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Unsung heroes
Shrine Virtual 
Fun Walk
Shrine Virtual 
Fun Walk

Continued on page 7.

Continued on page 8.

• Stay at home if you can
• Wear a mask
• Wash hands
• Practice social 
  distancing 
• Abide by the rules

CORONAVIRUS

Marriage and Family Life Champions, Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi say God has helped 
them discover new expressions of love and of living together under the “new normal”. 
They have also rediscovered the rich beauty of their culture and heritage as pictured 
with their children, from left: Bongi, Nqobi, Thando and Mpumi.

Celebrating a feast instead of a funeralCelebrating a feast instead of a funeral

Lerato Mohone from Archdio-
cesan News interviews members 
of our security cluster which 
protected communities, and 
continue to do so, during  
the pandemic.

Lance corporal (L/Cpl) 
Thabiso Noge is one of the 
many South African 

National Defence Force (SANDF) 
soldiers who risks his life doing 
the very difficult service of 
protecting the country and its 
citizens while  coming up against 
severe criticism in some 
communities. 

He explained that the SA 
National Defence Force partakes 
in United Nations peacekeeping 
missions, mostly on the African 
continent, adding that it also 
provides election security when 
the need arises. However, he 
continued, he is happy to follow 
directives anywhere, just not 
deployment beyond our borders. 

The SANDF is involved in a 
number of internal operations, 
which, with the Covid-19 natural 
disaster lockdown, includes 
safeguarding the borders 
(Operation Corona) and staying 

in-doors (Operation Notlela) 
which meant that people could 
only move around locally and 
internationally for permitted 
purposes. 

Elaborating on the scope and 
function of the SANDF during 
this lockdown period, L/Cpl Noge 
said their officials had the same 
powers as police officials under 
certain statutory provisions which 
include the power to: arrest, 
conduct search and seizures, set 
up roadblocks and checkpoints, 
border control, traffic control, the 
use of force and control and 
disperse gatherings. 

He was deployed to Hammans-
kraal in Pretoria, and east of 
Johannesburg, ensuring that 
motorists and citizens complied 
with lockdown regulations.

At lockdown level three, this 
operation was changed to O Kae 
molao which saw integrated 
operations between the South 
African Police Service, SANDF, 
metro police and other stake-
holders. This yielded solid results 
and many people were arrested for 
various transgressions. 

At war with Covid-19, 
not citizens

Combating the 
spread of the virus, 

Lance Corporal 
Thabiso Noge. Orange Farm youth are  

at the forefront of 
implementing the 

Pastoral Plan, launched earlier 
this year in the Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg. The initiative 
almost ground to a halt due to 
Covid-19.

Added to the lockdown, the 
community of Orange Farm is 
beset by many challenges. These 
include poverty, illiteracy, lack of 
basic services, lack of access to 
justice and healthcare facilities, 
crime, no consultation between 
local government and community, 
unemployment and, lately, the 
kidnapping and killing of 
children.

In the light of these difficulties, 
assistant parish priest of Orange 
Farm, Fr Kifle Kirba pondered 
this question: “How can young 
Catholics practically bring Good 
News that will uplift their 
community?” 

These young people, belong to 
various groups in the Church, 
such as Masolenyana a Kriste 
Morena, altar servers, the Parish 
Youth Forum and Children of 
Mary sodality and are passionate 
about serving the community and 
the Church. 

Young people take 
forward the mission 
of the Church

C-YOM members pose for a 
picture with Fr Kifle Kirba on 
far right after one of the 
community workshops. 

The priest and young people 
met and C-YOM, which is an 
acronym for Catholic Youth on a 
Mission, was founded. 

They have also adopted the 
Pastoral Plan title: ‘Evangelising 
Community serving God, 
Humanity and all Creation.’ 

The lockdown highlighted 

endemic problems and it also 
presented new challenges, they 
said.

“People in Orange Farm  
were not taking the pandemic 
seriously. They had never seen a 
person afflicted with coronavirus, 
so they disregarded the regulations. 
Soon after, our area was identified 
as one of the hotspots of high 
infection rates,” the group said.

The young people underwent 
training with Doctors without 
Borders to minimise the spread of 
Covid-19. Upon completion, they 
became certified volunteers, 
which means they can help the 
organisation whenever the need 
arises.

They courageously risked 
exposure to the virus and 
sacrificed time with family as they 
took on the important role of 
creating awareness about the 
coronavirus and the monitoring of 
social distancing in malls and 
SASSA pension pay-out points.

“It is not over yet, keep 
fighting out in the dark 
into the light”.

So said Archdiocese of Johannes-
burg Vicar for Communications,  
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde, while wel-
coming the Government restrictions 
down to level one, which means 
reopening of the Mother of Mercy 
Shrine in Magaliesburg.

“The coronavirus scare is not yet 
over, but our desire to climb the 
mountain of the Lord to praise Him 
and to pray for the end of this  
pandemic. We thank the Lord for his 
protection and love during these 
tough times,” he said.

The Magaliesburg premises have 
undergone deep cleaning and sani-
tisation, but will be open, under the 
strict remaining lockdown regula-
tions of masks and social distancing, 
for visits and pilgrimages.

For bookings contact  
Fr Nkosinathi on 072 918 6192 or 
email : nkosinathimichael@ymail.
com or Themba on 083 585 5813.

Funds are still being raised by 
various fund-raising committees.

The target is R25 million.  
To date R20 899 486 has been 
raised.

Southern 
Cross in crisis

Celebrating our heritageCelebrating our heritage
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PATRONAL FEASTS: OCTOBER

Make use of 
our Archdiocesan website
Looking for church contact 
information about the Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg, events and organ-
isations? We have a comprehensive 
list of parishes, priests, schools, 
homes, creches, shelters, sodalities 
and secular orders. 
All are welcome to submit upcoming 
events and news for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

ORDER OF CARMELITES 
DISCALCED SECULAR

(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises  
ALL VOCATIONS…!’

(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment to JESUS  

today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity  

and Obedience…
EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
Enter The Order of Carmelites  

Discalced - Secular (ocds)
Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge  

on 083 703 2301

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and survival 

of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/ 

bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

Pope’s Intentions: October
Evangelisation - 

The Laity’s Mission in the Church

We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, 

may participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church.

PREGNANCY 
CRISIS LINE

Pregnant?
Need help?

Call 061 925-1987

1st Therese, Alberton (1948); Edenvale (1938); Zondi 
2nd Holy Angels, Bez Valley (1914)
4th St Francis of Assisi, Reiger Park (1965); RusTerVaal (1968);  
 Vanderbijlpark (1960); Yeoville (1913)
7th Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp (1891); Holy Rosary, Phiri (1969)
16th St Margaret, Diepkloof (1964)
19th St Paul of the Cross, Bekkersdal (1975)
22nd St John Paul II, Linmeyer (2012) 

On Sunday, 16 August I 
travelled to Magaliesburg 
with a young man from 

Tsakane, Thabo Msiza and a lady 
from Actonvillle, Zinto Mgidlana. 
They represent the Friends of the 
Shrine in our Deanery. There were 
about 20 to 25 priests and laity from 
various sodalities as well as Friends 
of the Shrine from other deanaries 
and some religious sisters.

