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PRIESTS RENEW VOWS
DURING CHRISM MASS

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale blessing the oils during the Chrism Mass on
1 April which is also a celebration of priests. He is assisted by (from left)
Episcopal Vicar for Liturgy, Fr Boshom Mpetsheni and Br Karabo
Lephuting. It is also a celebration of the priesthood.
Photo Tim Bernard

P

riests were asked during Mass to renew their commitment to their
priestly services.
Congregants were asked to pray for them and keep them faithful
ministers of Christ and that they remain faithful to the apostolic office
entrusted to them.

See page 5.

New SACBC
associate
secretary general

T

he Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference
has appointed HC as its
new Associate Secretary General.
Sr Siyali belongs to the Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy
Cross, Southern African Province.
She was born in 1970 in Aliwal
North, Eastern Cape Province and
joined the Holy Cross Sisters in
1989. She made her First Profession in 1994 and her final vows
in 2000. She obtained her BTH
degree from UNISA in 2006 and
BTH Honours through the University of KwaZulu Natal in 2011.
Sr Siyali also trained as a
spiritual director and retreat director through the Jesuit Institute of
South Africa in 2017. At the end
of 2020 she completed a Formation of Formators Course in
Nairobi, Kenya at AOSK Chemchemi Ya Uzima Institute (under
the Association of Sisterhood
of Kenya).
She has worked in various
diocesan posts including those of
diocesan animator, diocesan
catechetical coordinator, HIV/
AIDS coordin-ator and as a board
member of the AIDS programme
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Sr Phuthunywa Catherine Siyali

and empowering under-privileged
women with handwork skills. She
has also worked in the SACBC
Department for Christian Formation, Liturgy and Culture as the
Coordinating Secretary for Culture
(2013-2019) and later on took on
an additional Commission as the
SACBC Liturgy Coordinator from
2016 to 2019.
Sr Siyali has pastoral experience
as a Holy Cross Formator and in
the pastoral care of vocations as
directress. She was involved in
different spheres in the work of
her Congregation and Province.
Sr Siyali said that she is under
no illusions about the responsibility she is being charged with.
She is appreciative of the trust
placed in her by Church Leadership and the Holy Cross Congregation and she will give her best
in the service of God and the
Church.

ishop Duncan Tsoke has
been appointed to the
Kimberley diocese where
he is to lead approximately 117
335 Catholics after serving as
Johannesburg’s Auxiliary Bishop.
Born in the East Rand, Bishop
Duncan’s zeal for the priesthood
was a result of staunch Catholic
upbringing with a mother who
was a catechist and a grandmother playing a major role in
the nourishment of his faith. He
wanted to become a legal eagle or
journalist, however, the pull to
the priesthood was always strong.
He recently celebrated his 25th
anniversary to the priesthood.
When it was announced on 3
March, it was a bitter-sweet
moment for me, he shared.
“While this will not be my first
time being out of Johannesburg, I
was a little apprehensive about
leaving my hometown. However,
after my recent visit to
Kimberley, I see the need and the
reason that led to this
appointment. And to be honest, I
am humbled by the appointment
and promise to do my best.”
A linguist, Bishop Duncan who
is fluent in two of the three
languages dominant in the area,
with Setswana his mother tongue,
English and Afrikaans, said
jokingly he was uncertain his
command of tsotsi-taal would
stand in him in good stead. “So I
will have to make a concerted
effort to learn pure Afrikaans,”
he noted.
The Bishop foresees his biggest
challenge being acclimatising to
the extreme heat. This, however,
does not dampen his enthusiasm
and spirits. He is excited about
assuming this position.
“I-job yi job”, a colloquial term
for “for doing what is expected of
you” although in my case, ‘when
you are called, you are called’.
“I look forward to working
with priests, who are mostly
young. I also look forward to
getting to know the people of
Kimberley who have been very
warm. I cannot wait to learn from
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A bitter-sweet
move for
Bishop Duncan
them and being able to serve
them.”
His time in the Archdiocese has
been filled with many memorable
moments.
He recalled how being
appointed the Vicar General from

