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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and Fr Sekabata Solomon Mphela OFM recently 
received their Covid vaccination jabs at the Sebokeng Hospital.

See page 4.

After being addicted to drugs 
for eight years, Nhlanhla 
Njabulo Mkhwanazi (28) 

has turned his life around and 
believes that perhaps there had to 
be a profound reason for the 
struggle.

Nhlanhla said his parents strove 
to give him the best they could. 
He attended Catholic schools. 
When he was only a child, being 
fanatic about soccer, he was able 
to go into sportswear retail stores 
with his father and emerge kitted 
out in his favourite international 
soccer club gear. 

“Growing up, I wasn’t really 
mischievous. Soccer was my first 
love. I also enjoyed going to Mass 
at St Joseph, Meadowlands with 
my maternal grandmother. As I 
teenager, I served on the altar and 
joined the youth choir.” 

When he was in grade 10, a 
school mate introduced him to 
drugs. Although he was never 
intrigued by weed, seeing people 
snorting cocaine lines on tele-
vision fascinated him. 

He confessed that the feeling 
was “nice” and he developed a 
liking to it. The friend had an 
uncle who was a dealer and so 
supply was not a problem. 

Nhlanhla’s parents and teachers 
didn’t detect anything. In fact, the 
only time he was ever in trouble at 
school was when he and a bunch 
of boys were caught drinking 
alcohol during break time. 

Eventually, cocaine made him 
rebellious. That is when he 
decided to move to his paternal 
grandmother’s house where there 
was too much freedom and easy 
access to alcohol. 

Although he was not passionate 
about accounting, he studied it at 
the University of Johannesburg 
after matric.

The high school friend resur-
faced again with a big bag of 

crystal meth which they shared. 
“I was still in control. However, 

drugs were distracting me from 
my studies and also with a part-
time post at a retail store. I failed, 
and decided to quit university.”

His dosage now increased from 
one to five bags per day as he was 
chasing the same high he experi-
enced the first time. 

He excelled while he was 
employed by City of Joburg and 
within three months was promoted 
and given his own office. 

“Since I was working in the 
CBD, drugs were easily accessible 
and so I started selling as well. 

“It didn’t take long for me to be 
dismissed from work as I was no 
longer delivering”, he recalled. 

Together with his uncle, who 
eventually took the business from 
him after introducing him to the 
supplier, they sold drugs.

To feed his habit, he sold all the 
appliances he had bought whilst 
working – including the TV,  
play-station and laptop. He also 
stole from tenants in the backyard. 
His grandmother eventually 
kicked him out. 

Some of the effects of drugs 
were an elevated heart rate, 
increased alertness, insomnia, 
malnutrition and weight loss. He 
had seen his father cry over his 
deteriorating state but that did not 
move him. 

From addiction to hero

Continued on page 6.

Nhlanhla Njabulo Mkhwanazi

On Saturday, 15 May, the 
Youth Department, in 
conjunction with the 

synod committee, held a work-
shop for the youth in the Arch-
diocese as a follow-up on the post 
synod on youth last year.

The day began with an opening 
prayer led by the Vicar for Youth, 

Young people want to 
be heard and included 
in Church life

Fr Abel Maluleka.
Attendees included 120 young people and synod 

champions from the eight deaneries and many 
more joined live on ADNews Facebook page.

The first talk was delivered by Dillon Naicker 
“Just Youth”, during which he challenged the  
young people to work for justice within their 
community and the church. He also encouraged 
them to seek and pray for peace within themselves, 
family, church and the society at large. 

Fr Michael Bennett SPS on “Youth Alive” 
encouraged the youth of the Archdiocese to be  
alive in Christ by being close to Him in prayer  
and to always seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
He reminded them that Jesus is ever young and  
that they are the NOW of God.

There were group discussions and feedback  
which included:
• The need for inclusion of young people in all 

spheres of the church’s life; 
• To be appreciated for work done no matter how 

insignificant it might be, such as their creativity 
and vision for the future.

• To be visible as they meet regularly and support 
each other; and speak of their experiences and  
be heard. 

Little Eden celebrated many 
milestones during May including 

Mother’s Day, the opening of a new 
residential wing called Mary’s Mill, 
the celebration of the home’s 54th 
birthday and the birthday of one 
the founders, Domitilla Hyams.

This comes a month after the 
Opening Session for the Inquiry for 
the Cause for Sainthood of the 
Servants of God,  Domitilla and 
Daniel Hyams which is now under-
way.

The opening was celebrated with 
a Mass led by Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale for to take the Cause  
forward.

Nichollette Zulu, Business Development 
Manager: Little Eden

Pretoria Archbishop 
Dabula Mpako blessing 
the new 26-room resi-
dential wing called 
Mary’s Mill.

May celebrations 
at Little Eden

Staff and residents at both 
homes in Edenvale and 
Bapsfontein celebrated  
Mother’s Day.
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Make use of 
our Archdiocesan 

website
Looking for church contact  

information about the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg, events 

and organisations?  
We have a comprehensive list of 
parishes, priests, schools, homes, 

creches, shelters, sodalities  
and secular orders. 

All are welcome to submit 
upcoming events and news 

for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za

www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: JUNE

ORDER OF CARMELITES 
DISCALCED SECULAR

(OCDS)

Are you drawn to the lives 
and writings of

St Therese de Lisieux ocd - 
The Little Flower,

St Teresa of Avila ocd and 
St John of the Cross ocd?

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’ in 
the centre of the World?

‘Love comprises ALL 
VOCATIONS…!’ 

(St Therese de Lisieux)

As a lay person - married or 
single - are you being called 
to a deeper life in Christ by 

entering The Order of  
Carmelites Discalced –  

Secular (ocds).

COME AND SEE!
Telephone: 

Bridget McIntosh-Hodge 
on 083 703 2301

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Pope’s Intentions: June
The beauty of marriage

Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with 

the support of a Christian community: may they grow in love, 

with generosity, faithfulness and patience.

PREGNANCY 
CRISIS LINE

Pregnant? 
Need help?