To begin our day of prayer, we 
gathered around a small statue of 
Mary, at the place I think one day 
will be the entrance to the 
multipurpose hall area. Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke was the main 
celebrant. First Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale read a reflection on Mary. 
One phrase stuck in my mind of 
how Mary’s heart ‘throbs’ as she 
looks on God in the glory of heaven. 
(Even the most wonderful 
experience in this world must give 
only the slightest idea of what the 
vision of God is like).  

After this, we began to move in 
procession towards the place for 
Mass, with four people carrying the 
statue of Mary in front. As we 
walked, the Rosary was said. To me, 
it seemed that Mary was now 
leading us to the Eucharist. We 
moved slowly uphill towards what is 
the present reception area. We had 
that feeling we were on pilgrimage 
with Mary. The procession entered 
through the reception area to an 
open air quadrangle at the back 
which was formed by the buildings 
and the sanctuary area and altar. 
Chairs had been arranged with 
social distancing in mind. The statue 
of Mary was placed on one side in 
the sanctuary. The priests 
reverenced the altar and Mass 
began. Singing was led by a choir of 
about five or six members from the 
cathedral. The singing was very 
moving and helped us to participate 
in the Mass.

There was a very good prayerful 
atmosphere throughout. After the 
gospel, Bishop Duncan gave 
the homily. The first part of  

it talked of the gift God had given 
Mary in her Assumption. The 
Bishop explained how the 
assumption is related to Jesus’ 
resurrection. Both resurrection and 
assumption tell us that death is 
not the final word – the final word 
is resurrection. Our hope lies in 
this. As Bishop Duncan moved on 
in his homily I was struck by him 
saying that if we removed God 
from our schools, let us not be 
surprised that there is violence; if 
we remove God from politics we 
will find corruption; if we remove 
Him from economic life we will 
find that greed takes over and 
society is divided. For me it was 
saying that our devotion to Mary is 
vital. She will help us to keep God 
at the centre of our lives. There 
were extended prayers at the time 
of the ‘Prayers of the Faithful’ for 
the world today which is suffering 
from the virus. The Litany of Loreto 
was sung during this time.

During the Eucharistic Prayer, I 
had the sense that we were 
representing all the areas of our 
Archdiocese, and gathering into 
the one sacrifice of the Lord, all the 
pain and disruption to their lives 
that the members of our parishes 
have experienced in recent 
months. There was a sense of 
being brought together again after 
being cut off from each other for 
so long. 

After Holy Communion, there 
were prayers – to combat the 
coronavirus and the Shrine Prayer 
that the love of Christ may flood 
our hearts and that we may come 
to believe as Mary believed. Then 
we were each asked to take a 
candle we had been given and go 
up and light it before the statue of 
Mary. We were each to think 
privately of some request we 
wanted to present to Mary. It 
began quietly, but after a while I 
felt people were getting in touch 
with some of the deep feelings in 

their lives, bringing their wounded 
hearts to Mary, maybe a prayer for 
someone dear to them, the 
memory of someone lost during 
the virus, a prayer for the distress 
felt during recent months. 

I began to realise when one 
comes before Mary in such an 
experience, he or she will leave 
aside all the surface things that 
occupy the mind and get in touch 
with real issues. I had the feeling at 
the end, with all the candles there 
flickering in the breeze, that Mary’s 
compassion was reaching out to us 
and was stirring new hope in us. 
That once again we were being 
renewed in being brought before 
the Lord who loves us, the only 
one who remains steadfast for us 
in this time of chaos and 
uncertainty.

If it had been a normal day at 
the Shrine, I think I would have 
liked a chance to spend some time 
privately before Mass, focusing on 
where my relationship with the 
Lord is right now, or some time 
afterwards thinking a bit more 
about what we had been 
celebrating. I am sure that when 
the Shrine is functioning there will 
be that space for personal and 
private time where one can ‘be still 
and know’ that Mary is leading us 
to the Lord – as well as the 
community sense of being the one 
Body of Christ that comes from the 
celebration of the Eucharist 
together.

Before Mass ended Archbishop 
Buti gave a summary of where we 
were with plans for the Shrine. He 
also appealed again to us for help 
for the Lebanese people. He 
invited the project leader of the 
Shrine, Eddie Lekota, to share with 
us where the plans stand. Eddie 
mentioned that he is hopeful the 
Archiocese could soon get 
permission to begin building. He 
said that dialogue is underway to 
try to sort out some issues that 
have arisen from Boys’ and Girls’ 
Town concerning the Shrine. 

Afterwards, we were given a nice 
‘grab and go’ lunch. Everything 
had been organised, and thanks 
must be given for all involved.

On the way home with my 
fellow passengers we knew we 
had shared in something special.

Fr Kieran Birmingham SPS

Fond recollections of
Mass of the Assumption at 
Marian Shrine, Magaliesburg

Sanitary Towel Donations
With the re-opening of schools, 
CWL Social Workers are imple-
menting an education drive aimed 
at young girls on care, hygiene and 
health at local primary schools. 

Please assist their efforts with 
donations of sanitary towels. 

Thank you! 

admin@cwladoptions.co.za
Tel: 011 618 1533 / 4

Kholofelo Ya Josefa 
Community Care Centre

A home-based and orphanage 
project of St Hubert, Alexandra.

WANTED – VOLUNTEERS:
• Care givers
• Fundraisers
• Treasurer
• Board of trustees

For more information, contact 
Poshela Kekana (076) 062 7499

Drymac: R400
Drymac winter warmer: R420
Candle: R100
Mug: R100
Beanie/woollen hat: R70
T-shirt: R100
Golf shirt: R250
Blanket: R300
Cape/poncho: R400
Denim jacket: R550

available at the Chancery
Buy your Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise at the office.

Contact Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400

Cap: R100
Hat/Sporty R100
Kids golf shirt: R180
Shrine logo embroidered on your 
own denim jacket: R250

Shrine merchandise
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 

 

Going down 
into the crypt!

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: • 
PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

Empire came under attack from 
the invading tribes, the remains 
of the deceased were brought 
within the city walls for safe-
keeping. The Christian dead were 
said to be asleep, waiting for 
Christ’s return, and so they were 
kept to be safe.

Once it became acceptable to 
bury people within the city, those 
with money and rank left instruc-
tions that they were to be placed 
in vaults built under the churches 
and chapels in which Masses 
would be said for their souls. 
Being buried indoors protected 
your grave from the weather, 
ensuring your lasting memory. 
Cathedrals and abbeys were made 
with great basements called 
crypts which could hold a large 
number of tombs and monu-
ments. The tombs of royalty, 
bishops and other dignitaries are 
to be found in places of worship 
throughout Europe. This practice 
continues today. The Los Angeles 
Cathedral of Our Lady of the 
Angels, opened in 2002, is partly 
endowed by the sale of hundreds 
of burial sites in the crypt. Actor 
Gregory Peck was the first mem-
ber of “Hollywood royalty” to be 
interred there. 

To bury bishops in the cathe-
drals in which they had served 
seemed obvious to previous 
generations of Catholics and it 
remains an option today. They 
may not be buried in the sanctu-
ary, however, and altars may not 
be built over their graves. This 
honour is given only to canonised 
saints.

In the Archdiocesan News it said 
that only the cathedral adminis-
trator is allowed to go down  
into the crypt. Why can’t we  
see inside?

