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Remembering our clergy from left: Archbishop Abel Gabuza,
Fr Tom Segami OMI and Fr Tom Maretlane.
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The Year of the
Eucharist
The year of the Eucharist began
on the Solemnity of Christ the
King and concludes on Sunday,
12 September with the closing of
the International Eucharistic
Congress in Budapest.
Some of the suggestions of the
SACBC at Archdiocesan/ parish
level include:
• Provide a series of catechetical
materials specific to the Eucharist
during 2021, geared towards
adults, young people and children.
• Invite parishes to provide more
opportunities for Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and to make
more availability for parishioners
for personal prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament. Parishes who
have the infrastructure, could offer
weekly Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament online.
• Organise a workshop for priests
and deacons with reference to
preaching about the Eucharist.
• Invite Catholics to make use of
Arch/Diocesan websites to share
their testimonies about how the
Eucharist has changed their lives.
• In Parishes invite priests to offer
one evening a month, to the
parishioners, on the topic of the
Eucharist and to speak about it
with greater clarity and to treat it
with greater reverence.

February 2021

• Arrange an Arch/Diocesan
Eucharistic Celebration some time
during the Eucharistic Year.
• Organise a novena in Parishes in
preparation for the Feast of
Corpus Christi and, if possible,
have First Holy Communions on
that day.
• Chaplains of Youth and Young
Adults to organise a talk on the
Eucharist on 16 June with the
Theme: “The Eucharist in the
lives of Youth”. To make known
the life of Blessed Blessed Carlo
Acutis and in particular his devotion to the Eucharist.
• Invite chaplains of Sodalities,
Lay Movements, Youth and Young
Adults to offer a Retreat on the
topic of Eucharist.
• Within Arch/Dioceses, invite
Parishes to produce their own
banners with the Theme: “All my
springs are in you” and the logo of
the Congress.
• Organise specific apostolic
groups within the Parish to reflect
on the Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis of Pope Benedict XVI.

The year of St Joseph
With the new Apostolic Letter
“Patris corde” (“With a Father’s
Heart”), Pope Francis marks the
150th anniversary of Blessed Pope
Pius IX’s declaration of
St Joseph as patron of the
Universal Church.
In the Letter, he touches on the
virtues of the Bridegroom of
Mary, describing him as a
beloved, tender and obedient
father whose fatherhood of Jesus
he likens as “the earthly shadow
of the heavenly Father.”
It was proclaimed on the Feast
of the Immaculate Conception,
8 December and ends on the same
day this year.
Continued on page 6.
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The Church in
South Africa under a
Covid-19 dark cloud

A year dedicated to
triple celebrations

he Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) region will
this year join several dioceses in
observing the International Year of
the Eucharist. This will run
concurrently with The Year of
St Joseph as declared by Pope
Francis who has also decided to
declare this a special year dedicated to the family.
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C

ovid-19 seems to have
affected religious
communities and clergy
the world over and our region has
not been spared.
In some instances, it is not
possible to determine if the
infection was communityacquired or from exposure to
pastoral duties and activities. The
community transmission of the
virus is a national challenge and
one which facilities are not
immune to as a person may be
exposed to virus and not be aware
that they are a carrier of the virus
if asymptomatic.
Devastating a convent in
Mthatha four nuns died between
8 and 14 June and 17 more tested
positive in June.

Above left and above: Religious sisters receive personal protective equipment.

The deaths began with the
infection of a Sister who works as
a nurse at St Mary’s Hospital in
Mthatha.
After being discovered to be
infected on 2 June, the Sister was
taken from the convent by hospital authorities to a quarantine
site in Mthatha.
This was followed by more
testing positive resulting in the
four succumbing to the virus.
When the second wave hit,
11 nuns from the Daughters of
Saint Francis in Port Shepstone,

Passionate
about issues
of inclusion
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Continued on page 3.

Her qualification will help the
education sector in her country to
have inclusionary practises that
accommodate every learner, she
elaborated.
Sr Dr Mosalagae is a lecturer
at Gaborone Technical College
where she imparts hospitality
industry skills to learners with
disabilities.