Call 061 925-1987

3rd Blessed Sacrament, Malvern (1935)
  St Charles Lwanga, Orange Farm (1997)
5th  St Bonifatius, German community in Randburg (1979)
8th  Sacred Heart, Katlehong (1956) and Palm Ridge (2006)
13th  St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West (2000); Randfontein (1911); 
 Coronationville (1941), Crown Mines (1944)
24th  St John, Northriding (1979)
27th  Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Vereeniging (1929/1979)
29th  St Paul, Eden Park (1979)

Kholofelo Ya Josefa 
Community Care Centre

A home-based and orphanage 
project of St Hubert, Alexandra

WANTED – VOLUNTEERS:
• Care givers
• Fundraisers
• Treasurer
• Board of trustees

For more information, contact 
Poshela Kekana (076) 062 7499

Funds are still being raised 
by various fund-raising 
committees.

The target is R25 million.  
To date R21 239 638 has 
been raised.

available at the Chancery
Shrine merchandise

Golf-shirt and Sporty hat/ cap R250
T-shirt and Sporty hat/ cap R200
Cap – R100
Sporty hat – R100
T-shirt – R120

Buy your Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise 
at the office.

Contact Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400

NEW! SACRIFICIUM 
               MERCHANDISE

Drymac:  R400
Drymac winter warmer:  R420
Candle:  R100
Mug:  R100
Beanie/woollen hat:  R  70
T-shirt:  R100
Golf shirt:  R250
Blanket:  R300
Cape/poncho:  R400
Denim jacket:  R550

Cap:  R100
Hat/Sporty  R100
Kids golf shirt:  R180
Shrine logo embroidered 

on your own denim 
jacket:  R250

Buffs:  R  70
Face masks  R  50

Friends of the Shrine meeting
Friends of the Shrine held a meeting at the Mother of  
Mercy Shrine in Magaliesburg on Saturday, 8 May. This  
was followed by Mass led by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
OMI. He was assisted by the rector, Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde.

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and sur-

vival of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/ 

bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

BOOKING OF THE CATHEDRAL 
HALL
BIG HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R8500
SMALL HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R6500
USE OF THE KITCHEN: extra R1500
MEETINGS: R500 per meeting 
(1-3hrs). 

To book, call receptionist, Sibusiso 
during office hours

Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Tel: 010 443 6725/4092

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING 
Mass times: Tuesday - Thursday
6:30am / 7:30am / 5:30pm

Friday: Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament
6:30 am – 6:00 pm
The Exposition will conclude with 
Benediction. 
Saturday – 5:30pm
Sunday – 7:00am / 9:30am

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament with Benediction 
Every Friday: 6:30am to 6:00pm  
(in church)
Every First Sunday of Every Month: 
During Mass, before the Final 
Blessing. 

Chapel of the Perpetual Adoration 
Tuesday - Sunday 6:30am – 7:00pm
The Fatima chapel will act as the 
Adoration chapel where the Most 
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed 

Liturgy Coordinator 
Workshop

Saturday, 29 May
10h00 – 14h00

Christ the King Cathedral Hall 

For more information contact 
Annastacia Mphuthi, 
Liturgy Department

all the time (24-7/round-the-clock).
People are strongly urged to visit 

and pray before the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

After each Mass, the Cathedral 
church will be closed; people are 
encouraged to use the Adoration 
Chapel for prayer. 

Confessions
Tuesday – Sunday: Thirty minutes 
before every Mass
Saturday: 8:00am – 10:00am

Fr Michael Seheri, Administrator

CATHEDRAL OF 
CHRIST THE KING 
(Johannesburg)

The annual Archdiocesan 
Financial Report Back  
which normally takes place  
during the first week of June 
will, unfortunately, not take 
place this year.
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 

 

 

What is today’s 
reading?

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

solemnities, and by structuring the 
lectionary according to a three-
year cycle for Sundays and a two-
year cycle for weekdays. It is esti-
mated that the percentage of the 
Old Testament read at Mass grew 
from 1% to 13.5% and that of the 
New Testament from 16.5% to 
71.5%. The additional readings 
bring greater variety, allowing the 
homilist to preach from several 
angles. Complimentary readings 
bring out the depth of theology, 
helping us better appreciate our 
faith.

How are readings chosen for  
weddings and funerals?

There are special sections towards 
the back of the lectionary, each 
with a whole series of readings for 
each of the ritual Masses. Priests, 
deacons and liturgy committees 
should become familiar with these 
and use them properly. Those pre-
paring for a confirmation, wed-
ding, funeral or other liturgy 
should be helped to select read-
ings that are meaningful to the 
particular group, couple or family. 
We impoverish ourselves if we 
always take exactly the same read-
ings every time. However, judging 
by the dirty fingerprints in many 
parish lectionaries, it is clear that 
some pages are being used all the 
time while others have never been 
opened! 

Where do the additional seven 
books of the Old Testament come 
from which are sometimes read 
during Mass?

Most Protestants accept only  
39 Old Testament books, while 
Catholic and Orthodox Christians 
have 46, and we order them dif-
ferently. This is a very complex 
debate, but it is based on the fact 
that the early Christians used the 
Greek version of the Jewish scrip-
tures which included some writ-
ings that were composed in Greek, 
not Hebrew. Martin Luther reject-
ed these, just as he rejected 
Hebrews, James, Jude and 
Revelation: books that his follow-
ers would not give up. Many of 
the bibles printed in South Africa 
give the Protestant layout of the 
Old Testament, omitting the deu-
terocanonical books. This means 
that if you are preparing for 
Sunday Mass using your Catholic 
calendar and Protestant bible, you 
will sometimes be frustrated look-
ing for Ecclesiasticus, or certain 
verses from Daniel.

A young person has sent me 
some very interesting 
questions about the way in 

which we use the Word of God in 
our liturgy. 

When and how were the Scripture 
readings used at Mass chosen and 
categorised?

