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One of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale’s New Year messages for 2022 – to vaccinate.

Pic by Lerato Mohone

This is the message for the 
New Year from Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale:

I can’t stress enough the 
importance of vaccination espe-
cially in the light of new strains of 
Covid-19 emerging all over the 
world.

We have not reached the 70% 
vaccination rate set by govern-
ment. It is a shame that people are 
not taking this up especially now 
that the holidays are upon us here 
and people are going to be 
mingling with the family and 
friends.

I am also appealing to people to 
come back to Mass.

“The numbers of people 
allowed in are opening up. People 
have become lazy and no longer 
feel the obligation to attend, but 
the pandemic is no longer a valid 
excuse and watching it on TV is 
not the same.

We need good numbers in 
churches to renew our faith – faith 
means a lot to many including 
sharing their burdens. Everyone 
faces their demons and sharing 
these with other faith community 
members means a lot in easing 
these burdens. Sharing means 
being in the same boat and taking 
courage from one another which 
cannot be done on Facebook or 
social media.

A community worshipping 
together is psychologically 
soothing as opposed to being 
alone at home. People together 
can share the path of joy of life 
physically and psychologically, 
giving one another support.

The strongest way of renewing 
faith is to identify with other 
community members. In church, 

Vaccinate,
vaccinate,

vaccinate

members can confront Covid-19 
together, share the pain and 
overcome it together.

Migrants and refugees
These are my main concerns and 
have been for the past six years.

This is a worldwide problem 
which is experienced in every 
corner of the world, including 
Uganda, Mexico, Syria and 
Lebanon. We hear daily of people 
who die trying to cross borders 
into other countries for better 
lives.

This, in South Africa in the 
main, is caused by unemployment 
and unequal distribution of 
wealth which has been around for 
the past 20 years and has not 
been dealt with. It has caused 
xenophobia, yet nothing has 
really been done about these root 
causes.

What I am aiming for is to see 
is each diocese having its own 
computer and projector to 

establish a database to help these 
migrants and refugees apply for 
the papers online which can easily 
be done these days.

This will help alleviate delays, 
because once they have papers, 
they can start finding jobs and get 
access to other resources and 
avoid been exploited by those that 
pay them less knowing they are 
here illegally.

It will also help them to find 
access housing.

Online applications are easy and 
help avoid fraud. 

This issue of migrants and refu-
gees is so big that it overshadows 
justice and peace projects which 
tackle, amongst others, racism and 
unfair labour practices.

South Africans have taken to 
abusing refugees accusing them of 
taking jobs, yet these migrants are 
entrepreneurial and often start 
their own businesses. In almost 
every village in the country, one 
finds migrants who have started 
spaza shops, African medicinal 
shops and others. They have to 
fend for themselves as they are 
alone and vulnerable.

It is no use blaming them for 
this and for buying RDP houses – 
it is South Africans that assist 
them with this.

The Archdiocese is under the 
patroness of the Immaculate 

Conception of Our Lady. To cele-
brate this important feast, Fr Fusi 
Khumalo led the Mass for 
Chancery staff in the Mother of 
Mercy chapel.

In his homily, Fr Fusi spoke 
about the blemish-free conception 
of Mary in St Anne’s womb. 

 “The Immaculate Conception 
dogma asserts that Mary the 
mother of Jesus and was pre-
served free from the effects of the 
sin of Adam. Although we may 
not explicitly find a citation in the 
Bible that says that, implicitly, 
there are hints of her holiness;  
the first one being from the 
Gospel of today (Luke 1:26-38),” 
he explained.

Mary was full of grace all her 
life, not just at the Annunciation, 
but since the beginning of her life 
which tells us that her conception 
was immaculate. At that time, 
when you greeted someone with 
“Hail” this was followed imme-
diately by their title. “Full of 
grace” which was  Mary’s title 
from the angel that was sent by 

God, he explained 
He continued: “Another hint is 

that she carried Jesus in her 
womb for nine months and we 
call this to mind, especially 
during the season of Advent.

“One of the titles given to Mary 
is Ark of the Covenant. In the Old 
Testament, we learn that this was 
a chest made of wood to carry 
two stone tablets containing the 
commandments of God given to 
Moses.