O

n a quest to break down
barriers experienced by
marginalised communities, Sister
of Calvary, Macdelyn Mosalagae
is on a mission of advancing their
inclusion.
One of the ways of ensuring
this is through her academic
pursuits. She recently graduated
with a doctorate in inclusive
education at Wits University.
The title of her thesis was:
‘A capabilities approach to the
African inclusive education in the
technical vocational education
and training sector in Botswana’.

Mariannhill diocese, succumbed
to Covid-19 related complications in less than two weeks.
The first death occurred on
10 December.
The Sisters of the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary also had
20 of their members infected
with Covid-19 in December,
three of whom were hospitalised.
Following this, the Southern
African Catholic Bishops’
Conference and Leadership
Conference of Consecrated Life

Continued on page 7.

CORONAVIRUS

Sr Dr Macdelyn Mosalagae seamlessly combining her religious and
academic garbs after graduating as
a doctor from the University of the
Witwatersrand.

• Stay at home if you can
• Wear a mask
• Wash hands
• Practice social
distancing
• Abide by the rules
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Pope’s Intentions: February
Violence against women

Live-stream of first Mass of the year

that they
We pray for women who are victims of violence,
considered
rings
suffe
may be protected by society and have their
and heeded.

PATRONAL FEASTS: FEBRUARY
7th
11th
17th
22nd

Our Lady of Graces, Heidelberg (1932)
Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep (1986) and Rivonia (1952)
Seven Holy Founders, Ratanda (1932); Servite Friars
St Peter, Kagiso (1926)

Shrine merchandise

O

n Tuesday, 19 January, Marist
Brothers, Linmeyer livestreamed the first school Mass of
the year. The theme centred around
welcoming and belonging to a
supportive family larger than our
own familiar unit. A total number of
520 viewers, including staff, students and some parents joined to
watch the Mass celebrated by
Fr David Dryden SJ. It was an inspiration for those who attended–
a time to reflect and renew our
strength during these challenging
times, as well as keeping us hopeful
for the future.
Precious Staat

available at the Chancery

Buy your Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise
at the office.
Contact Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400
Drymac:
Drymac winter warmer:
Candle:
Mug:
Beanie/woollen hat:
T-shirt:
Golf shirt:
Blanket:
Cape/poncho:
Denim jacket:

R400
R420
R100
R100
R 70
R100
R250
R300
R400
R550

LOSS OF A SPOUSE
For those grieving
the death of a spouse.
Wednesday, 18:30-21:00
3rd February
Virtual Meeting conducted via Zoom
Contact Coralie Deas 083 524 7016
Prior Booking Essential
You’ll hear practical advice from
others who’ve been there, what to
expect in your grief, how to cope
with life without your spouse and
why it won’t always hurt this much.
Brought to you by
St Charles Parish, Victory Park

Cap:
R100
Hat/Sporty
R100
Kids golf shirt:
R180
Shrine logo embroidered
on your own denim
jacket:
R250
Buffs:
R 70
Face masks
R 50

A 14 WEEK SEMINAR
SUPPORT PROGRAMME
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Kholofelo Ya Josefa
Community Care Centre

Brought to you by
St Charles Parish, Victory Park

A home-based and orphanage
project of St Hubert, Alexandra

All are welcome to submit upcoming events
and news for the website.
The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

ORDER OF CARMELITES
DISCALCED SECULAR

Funds are still being raised
by various fund-raising
committees.
The target is R25 million.
To date R21 239 638 has
been raised.

Each weekly session highlights a
different aspect of grief.

Looking for church contact information
about the Archdiocese of Johannesburg, events and
organisations? We have a comprehensive list of parishes,
priests, schools, homes, creches, shelters, sodalities and
secular orders.

To purchase, please call
any CWL branch.

