthabiseng Maseko,
Rev Tshepo Maseko,
Kutlo Maseko,
Rev Fusi Khumalo
and Masechaba
Mejoana.

Fr Joe Matsau,
Rev Fusi Khumalo,
Fr Tente Sompane,
Solomon Motsoeneng and
Rev Tshepo Maseko.

Pics: Kutlo Maseko
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YOUTH NEWS

Young People in the face of
Covid-19
while doing our own part. To stop

T

he joy of the Lord is our
strength, even in this era of
Coronavirus (Covid-19).
The first case of Coronavirus was
recorded in China late 2019, and
since March 2020, with the spread,
the world has not been the same.
Everything had been placed on
hold and the entire world was
almost at a standstill. Christians
cannot go to church, Muslims
cannot go to mosque, and other
believers cannot gather at their
places of worship. Schools have
been closed from Grade R to
university level, places of work are
only just beginning to get back to
normal. Many still work from home.
Many people have become
frustrated due to movement
restrictions. Virtual, online masses
and programmes were the only
option. This has helpped us realise
the importance of gathering at
churches to pray as believers. It
helps us appreciate family time out
and going to school where we
connect with our peers and friends.
You are not alone in this journey;
the Church is with you in your
struggles, praying for your safety,
protection and presenting all your
intentions to God at the altar of the
sacrifice of the Mass and for particular intentions requested. As Pope
Francis says, “the true pilgrim is
capable of going at the pace of the
slowest person, and Jesus is capable

of this. He respects our situation,
and does not accelerate the pace.
He is the Lord of patience”.
As young people we need to take
it easy on ourselves and know that
this present situation in the world is
not permanent, and will pass
gradually and life will return to
normal.
The Covid-19 period is a time to
be closer to God. If you have been
taking prayer, Mass and youth
group gatherings for granted, this
is the best time to rethink, appreciate it more and make a good
decision to be more involved when
things return to normal.
May I encourage you to do two
things: to use this time well if you
are still at home, attend to your
school work and make time to
befriend the Holy Bible focusing on
the New Testament. Take a chapter
each day as a family, or as an individual, and share your understanding
of the relevant text. Secondly, study
the “Youcat” to help you deepen
your knowledge of the Catholic
Faith. You can find it online
at https://www.cdowcym.org/
documents/resources/YOUCAT.pdf
Furthermore, we are resurrection
people, people of hope and so we
need to connect with our fellow
youth and other members of the
church through prayers. Many are
sick and many are hungry, some are
out of jobs while others have even
become homeless since the
pandemic. Our only hope and pillar
is the Lord and only on him do we
rely on for solutions and answers

F
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Sr Juliana Mary Abioye EHJ
Youth HOD and Coordinator
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Serving the Church
with youthful
enthusiasm
or nearly two years, the parish of
St Joseph the Worker, Bosmont,
has been under the leadership of
24-year-old, Keenan Buys-Coutriers,
after parish priest, Fr Uzo Ohanele
CMF, of course.
Leading various age groups that
make up a parish is a ‘herculean’
task, said Keenan. However, he
served on the previous committee
as a secretary and gained valuable
experience on how the parish is run.
His passion for helping and
serving people also saw him
engaging in politics.
“Now I look at President Cyril
Ramaphosa and I do not envy him.
I am comfortable not being in the
spotlight and do not mind being a
foot soldier as long as the job gets
done,” he shared.
Keenan serves with his father
Marcel Coutriers on the committee
and follows his direction at the
parish.
Keenan was an active member of
the parish’s youth group before its
zeal wore off. He is trying to resuscitate it and said they had embarked
on a programme which was already
taking off.
“During parish celebrations,
young people became resourceful,
helping whichever way they could.
We were also in the process of
having bi-monthly youth masses
which is in line with the
Archdiocesan Synod resolutions.
He lists some of the parish’s