Pic by Sheldon Reddiar

2009 to 2016, which came
unexpectedly for him, was one of
them. Working with Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale OMI has been a
great honour for him, he said.
“He has imparted a lot of knowledge and skills to me. There
were instances I felt like he was
throwing me into the deep end
and now I see that he was
preparing me for such a time and
role.
“I have great respect for him
and will cherish him for the rest
of my life. Working with various
people has brought me so much
joy,” he added.
Bishop Duncan, who has a
passion for young people, also
listed administering the Sacrament
of Confirmation as a highlight for
him.

“It gave me the opportunity to
engage with young people and
learn about their dreams. During
these occasions, I was also able
to promote vocations to the
priesthood and religious life.
Time spent with the youth,
including celebrating Mass in
Catholic schools, was really
something I treasured.”
“Having been born and bred in
Johannesburg, it is sad to be
leaving the Archdiocese. My
sister, nieces and nephews who
are very dear to me are all here.
My frequent visits to my mother
following the death of my father
as a way of encouraging her will
be sorely missed. As much as my
family rejoices with me, it is not
easy for them to accept this
transfer,” he said.
Bishop Duncan succeeds
Archbishop Abel Gabuza and, as
he is already a bishop, will not
be ordained again, but installed.
Since he will now fall under the
Bloemfontein cluster, he will be
installed as Bishop of Kimberley
by Archbishop Zolile Mpambani
on 17 April.
Bishop Duncan expressed his
gratitude to the clergy, religious
and laity of Johannesburg for
“their support, friendship and
so much kindness over many
years”.
“I am what I am because of
them.”
Furthermore, he wished to
assure them of his continued
prayers and said he hoped they
will also pray for him.
Lerato Mohone
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Pope’s Intentions: April

Sacraments of Baptism and
First Holy Communion

Fundamental rights

ng for
We pray for those who risk their lives while fighti
an
ritari
autho
fundamental rights under dictatorships,
.
crisis
in
regimes and even in democracies

PATRONAL FEASTS: APRIL
1st
8th
24th
23rd
29th
30th

Church of the Resurrection, Bryanston (1968)
Divine Mercy, Walkerville (2009)
Blessed Isadore Bakanja, Protea Glen (1996)
Divine Mercy, Walkerville (2009)
St Catherine of Sienna, Eldorado Park (1974)
St Catherine’s Chapel of Ease, Selcourt, (1965)
Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng (1962)

Funds are still being raised
by various fund-raising
committees.
The target is R25 million.
To date R21 192 165 has
been raised.

Shrine merchandise

I

t was a beautiful blessed day of celebration for young Catholics and
their families at Holy Rosary, Phiri.
They received their sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Communion administered by Fr Michael Seheri. In keeping with the Covid-19
regulations the holy oil and baptism water was administered with safety
precautions, minimising physical contact by using an earbud.
Thabile Mbhele

available at the Chancery

New headmaster
for Marist
Linmeyer

Regan Nicholas

NEW!
SACRIFICIUM MERCHANDISE
Golf-shirt and Sporty hat/ cap R250
T-shirt and Sporty hat/ cap R200
Cap – R100
Sporty hat – R100
T-shirt – R120
Left: Image of golfer back

M

arist Brothers Linmeyer
is very excited to
announce that Regan
Nicholas will be taking over the
leadership reins of our high
school from Gary Norton when
he retires at the end of 2021.
Mr Nicholas has 30 years of
experience in education with
extensive experience as a Deputy
Principal gained at Dainfern
College. He has more recently
served as Senior Deputy Head of
College at Steyn City School.
Mr Nicholas hails from KZN
where he spent his formative
years, raised in the Catholic faith,

and commenced his career in
education before relocating to
Gauteng in 2001.
Passionate about the holistic
development of students and
pastoral wellness of staff, Mr
Nicholas identifies closely with
the Marist ethos and educational
strategy. His personal motto:
“Be honestly myself, even if it
means I am criticized for it.”
As an outdoor enthusiast,
Mr Nicholas has a love of travel,
which he combines with his
passion for history, and enjoys
hiking, fishing and cycling. He
has been married to Melanie for
30 years. The couple have an
adult daughter, Megan.
We look forward to warmly
welcoming Mr Nicholas to our
Marist community and congratulate him on his appointment
as High School Principal of
Marist Brothers Linmeyer from
2022!
Precious Staat
Assistant Marketing Manager