Sphiwe Kunene
Holy Family , PPC Chairperson

Virtual meetings
conducted via Zoom
Contact Coralie Deas
083 524 7016
Prior Booking Essential

Catholic
Women’s
League
2021 diary
available

In the history of, Holy Family,
Spruitview, never, was there such
a big group of young people
totalling 24 receiving the sacrament of Confirmation on the
same day. To top it all, male
candidates (14) out-numbered
female candidates (10). This took
place on Sunday, 20 December
with the sacraments administered
by parish priest, Fr Sefako Santawana. The whole parish was
really honored and blessed by
this occasion. They had the best
Christmas gift before the birth of
baby Jesus Himself.

designed to help you after the
death of a loved one.
Commencing Wednesday,
17th February • 18:30 – 20:30

Make use of
our Archdiocesan website

2

Confirmations –
Spruitview

WANTED – VOLUNTEERS:
• Care givers
• Fundraisers
• Treasurer
• Board of trustees
For more information, contact
Poshela Kekana (076) 062 7499

PREGN AN CY
CRISIS L INE
Pregnant?
Need help?
Call 061 925-1987
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Sanitary Towel
Donations
With the reopening of schools,
CWL Social Workers are implementing an education drive aimed
at young girls on care, hygiene and
health at local primary schools.
Please assist their efforts with
donations of sanitary towels.
Thank you!
Please contact
admin@cwladoptions.co.za
Tel: 011 618 1533/4

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical
abortion), Catholics must be told,
for their eternal welfare, and survival
of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/
bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’
in the centre of the World –
‘Love comprises
ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment
to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty,
Chastity
and Obedience…
EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
Enter The Order of Carmelites
Discalced - Secular (ocds)
Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge
on 083 703 2301
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Women and
the word

Seminarians present a special
gift to the Archbishop

Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

I

nspired by discussions during
the international 16 Days of
Activism against GenderBased Violence, and having
researched Canon Law, a reader
asks:
Why are lay people disallowed to
proclaim the Gospel and preach
homilies? Aren’t the rape
culture and femicide in South
Africa a justifiable cause to warrant women to preach homilies
and proclaim the Gospel?
In Catholic liturgy we have lay
ministries which are done by men
and women in good standing and
ordained ministries performed by
deacons, priests and bishops.
Proclaiming the Gospel and giving a homily at Mass are ordained
ministries. A lay person would be
allowed to proclaim the Gospel in
exceptional circumstances like
when no ordained minister knows
the language of the people. The
rubrics are obviously different
when Catholics assemble without
a priest.
It is interesting to note that
Canon Law #766.0 states: “Lay
persons can be permitted to
preach… if necessity requires it
in certain circumstances or it
seems advantageous in particular cases”. Then #767.1 adds:
“Amongst the form of preaching
the homily, which is part of the
liturgy itself, is reserved for
priests and deacons”.
Yes, there are times when lay
people may preach, but this is not
the same as giving a homily. A
homily is when an ordained minister gives a spiritual message
derived from the Word of God
which has just been proclaimed.
The Church restricts this to the
clergy, probably because we still
think that their formation has
equipped them to do this better
than others, but also because it is
easier for the bishop to hold the
clergy to account. When a lay
person is invited to speak (either
after the Gospel or near the end
of the liturgy) this is regarded as
a speech, personal testimony, or
discourse, but not a homily.
Relaxing this prohibition on
National Women’s Day and during the 16 Days campaign would
send a strong message that the
Church is cognizant of the plight
of women and it is standing in
solidarity with the vulnerable
and discriminated women. The
Church will be allowing women
to give testimonies of their lived
experiences.
It is possible for women to speak
at Mass on these days and the
parish priest may invite someone
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to do so. This woman will have
to be thick-skinned, however!
Some parishioners will react negatively. Some will question her
motives or ask why she was the
one selected. It would be good if
the priest introduced the theme
and the speaker.
In South Africa, patriarchy and
male domination are cited as
major reasons why women are
abused and violated. What is
the Church doing to decrease
patriarchy?
The Catholic Church has been
patriarchal and hierarchical since
it absorbed the social culture of
Constantine’s imperial Rome.
Since New Zealand women won
the right to vote in 1893, secular
society has made huge strides
towards equal rights for women.
The Church, by contrast, is often
perceived to be reluctant to
change, or is criticised for changing too slowly.
Before the Second Vatican
Council, only seminarians were
made lectors, porters, acolytes
and so on, as part of their journey
towards ordination. After 1972,
married men could be ordained
deacons, and lay men and women
could be “readers” and “extraordinary ministers”, usually for
a fixed term of just a few years.
On 11 January 2021, Pope
Francis spelled out that both men
and women can be made lectors
and acolytes on a permanent
basis. The Pope’s letter, Spiritus
Domini, changes the Code of
Canon Law which had restricted
these permanent ministries to
men.
Removing patriarchy will not
be easy. Some would like to see
the ordained ministries opened to
women so as to ensure gender
parity. Others would prefer to see
the ordained truly sharing their
authority with non-ordained
women and men. Writers have
shown that just as parish finances
can be handled better by a professional lay person, so being a
papal diplomat, theology professor, synod delegate, press officer
and even a cardinal does not
necessarily require ordination or
the masculine gender, but the
correct aptitude, training and
experience.