The space beneath our Cathedral 
is not designed for public prayer. 
One needs to climb down a steep 
ladder to get inside what is essen-
tially a small room with deep 
shelves. This is the final resting 
place of former bishops, so let  
us allow them to rest in peace. 
Those who wish to pray for  
their souls may do so in the 
church above. The Cathedral 
must always be thought of as the  
mother church of the Archdiocese 
and a living place of liturgical 
worship. We should never think 
of it as a mausoleum even though 
some of our former shepherds 
await the resurrection there.

After Archdiocesan News 
published photographs of 
the late Bishop 

Mvemve’s coffin being interred 
in the cathedral crypt, two readers 
asked questions about this prac-
tice. Although this is not strictly a 
liturgical matter, I am happy to 
take it up here.

Why do we bury bishops in 
a crypt?

A crypt is a large underground 
room beneath a church which is 
easily accessed from a staircase. 
Smaller burial niches under the 
floor are called vaults so, techni-
cally, the space under the 
Cathedral of Christ the King is a 
large vault or sepulchre. There is 
no rule that specifies where a 
bishop is to be buried. This is 
determined by local custom and 
by what the late bishop stated in 
his last will and testament. The 
late Archbishop Henry of Cape 
Town wanted to be buried in the 
cemetery among his priests, while 
the late Bishop Mvemve asked to 
be placed beneath the floor of our 
local Cathedral.

The manner in which human 
beings dispose of the remains of 
the dead varies widely across the 
world and from faith to faith. 
Burials are common in South 
Africa, but are not done in places 
like Tibet, where the ground is 
frozen, or New Orleans where  
the water table is too high. The 
people of first century Judea ven-
erated the burial places of their 
heroes, and Jesus would probably 
have seen the tombs of Joshua, 
Samson and David. In the ancient 
Roman world, cremation was 
prevalent, but this gave way to 
burial during the second century 
AD. Sanitation laws ensured that 
Roman burials were always done 
outside the city and these cata-
combs became the gathering 
places of Christians during peri-
ods of persecution. Shrines were 
built over the tombs of Christian 
martyrs and leaders, and others 
paid to be buried close to these so 
that they might follow the saint to 
heaven after the resurrection of 
the dead. The Emperor Constan-
tine built the first St Peter’s 
Basilica over the shrine that 
marked St Peter’s grave, and it 
was this shrine that was rediscov-
ered during excavations beneath 
the papal altar in St Peter’s 
during the 1940s. 

In the early church, the burial 
places of the martyrs and saints 
were left undisturbed, even if a 
funerary hall was built above it so 
as to allow people to gather there 
for prayers of remembrance. As 
the great cities of the Roman 

Why are bishops buried inside 
the cathedral?

Thirteen-year-old Lee 
Lindenberg, the youngest 
of two brothers, is a 

member of the St Eugene de 
Mazenod and St Catherine of 
Siena, Eldorado Park. During the 
extended lockdown, he longed to 
go Mass and attend Special 
Religious Development (SPRED) 
sessions. 

Lee has cerebral palsy. Thus, 
Spred sessions are important in 
his spiritual development as they 
are held for children with 
disabilities. 

“Lee doesn’t walk, but talks. 
He does move his hands, but 
needs help with eating,” said his 
mother Vanessa. 

Spred assisted greatly in his 
formation to receive his First 
Holy Communion which was a 
joyous occasion for him and his 
family, remembers Vanessa 
fondly. 

In the beginning, she or one of 
Lee’s brothers would attend 
sessions with him until he was 
comfortable enough to attend on 
his own. Now he says: “Goodbye, 
I will see you later.” 

The Lindenbergs had the 
obligation of continuing paying 
school fees of R2 500 per month 
up until they advised the school 
that Lee would only return next 
year, especially since his father 
was working from home and 
Vanessa is unemployed at the 
moment. Lee is, however, looking 
forward to the day he will go 
back just to say hello to friends 
and teachers as they miss him and 
he misses them in return.

As he grows, he is becoming 
heavier and this is the main 
challenge, said Vanessa. Other 
than that, Lee is a pleasant child, 
who, when not feeling well, will 
let you know. “He either tells us 
that he has a headache or you will 
see him by becoming 

withdrawn,” she said. 
Lockdown has made Lee 

anxious to be constantly around 
family members so when his 
mom has to go and visit his 
grandmother, he wants to tag 
along. Vanessa is cautious as she 
does not want to expose him to 
the virus.

He tells them often that he 
misses Church. 

Vanessa said that coordinator 
of the Spred group, Roslyn 
Bauer has had at least three 
sessions with him via WhatsApp 
video calls.  

Roslyn, who has had this role 
for over 10 years in the Eldorado 
Park parish, explained how sym-
bols are central to the delivery of 
their messages during classes. 

Symbols help them to respond 
as they touch, see and feel, said 
Roslyn. 

She misses the children and 
hearing their voices on the 
telephone gives  her much joy.  
“Virtual sessions mean we 
cannot be together but I always 
tell them I am happy to see them 
and hear their voices during 
video calls.

It is important to let them 
know they are not alone and are 
also not forgotten, said Roslyn.

She concluded by saying their 
faith friends had taught them a 
lot about diversity, collaboration, 
inclusion and friendship.

Lerato Mohone

Lee Lindenberg has a sunny 
disposition.

Spiritual 
development 

not neglected 
for Eldos’ special 

friends

Congregants social distance during Mass.

Resumption of public 
masses

Sunday, 6 September saw the 
resumption of public masses 

in most deaneries. At Holy Spirit, 
Dobsonville and Our Lady of 
Victories, Doornkop, Mass was 
said by parish priest, Fr Francis 
Xavier AJ who welcomed every-
one back after such a long time.

Holy Communion and collec-
tion basket points clearly were 
demarcated. 

Mass was said especially for 
departed souls of the parish who 
died during the pandemic, that 
God would grant them eternal 
rest.

The priest asked that people 
reflect on how they had prepared 
themselves spiritually and how 
they had contributed towards the 
purchase of material used to 
ensure there is no contamination 
in the Church.

The golden rule is now to leave 
the church building the way we 
found it – decontaminated and 
sanitised, said Fr Francis. At the 
end of Mass, several people 
volunteered to clean and sanitise 
the church. 

Lerato Mohone

Right: Medic, Lizzie 
Mabizela screens and 
sanitises congregants 

before Mass.

Left: Fr Francis Xavier 
AJ delivering the  
homily.

Masolenyana a Kriste Morena with their guide, Fikile Nyembe at Our Lady 
of Victories, Doornkop.
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The quotation below from 
the Marfam 2020 Family 
Year Planner’s overview 

sets the tone for reflection and 
sharing for families at home as a 
contribution to Mission Month 
with its need to evangelise, 
witness and support those in need.  

“Every single family of any 
description, from a human one-
parent family, to the ancient 
colossuses of trees in our forests, 
and the tiniest of creatures in the 
sea, has a role to play to sustain 
our world, as a family of families.  
We, the human family, uniquely 
have the power to deliberately 
choose our sense of mission. We 
cannot afford selfish greed, or 
hurtful violence, but are called to 
adopt God’s mission of love, love 
of creation and of all creatures. It 
is a massive mission, demanding 
commitment and all our resources, 
but it alone has the potential for 

the ultimate salvation of the  
whole world.  