We can identity three stages in the 
process of selecting which read-
ings are proclaimed at Mass.
[1] The early Christian communi-
ties read whatever scrolls they had 
access to, even before all the 
Gospels had been written. The 
Psalms and the Prophets were 
much loved by the first Christians. 
Writing in around 155 AD, St. 
Justin tells us that during the 
Eucharist, “the memoirs of the 
apostles and the writings of the 
prophets are read, as much as time 
permits.”
[2] The contents of the New 
Testament were agreed upon and 
compiled in the late fourth centu-
ry. From that time onwards, our 
readings have been taken from the 
73 Old and New Testament books 
regarded as divinely inspired. 
[3] In later years, lectionaries 
were made. The lectionary is the 
large book which contains all the 
readings for the liturgy. 
Lectionaries existed as early as the 
fifth century, though they really 
came into their own from the 
ninth century onwards. The main 
advantage of a lectionary is that 
extracts from the Bible of man-
ageable size and relevant themes 
can be chosen in advance and 
accessed with ease. The major 
drawback of a lectionary is that 
large parts of the Bible may not 
get proclaimed at all unless the 
compilers devise a careful 
scheme.

The most recent major revision 
of the lectionary was done in the 
1960s when scholars studied some 
two dozen lectionaries from vari-
ous ancient and modern rites 
before selecting suitable scripture 
passages. The result has been so 
highly regarded that it has been 
adopted by several other denomi-
nations overseas so that today 
large numbers of Christians, irre-
spective of church allegiance, 
study the same texts Sunday by 
Sunday. 

What is the reason for having one 
reading before the Gospel during 
the week, but two readings on 
Sundays and solemnities?

In 1963, the Second Vatican 
Council stipulated that “the treas-
ures of the Bible are to be opened 
up more lavishly, so that a richer 
share in God’s word may be pro-
vided for the faithful”. 
(Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy # 51). This instruction was 
carried out by introducing an addi-
tional reading on Sundays and 

Marriage & Family Life 
Committee

Above: Toni Rowland

Left: Claudine Riberio

Above:  Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi 

Mbali Ndabeni Left: Mbali Ndabeni

The team of the Department of Pastoral Care for Migrants 
and Refugees pray with parishioners of Sacred Heart  
Parish, Katlehong.

Hello from the MFLO!With thanks and praise to God, 
we announce the opening of 

the new Marriage & Family Life 
Office (MFLO) here in our own 
Catholic Archdiocese of Johan-
nesburg. And, as God would 
have it, we begin this great 
mission right in the midst of  
the “Amoris Laetitia Family”  
Year, instituted by Pope Francis, 
which started on the 19 March 
and ends on the 26 June 2022. 
We see this as a beautiful 
affirmation and, above that,  
an opportunity to exhort and 
inspire Catholic families of 
diverse contexts to (re)discover 
the beauty of being persons  
in families, in the very image  
and likeness of God the Trinity, 
that is, God the Family. We are 
made in, through and for family, 
simply because our ultimate 
meaning and purpose is love.  
It is accurate to say that family  
is everything, because love is 
everything. We, therefore, have  
a vital, immense and exciting 
mission ahead.

The launch of this mission is 
rooted in ‘Synod 2019’ and its 
resolutions around marriage and 
family life. The synod panel of 
experts recognised the need for a 
functional office and, together with 
new members, now form our 
Marriage & Family Life Committee 
(MFLC) serving together with the 
MFLO to transform the family of the 
home, of the church and of God 
here in Johannesburg, and beyond.

As the office and committee lay 
foundations, we acknowledge that 
some parishes have strong family 
ministry movements in place; some 
have none, and others have been 
stumbling over the Covid-19 
dynamics. Indeed, the Corona 
phenomenon exposed many 

weaknesses in 
the church from 
top to bottom, 
and placed the 
‘church of the 
home’ also 
known as ‘domestic church’ in a 
fresh spotlight. Regardless of the 
state of your parish and/or home in 
matters of marriage and family 
support and enrichment, refresh 
your minds and hearts, and resolve 
to build and rebuild with us the 
family and families of God here in 
the Archdiocese. That said, please 
do visit the official website for the 
“Amoris Laetitia Family” Year (http://
www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laity 
familylife/en/amoris-laetitia.html). 

This exciting and comprehensive 
site holds substantial potential to 
inspire us all as we commit and 
recommit ourselves to this vital 
mission. Keep open your eyes and 
ears for our own upcoming events 
and developments. 

Don’t forget to follow us on 
Facebook @mflojhb. and subscribe 
to our YouTube channel (MFLO 
JOZI). Challenging yet exciting work 
awaits us, and we kindly ask you to 
pray, pray and pray. Thereafter, 
spread the news, watch this space, 
get ready – and pray more. We look 
forward to serving with you.

God is Love. God is Family.
Dillon J. Naicker

Marriage and Family Life Office

Update from the 
Department of Pastoral 
Care for Migrants 
and Refugees

The Department of Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees and Bienvenu Shelter continued to support 
families in their outreach programme during March and 
April. The two sister organisations directly assisted 1 175 
families with food parcels. This translates to indirectly 
serving 4 696 persons. 

The first students of English class of this year gradu-
ated last month. After their graduation, students 
resumed their classes to a higher level. A group of 12 
adults are now attending our literacy programme every 
Tuesday and Thursday in the afternoon.  

Above: Marriage & Family 
Life Office – Dillon Naicker 
and Fr Patrick Dladla

In addition, the department also took part in 
graduation ceremonies of the women it sent to the 
Mother Assunta Training Centre for baking and 
cosmetology classes. The graduation for the sewing 
group will follow soon. 

Throughout April and the beginning of May, the 
department visited some parishes within the Arch-
diocese (Sacred Heart, Katlehong, St Rosa of Lima, 
Botleng and Holy Spirit, Dobsonville) to revive the 
ministry of pastoral care for migrants and refugees in 
these parishes.

Women graduate in baking with Srs Marivane, the Director 
of Bienvenu Shelter and Marizete, HOD of Pastoral Care for 
Migrants and Refugees.

Sr Marivane, the  
Director  of Bienvenu Shelter and  

Sr Marizete, HOD of Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees with graduates’ women in Cosmetology.