the spread, we need to stay at
home as much as possible,
regularly wash and sanitize our
hands, and be conscious of others
around us.
Just as the government and
medical personnel are struggling to
combat Covid-19, we must work
with them so that our collective
efforts may yield positive results.
May the scientists and all other
bodies working find a cure and
vaccine to remedy this deadly virus
in due time.
Our hope is built on Christ who is
our solid rock. He has power to
save us through the grip of death
and that of coronavirus. We only
need to hold on to our faith in God
and He will deliver us from it in due
time.
Because time waits for no one,
we need to be productive with it,
lend a helping hand at home and
learn something new with the use
of technology just as the Church is
now reaching out to the people
through virtual Masses, and other
online activities and events. Give a
friend a shout and discuss your
faith with each other.
Family prayers need to be
integrated into our daily schedule
to further present the family and
the entire world to the Lord. This
will help to strengthen the bonds
among family members. But, rest
assured that we will definitely come
together in our usual way as the
family of God once again.

Parish pastoral council chairperson
of St Joseph the Worker, Bosmont,
Keenan Buys-Coutriers.

recent successes as last year’s 50th
anniversary celebration and looks
forward to the planned wall of
remembrance which will be
followed by a grotto of Our Lady.
Keenan is a full-time student
pursuing an honours’ degree in
counselling psychology.
Last year’s Synod took place in
the middle of his exams. He found
the sessions long but noted its
importance in contributing to
resolutions to be implemented in
parishes. That emphasis was placed
on young people, and how their
views and voices were valued,
impressed him.
Keenan said St Christopher has
been a role model for him because
he dedicated his life to helping
people. Jesus lives in everyone and
even identifies with the hungry,
thirsty, sick, naked and imprisoned
(Matthew 25: 35), so when you are
helping someone, you are also
helping Jesus. Therefore, be ready to
serve/help the Master when called
upon to do so, he encouraged.
Lerato Mohone

he pandemic has caused
much upheaval for this
academic year. However,
Lesedi Tsoaledi (17) from Our
Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng,
chooses to focus on the brighter
side and is still excited about
school.
“The lockdown has not
affected my academics - instead
it helped me to examine careers
that are sustainable beyond
Covid-19,” said the Grade 12
learner from Randfontein High
School.
“I already picture myself in
a tertiary institution next year,
pursuing a Bachelor of Education degree. I also envision
myself with epaulettes on my
shoulder in a nurses’ uniform,”
she said.
Lesedi, who said she was
passionate about the two
professions, has applied to four
institutions of higher learning,
and doesn’t rule out merging the
two by becoming a health
studies’ lecturer to craft her ideal
career.
Sharing on challenges wrought
by the pandemic, she said, level
five lockdown had had its own
trials as lessons only took the
form of Zoom sessions.
However, this was not a
minefield for her as her school is
one of the very first in the
country to comprehensively
embrace 21st century teaching
by introducing a 100% digital
solution to education.
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Balancing church
activities with
academics

ighteen-year-old Caitlyn Leigh
Thomas from St Thomas,
Lenasia, is a young person with a
passion for Christ and academics.
“When I was in Grade 9, I
considered how to serve God and
the ministry of altar servers
appealed to me,” she said.
This relationship with God has
since developed and because of
her dedication she was even
nominated as a coordinator of the
ministry. She represented the
youth of her parish at the recent
Archdiocesan Youth Synod where
she presented recommendations to
a hall packed with her peers.
“I don’t find speaking in front of
people daunting, however, when
I’m about to sit for an important
examination, I get really nervous.”
One of Marist Brothers, Linmeyer’s Class of 2019 top learners,
Caitlyn achieved four distinctions.
She was a little disappointed with
her matric results as she had aimed
at “acing” all seven subjects.
As head girl at the school she
introduced the “God is good”
mantra which is underpinned by
Catholic ethos to fellow learners
during assembly.
Caitlyn is enjoying her first year
at university.
“My first choice was medicine
and so I applied for a biomedical
science degree at Wits University

Caitlyn Leigh Thomas

which is the only tertiary
institution in South Africa that
offers the course. Biomedical
science entails doing research and
finding a cure for diseases like
cancer and HIV,” she explained.
However, it was not to be.
“It was consoling that I had
been on the waiting list for a
Bachelor of Science in chemistry
with chemical engineering
degree,” said Caitlyn confidently.
She has developed a love for the
degree she is pursuing and finds it
fascinating that she can now
explore various careers with this
degree, including medicine and
forensics.
Caitlyn finds online learning
testing and acknowledges that it
challenges her not only academically, but also in terms of spiritual
life and discipline as one has to
try and stay true to their morals,
irrespective of having access to
Google and other distractions,
she said.
Pentecost is her favourite feast
and Caitlyn’s prayer is that the
Holy Spirit will fill her heart and
guide her as she navigates this
journey of life.