The family is an agent of pasto-
ral activity through the explicit 
proclamation of the Gospel, their 
witness, namely solidarity with 
the poor, openness to diversity of 
people, protection of creation, 
moral and material solidarity with 
other families and commitment to 
the common good.  AL 290

As Christians we are called to 
accept the world as a sacrament of 
communion, as a way of sharing 
with God and our neighbours on a 
global scale. It is our humble con-
viction that the divine and the 
human meet in the slightest detail 
in the seamless garment of God’s 
creation, in the last speck of dust 
of our planet.  LS9”

Illness and death are natural 
events but the coronavirus has 
contributed to a greater loss of 
life, often in difficult and traum-

atic circumstances where normal 
ways of grieving have not been 
possible. Station of the Cross for 
the Bereaved is a simple Marfam 
resource booklet in English and 
Sesotho to help families cope in 
the process. It is also broadcast as 
a prayer resource on Radio Veritas 
on Saturdays at 8pm.  

Stations of the Cross of the 
Widowed in English, Afrikaans, 
Zulu, Sotho and Tswana. Costs for 
various MARFAM publications 
are from R10. 

Special commemorations and 
feasts that can be celebrated in our 
homes: The Season of Creation 
ends on 4 October, feast of St 
Francis of Assisi. Other feast 
days: 1st October St Therese of 
Lisieux; 2nd October guardian 
angels; 7th October Holy Rosary; 
18th Mission Sunday.   

For daily family thoughts visit  
www.marfam.org.za.  For infor-
mation and publications call Toni 
0825521275 info@marfam.org.za   

Toni Rowland

The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference’s  
spokesman has urged 

Catholics to support the newly-
launched Southern Cross magazine.

In a message in the first edition of 
the magazine, which replaces the 
weekly newspaper, Archbishop 
Emeritus William Slattery OFM said: 
“I welcome the birth of this 
magazine which will gather us 
together as family again. In this 
new form, The Southern Cross will 
be reborn and will keep alive the 
heartbeat of humble local events 
and alert us of Catholic happenings 
around the world.”

He added: “I heartily encourage 
our Catholic people and our many 
friends to support The Southern 
Cross reborn. We seriously need to 
create and proclaim our Good 
News.”

The launch of the magazine  
was necessary after the closure of 
churches during lockdown meant 
that The Southern Cross lost 
virtually all points of sales, and with 
it exhausted all of its financial 
reserves. The newspaper kept 
publishing digitally every week, 
releasing its editions on Wednes-
days for subscribers and free on 
Sundays. The final issue is that of 
September 23, ending an unbroken 
record of more than 5200 conse-
cutive weekly editions.

In July, the newspaper was forced 
to retrench all staff. Three of them 
— editor Günther Simmermacher, 
digital editor Claire Allen and 
business manager Pamela Davids 
— stayed on a freelance basis to 
keep The Southern Cross going, 
despite great financial sacrifice.

Simmermacher said that the 
website will continue to cover 
Catholic news. The magazine will  
be aimed at the broad Catholic 
community.

“We’ll have articles that give 

insights into our faith, and build us 
up as Catholics, but also fun stuff 
like the trivia quiz, crossword and 
wordsearch,” Simmermacher said. 
He summed up the philosophy as 
“Edify, Educate, Entertain”.

One special feature will be the 
“Saint of the Month”, with a pull-
out poster. The saint in the 
October issue is St Teresa of Avila. 
In November it will be St Martin de 
Porres, the editor revealed.

Among other features he 
expects to be popular is the Q&A 
section. “In a survey we conducted 
online, that was a request that 
came up frequently. So we have a 
team of experts who will answer 
readers’ questions on matters of 
faith,” Simmermacher explained.

One of his personal favourites is 
the monthly colourised historical 
photo. In the first issue, it is of the 
three visionary children of Fatima.

The new magazine will be 
available from most parishes and 
directly from The Southern Cross at 
a cover price of R30.

Simmermacher emphasised that 
the publication needs support. 
“This is the last chance to keep The 

October Family Theme

 “Family on Mission”

Southern Cross alive. If the maga-
zine doesn’t get support, The 
Southern Cross will disappear after 
100 years.”

This means that parishes must 
promote the magazine, especially 
now, when restrictions still apply.

One way of doing so, he said, is 
for parishes to appoint a sodality or 
ministry in the parish, such as the 
ushers, to take on The Southern 
Cross as a project.

“We offer an incentive of R5 
commission per copy sold,” 
Simmermacher said. “But it’s about 
more than that. We must promote 
Catholic media as a way of getting 
the Church into people’s homes. 
Catholic media builds faith and 
evangelises, and evangelisation is 
the task of every Catholic.”

Simmermacher said that he and 
his colleagues have been 
sustained by the support 
and prayers of many people 
during a difficult time.

“Every donation we 
receive, whether it’s R100 
or R10000, tells us, ‘Carry 
on, your work is important 
and valued’. That gives us 
strength and hope, and it 
invests in us a responsi-
bility to produce a first-

class publication. I hope we meet 
that obligation.”

Subscribe to The Southern Cross 
magazine at www.digital.scross.
co.za/subscribe. To order individual 
copies or for parish orders, email 
Pamela at admin@scross.co.za or 
phone 083 233-1956.



adnews@catholicjhb.org.zaOctober 2020 Volume 35 No 7 5

Candise Williams-Reddiar, a 
32-year old Catholic mother 

and wife, was born and raised in 
Lenasia.

She married her husband at the 
Cathedral of Christ the King on 
the Vigil of the Assumption of 
Mary in 2017. By profession, she 
is a forensic auditor currently 
working in the banking sector, but 
she also lends her skills and 
expertise to her parish, St Thomas, 
Lenasia where she has served as 
the secretary for their finance min-
istry over the last three years.

With such a hectic professional 
life what drove her to enter the 
Mrs South Africa pageant?

“Being a young, Catholic 
woman with my own opinion and 

testimony, I believe that Mrs SA 
provides an amazing platform 
that drives self-growth and 
empowerment amongst women in 
South Africa. Being a wife and a 
mother is a huge part of my life, 
but I am also so much more. I 
was diagnosed with stomach can-
cer at the age of 21, which meant 
having my stomach removed and 
enduring months of chemothera-
py in conjunction with radiation 
therapy. 

To still be here 11 years later, 

Out with the 
old and in 
with the new
The Catholic Men’s Asso-
ciation of St Theresa, Zondi 
donated a new signage 
board for the parish. Hero 
Lingwathi and Styles Mak-
hoba (pictured left) helped 
erect the board.

The Catholic Women’s League at Holy Rosary, Phiri, recently 
held its annual winter blanket distribution drive. With the assis-
tance of friends from the Church of the Resurrection, Bryan-
ston, we were able to keep many families warm this win-
ter. The blanket campaign is aimed at providing some 
warmth and comfort for poorer families during the cold win-
ter months. Thank you to Loane and Bernadette as well as  
Fr Keith Gordon-Davis from the Bryanston church. Thabile 
Mbhele

Annual blanket drive

in remission from cancer, is an 
absolute miracle which would 
not be possible without God and 
having the ability to live a ful-
filled life is something to be 
shared.