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Kholofelo Ya Josefa
Community Care Centre
A home-based and orphanage
project of St Hubert, Alexandra

Buy your Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise
at the office.
Contact Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400
Drymac:
Drymac winter warmer:
Candle:
Mug:
Beanie/woollen hat:
T-shirt:
Golf shirt:
Blanket:
Cape/poncho:
Denim jacket:
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R400
R420
R100
R100
R 70
R100
R250
R300
R400
R550

Volume 36 No 1

Cap:
R100
Hat/Sporty
R100
Kids golf shirt:
R180
Shrine logo embroidered
on your own denim
jacket:
R250
Buffs:
R 70
Face masks
R 50

WANTED – VOLUNTEERS:
• Care givers
• Fundraisers
• Treasurer
• Board of trustees
For more information, contact
Poshela Kekana (076) 062 7499

PREGN AN CY
CRISIS L INE
Pregnant?
Need help?
Call 061 925-1987
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Sanitary Towel
Donations
With the reopening of schools,
CWL Social Workers are implementing an education drive aimed
at young girls on care, hygiene and
health at local primary schools.
Please assist their efforts with
donations of sanitary towels.
Thank you!
Please contact
admin@cwladoptions.co.za
Tel: 011 618 1533/4

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical
abortion), Catholics must be told,
for their eternal welfare, and survival
of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/
bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

Top and above: Participants
receive the sacrament.

ORDER OF CARMELITES
DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’
in the centre of the World –
‘Love comprises
ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment
to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty,
Chastity
and Obedience…
EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
Enter The Order of Carmelites
Discalced - Secular (ocds)
Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge
on 083 703 2301

Make use of
our Archdiocesan
website
Looking for church contact
information about the
Archdiocese of Johannesburg,
events and organisations?
We have a comprehensive list of
parishes, priests, schools,
homes, creches, shelters, sodalities and secular orders.
All are welcome to submit
upcoming events and news
for the website.
The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
www.catholic-johannesburg.
org.za
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Our tricky
calendar
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

S

omething that puzzles many
of those who assist in the
preparation or celebration
of the liturgy is what is supposed
to happen on feast days of various
ranks. Here are some questions on
this topic.
How does the Church rank its
feast days?