Fr Jean-Marie, Episcopal Vicar for Migrants and Refugees 
and Sr Marizete encouraging English students’ level 1 in 
their journey of learning English.

Fr Xavier Barongo, Priest-in-Charge of Holy Spirit, Dobson-
ville pictured with Sr Marizete thanking parishioners.
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Bienvenu Shelter
Females are Empowering (NPO) 
visited and donated snacks and  
toiletries to very grateful residents 
of Bienvenu Shelter, Bertrams. 

The new executive committee  
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Sodality of Regina Mundi, Moro-
ka. From left: Mirriam Kubheka 
- Vice Secretary, Agnes Dumako 
- additional member, Sibongile 
Khumalo - Chairperson. Bene-
dicta Monareng - additional 
member, Susan Manyoni - Sec-
retary and Andrinah Maphoto 
- Vice Chairperson. Not in the 
picture is Elizabeth Letsaba - 
treasurer. 

Lerato Mohone

Thirty-three candidates were  
confirmed by Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale OMI on Sunday, 9 May 
in Nyolohelo, Sebokeng, Zone 12.  

Archbishop Buti was assisted 
by parish priest, Fr Solomon 
Mphela OFM.

As the world enters the 
fourth industrial revolu-
tion of artificial intelli-

gence, robotics and the internet of 
things, the manner in which 
organisations, government, busi-
nesses and society overall func-
tions is being redefined. Whilst 
this has its perks, there are also 
disadvantages such as cyber-
crimes which a lot of institutions 
and young people fall victim to. 

In light of this, the Justice and 
Peace Department, in collabora-
tion with the Gauteng Department 
of Finance and e-Governance 
conducted a workshop on how 
young people can protect 
themselves against cyber-attacks. 
It was held at the Cathedral 
which saw young people, women 
and people with disabilities from 
various deaneries participating. 

Topics covered included:

Justice and Peace 
bringing solutions 

faced by 
communities

Episcopal vicar of Justice and 
Peace, Fr Sefako Santawana 
with some of the information 

communication technology 
skills development workshop 

participants.

• Identity fraud
• How to protect data on the 

Internet and social media 
platforms 

• The importance of changing 
passwords 

• E-mail spoofing
• Modern ways of compiling a 

CV; and
• Careers in the information 

communication Technology 
sector.
Skills imparted will help them 

make informed decisions. It is 
thus important that they know how 
to safeguard their personal 
information on various digital 
platforms.

Episcopal vicar of Justice and 
Peace, Fr Sefako Santawana said 
he was proud to be part of 
progressive young people. He said 
he regarded them as activators 
brimming with energy and 

creative ideas to take Justice and 
Peace forward. The future is 
bright and we need to explore 
innovative ideas to respond to the 
social ills guided by the Catholic 
Social Teaching, he said.

African Ambition Consulting 
facilitated the workshop and 
participants were issued with 
certificate of attendance by Fr 
Sefako.

Justice and Peace interim 
committee member, Tshepo 
Ratshomo, presented the 
upcoming programme scheduled 
for June which will focus on 
entrepreneurship.

 The Department of 
E-governance will address issues 
such as tendering process and 
compliance for companies that 
plan to do business with 
government.

Lerato Mohone

New executive committee

Sacrament of Confirmation

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
arrives at the Sebokeng 
Hospital.

Fr Sekabata Mphela receives 
his Covid innoculation.

Receiving their jabs

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
received his vaccination at 

the Sebokeng Hospital.
With him is Fr Sekabata 

Solomon Mphela OFM, the dean 
of the Vaal, who also got his at the 
same place. Priests also consid-
ered to be frontline community 
health workers and counsellors. 
They are encouraging everyone 
to receive the vaccination, saying 
prevention is better than cure. 

The two parishes, Nyolohelo 
and Emmanuel in Sebokeng, 
which Fr Sekabata leads, are 

among centres where community 
members can receive their vaccina-
tions. At least 87% of the clergy in 
the deanery have been vaccinated. 
These two parishes also opened 
their doors for Covid-19 facilita-
tors’ workshop and tests. Justice and 
Peace members undertook the role 
of registering people of Sebokeng 
especially those who do not have 
resources to register themselves.
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focussed on how WUCWO can 
help make a world where all 
women and girls can shine.

The event was punctuated by 
motivational talks by Christine 
Mothubedi of Holy Rosary in 

Winnie Vilakazi delivers 
words of encouragement.

On Sunday, 16 May, the 
community of Regina 
Mundi, Moroka observed 

two important occasions, the 
Ascension of the Lord and World 
Union of Catholic Women’s 
Organisation (WUCWO) Day. 
Mass was led by parish priest,  
  Fr Andries Kimane OMI.

The organisation is a body 
representing eight million Catholic 
sisters at important world bodies 
and at the Vatican. It is the only 
public international association of 

St Pius X, Mofolo women gathered on Saturday, 15 May gathered for 
the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisation celebration.

Zandile Ngubeni

WUC WO CELEBR ATIONS

Celebration of World 
Union of Catholic Women’s 

Organisation Day Above: Coordinator, Fikile  
Mlotshwa explains WUCWO’s 
objectives and the ills plaguing our 
community especially, the scourge 
of gender-based violence.

Left: Members of the Catholic 
Women’s League.

Prayers of the faithful from left:  
Mmabatho Xaba – Youth; Gugu 
Mbatha – non sodality; Sibongile 
Khumalo –Sacred Heart of Jesus 
sodality assisted by altar server, 
Bonokuhle Mtshali.the faithful made up of women 

and provides a platform to unite 
efforts to pray, educate, advocate, 
and act for fellow sisters around 
the world who suffer from preju-    
dice and violence. WUCWO Day 
takes place annually with this 
year’s intentions being: “Let us 
eliminate discrimination and 
violence against women.”

The faithful were invited to 
contemplate the anguish of 
women suffering, especially at the 
hands of their partners. Bringing it 

closer to home are the examples  
of Tshegofatso Pule, who was 
murdered and left to hang on a 
tree and the recent killing of 
Noxolo Radebe.  