“I use this platform to share 
hope and faith that there is life 
after a deadly diagnosis. I hope 
that my story will inspire others 
to have courage to fight life-lim-
iting  
circumstances, I also work with 
various charities and support 
groups to help others facing this 
bleak diagnosis. Sometimes we 
need to see the light at the end  
of the tunnel in order to take the 
first step,” she said.

To vote please SMS Candise 
Williams-Reddiar to 35959  
(SMS cost R3, free SMS do  
not apply)
You can also follow her journey 
on social media FB page: 
Candise Williams-Reddiar 
Mrs SA Semi-Finalist 2020 
Instagram @
CandiseWilliamsReddiar

Tuesday, 8 September was a 
special and important day at 

St Benedict’s College, Bedford-
view as the school celebrated 
O’Leary Day.

The school remembered  
Bishop David O’Leary who called 
for the establishment of a Catholic 
boys’ school in the East Rand 
which is today St Benedict’s 
College. 

Because the O’Leary House 
colour is green, a tree was planted 
at the college near the rugby field 
to acknowledge the importance of 
caring for the environment. 

Celebration of O’Leary Day

Our very own 
Mrs SA 

Semi-Finalist

Would you like to let the world 
know about your parish, sodal-
ity, order or organisation and the 
events you hold?

ADNews is holding a free 
workshop on how to live/video-
stream events. It will be conducted 
by Tim Bernard, whose videos of 
Archdiocesan events have held 
thousands of our Facebook mem-
bers captive following some of the 
major events he covered for us, 
especially during lockdown.

Tim is a professional photogra-
pher for The Star and Africa News 
Agency, but regards live-stream-
ing as important for recording 
events for posterity in these 
changing technological times. 
Tim will teach you how to live-
stream using your cellphone and 
will afford everyone attending the 
opportunity to test their newly-
learned skills.

Venue: Cathedral of Christ 
 the King Hall
Date:    Saturday, 17 October
Time:   10am to 1pm

Tea and coffee will be served.

The workshop will be limited to 30 
and strict lockdown regulations 
will be enforced.

To book email
 adnews@catholicjhn.org.za

Please ensure that you do attend if 
you book as many people will have 
to be turned away.

The event will be live-streamed for 
those who are unable to attend.
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Belgravia — St Anne’s R 1,000
Benoni — St Patrick’s  R 4,913
Benoni — St Joseph’s  R 5,267
Bez Valley — Holy Angels  R 4,980
Boksburg — St Dominic  R21,343
Bosmont — St Joseph’s  R 3,203
Braamfontein — Holy Trinity  R19,219
Brakpan — St John the Baptist  R 2,392
Brentwood Park — Our Lady of Fatima  R12,763
Bryanston — Church of the Resurrection  R31,200
Coronationville — St Anthony’s  R 6,131
Daveyton — St Nicholas/Lambert/Martin/Monica  R 1,985
Dawn Park — Church of the Resurrection  R 4,105
Delmas — St Rose of Lima  R 310
Dobsonville — St Angela’s  R 1,870
Doornkop — Holy Spirit  R 3,323
Duduza — St Anthony’s  R 2,264
Edenpark — St Paul’s  R 1,996
Edenvale — St Theresa  R58,230
Eldorado Park — St Catherine and St Eugene  R27,640
Evaton — St Francis Xavier  R 2,512
Evaton — St Anthony  R 1,000
Florida — St John the Apostle  R32,468
Germiston — St Augustine  R19,620
Heidelberg — Seven Holy Founders  R 3,774
Katlehong — Sacred Heart  R 5,000
Kempton Park — Our Lady of Lourdes  R 5,450
Kensington — Our Lady of Sorrows  R12,225
La Rochelle — St Patrick’s  R12,876
Leondale — San Salvador  R 5,779
Magaliesburg — St James  R 3,775
Maryvale — Our Lady of the Wayside  R11,668
Meadowlands — St Michael's  R 7,070
Mohlakeng — Our Lady of Africa R 4,125
Mokoena — St Joseph’s R 4,500
Mokoena — Holy Trinity  R 700
Norwood — St Joseph’s R 2,420
Payneville — St Louis  R 465
Pimville — St Peter Claver R 7,500
Primrose — St Joseph’s  R 8,510
Rivonia — Our Lady of Lourdes  R54,390
Rosebank — Immaculate Conception  R18,500
Sebokeng — Nyolohelo  R 1,065
Sharpeville — Our Lady of Fatima  R 1,160
Springs — Our Lady of Mercy  R 2,861
Spruitview — Holy Family  R 3,454
Thokoza — Mount Carmel  R 1,567
Vereeniging — Our Lady of Perpetual Help  R10,956
Vosloorus — St Albert’s  R 4,975
Zola — Holy Cross  R 1,860
Zondi — St Theresa’s  R 1,141
Carmelite Sisters  R 3,000
Anonymous Donors / Depositors  R259,797
 
NB: Some donations may be included in the 
anonymous donations

Archdiocesan BLA / Sacrificium

Monies received by 12 August 2020 -  R724 498

 Amounts rounded to nearest Rand

A virtual fun/walk day, was held on 12 and  
13 September to support the Mother of Mercy 

Shrine, Magaliesburg.
The Friends of the Shrine, Soweto thanked all 

those who participated particularly in the difficult 
circum-stances being experienced globally.

Zanele Ngobese said: "The building of the Shrine 
is a reality and a milestone which must be achieved. 
With some 60 participants’ support, we managed to 
innovatively execute our annual event. To those who 
joined, thank you for believing in our crazy idea. All 
of you deserve an award for becoming amongst the 
first to engage in such an awesome idea.”

We raised R3 500 and are hoping, by this month 

end, that others will add to this to bring the amount to 
R4 000.  

“We have learned lessons that will enable us to 
engage with people technologically and in a harmoni-
ous spirit in future. Our appreciation goes to everyone 
who spread the word, and to those who contributed," 
she concluded.

Fun Walk

Zanele Ngobese 
and family

  Samantha Moshe

Margaret Ncube and Lala Pheto

 Teboho Mokoena from  
St Pius X, Mofolo

Joyce Maphisa from  
Our Lady of Assumption

Right and below: Parishioners danc-
ing from Our Lady of Fatima, Dube. 

 The Moshe family
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UNSUNG COVID-19 HEROES

When most of us were 
lazing around during 
the hard lockdown, 

Warrant Officer Bongane 
Hlongwane was one of the many 
men and women in blue who 
worked tirelessly to stop the 
spread of Covid-19.

Officer Hlongwane is a 
member of the South African 
Police Service VIP Protection 
Services and is stationed at the 
Johannesburg Marble Tower 
Building in the CBD. His main 
duties in the unit include 
protecting the State President, 
ministers and members of the 
executive council. 

Level 5 of the lockdown came 
with a lot of challenges, he 
divulged. 

Imagine having to remind 
people that inter-provincial travel 
without a permit is not permitted 
when people are half-way to 
Durban and they have to turn 
back. Motorists just did not 
understand and this made us very 
unpopular with them.

“We were not fighting with 
them, but an invisible enemy,” he 
said, adding that everybody has a 
right to life and protection. And 
with all the personal protective 
equipment, one was still exposed 
to the virus as we stopped 
“countless vehicles and interacted 
with many drivers.” 