Lerato Mohone

Focus on
opportunities rather
than negatives
Lesedi Tsoaledi looks forward
to a very bright future.

“Various applications and
digital resources are used to
enhance the delivery of content
and understanding. Learners are
involved in the process
throughout the lessons and they
engage with their teachers using
digital tools”, she explained.
Lesedi said her mother,
Mamosa, is very involved in
every aspect of her life. She
helped her with school work,
forwarding her information
related to her subjects. Another
useful tool for Lesedi has been
the DSTV Mindset channel
which helped her understand the
syllabus much better.
“It has been a testing time, she
admitted, “but I am glad that
Department of Basic Education
has decided to not scrap the
academic year altogether as this
would have been catastrophic.”
Thrice have they had classes
disrupted - on two occasions it
was Gauteng Department of
Education’s call and on the other
occasion, they had coronaviruspostivie cases, forcing the school

to shut down for deep cleaning.
“The school environment was
peaceful. Matriculants would
have the own break time to
enforce social distancing. It did,
somehow, feel like we were in
jail the manner in which we were
monitored, but I must say they
really took care of us.” School
used to start at 07h30 and ended
at 2pm. Now school ends at
3pm. Each lesson starts with a
quiz on the previous day’s
content to prepare us for final
examinations.
With all the resources and
support, she says her only
struggle is focusing when she is
home and thus prefers being at
school.
This altar server misses
assisting her parish priest during
Mass, the church’s vibrant choir
and youth events organised by
the Youth Department as she said
this helped her to get to learn
and share about her faith with
other young people.
Lerato Mohone
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OPINION

Why are
our churches
still closed?
“Online, digital spirituality may
become a convenient new normal …”