During the prayers of faithful, 
an intergenerational group of 
women representing various 
groupings in the Church led the 
community to petition for strength 
and courage to face and combat 
this evil.                  Lerato Mohone

… Mofolo

… Katlehong

The St Anne’s Sodality of 
the East Rand Region host-
ed the World Union of 

Catholic Women’s Organisation 
(WUCWO) Day with a Mass at 
Sacred Heart, Nhlapho section in 
Katlehong on Thursday, 13 May.

The WUCWO Day, whose 
year 2021 theme is: ‘We are 
Called to Shine’, was established 
in Europe in 1913 and is celebrat-
ed annually the world over on 
May 13. 

Parish priest, Fr Jean-Lambert 
Nzaji Kalala OMI told the faith-
ful, in his homily, that “the seed of 
the sodality that you have planted 
must grow in you, in the Church 
and in the society. There will be 
problems, don’t despair, God is 
always with you”.

The consecration of St Anne 
was observed after the medals and 
candles by Fr Kalala were blessed.

The Archdiocesan president of 
the sodality, Yvonne Skosana, 
explained the purpose and aims 
of the celebration. The pro-
gramme was prepared and made 
available by North America.

Heart breaking testimonies by 
some young people from abroad 
who were victims of abuse, some 
of whom were on the brink of 
committing suicide, were read. 
They attributed their survival to 
the grace of God and said they 
were happy to live to tell their 
stories. They were grateful to the 
generous support they received 
from the Catholic charities.

Activities that followed after 
the scripture readings included: 
reflection, a hymn for United 
Nations (UN) women, meditation, 
petition prayers and a prayer to 
Mary, queen of peace and patron-
ess of WUCWO. The reflection 

Phiri, East Rand Region president 
Constance Magubane of St 
Albert’s in Vosloorus, Archdio-
cesan president of the sodality 
Yvonne Skosana of St Albert’s in 
Vosloorus and former president of 
the East Rand Region, Winnie 

Vilakazi from the host parish.
The St Anne’s sodality, togeth-

er with Kemolo and Catholic 
Women’s Association sodalities 
donated an assortment of vegeta-
bles for distribution to needy 
parishioners.        Abel Dlamini

St Anne’s Sodality 
celebrations

Fr Jean-Lambert 
Nzaji Kalala OMI 
blesses Mary’s medals 
before distribution.

The priest distributes 
the blessed medals to 

the congregation.
Members with lit  

candles do a conse-
cration to Saint Anne.

Christine  
Mothubedi motivates the congregation.

Fr Kalala blesses the donations 
from the generous sodalities.

Yvonne Skosana leads the faithful 
with prayers.

Prayers of the faithful from left: Mmabatho Xaba – Youth; Gugu Mbatha – 
non sodality; Sibongile Khumalo –Sacred Heart of Jesus sodality assisted by 
altar server, Bonokuhle Mtshali.
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His parents had spent over  
R60 000 committing him to rehab-
ilitation centres. “Because I wasn’t 
ready I would run away,” he 
admitted.

Over the years, the drugs no 
longer had the desired effect and 
he became tired of the kind of life 
he was leading. 

After committing a petty crime, 
he had a vision of himself at the 
Johannesburg Correctional Centre 
“Sun City” Maximum Prison. 

His aunt implored him to stop, 
if not for any other person, for 
himself.

“I wept and that is the day I 
stopped using. I ended up going to 
a Muslim rehabilitation centre in a 
remote area near Durban where I 
spent eight months. “When it was 
their prayer time, I would join 
them but would recite my Rosary 
which transported me to a 
different, serene world. 

“We worked closely with the 
Dennis Hurley Centre which is 
attached to the Emmanuel Cathe-
dral in Durban and, through their 
feeding scheme, I was able to run 

programmes for homeless drug 
users and that is where the seed 
to help others was planted,” 
Nhlanhla shared.

In 2019, together with his 
parents and committed indivi-
duals, he founded the Ithemba 
Recovery Foundation which has a 
success rate of 90%. 

They are based in Orlando East 
and Newcastle. 

He is proud to say at least  
20 people are still clean after 
attending their programme which 
incorporates spirituality, life skills 
such as candle-making, among 
other things. They are currently 
busy with St Joseph, Meadow-
lands’ First Holy Communion 
candles. 

The Foundation has also been 
distributing food parcels and, 
through its soup kitchen, feeds 
many of the less-fortunate.

Some drugs affected his 
reproductive organs and thus 
having a two-year-old son 
Lindokuhle, has been one of his 
biggest blessings, said Nhlanhla.

People/organisations willing to 
donate food and money which is 
tax exempt, can call Nhlanhla on 
064 488 5580

Lerato Mohone

Growing up in a household 
where there was quite a 
lot of aggression and rage, 

Abigail Teasdale’s view of the 
world was distorted from a young 
age. This made for a complicated 
life. Peace and love was what she 
longed for, she said, as she shared 
her story of suffering, courage, 
resilience, hope and deep faith 
with the community of Holy Cross, 
Zola on Sunday, 18 April.

“I did attend Mass, but did not 
have a relationship with God.
Because I was in pursuit of some- 
thing that would make me feel 
better in my early teens, I gravi-
tated towards people who did not 
lead clean lives. I bunked school, 
ran away from home, started 
drinking and was eventually drawn 
to a dark, murky world of drugs,” 
she said.

Abigail said drugs took away 
the feeling that nobody loved 
her. Initially, she used drugs 
recreationally, but by the age of 
18, was a hard-core addict who 
had overdosed and seen others 
overdose.

Life meant nothing to her at the 
time. However, when she found 
out she was pregnant, the new life 

inside her meant more than her 
own, and so she tried to quit. 

“Drugs make you feel good 
momentarily. When the high wears 
off, you are faced with the harsh 
reality that you could have spent 
the money on something useful. 
Instead, I could have had a good 
rest by sleeping,” she explained.

After seeing a crucifix, the 
words: “I have died for your sins 
rang in her mind”.