Another challenge was that 
companies, taxis and 
communities were flouting 
regulations. 

Serving and 
protecting 

with a smile

Warrant Officer Bongane Hlong-
wane, who, whether in uniform or 
not, is always willing to serve and 
protect.

Billy Petersen

Billy Petersen is a ready 
resource for his commun-
ity, both in civic and 

church-related matters. His roles 
in the community include chair-
person of Kliptown Community 
Policing Forum (CPF) in Klip-
town South African Police Service 
(SAPS), a member of Kliptown 
Leadership Forum Council and 
committee member of Ward 17 
under councillor Peter Deon 
Rafferty. 

The CPF is the only recognised 
consultative forum designed to 
permit communities to make their 
policing concerns heard to the 
South African Police Service. 

Building relationships, sharing 
information, reporting crime and 
planning projects to assist in 
fighting crime form part of their 
duties. 

Billy is a member of St Eugene 
de Mazenod and St Catherine of 
Sienna parish in Eldorado Park. 

“The love for my community 
stems mostly from my faith. I am 
a member of the Society of St 
Vincent de Paul and Justice and 

Peace group in my home parish. 
These organisations made me 
reflect: “I might be unemployed 
at the moment, but how do I use 
my gifts, talents and time to help 
people who might need them?” 
he shared. 

“As the CPF, we act as a 
conduit between the community 
and the police. The forum also 
aims to improve transparency and 
accountability of the SAPS and 
promotes joint problem 
identification and resolutions.”

The same applies for his role as 

a ward 17 member, ensuring the 
councillor delivers on Integrated 
Development Plan objectives,”  
he said. 

Relations are healthier with 
people being more informed and 
involved in the activities in their 
community, he adds. 

He said his community experi-
enced high infection rates of 
Covid-19 and, as such, they were 
given permits to render the essen-
tial service of reiterating govern-
ment’s precautionary measures of 
combating the disease during 
South African Social Services 
Agency pay-outs in their CBD 
and distribution points. 

With the recently violent killing 
of 16-year-old Nathaniel Julies by 
police, the situation was volatile 
in the neighbouring area and thus 
they facilitated that talks to give 
the child a dignified send-off held 
in an area which was calm. 

Some people have turned his 
home into a charge office. Others 
call and knock on his door at odd 
times of the night. He recently 
had to attend to an assault case 
where the victim was left to die. 
Luckily he got there in time to 
get emergency services and 
helped report the crime.

These regulations are gazetted 
by government and it is our role 
as law enforcement agencies to 
ensure that people adhere to 
them, he emphasised.

Officer Hlongwane said he did 
not condone police brutality, but 
sometimes when you apply the 
law and people don’t want to 
comply, they will view that as 
police brutality. 

In his experience, seldom does 
a ‘soft arrest’ occur whereby a 
person says ‘let’s work together 
and willingly hands himself over 
to be apprehended’.

The police are governed by 
police conduct and Acts in the 
Constitution therefore not above 
reproach, he shared. 

When it comes to crime 
prevention and acting, police 
officers are not in a position to 
say “this is not my responsibility 
of my unit or jurisdiction”.

Sometimes one is in civilian 
clothes when a hijacking or a 
robbery takes place.

“You act on the spot before 

calling for backup assistance. By 
so doing, you are putting yourself 
in the firing line.” 

It is thus mandatory that the 
officer travels with a police 
identity card, a firearm and a 
bullet-proof vest, ready to 
intervene in any situation that 
might require the protection of 
lives. 

He lists former presidents 
Nelson Mandela, Thabo Mbeki, 
Jacob Zuma and Kgalema 
Motlanthe, as well as President 
Cyril Ramaphosa as the most 
high-profile persons he has had 
the privilege of rendering VIP 
Protection Services to.

Impressed with national 
leadership, he hailed President 
Ramaphosa, Minister Bheki Cele 
and his deputy and national 
police commissioner, Khehla 
Sithole and their response to the 
coronavirus pandemic as 
‘remarkable’, saying their 
direction helped in flattening the 
curve. 

Officer Hlongwane is a 
parishioner at St Pius X, Mofolo. 

He said in a world where there 
is trust deficit when it comes to 
their service, Police Day masses 
that are celebrated to honour and 
pray for them and with them 
boost their morale. 

“We feel acknowledged and 
valued for putting our lives on the 
line and this is also a way of 
exhibiting to young ones that 
policing is one of those 
honourable professions.  After all, 
John 15: 13 reads: “There is no 
greater love than to lay one’s life 
for one’s friends.”

To wind down, he spends time 
with family and enjoys going on 
holiday. 

Superintendent of the 
Johannesburg Metro Police 
Department (JMPD), Soweto 

region, Matseliso Mokoena’s duties 
include being accountable for the 
overall performance of the JMPD’s 
operations unit which is respons-
ible for law enforcement, enforce-
ment of by-laws, crime prevention 
and traffic management. 

“I started my career as a school 
teacher. But as a person one 
evolves, so I moved on to emer-
gency medical services which is 
about saving lives,” she explained. 

She continued: “Subsequently,  
I joined the JMPD – patrolling, 
enforcing by-laws, traffic manage-
ment, assessing roadworthiness of 
vehicles and issuing tickets for 
traffic violations.”

Supt Mokoena then applied for a 
position as a sergeant where she 
supervised junior metro cops 
ensuring that they executed their 
duties accordingly during routine 
roadside checks and patrolling, all 
the while studying and obtaining  
a Bachelor of administration, 
specialising in public administration 
and industrial psychology whilst 
doing her duties as an officer. 
Armed with her qualification and 
confidence in her abilities, she 
applied for her current position, 
skipping the inspector position 
which is in between.

In an effort to fight the pandemic, 
she was also appointed a compli-
ance officer for Soweto. She ensures 
that the organisation (JMPD) 

complies with government 
regulations and ensures that 
employees are following internal 
compliance policies. This added 
responsibility was a concern for  
her 19-year-old son, Oratile who 
worried about her contracting the 
virus, especially when she received 
calls at all hours of the night 
informing her that an officer has 
been admitted to hospital. 

“It does not matter if I am already 
in bed. I have to get up and drive to 
the designated hospital where 
officers are admitted to ensure that 
the necessary paperwork is done. 

“I reassure my son that I will  
take the necessary precautions,”  
she said.

On the subject of police brutality, 
Supt Mokoena said this unlawful 
abuse of capacity to use force was 
unacceptable.

“We need to find solutions that 
will ensure that no force is used 
unnecessarily by police. Affected 
persons should report incidences 
to the Independence Police Investi-
gative Directorate that oversees 
SAPS and JMPD and conducts 
independent and impartial 
investigations,” she advised.  

In terms of its crime prevention 
mandate, the JMPD carries out a 
‘visible policing’ function similar to 
that carried out by the uniformed 
members of the SAPS. When she 
and her colleagues are visible in 
public spaces, criminals automatic-
ally become deterred from 
committing a crime. Also, people 
are more comfortable approaching 
her for assistance than a civilian. 

The pandemic has robbed her  
of a chance to see her daughter 
Mbalenhle’s four-month old 
daughter. “Sometimes you effect 
arrests on people who have not 
been tested for the coronavirus  
and so I do not want to put my 
grandchild at risk of infection,” she 
said, concerned.