We need more questions
about the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

A

rchbishop Buti Tlhagale is
flanked by Brs Mlungisi
Mabe, Nkosinathi Mhlambi and
Vusi Nhlapho.
They form part of the seminarians presenting a gift to the
Archbishop on behalf of all the
seminarians of the Catholic
Archdiocese on 12 January.

Fr Michael Seheri

RIP Minister Jackson Mthembu

Recently-passed Minister in the presidency Jackson Mthembu was
a devout Catholic. He would attend Mass when he could and would
often confide in Fr Lindani Zwane his concerns for all, especially
the poor, about the effects of Covid-19. He is pictured here with
Fr Zwane on the Sacred Heart, Ackerville's Facebook page with some
parishioners after Mass in July last year.

MATRIC RESULTS
The 2020 Matric results
are due at the end of
February. ADNews will
feature the top-achieving
students in our March
edition with a message
from the schools and
Catholic Schools'
Organisation. Please
submit your students'
results by no later than
12 March to adnews@
catholicjhb.org.za

The Church in South Africa ...
continued from page 1.

(SA) released a joint statement in
which they called for vigilance to
all South Africans and to religious
congregations and priests in
particular.
Several clergy have also had
their battles with the disease with
Archbishop Abel Gabuza, coadjutor of the Archdiocese of Durban,
former Vicar General of Mariannhill diocese, Fr Paul Manci SCP
and Fr Tom Segami OMI, parish
priest of St Peter Claver, Pimville
all passing away from the virus.
“As religious, community life is
the essence of our religious life, as
most of our life revolves around
community and coming together
for prayers, meals, professions,
A Year dedicated to triple celebrations – continued from page 1.

Amoris Laetitia Family
year
Titled the “Amoris Laetitia
Family” year, it will be inaugurated on 19 March, the Solemnity
of St Joseph, just in time for the
fifth anniversary of his apostolic
exhortation “Amoris Laetitia”.
This a little over a yearlong
commemoration will be the time
in which the Church will focus on
the family and conjugal love,
announced the Pope.
Beginning March 19, he said,
the year of reflection on Amoris

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Left: Sr Nkhensani of the
Companions of St Angela receiving
personal protective equipment.

ordinations, chapters, masses,
recreations, etc. However, these
key occasions of our witnessing
are guaranteed occasions for the
virus to spread and infect others.
“We therefore call for a prudent
relook at these activities and to
Laetitia will be an opportunity “to
focus more closely on the
contents of the document.”
Amoris laetitia (The Joy of
Love) is a post-synodal apostolic
exhortation by Pope Francis
addressing the pastoral care of
families. Dated 19 March 2016, it
was released on 8 April 2016
following the Synods on the
Family that took place in 2014
and 2015.
Initiatives promoted during the
year will be coordinated by the
Dicastery for Laity, the Family
and Life and everyone is
encouraged to take part.
The dicastery in its website

put sentiments of “we always do
it this way and at this time” aside
in order to protect everyone
concerned, especially the elderly
and those with chronic conditions. It is in our hands to protect
each other,” the statement read.
This raises questions on
whether pastoral activities should
be suspended.
The SACBC Justice and Peace
Commission distributed personal
protective equipment to religious
communities around the country.
Lerato Mohone
Pics by SACBC Justice & Peace
Commission

said that the goals of the
celebration include sharing the
contents of the apostolic exhortation more widely, proclaiming
the gift of the sacrament of
marriage and enabling families to
become active agents of the
family apostolate.
The celebration will conclude
on the occasion of the World
Meeting of Families in Rome on
26 June,” the dicastery said.
*Since the country and the world is
still in the grip of Covid-19 resurgence,
our bishops will advise in accordance
with health protocols.
Lerato Mohone
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Sunday Fun Day at
St Benedict the Black, Sebokeng

Boipatong Catholic Women’s League
spreads Christmas cheer
Above: Mr and Miss St Benedict the
Black 2020 winners with the judges.
Right: Parish priest, Fr Kgaogelo
B Ntsie during Mass.