F

or many Sundays in a row, I
have had the strange feeling
that the liturgical readings
were specially chosen for this time
of lockdown because of the
coronavirus. The message from
those readings is so timely and
fitting. And yet those readings are
taken from our liturgical calendar,
as prescribed for year “A”.
In the first reading of the 18th
Sunday, God speaks through prophet Isaiah calling the people to
come to Him, to receive sustenance
for free, without paying; to seek
that what is essential. The key
sentence seems to be: “Come to me
heedfully, listen, that you may have
life.”
Heedfully means to do things in
a careful deliberate manner, in a
prudent, attentive, thoughtful way.
The shops and malls are full of
people buying essential (and not so
essential) things. The same people,
however, are afraid of coming to
church. At the beginning of June,
the president of South Africa
announced that the government
would allow religious gatherings –
although under strict conditions
and regulations. Even the government recognised and acknowledged the spiritual life of the
people as essential.
The amazing reality is that the
vast majority of our churches
remained closed after the
announcement. For the first time in
the 2 000 years of the history of the
Church, we witness a situation
when the churchs’ pastors keep the
doors closed, even when the
government allows to open them.
In the past, they were closed only
because of external forces persecuting the Church. Now, for the first
time in the history, it is an internal
issue. Have we lost faith? Have
some of our bishops and some of
our priests lost their faith? What are
they afraid of? Of dying? We will all
die one day, whether you like it or
not. Death will come sooner or
later, disregarding our status,
position, financial power or our
efforts to stay alive.
Is the time of covid-19 exposing
certain things? It appears more and
more that it is testing us and evaluating our principles, priorities, attitudes, commitment and readiness
for service and sacrifice.
I have been contacted by several
people from outside of our parish
complaining that their churches are
closed, that everything in the
parishes is dormant, and that the
priests barricaded themselves in
their parish houses. People are
afraid, tired, stressed, disappointed
and confused. Some of them are
very hungry for the Bread of life
and cannot find it. So many are
becoming sick – they need healing.
The disciples of Jesus display a
similar attitude to some priests of
today – they ask Jesus to close
down, to send them away, so that
people can take care of themselves.
“There is nothing we can do here
with those limited resources, and in
these desert circumstances”.
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Jesus surprises them: “There is no
need for them to go away; give
them some food yourselves”.
“Please, Jesus – get real! There is
nothing we can do here – we only
have five loaves and two fish”.
Jesus tells them to give what
they have to Him. Luke describes
exactly the same story and adds
one interesting detail (Luke 9:14),
namely, that Jesus asked the
crowds to sit down in groups of
fifty.
Only 50 people are allowed to
participate following the government regulations. How can we
control the crowds? Impossible, not
practical, too complicated, too
dangerous, too expensive… –
Really?
“They all ate and were satisfied”.
Twelve baskets full of fragments
left over. Thousands of people
participated in a seemingly
impossible non-starter banquet.
Some of our parish churches are
huge. If you put 50 people in you
could hardly see them, sitting
metres apart – so much safer
situation than the crowded shops
and malls. If there is will, there is a
solution – especially if we give
what we have into His hands.
The Archbishop allowed three
masses per Sunday. Even the
largest parish community can be
divided into SCCs (Small Christian
Communities) wards, sections,
streets, areas, sodalities and groups.
The women of St Anne could be
invited for the second Mass on the
third Sunday of the month, Sacred
Heart on the third Mass of the first
Sunday – and so on. Every parish is
different and needs different
solutions – but there is always a
solution, especially when we do it
with Him.
At the beginning of the Church,
for almost 300 years, the first
Christians were brutally persecuted.
Thousands lost their lives – they
were crucified, burned, eaten by
lions, tortured – often publicly in a
circus arena as entertainment for
the pagan Romans. They were
guilty of one crime: worshiping the
Lord Jesus. There were times when
celebrating the Eucharist was
considered one of the biggest
crimes; it was prohibited under the
death penalty. And yet Christians
have never stopped celebrating the
Holy Mass. Often they were praying
in secret, underground or in lonely
places.
Throughout the 2 000 years of
the history of the Church, the Body
of Christ has been distributed and
received – even during the worst
pandemics, wars or periods of
persecution. The blood of those
martyrs made it possible for the
Church to survive until today, it
was the seed of modern
Christianity. But today, the
persecution continues in many
places around the world. A few
days ago, a group of Christians was
brutally murdered in India for
converting from Hinduism to
Christ. Millions of people following
Christ lost their lives in France

W

e join the nation in
condemning the Covid-19
corruption scandal and
the severe lack of ethical
leadership that it represents.  
Although we are deeply
appalled, the news of the looting
of public resources during the
pandemic does not come as big
surprise. We urge our leaders to
take careful note of the way in
which they have allowed a culture
of impunity around corruption to
develop and provide an enabling
environment for the current
Covid-19 corruption.  In the
previous years, despite serious
allegations, there have been no
arrests, prosecution and
accountability for politicians and
their families.
Anti-corruption institutions
continue to be compromised and
made less effective by patronage
politics and blind allegiance to
political factions. Meanwhile, “the
corruption of the powerful ends up
being paid for by the poor.” (Pope
Francis, 19 December 2015).
It is evident that the current
corruption scandal has further
eroded public confidence in the
office of the president and its
ability to root out the cancer of
corruption that is eating away the
soul of our nation. We therefore
make a special appeal to the

SACBC statement in response
to Covid-19 PPEs procurement
scandal
president to abandon politics of
expediency and appeasement and
take bold steps to restore public
trust in the presidency as an
institution.
The effectiveness of current
battle against the pandemic and
economic recession requires the
immediate intervention of the
presidency which has the capacity
to draw upon significant levels of
public trust. During this difficult
time in our nation when the lives
and livelihoods of millions of
people are at stake, the country
cannot afford high levels of trust
deficit in the government and the
office of the president.
We wish to remind the president
that the time for inter-ministerial
committees, commissions of
enquiries and political compromises is now over. We want to see
the immediate suspension, investigation, arrests and prosecution of
those involved, irrespective of
who they are.
To this end, we make a strong
appeal to the president and his
cabinet to expedite the