She realised how she was 
inflicting harm on herself. The 
impact was there, she added, but 
soon dissipated as “the devil will 
always find ways to blind you to 
the love that Christ has for us.”

She delivered a healthy baby. 
However, after two weeks, the 
baby needed a heart operation 
and suffered brain damage in the 
process. Abi blamed herself and 
stopped using shortly after this. 

“I had no strength, no power 
and so I relapsed. Sometimes I 
would be too drugged up, and 
looked at the young life I was 
caring for with hazy eyes. I was  
a broken person.”

It dawned on her that her 
baby loved her unconditionally 
and needed a sober mother. The 

damage had been so severe that her 
daughter was completely blind. 

“However, God has been great. 
My daughter now has partial vision 
and I believe that one day she will 
have full sight. She walks normally 
and talks non-stop. She is just the 
sweetest gift from God.

“Nonetheless, I was still looking 
for something to fill the void.”

She found solace in witchcraft, 
yoga, reiki – you name it, I have 
done it, she said. A friend asked 
her why, as a Catholic, she was 
participating in practices against 
the will of God.

“A journey of healing then 
started. I had lived for the devil 
in so many ways. I had to rebuke 
thoughts, deeds and drive out what 
was not of God from my mind and 
body.

“I started to understand that 
God loves me despite my flaws. I 
went to confession, adoration and 
started praying. I was delivered 
from sin. I still have to give my 
life to God every day. If Jesus can 
heal me from being a hopeless 
addict, He can deliver you from 
any addiction,” she concluded. 

Lerato Mohone

A relationship 
with Christ 
fills a void no 
man can

Fr Joachim Malunga 
flanked by Abigail Teasdale 
(left), Wayne Pale and PPC 

chairperson, Ntombifuthi 
Ndlovu in Roodepoort.

Nhlanhla has been going around 
schools and parishes, warning 
teenagers and parents about the 
dangers of drugs.

From addiction to hero – continued 
from page 1.

Part of the therapeutic programme 
for drug abusers - cleaning the 
church yard and gardening.

A grand gesture of love 
for religious sisters on 
Mother’s Day

Shortly after the launch of 
the Pastoral Plan of the 
Southern African Catholic 

Bishops’ Conference at Regina 
Mundi, Moroka, the pandemic 
hit our shores derailing a lot of 
plans. However, a group of 
women called Pastoral Mandate 
pondered how they could still be 
an “Evangelising Community 
serving God, Humanity and all 
Creation” as the pastoral plan 
calls on all of us to. They are: 
Lydia Mashaba, Priscilla 
Mothobuka, Lindiwe Baloyi, 
Susan Manyoni and Dominica 
Dladla.

On Mother’s Day, they treated 
religious sisters based in the 
Soweto Deanery to a delicious 
luncheon at the Congregation of 
the Companions of St Angela 
motherhouse in Power Park. A 
few elderly lay faithful were also 
invited to this special occasion. 

“The Church must serve 

humanity. By doing so it is not 
only fulfilling the missionary 
mandate of Christ, but that of the 
Pastoral Plan of the SACBC,” 
said parish priest of Regina 
Mundi, Fr Andries Taelo Kimane 
OMI.

He went on to say in the 
readings of the day Jesus 
commands us to love another. 
Thus, anyone who loves is of 
God and that was what the day 
was about. 

People shared how the Sisters’ 
live an active vocation of service 
which can be felt in education, 
catechesis, community 
development and tons of prayers, 
among other things. They also 
shared how some of the Sisters 
were detained several times 
because of their conviction to 
fight unjust laws of apartheid.

With humility and joy, the 
clergy donned aprons, dished up 
for the celebrants and waited on 
them.

Superior general of the 
Companions of St Angela and 
President of the Leadership 
Conference of Consecrated Life, 
Sr Nkhensani Shibambu gave a 
heartfelt speech: “My mother’s 
sense of trepidation when I told 
her God was calling me to 
religious life was that ‘nobody 
would take care of me’. If she 
were to see this I am certain 

she’d eat her words. 
“I look at some of the Sisters 

who are now frail. They spent 
their youth and passion contr-
ibuting to how we turned out,” 
she said.

She expressed her thankfulness 
to the organisers, the clergy and 
all who contributed in making the 
day a grand success. “What you 
have done for us is beyond our 

wildest imagination.”
As the afternoon wore on and 

winter’s sting started to bite, 
elderly Sisters used the blankets 
in their gift packs to ward off the 
cold. 

Lerato Mohone

Some of the religious sisters, 
clergy, guests and organisers.

Fr Andries Kimane OMI clearing the 
table for the second course.

Fr Anthony Obadina CMF as a 
“sommelier” of the day. 

The dean of Soweto, 
Fr Bafana Ndlovu 
OMI hands over a 
gift to Sr Ouma 
Ntoagae CSA.
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1st    Rev Kevin Kilroe
2nd   Fr Victor Kotze and
         Fr Solomon Mphela
5th Fr Boniface D’ Souza 
7th Fr Ernesto Zunguse 

Rev Alpheus John
10th Rev Aubrey Damster 

Fr Ernst Halbe
12th  Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza 
18th  Fr Kieran Birmingham 

Rev Ronald Peters
20th  Fr Thomas Devoy
22nd  Fr Victor Ngwenya
23rd Fr Radoslaw Szymoniak 

Fr John D’Souza
26th Rev Ronald Harvey 

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka 
Did’Ho

27th Rev Herman Wiechers
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Ordinations

The following clergy celebrate their birthdays and ordination 
anniversaries. Remember them in your prayers.