I

t was all fun and games on
Sunday, 20 December at
St Benedict the Black in Zone
3 Sebokeng, when the parish
hosted its first ever Fundraising
Day under the leadership of
parish priest, Fr Kgaogelo Ntsie.
The day began with Mass in
the morning and followed with
fun festivities which saw all
parishioners take part in various
activities such as dancing and
singing. However, the main
drawcard for the event, was Mr
and Miss St Benedict the Black
beauty pageant which saw Kgosi
Mofurutsi crowned as the king
and Thandeka Radebe, the queen.
Food and cold drinks were on
sale and children were treated to
hotdogs and party packs and
enjoyed some fun in the sun on
the jumping castle. There were
also some prizes up for grabs.
The theme for the day was jean
and white and everyone came
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dressed accordingly.
Covid-19 regulations and
guidelines were observed and
adhered to. The money raised
will go towards the renovation of
the ablution facilities as well as
the building of a missionary
house for the parish priests.
A big thank you goes to the
fundraising committee and
everyone who came to support us
on the day.

Cynthia Thoko Malinga

In the spirit of Christmas, the
Catholic Women’s League at
St Joseph the Worker in Boipatong handed out hampers to the
elderly people and party packs,
hotdogs and ice cream to the
children.
Nancy Thobejane

Love Gives Families Life

T

he year started sadly without a resolution to the
Covid-19 pandemic, but
rather with a more severe second
wave, described by the President
as a storm. This echoes too the
thoughts of Pope Francis at the
special prayer service in March
2020. The whole world is stormtossed and we are all in the same
boat. We must continue to support one another, hope and pray
more intensely that God will
calm the storm.
Our churches remain closed, but
our little churches in the home
must continue to sustain one
another and the wider church.
Mafram’s Daily Thoughts are a
vehicle for family faith sharing
and prayer. They are linked with
the calendar themes around family life and creation, and built
around the scripture of the day
and a quotation from Pope Francis. Special resources also for
the following:
Sunday 14 February can also
be celebrated as World Marriage

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Day and, of course, Valentine’s
Day.
Lent begins on 17 February
and the daily thoughts will follow a Lenten theme “God so
loved the world.”
February Overview: God, the
creator, is a lover and it is God's
love that is life-giving, creating
life continually, sustaining and
renewing what has been created.
Our task and gift as human
beings and life-givers is co-creation with God in the conception,
bearing and nurturing of children
and in maintaining loving relationships. Our life-giving task is
to nurture life in all its stages
from conception until natural
death. However, we know from
experience how vulnerable life
and love can be. Dare we say
that, if there is no true love,
expressed as a deep concern for
others in our families and for the
common good, life does continue, but not as Jesus said “I have
come that they may have life
and have it to the full. John

10:10. Loving human relationships of commitment and care
are mirrored and carried forward
in care for creation. Reflecting
on St Francis Pope Francis
wrote, “Love is more powerful,
love gives life, love makes hope
blossom in the wilderness.” Caring for rhinos and yet rejecting
unborn human life and the needs
of the destitute and poor is not
fully lifegiving as everything is
connected.
The 2021 Family Year planner
liturgical poster calendar still
available from R10 or bulk prices. Listing monthly themes, use
for family notices, birthdays and
special celebrations.
Visit www.marfam.org.za for
the weekly newsletter. Also
posted on facebook and twitter
and used on the family matters
programme on Radio Veritas.
Also stations of the Cross for the
bereaved are broadcast on Saturday 8pm.
Send requests for emails to
info@marfam.org.za.
See advert for further information or call Toni Rowland on
082 552-1275.
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Author of 184 Days of Empty Churches