There are three rankings and these
are, from greatest to least:
Solemnity, Feast and Memorial.
Solemnities are the most important annual commemorations
which have pre-eminence over all
other days. Feasts are very important days, but many are unmarked
if and when they fall on a Sunday.
Memorials are saints’ days which
are observed only on weekdays
when they do not clash with a
more important celebration.
What causes festival days to
clash?
The liturgical calendar in made up
of two cycles which run at the
same time. The Seasonal Cycle
runs from the first day of Advent
to the last day in Ordinary Time,
while the Sanctoral Cycle is made
up of all the festivals on fixed calendar dates from 1 January (Mary,
Mother of God) to 31 December
(St Sylvester). Within the
Seasonal Cycle, Easter and all its
related fasts and festivals depend
on the phases of the moon. As
these lunar dates shift each year,
so will they clash with other commemorations which come on fixed
dates. Similarly, Sundays have a
special dignity so, when a saint’s
day falls on a Sunday, that saint
gives way to the Sunday
celebration.
How can I work this out in
advance?
The Table of Liturgical Days,
which shows the order of precedence, can be found at the front of
the Missal, but you need a clear
head to figure it out! It is easier to
look at an ordo or a current liturgical calendar, provided it is printed locally. Locally produced calendars are better than the imported
ones because each country has its
own local saints. For example,
St Patrick’s Day (17 March) is a
Solemnity in Ireland, a Feast in
England and Wales, but just a
Memorial in Southern Africa!
Since St Patrick’s Day falls in
Lent, most South Africans might
just hear his name mentioned in
the Opening Prayer of the Mass.
St Patrick is, however, the patron
saint of Kroonstad and Kokstad
Dioceses, so they would have a
special celebration, as could any
parish named for St Patrick.
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What do we do when feasts
clash?
When something in the Season
Cycle falls on something important in the Sanctoral Cycle, it is
usually the Season that dominates:
the Sundays of Advent, Lent and
Easter take precedence over
Solemnities, pushing them to the
next free day (e.g.: if the Second
Sunday of Advent were to fall
on 8 December, then the Church
would celebrate the Immaculate Conception on Monday,
9 December that year). The
Sundays of Ordinary Time make
way for Solemnities and Feasts
of the Lord, but eclipse the Feasts
of the saints and Memorials
(e.g.: if the Twenty-third Sunday
in Ordinary Time were to fall on
14 September, then that year we
would celebrate the Exaltation of
the Holy Cross on a Sunday. If,
however, the Twenty-sixth Sunday
were to fall on 2 October, then the
Guardian Angels would not be
commemorated that year).
What is different at Mass on
Solemnities and Feasts?
On Solemnities and Feasts we
always use the proper readings,
presidential prayers and prefaces
given in the lectionary and sacramentary. Solemnities always have
two readings before the Gospel,
while Feasts have only one when
they fall on a weekday, but two if
they take place on a Sunday. On
Solemnities the Gloria and Creed
are sung or said (even in Lent),
while on weekday Feasts the
Gloria is sung, but the Creed is
omitted.
Memorials are either obligatory or optional. On Memorials we
take the presidential prayers of the
Memorial (except in Lent when
only the Opening Prayer may be
used), but there is no need to use
a special preface, and there is no
Gloria. On Memorials it is better
to keep to the readings of the season (even in Ordinary Time) so
that the people may hear the
readings in order, but occasionally
a Memorial will have a proper
reading, especially those of New
Testament saints such as Ss.
Timothy & Titus, St Monica and
the Death of John the Baptist.

We need more questions
about the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

T

his year, the Archdiocese is
sending three candidates to
the St Francis Xavier Orientation
Seminary, Cape Town to begin
their priestly formation. They met
with Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
before they left on 11 March.

Off to the seminary ...

Do you think you’re called
to the priesthood?
If yes, kindly contact
Fr Seheri on WhatsApp
076 889 3105.
Candidates, from left: Gontse
Mpshe (Our Lady of Peace,
Kagiso II), Nhlakanipho Simelane
St Albert, Vosloorus), and Lemohang Phalime (Holy Family,
Spruitview) with Fr Michael Seheri,
Episcopal Vicar for Vocations who
asked all to pray for more vocations
in the Archdiocese, and for these
young men.
First year philosophy students
from St John Vianney Seminary,
Pretoria.

by Fr Michael Seheri
Episcopal Vicar for Vocations

Caring for
needy families
Right: Sr Marizete Garbin, the HOD and
the team of Pastoral Care
giving away stationery to children.

S

ince the beginning of the year,
many families of
migrants and refugees
have been stranded without
any means of survival due to the
second wave of the Covid-19
pandemic that forced the country
to implement tough measures.
For this reason, the Department
of Pastoral Care for Migrants and
Refugees, and Bienvenu Shelter
continued to support these families
in many ways. The team of the two
sister organisations directly assisted
518 families with vouchers for
clothing and food, which is indirectly 2 450 persons. In addition,
stationery was distri-buted to 328
children who were preparing to
return to schools, and 300 families
received sanitation kits to protect
themselves from the outbreak of
Covid-19.
In this outreach programme, the
Department of Pastoral Care for
Migrants and Refugees and Bienvenu Shelter have been assisting
more than 450 families (indirectly
1958 persons) with food every week
from Monday to Thursday at the
Cathedral, between the beginning
of January to the end of February 2.
The two organisations would like to
express their deep indebtedness for
the big support from different
donors. May God continue to bless
them abundantly.