“Thus, the Ark of the Covenant 
contained the Word of God and 
Mary contained the Word of God 
in her womb. Those who were 
called to move the Ark could not 
be sinners because it was con-
sidered to be holy as it carried 
God’s word.

“Jesus, the Word of God, 
became flesh and dwelt amongst 
us. God and sin are opposites. For 
God to dwell within us, Mary had 
to be sinless. Jesus came to us 
through Mary, and Mary ‘full of 
grace’ and ‘Ark of the Covenant’, 
can help us on our own way to 
Jesus,” he concluded. 

Lerato Mohone

Veronica Pieterson in attire 
bearing the image of Our 
Lady, proclaims the Second 
Reading.

Mass was said by  
Fr Fusi Khumalo.

Celebrating the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception

8
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Make use of our 
Archdiocesan website
Looking for contact information 
about the Archdiocese of Johan-

nesburg, events and organisations?  
We have a comprehensive list of 
parishes, priests, schools, homes, 
creches, shelters, sodalities and 

secular orders. 

Please submit upcoming events 
and news for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za 

www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: JANUARY

Pope’s Intentions: January
For the human fraternity

We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and 

persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which 

originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family.

PREGNANCY 
CRISIS LINE

Pregnant? 
Need help?

Call 061 925-1987

1st  Mary Mother of God, St Mary’s Hyde Park and all Marian parishes
17th Our Lady of Peace, Bophelong (2011); Kagiso II (1977);  
 Roodepoort (1905 and 1964)
24th  St Francis de Sales, Salesians
25th  Conversion of St Paul. Paulines, Tsakane (1968)
27th  St Angela, Dobsonville (1934 and 1961)
31st  St John Bosco, Robertsham (1957)

COMMUNITY NOTICES

BOOKING OF THE CATHEDRAL 
HALL
BIG HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R8500

SMALL HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R6500

USE OF THE KITCHEN: extra R1500

MEETINGS: R500 per meeting 
(1-3hrs). 

To book, call receptionist, Sibusiso 
during office hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: 010 443 6725/4092

Mass times: Tuesday - Thursday
6:30am / 7:30am / 5:30pm

Friday: Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament  6:30 am – 6:00 pm
The Exposition concludes with 
Benediction. 
Saturday – 5:30pm
Sunday – 7:00am / 9:30am

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament with Benediction 

Every Friday: 6:30am to 6:00pm  
(in church)
Every First Sunday of Every Month: 
During Mass, before the Final 
Blessing. 

Chapel of the Perpetual Adoration 
Tuesday - Sunday 6:30am – 7:00pm
The Fatima chapel will act as the 
Adoration chapel where the Most 
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed 
all the time (24-7/round-the-clock).

People are strongly urged to  
visit and pray before the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

After each Mass, the Cathedral 
church will be closed; people are 
encouraged to use the Adoration 
Chapel for prayer. 

Confessions
Tuesday – Sunday: Thirty minutes 
before every Mass
Saturday: 8:00am – 10:00am

Fr Michael Seheri, Administrator

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING

Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise 
is available at the Chancery.

Golf-shirts bearing the image of St Joseph retail for R300 each. 

R50 will be taken as a parish donation for each golf shirt sold.
Winter warmers are still available for R420 

and denim jackets for R550.
The Mother of Mercy Shrine sticker is selling for R15. 

Call Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400.

Merchandise in support 
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine

Nteboheng Tsotetsi (St Albert’s, Vosloorus), Veronica Mofokeng, Dickson 
Mofokeng, Nombulelo Sinuma (Regina Mundi, Moroka) and Busisiwe Ngele 
(Holy Trinity, Braamfontein).

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Sebokeng
Fr Kgaogelo B Ntsie with the 
ch8ildren who received their 
First Holy Communion on the 
Solemnity of Christ the King at 
St Benedict the Black, Zone 3 
Sebokeng. 

Cynthia Thoko Malinga

Zondi
Five young people received the Sacrament 
of First Holy Communion on the second 
Sunday of Advent at St Theresa, Zondi.

The sacrament was administered by par-
ish priest, Fr Joachim Malunga.