Fr Jean-Marie
Kuzituka Did’ho

J

ean-Marie Kuzituka Did’ho is a
Catholic Priest of the Archdiocese
of Johannesburg, South Africa.
Father Jean-Marie holds Bachelors’
degrees of Philosophy and Theology
from the Saint Augustine Collegeaffiliated Urbaniana University in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and
John Vianney Major Seminary in
Pretoria. He also holds a Master’s
degree in Social Anthropology from the
University of the Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg.
His research interests: Anthropology
of Human Rights, Anthropology of
Religions and questions of immigration
and integration. Father Jean-Marie is
currently serving as the Parish Priest of
Saint John the Apostle in Florida Park,
and is Chancellor of the Archdiocese of
Johannesburg and Diocesan Director of
the Pontifical Mission Society (PMS).
He has also recently been appointed
Episcopal Vicar for the Department of
Migrants and Refugees for the
Archdiocese.
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About the book
This collection of Lockdown Homilies offers
insightful reflections on the Gospels assigned
for the celebration of the daily Holy Eucharist
during Lockdown in Year A. These reflections
are meant to help Christians to pray, recalling
those days of confinement. These reflections
are brief, easy to read, yet insightful and practical. 184 Days of Empty Churches links daily
life with the Gospel in reflection, prayer and
behaviour. Every weekday homily in this book
ends with a short prayer to help the reader to
enter into a mood of meditation, praise and
worship. The author invites us to pray and
reminds us that in the House of the Lord, there
are no holidays, no confinement or lockdown.
The book can be purchased at Pauline
bookshop, from the author (Fr Jean-Marie) or
online at Amazon for R300 per copy.

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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O R D I N AT I O N S

Fr Tshepo
Maseko
The ordination to the
sacred priesthood of
Fr Tshepo Maseko took
place at Our Lady of
Peace, Kagiso II on
Saturday, 12 December.
Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI was the
main celebrant.

Fr Tshepo Maseko
gives his vote of
thanks.

Rev Tshepo
Maseko flanked
by his parents,
Africa and
Maleeto
Maseko.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke lays hands on Rev Tshepo Maseko.
Rev Deacon
Tshepo Maseko
during the
promise of
obedience.

Rev Deacon Jason Lottering
from the Archdiocese of Pretoria
proclaims the Gospel.

Archbishop Buti
delivers his homily.

Rev Tshepo Maseko
lies prostrate during
the litany of saints.

Episcopal vicar for vocations,
Fr Michael Seheri

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and Bishop Duncan Tsoke present the newly
ordained priest to the Church.
Pics by Kutlo Maseko

Fr Fusi
Khumalo

Rev Deacon Fusi Khumalo lies prostrate during the litany of saints.

Fr Fusi Khumalo
lays hands on
Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI
and Bishop
Duncan Tsoke.

The sacred ordination to
the priesthood of Fr Fusi
Khumalo took place on
Saturday, 19 December at
the Cathedral. The main
celebrant was Bishop Duncan
Tsoke with Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI assisting.
Fr Fusi Khumalo, Bishop Duncan Tsoke
and Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI.

The last moments of Rev Deacon Fusi
Khumalo before he becomes a priest.
Bishop Duncan Tsoke delivers
the homily.

Fr Fusi Khumalo recites the
Eucharistic prayer.
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Fr Fusi Khumalo lays hands on his
mother Mangaka Alina Radebe.

Fr Fusi Khumalo distributes Holy
Communion to the faithful.

Fr Fusi Khumalo is congratulated by Fr Lawrence
Mduduzi Ndlovu.
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Pics by Kutlo Maseko
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Passionate about issues
of inclusion –continued from page 1.

“We tend to place too much
emphasis on theoretical
capabilities when we are gifted
differently. If the desired product
is a bread and a person is able to
measure the ingredients and we
have a bread as a result, we
should not discount their
abilities,” she said.
Sr Dr Mosalagae has also been
working with incarcerated
members of society in the first
offenders men’s prison where she
offers psycho-social support and
has been teaching restorative
justice for over 10 years. These
prisoners also experience
exclusion by society and this
ministry helps with their
rehabilitation, she added.
Inclusion and exclusion takes
place everywhere on a daily basis.
Even in the Church, there are
people who are excluded from
receiving sacraments because of
their disabilities or sexual
orientation.
“When I joined the Sisters of
Calvary, I was thrilled that their
charism aligns with my values.”