Sr Marizete Garbin
Head of Department of Pastoral Care
for Migrants and Refugees
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Distribution of vouchers for food and
clothes and sanitation to migrants and
refugees by the Pastoral Care team.

T

Fr Michael Nkosinathi Nkabinde, the
Episcopal Vicar of Communication and
priest-in charge of St James, Magaliesburg and the team of Pastoral Care for
Migrants and Refugees help a migrant
fill in the distribution form before
receiving his food voucher in Tarlton.

Celebrating old and new CWL members

he Catholic Women’s League at Holy Rosary, Phiri enrolled three new
members while others celebrated their 10 and 20 year anniversaries on
Sunday, 28 March. The three new members are Nonhlanhla Mhlongo, Debra
Mogathusi and Lerato Kebinelang.
They join a group of women who have lived the Charity Work and Loyalty
motto for many years. Tebogo Modise, Jeanette Mapela, Jabulile Nzimande,
Margret Khoza, Alice Manyama and Sophie Masuku celebrated their
10th year anniversaries, while Phindi Leso, Innocentia Dube, Shirll Molobela
and Eleanor Monaheng celebrated their 20th anniversaries.
The members held a spiritually-uplifting retreat the day before assisted
by their parish priest Rev Fr Michael Seheri. Article and photos: Ofentse Manyama
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We aim to understand
the youth

NEW APPOINTMENTS
DEANS

East Deanery –
Fr Mareko Marciniak SVD

South West Deanery (Soweto) –
Fr Bafana Ndlovu OMI

EPISCOPAL VICARS

Justice and Peace –
Fr Sefako Santawana

Liturgy – Fr Boshom Mpetsheni

Marriage and Family Life –
Fr Patrick Dladla OMI

Youth – Fr Abel Maluleka

A

Fr Abel Maluleka

young, energetic and fullof-life’, Fr Abel Maluleka,
has been appointed vicar
for youth and one of his main
aims is to revive passion for
Christ in millenials.
Inspired by the Church’s investment in young people and the
future of the Church, he shared
some of his ambitions for his
tenure.
“My vision is to articulate a
cogent faith rooted in the teachings of the Church and to deeply
understand the context of our
young people and their various
circumstances. I believe that our
office will accompany young
people to become followers of
Christ,” he explained.
Every baptised Christian is
called to follow Jesus in a unique
way. Some are called to married
life, to the priesthood, or to
religious life. Be open to anything
God is proposing to you, he said.

To further encourage them, he
quoted the words of the Holy
Father, who, when asked by
Bishop of San Bernado what he
would say to a young person who
feels called to religious life or
priesthood, he said:
“He or she allow himself or
herself to be gazed at by Jesus.
Jesus is the one who calls, not the
priest, nor bishop or the Pope.
“They should also feel
encouraged by the words of the
Prophet Jeremiah 1: 6-7 ‘Do not
say I am only youth, for to all
whom I send you shall go.’”
Moreover for them to find
inspiration, they must visit religious houses and attend diocesan
events such as ordinations and
religious professions, especially in
our time where young priests are
ordained, he said.
We are living in unprecedented
times which add to the stresses of
life. He listed post-modernism,
globalisation, poor education,
economic growth and teenage
pregnancy as some of the pressing
matters affecting young people.
The Church, community and
families need to understand the
dynamics of post-modern
conditions and to be able to
support, care and give leadership
to a younger generation.
Fr Abel concluded his acade-