Supt Mokoena is a member of 
Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni but 
also attends Mass at St John Bosco, 
Robertsham as she resides in the 
vicinity. Her favourite devotion is 
reciting the Rosary. She has served 
the Church diligently in various 
capacities, having started as a 
catechist during her school days, to 
being a parish pastoral council 
chairperson, to steering successful 
fundraising drives.

Her children also play an active 
role in the Church – Mbalenhle is a 
former deanery youth chairperson 
and Oratile a deanery secretary of 
altar servers.

Making our communities 
safe spaces

Hard at work – Superintendent Mat-
seliso Mokoena of the Johannesburg 
Metro Police Department. 

Putting the 
safety of 
citizens first

At war with Covid-19 continued  
from page 1.

 The arrests were effected 
through patrols, stop-and-searches, 
road blocks and visits to liquor 
outlets.

“The enforcement of a lock-
down justifiably limits certain 
human rights, however, it does not 
diminish all rights, particularly the 
rights to dignity and life. I, as an 
oath-man, practise the batho- 
pele principles and do my best to 
practice and remain loyal to my 
oath,” he said adding they did not 
encounter any wilful disregard of 
the law. If anything, they were 
showed nothing but love, respect 
and admiration.

“One chooses to defend the 
country at one’s own risk. If you 

get shot you get shot. It comes 
with the territory,” he said matter-
of-factly. 

The L/Cpl said the Bible is 
awash with verses that portray 
soldiers as honourable.

Going to battle for the sake of  
a just cause is noble. “It can be 
likened to defending one’s family 
from an intruder.” He admitted it 
can only be virtuous if done pro-
perly – according to the teachings 
of the Church, and with a 
informed conscience. These teach-
ings strengthen his resolve to pro-
tect and serve our country, he said.

L/Cpl Noge is usually based at 
Lenong Regiment in Pretoria. He 
is married to Thandi and they are 
both parishioners of Our Lady of 
Africa, Mohlakeng.
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 They reported their findings to 
the Orange Farm Human Rights 
Resource Council. They also 
worked with Itsoseng Women’s 
Project, Orange Farm Human 
Rights Resource Council and 
Orange Farm Human Rights 
Advice Centre. The latter also 
issued permits for essential 
service workers.

The pastoral plan complements 
the Acts of the Archdiocesan 
Synod. Both, among other 
things, encourage young people 
to take their rightful place in the 
life of the Church and their 
communities. In this regard their 
parish synod champion, Bricks 
Mokolo has been playing an 
important role guiding them  
as well. 

C-YOM also gathers young 

Young people take forward the mis-
sion – continued from page 1.

people, including non-Catholics, 
to address common challenges 
such as unemployment, drugs and 
alcohol abuse, faith, education 
and teenage pregnancies. 

Young professionals such as 
social workers, medics and  
Fr Kifle share expert advice with 
them. 

Some members are unemployed 
and have been operating without 
funding, using whatever little  
Fr Kifle can sponsor them with, 
such as a modest lunch, transport 
and data costs when they engage 
in social media. 

They said the spin-offs of this 
undertaking included them 
developing skills such as acting, 
hosting, presenting, public 
speaking and organising 
workshops.

Lerato Mohone

A final term 
for the year
On Tuesday, 1 September, 
Marist Brothers, Linmeyer  
welcomed students and edu-
cators back to school. 

What a wonderful day it 
was, to see students arrive to 
brighten the day. Marist  
Brothers Linmeyer wishes all 
the students and staff a very 
successful final term.

Precious Staat

Top: Lacey Marais and Melvin Amagba, Grade PR (00) students.

Above: Julian Schwark and Tia Nirghin, Grade 7 students.

High 
School 
screening 
station. 

What is an aspergillum? 
What is the difference 
between a thurible 

and a thurifer? What is the dif-
ference between a homily and a 
sermon? 

Catholicism, like many institu-
tions and organisations, has its 
own “jargon” and the words that 
are used in the context of Faith 
and Worship can be totally mys-
tifying to the uninitiated (and 
even to the initiated!) 

Many words used in our Faith 
have completely different mean-
ings from the same words in the 
secular world. How did the idea 

for this book come into being?
Early in 2019, my wife and I 

visited New Zealand, where our 
son and his family live. It was 
our first visit, and the first time 
we had actually seen our grand-
children “in the flesh”, as it 
were. While we were there, we 
attended Sunday Mass at St 
Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Northcote, North Auckland – a 
beautiful church and a vibrant 
community, ably and joyfully 
shepherded by Fr Lio Pator. 
During our stay, the Parish was 
preparing to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the consecration 
and dedication of their church. 

As part of these preparations, 
Fr Lio gave a couple of presenta-
tions which I found fascinating. 
The first was called “Sacred 
Spaces” and dealt with the 
church building and its various 
parts and functions. Words like 
“narthex” and “nave”, “ambo” 
and “ambry” were explained and 
defined.

While I knew most of the 
terms, it was good to hear them 
used and described in context. 
He followed this presentation up 
with another called “Sacred 
Vessels, Vestments and 
Gestures”. Again, most of these 
were familiar but to hear them 
explained and once more put into 
context was very enlightening.  
I approached Fr Lio and asked 
him for copies of the presenta-
tions, which he very graciously 
gave me, and I brought them 
back to South Africa. 

I thought “Why not compile a 
booklet of Catholic Words and 
Definitions”. Why not indeed, 
although little did I realise what I 
was letting myself in for! 

The idea is not to get into any 
depth but merely to try to offer 
brief and hopefully easily under-
standable definitions and expla-
nations for “Catholic” words, 
some of which people hear often 
and may not be too sure about, 
others which are more obscure. 
Yet others have a variety of 
meanings in different contexts 
(such as the word “Ordinary”). 
Fund will go to various charita-
ble organisations.

 * Frank Nunan

Frank Nunan is a journalist 
and editor by profession who 
received his initial journalistic 
training in the then Rhodesia 
on the Bulawayo Chronicle. He 
has also worked on South Af-
rican newspapers such as The 
Star and the Sunday Times, 
and was active in the market-
ing and IT fields for many 
years after leaving journalism.

After moving to the Eastern 
Cape from Johannesburg in 2011, 
he launched SA Catholic Online in 
2013 as a Catholic internet re-
source, and simultaneously began 
his publishing facilitation business, 
offering proofreading editing and 
self-publishing services to Catholic
authors. This was expanded to 
the secular world in 2016 with the 
launch of Write-On Publishing.

He has to date published more 
than 50 books, including more 
than 20 Catholic books or books by 
Catholic authors.

He has also been active in in-
ternet services, and has developed 
and currently hosts about a dozen 
parish and other Catholic websites, 
including the Diocese of Port Eliza-
beth site, and that of Radio Veritas, 
South Africa’s Catholic radio station. 
His association with Radio Veritas 
extends to a weekly 10-minute slot 

in which he mainly discusses the 
Church’s use of the internet
and suggests various websites and 
other online resources for listeners.
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08-10-94  Fr Christophe Boyer 
08-10-16  Fr Neil Mitchell
08-10-16  Fr Deneys Williamson
09-10-04  Fr Lizwelinjani 
Mlotshwa
20-10-05  Fr Samuel Gitonga
22-10-89  Fr Emmanuel Gitonga
27-10-18  Fr Abel Maluleka
27-10-18  Fr Raymond Matseke
27-10-18  Fr Boshom Mpetsheni
27-10-18  Fr Sefako Santawana
28-10-18  Rev Francis Graham

3rd  Fr Ronald Cairns
4th  Fr Daniel Sehlapelo
6th  Fr Michael Austin

Ordinations

The following priests and deacons celebrate their birthdays and 
anniversaries of their ordination. Please keep them in your prayers.