Birthdays in June

We celebrate with our priests and deacons

Fr Victor Kotze      28-06-59
Msgr Barney Mc Aleer 21-06-64
Fr Michael Murphy       09-06-73
Fr Kieran Birmingham 29-06-75 
Fr Laszlo Karpati           11-06-80
Fr Jeffrey Johnson        27-06-87
Fr Marian Kulig           16-06-88
Fr Karmelo Stric          04-06-89
Rev Ronald Harvey      27-06-93
Fr Taelo Kimane          05-06-04
Fr Philip Miller             17-06-06
Fr Andrew Knott           23-06-07
Fr Elijah Otu                21-06-08
Fr Francis Anyanzu     19-06-10
Fr Johnson Ugwu         23-06-12
Fr Sean McEwen          23-06-12
Fr Godwin Garuba        23-06-12
Fr Brian Mhlanga         29-06-13 
Fr Henri Denoukouia   28-06-14
Fr Ernesto Zunguze     21-06-15
Fr Nqobile Mzolo        30-06-18
    

On Saturday, 3 July 2021, Nkosinathi Mhlambi (Mndeni 
parish, Soweto), Vusi Nhlapo (Zola parish, Soweto), and 
Mlungisi Mabe (Kagiso II parish) will be ordained to the 
diaconate at the Cathedral. The Eucharistic celebration 
will commence at 10am.

Please pray for these sons of the Archdiocese so that 
they may become worthy transitional deacons.

For Catholic men only, 
who belong to the Archdiocese of Johannesburg:  

Do you have a calling to the Catholic priesthood? 

Kindly contact Fr Michael Seheri
on WhatsApp 076 889 3105

Pope Francis proclaimed  
this year as the “Year of  
St Joseph” from 8 Dec-

ember 2020 to 8 December 2021. 
This followed the publication 

of the apostolic letter Patris Corde 
(A Father’s Heart) which des-
cribes how Joseph loved Jesus. 
Pope Francis brings to light the 
image of St. Joseph as a working 
man, which follows Pope Pius XII 
naming of St Joseph as “Patron of 
Workers”. It is no secret that 
Joseph was a carpenter – this how 

he earned an honest living. It is 
from him that Jesus learned the 
value of work. Pope Francis 
rightly notes that: “Work is a 
means of participating in the 
work of salvation, an opportu-
nity to hasten the coming of the 
Kingdom, to develop our talents 
and abilities, and to put them at 
the  
service of society and fraternal 
communion” (Patris Corde, 6).

This statement affirms the pur-
pose of labour as a means 

New parish priest of Robertsham
On Divine Mercy Sunday,  
Fr Victor Ngwenya was  
installed as the parish priest  
of St John Bosco,  
Robertsham.
Pics: Sheldon Reddiar

towards self-development and 
towards building a truly human 
society. Labour therefore, is not 
punishment or toil, but a shared 
responsibility with the Creator. 
Through work, we become co-
creators with God. In St Joseph 
we contemplate the true meaning 
of human work. In society today 
work and labour has become a 
source of greed for those who 
control the means of production. 
Workers are being exploited 
daily as Karl Mark once noted 
“the capitalist uses labour-power 
for more than its exchange-value, 
thus creating ‘surplus value”. 
Simply put, the workers give 
more than what they receive as 
wages, or salaries. The surrender 
of one’s creative power (work) is 
exploitation. 

To deal away with the sin of 
greed, love of profit above 
human personnel, we need to go 
back to the biblical understand-
ing of work which reveals the 
intention of God with regards to 
human work. David Lyon once 
asserted that: “When work itself 
is seen as in the context of God’s 
work and purpose in the world it 
will become part of total human 
liberation”. Work does not liber-
ate the human person when it is 
seen as a means gaining profit – 
rather it liberates us when seen it 
as a means of “making life more 
human” (Laborem Exercens, 3).

The second Vatican council 
fathers rightly noted “remunera-
tion for labour is to be such that 
man may be furnished the means 
to cultivate worthily his own 
material, social, cultural and spir-
itual life and that of his depen-
dents” (Gaudium et Spes, 67). 
Through human labour we fulfil 
Gods command to subdue the 
Earth, therefore, becoming truly 
Gods “image and likeness”. In 
subduing the Earth, humans 
come to apply all their faculties, 

St Joseph the Worker –
“Value and dignity of work’’

which means work is not only 
physical, but also it has to do 
with the application of our cogni-
tive abilities. St Joseph, as a 
worker, opens our eyes to see that 
we are called to develop our-
selves according to God’s pur-
pose, and it is work which 
unlocks our potential. Work is 
communal it is not a means for 
self-interest solely, Joseph used to 
provide for the Holy Family of 
Nazareth. 

It is through the fruits his 
labour that Mary and Jesus sur-
vived. However, scripture tells us 
that Joseph was a “righteous 
man” (Mathew 1:19). This means 
that he was in a right relationship 
with God. This clearly demon-
strates his dependence on God 
providence. St. Joseph’s labour 
was simply a participation in the 
creative power of God. As a car-
penter, he taught Jesus the value 
and dignity of work. 

In the silent years of Jesus’ life 
in Nazareth, St Joseph taught 
Jesus to work the wood of trees, 
not knowing that he was ultimate-
ly preparing him to carry the ulti-
mate wood of the Cross, in which 
Christ accomplishes the redemp-
tive work of human salvation. 
Work, whether spiritual or physi-
cal, when performed as utilisation 
of God- given talents and abilities 
connects us to our Creator and 
Saviour, whence in their wisdom 
the monastic Fathers coined the 
phrase Ora et Labora (Work and 
Pray). With this we come to 
realise that it is not work which 
gives human dignity, but it is 
humans who give work dignity.   

Fr Boshom Mpetsheni 
Episcopal vicar: Liturgy 

On the feast of St Joseph, the parish of St Josephine Bakhita, Zandspruit 
Honeydew celebrated the day. Parish priest, Fr Emmanuel Wafula, was the 
main celebrant for the day.

Parishioners also celebrated that they have a place where they can  
worship God and look  
forward to building 
their own church, after 
the Archdiocese  
purchased a piece of 
land.  The fundraising 
committee, which  
will be assisting to 
raise money, was  
introduced. 