mic formation at the Constitutive
College of the Catholic University of East Africa, Tangaza
University College where he
specialised in Pastoral Theology.
“Tangaza University is an
institution that is made up of
religious students from every
continent. This experience has
enhanced my vocation to learn
how to deal and live with people
from different cultures and places.
We reciprocally taught one
another numerous things, and
naturally, some of these came as
culture shock.
“In Pastoral Theology we speak
of ‘See, Judge and Act.’ The
systematic formation of this
methodology helps one to look at
things from different angles and
make rational decisions in
ministry.
Fr Abel admits that young
people have a spiritual longing
and an emptiness that they want to
have fulfilled and the Church
needs to help them to become
close to Jesus.
At the last Archdiocesan Synod,
young adults stated that “they are
getting homilies on how sinful
they are and that it is impossible
to drive people into the arms of
Christ with the lash of fear”. They
also indicated they do not find
many of the parishes as places of
welcome, where their own
particular giftedness is appreciated
and their voices heard.
“As a department, we are
already putting recommendations
in place.
“The pandemic has also posed
challenges, making us rethink how
we minister to this age group.”
Since his appointment as a Vicar
for the Youth, the department has
been using Facebook and
platforms such as Zoom and
webinars to host weekly reflections titled The Lenten Gospels.
These begin with a young person
reciting the Angelus and reading
the Gospel. A priest gives a
reflection and closes with a prayer
and a blessing.
Fr Abel is also passionate about
soccer. He said people are also
often surprised to find out that he
is talented in playing drums and
singing.
The Youth Department exists to
serve the interests of young people
and is there to support young
people in their efforts to follow
and witness to Jesus Christ.
Facebook page: Archdiocese of Johannesburg Catholic Youth
Department

Lerato Mohone
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Palm Sunday celebrations
Palm Sunday was celebrated on Sunday, 28 March.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke celebrated
Palm Sunday Mass at Holy Family,
Turffontein.
Pic by Alexis Callea
Bishop Duncan Tsoke pictured with Holy Family parish priest, Fr Sikhosiphi
Mgoza and Knights of Da Gama.
Pic by Alexis Callea
Mass at St John Bosco
Robertsham. Holy Mass by
Fr Robert Gore SDB, Rector
of the Salesians.

St John Bosco, Robertsham from the
altar.

Pics by Sheldon Reddiar

Left:

Chrism Mass
The Chrism Mass was celebrated on Thursday, 1 April at the Cathedral.
It was well-attended within Covid-19 restrictions.
The day is the anniversary of the day Christ conferred the priesthood
on the apostles. It is therefore considered a celebration of priests.
The oils for the sick, catechumens and Holy Chrism were blessed.

Pics Tim Bernard

AD news
We celebrate with our priests and deacons
The following priests and deacons celebrate their
birthdays and anniversaries of their ordination.
Bishop Duncan Tsoke also celebrates
his birthday in April… Pray for all of them!
Ordinations
Fr Thomas Devoy
Fr Thabo Mothiba
Fr Tony Daniels
Fr Benen Fahy
Fr Gabriel Kwedho
Fr Sean Murphy
Fr Tlaile Lingoane
Rev Gregory Garnie
Rev David Lavers
Rev Isaac Thomas
Rev Douglas Boake
Rev Robert Bothma
Rev William Davies
Rev Victor Ho
Rev Ronald Peters
Rev Abednigo Thokoane
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Birthdays in April

06-04-69
11-04-15
19-04-97
24-04-60
28-04-12
29-04-73
11-04-15
02-04-05
27-04-85
27-04-85
30-04-11
30-04-11
30-04-11
30-04-11
30-04-11
30-04-11
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1st
4th
6th
11th
14th
15th
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
29th
30th

Fr Phuti Makgabo
Rev John Rahme
Fr Mareko Marciniak
Rev Israel Maoyi
Fr David Evans
Rev Kevin Fenn
Fr Brian Connolly
Bishop Duncan Tsoke
Fr Uzochukwu Ohanele
Fr Samuel Kitonga
Fr Jorge Guerra
Fr Nobert Munekani
Rev Antony Bishop
Fr David Barnard
Fr Joseph Leathem
Fr Vincent Hoang
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