re-establishment of a specialized
anti-corruption unit, equivalent to
the Scorpions, and ensure that it is
guaranteed sufficient levels of
independence and budget allocations. Specialized courts to handle
corruption cases should also
receive serious consideration to
ensure higher conviction rates and
to expedite the resolution of
corruption cases.  
The current tender system
should be reviewed in favour of
greater transparency and
accountability. The moral
regeneration movement should
also be strengthened with priority
being given to a critical return to
ethical values and family as a
basic social unit. In the name of
the voiceless and the poor whose
means of survival is stolen from
them by criminals posing as
leaders, we expect the immediate
response to these demands.
Bishop Sithembele Sipuka
Southern African Catholic Bishops’
Conference (SACBC) President
13th August, 2020

OBLATES ON THE RUN

R

unner/walkers/crawlers
and sprinters are invited
to join the Oblates on the Run
fun event on August 29.
One of the organisers of the
event, Fr Zweli Mlotshwa said
there was a prize – to feel
great.
Because the Mandela
Marathon, a tough, uphill run,
in which many priests came
together and participated,
had been cancelled due to
Covid-19, Fr Zweli said
some oblates had come
together to start this virtual
fun run.
“Even though we can’t
be together, we can still run
in our own areas,” he said.
The theme is “Finishing
Women’s Month in Style.”

“We are here to salute
women and dedicate this run
to them – for the uphill battles
women, the trials, triumphs
and victories. After all, it was
women who first witnessed the
resurrection,” he said.
Anyone, of any fitness level,
can participate anywhere in
the areas they live. The official
starting time is 5.30 am but

participants can join in at
any time.
There is a 40km, 23km,
18km and 8km run.
To join simply tag the
oblates listed below on their
Facebook pages with the
words “I am in.”
This is not a competition,
he said, and the only prize will
be to feel good.

(French Revolution), Portugal
(revolution), Russia (communist
revolution), China, Korea,
Vietnam, India, Pakistan and
other places, and in Moslem –
Arab countries. Today the
modern Christians are
persecuted ideologically in the
western countries.
We are told that many
regulations and situations are
just temporal. The experience
teaches us that so-called
temporal solutions often
become the most permanent
ones. Online, digital spirituality
may become a convenient new
normal, and the non-practicingCatholic syndrome might
become very popular. Our
Christian formation suffers,
sacramental life becomes
dormant or even obsolete.
Full article on https://
epiousios2020.wordpress.
com/2020/08/03/reflecting-onSunday-readings-02-08-2020/
Fr Mareko Marciniak, svd
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New bishop for Oudtshoorn

Bishop Noel Andrew Rucastle

Bishop Noel Andrew Rucastle has been appointed
Bishop of Oudtshoorn in the Western Cape by
Pope Francis.
Bishop Rucastle has been serving as judicial vicar
and parish priest of Our Lady of Fatima, Bellville,
Cape Town. The 52-year-old Bishop succeeds
Bishop emeritus Francisco de Gouveia, who retired
in July 2018.
Bishop Rucastle was ordained a priest in July 2000.
He holds a degree in Canon Law from St Paul’s University in Canada. He has been a priest for 20 years
serving in different Western Cape parishes.
During his 20 years of priesthood,
he served in different Western Cape
parishes. He has also been President
of the Canon Law Society of
Southern Africa.

N
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No essential services?

– Do it yourself

We celebrate with our Priests
The following priests and deacons celebrate their birthdays and
anniversaries of their ordination. Please keep them in your prayers.