Birthdays in October

12th  Rev Thami Mayisela
14th  Rev Philip Teulon
18th  Rev Michael Sadie
19th  Rev Douglas Boake
22nd  Fr Mariano Perez 
 Gonzalez
24th  Fr Raphael Ntlou
25th  Fr Joachim Malunga 
 Rev Ernest Madondo
26th  Fr Kelvin Banda
28th  Fr Benen Fahy
28th  Fr Anthony Thouard 
 Fr Benedict Mahlangu
30th  Fr Chaka Motanyane 
31st  Rev Patrick De Laroche 
 Rev Mnimzana 
 Mpambani

We celebrate with our Priests
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Happy 
15th anniversary, 

Sr Juliana

Fr Peter Benedict Wilson was 
born on 30 October 1960 
the third eldest of 9 children 

born of Martin and Mary Wilson. 
The forced removal of many 
families from the “All white” 
declared South End relocated the 
Wilson family to the northern 
areas; firstly, to Schauderville and 
from there to Windvogel. Peter 
completed primary school at 
Republic Primary and then 
advanced to Bethelsdorp High 
where he met and was mentored 
by Mr. Sam Snayer. Fr Henry 
Flynn and Sr Margaret who served 

St Kevin’s Parish 
Windvogel at that time played a 
pivotal role in Peter’s life and 
faith journey, serving at the altar 
alongside his cousin brother 
Benedict Leander. By the end of 
his matric year (1978), Peter had 
already made up his mind that his 
only vocation in life was 
priesthood. Instead of visiting 
Bishop John Patrick Murphy at 
his office at St Augustine’s 
Cathedral Peter went to his 
residence in Swartkops, only to 
knock on St Peters Presbytery 
door to find two welcoming 
Friars Fathers Boniface and Jim. 

  RIP
FR PETER 
BENEDICT 
WILSON OFM  
30 October 1960 –  
30 August 2020

Those two friars had 
Peter signed up very 

quickly and on  
17 January 1979 he 
entered the novitiate 
in Besters. His first 
profession took 
place on 21 January 
1980. Family and 
friends were present 

to witness Peter’s 
solemn profession in 

his home parish of St 
Kevin’s on 19 December 

1985 and two years later 
was ordained with Fr David 

Barnard on 25 July 1987 by the 
then Bishop Wilfrid Napier in  
St Patrick’s Cathedral Kokstad. 
On the 25th of July 2020 he cele-
brated 33 years of Priesthood.
     Language is the best intro-
duction to a new culture. In his 
desire to serve, learn and better 
understand people’s cultures, 
Peter mastered the languages of 
those whom he served. He kept 
contact with many from the 
various previous parishes he 
served. It is not easy to follow 
Peter’s various appointments in 
the diocese of Kokstad, Witbank 

Diocese (Middelburg), Durban 
Archdiocese (Newlands East), PE 
diocese (Grahamstown) and 
finally the Archdiocese of Johan-
nesburg (Boksburg). Peter served 
as vocations promoter and held 
various portfolios in Franciscan 
leadership. He was a member of 
the leadership of the Franciscan 
Province of Our Lady Queen of 
Peace in his capacity as a Defin-
itor. During his years of Priest-
hood he served in the Diocese of 
Kokstad, in both Bhongweni, 
Shayamoya and some stage in 
Hardenberg. For a time he was 
Parish Priest and Vicar in 
Grahamstown community (Dio-
cese of Port Elizabeth). On the 
29th of May 1987, what  
Fr Egbert (RIP) wrote about  
Fr Peter, was when he went to 
Hardenberg Mission to study 
Xhosa, he preached in the 
mission 3 or 4 times and the 
reaction of the people was that he 
spoke the language very well, and 
preached well too. He related 
very easily with both the elderly 
as well as the young, and it was 
always a pleasure to work and 
live with him. He served for some 

The Youth Department HOD 
and Coordinator, Sr Juliana 

Mary Abioye celebrated 15  
glorious years of religious pro-
fession in the Institute of the  
Sisters of the Eucharistic Heart 
of Jesus on 8 September. She has 
rendered invaluable service to 
the Church and the Archdiocese. 

Under her leadership, the 
youth office has introduced, 
amongst other things, numerous 
workshops that have helped to 
capacitate young people in their 
role as leaders and to take pride 
in their faith. As a result, young 
people actively participate, not 
only in their parishes and dean-
eries, but also in major Archdi-
ocesan and in  Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
activities.  

To mark this special occasion, 
friends and family held an inti-
mate celebration for her.

time as the Postulant Master, but 
resigned at a later stage due to ill 
health. He had a great love and 
zeal for life especially the Frati 
and the Franciscan way of life 
which he celebrated.

The Arts Festival in Grahams-
town deepened what was already a 
deep love for Jazz. Seeing on 
stage and later interacting with 
musicians and artists after shows 
was mindboggling for Peter. There 
is very little he did not know 
about each artist. His little radio 
beside his bed kept him in touch 
with the world; he would have 
first-hand information of pertinent 
matters and Jazz programmes.

The steering wheel, open air, 
game parks, breviary and the 
mass-kit (tables on the side of the 
road would do for an altar) were 
one form of relaxation for Peter. 
He was strong on getting to know 
your country first before venturing 
into other countries and conti-
nents. Whenever one tried to call 
Peter on the cell phone and he 
wasn’t available, there would be a 
voice message saying: This is 
Peter, I’m not available right now, 
please leave your name and 
number and I will get back to you, 
followed by the concluding words 
“YOU KNOW THE DRILL. 

Peter was never scared to speak 
his mind and many a parishioner, 
confrere and civil or religious 
authority would have come across 
this cutting edge of his sharp 
mind. As the Irish would say:  
“No flies on him”. For many years 
Peter suffered chronic diabetes, 
blood pressure and this affected 
his eyesight and kidneys. He had 
undergone various procedures to 
correct his various ailments and 
very early on Sunday 30 August 
2020 at 7.30 am he passed away 
in St Dominic’s Hospital, East 
London. He joins a legion of 
Friars and family who welcome 
him in heaven. May he rest in 
peace!   Fr Peter Whitehead

Diocese of Port Elizabeth
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Evangelisation Department  
secretary, Veronica Pieterson  
celebrated Heritage Month at her 
home parish, Holy Family in 
Spruitview.

Holy Family, Spruitview sanctuary beautifully decorated.

Chancery staff: Ntsoaki Makhetha, Dickson Mofokeng and Veronica 
Mofokeng.

Celebrating our heritage
Heritage Day was celebrated on 24 September. On this day, we are  
encouraged to celebrate our culture and the diversity of our beliefs and 
traditions, in the wider context of a nation that belongs to all its people. 
Parishioners in the Archdiocese of Johannesburg took up the call by 
dressing up in traditional clothing and decorating churches with beauti-
ful brightly-coloured prints and props.