Pursuing academics in secular
institutions of learning has made
her aware of another phenomenon:
women who wear religious garb
are often excluded, however, not
wilfully.
“Initially, people did not know
how to address me and, as a
result, I have often felt very
isolated, especially when I was in
Europe without the physical
companionship of my fellow
sisters.
“People’s perception of nuns is
what they see on television so
I would find people asking me if
I was real.”
Over time, especially at Wits,
she managed to make friends and
had the support of her PhD
colleagues who, amongst other
things, did not allow her to
wallow in self-doubt when she
received not-so-glowing feedback
from her supervisor.
She also had other challenges
that she had to overcome such as
the Fees Must Fall Movement that
threatened the smooth-running of
academics and the loss of her
mother.
The Divine Mercy signature:
‘Jesus I trust in You’ is her

MARY IMMACULATE
QUEEN PRE-SCHOOL

personal mantra and her motto
“Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of
my life”– (Psalm 23:6) are some
of the words that have motivated
her.
Sr Dr Mosalagae appreciates
her religious vocation and lives it
to the full. Due to congregations
usually not usually having money,
it is financially not viable for
many religious to further their
studies. One needs to take the
initiative and apply for scholarships, she advised.
Sr Dr Mosalage is a fitness
fanatic who is an aerobics
instructor at her college and also
enjoys cycling. It is impractical
to do these in a habit. Modestly
dressed in appropriate apparel,
some Catholics have asked her if
she is a real nun.
She admitted to enjoying the
Archdiocese of Johannesburg
Marian Shrine Fun Walks when
she was still studying. People
would be surprised to learn that I
am also drawn to activities like
motorbike-riding and, had it not
been that the army in Botswana
did not allow women during
former times, she probably would
have been a soldier.
In the end, she served her
country by fighting for the rights
of the excluded.
Sr Dr Mosalagae is now
working on her next goal,
professorship.
Lerato Mohone

We celebrate
with our Priests
The following priests and
deacons celebrate their
birthdays and anniversaries of
their ordinations. Remember
them in your prayers.
Ordinations

Br Tshepo Khoarai OMI

from St Albert the Great, Vosloorus
recently made his First Oblation, that
is first Profession of Vows, as a Missionary Oblate of Mary Immaculate.
He stands under a portrait of
St Eugène de Mazenod, a French
Catholic priest. At the tender age of
eight, the de Mazenod family was
forced to flee the French Revolution,
leaving their considerable wealth
behind. As refugees in Italy, they
were very poor, and moved from
place to place.
At the age of 20, he returned to
France and became a priest. De
Mazenod founded the congregation
of the Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate. Initially focused on
rebuilding the Church in France after
the Revolution, their work soon
spread, particularly to Canada. De
Mazenod was appointed Bishop of
Marseille in 1837, and Archbishop in
1851.
On 19 October 1975, Bishop de
Mazenod was beatified, and was
canonized twenty years later on
3 December 1995.
Info: Wikipedia

Fr Joe Leathem
remembered
with a plaque

2021 ADMISSIONS
NOW OPEN

A plaque of the late former parish priest of St Therese,
Edenvale Fr Joseph Leathem
plaque was recently installed at
the Garden of Remembrance in
the church. Thank you to Johan
at Besttomstones who donated
the plaque.

Cnr Michigan and Albama Road,
Ext 7 in Eldorado Park
Telephone: 011 342 4188

The first 7 years of a child’s life are the most important
as they form the basis of a child’s character.
This is why it is of the utmost importance that you
choose a safe and secure environment where your child
will spend fun-filled days as well as feeling loved.

Fr Jonathan Petersen 02-02-02
Rev Edward Nyembe 05-02-95
Fr Pierre Chemaly
07-02-99
Rev Stuart Allan
10-02-18
Rev Vispanathan Chettiar
10-02-18
Rev Patrick de Laroche 10-02-18
Rev Kenneth Fortuin 10-02-18
Rev Craig Gadd
10-02-18
Rev Kenneth James
10-02-18
Rev Alpheus John
10-02-18
Rev John Makhalemele 10-02-18
Rev Phatudi Mamabolo 10-02-18
Rev May Mashaba
10-02-18
Rev Thami Mayisela 10-02-18
Rev Gerald Rodrigues 10-02-18
Fr Joseph Matsau
11-02-99
Rev Wally Adams
11-02-95
Rev Haga Ndlovu
12-02-95
Fr Ronald Houreld
13-02-81
Fr Kelvin Banda
23-02-19
Fr Russell Pollitt
24-02-06
Rev Martin de Klerk 28-02-81