New church for the Archdiocese

VOCATIONS OFFICE
Johannesburg Catholic Archdiocese

Br Nkosinathi MhlambiBr Vusi Nhlapo

Br Mlungisi Mabe

From left: John Longwe, Charity Ndou, William Billima, Fr Emmanual Wafula, 
John Cato, Julius Mbokua and Vicky Makhathini.
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On Saturday morning, 15 May, 
children of St Dominic’s, Boks-
burg gathered in the Church to 
learn from Deacon Greg Garnie 
about Our Lady of Fatima. This 
took place during Holy Commu-
nion, confirmation and bridging 
classes.

On Sunday, 25 April, the 
youth of St Albert the 
Great, Vosloorus cele-

brated a youth Mass centred 
around the theme ‘anti-bullying’ 
due to the recent events which 
have been happening in schools 
around the country. In his homily, 
Fr Boshom Mpetsheni spoke about 
various forms of bullying includ-
ing physical, emotional, verbal 
and cyberbullying. In addition, he 
asked the youth thought-provoking 
questions related to the topic.

Youth member, Lerato Masekwa 
recited a poem titled ‘A Bully’s 
Suicide Note’ whilst another youth 
member, Nancy Mabaso sung 
Demi Lovato’s Flawless. 

A group of youth members 
carried placards with slogans such 
as “Say NO to bullying”. After 
Mass, youth members got an 
opportunity to choose a colour to 
paint on their hands which they 
placed on a banner. These sym-
bolise that the youth of St Albert 
the Great stand against bullying 
and will actively play a part in 
standing up for those who do get 
bullied.

The youth of Vosloorus 
stand against bullying

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
Tatenda Rusere represented Assumption Convent School at the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards camp in 
early May. The school thanked Rotary for the opportunity of participating.

Marinella Sousa, Marketing Manager

Boksburg 
parish 

celebrates 
Our Lady 
of Fatima

A new rosary that was don-
ated was blessed and venerated. 
The same rosary was used to 
enthrone the statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima.

As a group, the Joyful  
Mysteries of the Rosary was then 
recited.

Young people and their anti-bullying banner.

Carrying placards with messages of anti-bullying. 

CWL brings smiles with donations

The Catholic Women’s League at 
Holy Rosary, Phiri brought cheer 

to a number of schools in Soweto 
and some informal settlements.

They donated school books, 
school shoes and toys to children 
who are less fortunate.
Sweets brought huge 
smiles to the little ones.

Ndivha Mabirimisa, 
who is the president of 
the League in the parish, 
said all this was made  
possible by Benny Winder-
ley and the Church of the 
Resurrection in Bryanston.

Some of the beneficia-

ries were children at Mary Immacu-
late Queen Day Care, Elsie Ngidi 
and Megatong primary schools in 
Mapetla and some parts of Protea 
South. 

Ofentse Manyama

Tribute 
to Comrade 

Manana Teatea

It was with great sadness we 
learned of comrade Manana 
Teatea's passing on 19 March 

2021. Born on 1 September 1958, 
she achieved what many of us see as 
an insurmountable task.

We, as the Justice & Peace(J&P) 
Nyolohelo parish, the entire Vaal 
deanery and the Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg mourn and celebrate 
her extraordinary life of selflessness. 
We extend our condolences to her 
family and friends and thank them 
for allowing her to share her life  
with us. 

Who was comrade Manana Teatea 
in our midst?

She was a social activist, teacher, 

counsellor, mother, coordinator, train-
er, selfless leader and much more.

Her social activism led her to be 
involved in the following:
The Justice and Peace Mission where 
she devoted her life in:
• HIV matters - as convener with 

other fellow parishioners to form 
the HIV support group.

• Environment Justice Alliance - 
where she coordinated with J&P 
Vaal deanery members to get 
involved in environmental issues.

• SPRED - To encourage parents of 
children living with disabilities 
to get their children involved in 
church activities and not to leave 
them behind when attending Mass.

• Polokong – she played a piv-
otal role at Polokong Children's 
Centre, as a caregiver guiding 
and motivating children about 
the challenges of life and spiritual 
growth. Most essentially, she 
assisted some children to recon-
nect with their families. She had 

a deep love for children and what 
is best for them particularly in 
making better life decisions. She 
was also concerned about the 
high rate of pregnancy among 
young people and the rights 
given to them to have an abor-
tion. She always stressed that we 
should have more educational 
programmes in J&P in such topics 
so they, the youth, can make an 
informed decision.
Her love for young people 

ensured that the youth at Nyolo-
helo parish, through J&P, are not 
left behind. During her tenure as a 
Nyolohelo group leader, she always 
encouraged the youth to take a 
lead in confronting injustices at 
the Church and their communities. 
She encouraged the youth to bring 
changes by advocating Justice and 
Peace.

Our activist Manana had an 
undying spirit for J&P. It was not an 
effort for her to do her night shift at 
Polokong, attend Mass and join J&P 
meetings. She loved J&P deeply and 
was very connected to it.
IEC: She participated as an observer 
in many elections in our country.
Khulumani: She became a member 
during 1984 Vaal uprisings to assist 

families that suffered State brutality.
Book launch organiser: She assisted 
in organising Fr Patrick's book 
launch titled "Burning the Churches"
Thuthuzela Centre: She coordinated 
with the centre on gender-based 
violence (GBV) projects as it was rel-
evant to her involvement with the 
GBV helpdesk at Nyolohelo parish.
Campaigns: She involved herself 
in the campaign for child support 
grant; assisted Catholics and non- 
Catholics to obtain identity docu-
ments; organised legal practitioners 
to offer Catholics and non-Catholics 
pro bono services where they were 
assisted in the writing of their wills.

In doing justice to comrade Ma-
nana's memory, "We must not tire, 
we must not give up, we must per-
sist" - this is what one of our great 
female leaders, Professor Wangari 
Maathai, of Kenya taught us.

Let comrade Manana's legacy 
stand as an example to all of us to 
persist in pursuit of social and politi-
cal justice for our communities.

Hamba kahle Qabane Mbokodo. 
The baton is firmly in our hands. We 
dare not fail you.

Nomasonto Mahlangu
Nyolohelo Parish, Sebokeng.

'Our minds still talk to 
you, Our hearts still look 

for you but our souls 
know you are at peace.'