Ordinations
02-09-00
06-09-14
06-09-08
06-09-08
06-09-08
08-09-06
12-09-99
13-09-09
15-09-73
23-09-16
24-09-02
25-09-05

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza
Fr Patrick Dladla
Rev Keith McKenzie
Rev John Rahme
Rev Erroll Scott
Fr Bruce Botha
Msgr Antonio Borras
Cabaces
Fr Simon Donnelly
Fr Anthony Thouard
Fr Matthew
Charlesworth
Fr Solomon Mphela
Fr Anthony Spencer

Birthdays in September

1st
2nd

Fr Mathieu Van Vlierden
Fr Albert Nolan

September 2020

3rd
5th
6th
8th
9th
10th
11th
14th
16th
17th
20th
24th
25th
26th
29th

Fr Remigius Makobane
Fr Robert Gore
Fr Michael Bennet
Rev May Mashaba
Rev Martin de Klerk
Fr Patrick Noonan
Fr Abel Maluleka
Fr Patrick Dladla
Fr Maurice Chidiac
Rev Arthur Tsele
Rev Gregory Garnie
Fr Anthony Spencer
Fr John Thembo
Rev Brent Chalmers
Fr Godfrey Kisabuli
Fr Marian Kulig
Fr Bafana Ndlovu
Rev Jacob Modise
Fr Jonathan Peterson

o essential services during lockdown?
Fr Francis Xavier AJ, parish priest of Our
Lady of Victory, Doornkop and Holy Spirit, Dobsonville, advises people to keep busy and to do it
yourself.
He is pictured mowing the lawn of the congregation’s residence in the West Rand.
One of the positive outcomes of lockdown has
been reminding oneself of activities one did during
formation and doing them yourself, he said.
Fr Francis said he will continue doing this until
the financial situation is back to normal.
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Celebrating Mass

I

t feels good to be
celebrating a feast day
rather than the numerous funerals I have been
conducting of late. So said
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale at the
Mass of the Assumption of the
Virgin Mary at the Mother of
Mercy Shrine in Magaliesburg on
Sunday, 16 August.
The Archbishop, together with
several priests, assisted Bishop
Duncan Tsoke who was the main
celebrant.
The intentions of the Mass were
twofold – firstly, to pray for the
country to be protected from the
coronavirus which, said the Archbishop, had caused so many deaths
and so much suffering in families.
The second intention was for the
completion of the building of the
Shrine.
“We are entering our fourth year
with this project and we seem not
to be able to making progress, but
we are – we are just waiting for
one final letter of approval to start Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and Bishop Duncan Tsoke follow the Rosary procession.
building,” he said.
Eddie Lekota, the Shrine project
manager, at the request of the
Archbishop, confirmed that the
final step for the start of the multipurpose hall construction, was just
one letter from the Mogale City
Council. All required permits were
in place, including an environmental impact assessment study
and permission to construct the
new road leading to the Shrine.
“There have been delays due to
the Covid-19, but this letter
should be with us soon and we
hope to start construction in the
next few months,” he said.
Some 30 priests took part in the procession
Lebanon
Speaking about the recent
explosion in Lebanon, Archbishop Buti appealed to those who
could, to make donations on a
person-to-person basis, not
through government aid.
“We have a large Lebanese
community here which regularly
contributes and supports our
Archdiocese, and which is now in
need,” he said, adding that the SA
Catholics Bishops’ Conference
had already made a contribution
from its disaster fund.
People wishing to donate can do
so by contacting the Chancellor,
All honour to Our Lady ...
Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’Ho
on 011 402 6400.

instead of funerals

During the Mass ...

Mass was held in the outdoor courtyard

Fr Victor Ngwenya, Administrator of the Cathedral at the end of Mass with some
of the participants

HEAVEN IS A REALITY

Fr Thabo Motshegwa
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No Holiness, No Heaven
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Bibles, Rosaries, Crucifix, Medals, Hymns,
Statues, Etc.

Tim Bernard from ADNews who
live-streamed the event with Khanya
Litabe, station manager of Radio
Veritas setting up for the recording
of the day's events.

COMPARE OUR PRICES!
BRANCH
Albertina Sisulu
10th Street
Bezuidenhout Valley
Johannesburg

BRANCH
15 Twist Street
Cnr De Villiers Street
Drill Hall (Opposite MTN Garage)
Johannesburg CBD

Paying homage ...
Choir members from the Cathedral of Christ
the King Johannesburg: Lorenzo Kabwayi,
pianist, Rachel Ngidi, Rocky Muteba,
Conwell Chacheka, Dimonkatso Letageng.
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