Birthdays in February
1st Fr Malesela Dikgale
5th Rev Michael Harrington
6th Fr Gabriel Kwedho
7th Fr Reginald Anthony
7th Fr Bruce Botha
13th Fr Nqobile Mzolo
14th Fr Neil Mitchell
16th Fr Inigo Alvarez de Toledo
16th Fr Henri Denoukouia
19th Fr Tshepo Lekoko
19th Fr Tshepiso Lekoko
19th Rev Zain Reddiar
20th Fr Paul Beukes
21st Fr Simon Donnelly
26th Fr Peter Doherty
28th Fr Laszlo Karpati
28th Fr Aloysius Ssegwanyi
28th Rev John Magata
28th Rev Isaac Thomas
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RIP
Fr Tom Segami

The foreground of St Charles,
Victory Park.

Fr Tom Segami OMI was
laid to rest at Westpark
Cemetery. The requiem
mass was held St Charles,
Victory Park under strict
Covid-19 conditions.

Thom Kight & Company pallbearers
carry the coffin to the grave.

Priests before the beginning
of Mass.

See video and photos on
Archdiocesan News Facebook site
by Timothy Bernard
and Sheldon Reddiar.

Fr Tom’s relative pays
her final respects.
Clergy place soil over the coffin.

Burying the dead in
the midst of
Covid-19
challenges

Part of the
fleet of cars.

Founder of
Thom Kight
& Company,
Thomas Keight.

M

any challenges face
funeral parlours in the
wake of Covid-19.
They range from funerals being
identified as super-spreaders,
to running out of storage space
and coffins and the shortage of
crematoria.
However, according to Thom
Kight & Company managing director, Neil Keight (which is how
he spells his surname) planning
ahead has helped them, ensuring
that they would be well-prepared
for the demand and the stringent
precautionary measures that go
with a more deadlier variant of
the virus.
The parlour does 80 percent
of Catholic funerals and its staff
well-informed in the preparation
of funerals of lay and religious
people.
The burials of Bishop Zithulele
Patrick Mvemve, Fr Teboho
Matseke and Fr Tom Segami OMI
were the most recent.
“We are also trained to embalm and dress our priests. The
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vestments are delivered to us and,
where necessary, we collect from
parishes. We have conducted so
many their funerals that it is like
second nature to us,” he said.
In their many years of experience, never has there been a
complaint about a corpse of a
priest being incorrectly dressed,
Neil shared.
The funeral parlour was established over four decades ago by
his father Thomas Keight who
befriended a lot of priests.
Impressed with his extensive
experience and for managing
every detail with sensitivity and
empathy, they encouraged him
to start a business that would be
family-oriented.
To date, three generations of
his family continue his legacy of
ensuring grieving families receive
the best care during a difficult and
often stressful time.
“No family member is forced to

Entrance to
the chapel
The interior of the
Chapel of Rest
on the premises
which is adapted
for any type of
service.

be part of the business. However,
most work for a few weeks and it
ultimately grows on them when
they see the impact our services
has on people when they
go through a sorrowful time,”
said Neil.
As much as this is a 24/7 business, they do not take work home.
There is always somebody on
duty and a few employees stay on
the premises to ensure that they
are always ready with all around
the clock assistance.
The funeral home’s services

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

range from cremations, burials,
embalming corpses, transporting them, assisting with dressing
them and services that contribute
to a dignified send-off.
We work with agents nationwide and are the biggest company
in South Africa with expertise in
the repatriation of mortal remains
to and from any country, Neil
elaborated. The company has also
established an embalming school,
teaching people how to embalm
corpses.
“Thom Kight & Company

belongs to various industry bodies
and we have been advocating for
policies to help run the sector better, among these, the building of
more crematoria,” he said.
There is a lot of red tape and at
the rate at which people are dying,
the government needs to do away
with the cumbersome process,
Neil said, adding that there is a
lot of demand for cremation and
that it has benefits such as being
environmentally-friendly.
Lerato Mohone
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