Nomaswazi Simelane

On Saturdays, 13 and 20 Novem-
ber, Grade 3 students from Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer received the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist for 
the first time. It was a special day 
for the students and parents.  “We 
congratulate this group of chil-
dren, may God bless them and 
their families. May they continue 
to keep the light of faith burning 
in their lives by going often to 
Jesus in Holy Communion,” said 
Lin Deira-Lopes, Foundation 
Phase Religion Teacher. 

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant

Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 

More lessons 
from Covid-19

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

appreciate, however, is that the 
proclaimers and the clergy are 
not allowed to remove the mask 
when announcing the Word of 
God.

Hearing and understanding the 
scripture readings at Mass is not 
easy at the best of times. At 
English Masses we have now 
been using the Revised Standard 
Version for ten years, but it is 
not the easiest to read aloud, and 
the meaning is not always clear 
at first hearing. Many people 
find the vernacular lectionaries 
equally difficult because they use 
an outdated idiom that is not 
heard in ordinary conversation. 
Added to this is the fact that, 
sadly, many of our proclaimers 
are insufficiently trained. Now, 
on top of all this, we are trying 
to hear what people are saying 
while their mouths are covered 
by three layers of cloth or paper. 
Priests and deacons are equally 
hampered when proclaiming the 
Gospel.

What can we learn from this? 
It must be safety first. Nothing 
we do should undermine the 
safety of the minister or the con-
gregation. Nevertheless, could 
not more be done so that God’s 
word is heard and comprehended 
better? If the minister is a good 
distance from the first bench, 
perhaps the mask could be 
removed for the reading. Maybe 
a Perspex screen could be placed 
in front of the lectern or ambo. If 
it is a question of hygiene, per-
haps the lectionary could be 
replaced by photocopies and the 
lectern and microphone could be 
sanitised each time a different 
person approaches.

Once again, although Covid-
19 has highlighted the problem, 
this is a long-standing complaint. 
The parishioners can’t always 
hear the proclaimers and the 
clergy or, if they can hear, they 
do not always understand. More 
training is needed, and this 
includes many of our priests!  
It is very easy to get into bad or 
sloppy habits, but it is not easy 
to tell a proclaimer, deacon or 
priest that they can improve. 
Like so much involving those 
who lead public worship, all 
need the humility to take advice, 
and more could be done to  
provide refresher courses for 
those who are granted this 
humility.

We are now well into 
our period of consul-
tation with people in 

different parts of society leading 
up to the Synod on synodality. A 
recent question about what needs 
to be done in order to improve 
the people’s involvement in the 
Sunday Eucharist threw up some 
interesting points based on our 
experiences during lockdown.

[1] The Ministry of 
     Hospitality

A woman writes about her new 
role on Sundays. She is one of 
those who takes people’s temper-
atures as they enter the church 
and gets them to write down 
their details in case they need to 
be alerted later. She says she  
has never been so involved and 
has never before interacted with 
her fellow parishioners to this 
extent. She admits she will miss 
this when the pandemic has 
passed.

What can we learn from this? 
How sad it is to hear that it has 
taken a pandemic to foster this 
interaction in the church porch! 
All this lady is doing is saying 
hello to people while she guides 
them through the necessary pro-
cedures. Perhaps she is especial-
ly good at putting others at ease, 
and they can tell she is smiling at 
them from behind her mask. Her 
presence helps them feel wel-
comed and their response helps 
her feel appreciated.

This is what the “ministry of 
hospitality” should be all about. 
There is more to this than being 
an usher: someone who gets late-
comers into the remaining seats 
and shakes the collection box at 
them later on! Unfortunately, we 
still have many ushers who lack 
“people skills”. A good usher 
greets people, perhaps handing 
them a hymnbook and the church 
newsletter. This becomes a min-
istry when it serves the needs of 
others, helping them to feel that 
they belong. A good usher gets 
to know the parishioners and so 
is able to spot and pay special 
attention to new comers and visi-
tors. He or she could introduce 
the new member to others after 
Mass – especially a member of 
the parish council. 

[2] The Ministry of 
     Proclamation

A second insight from my survey 
showed that several people were 
unhappy about mask wearing. 
Now these people know full well 
that masks are mandatory 
because they are a highly effec-
tive way of preventing the spread 
of the virus. What they do not 

Mr Gary Norton has led 
Marist Brothers Lin-

meyer’s High School for the past 
24 years.

 He is the epitome of what it 
means to be Marist. He lives by 
the three values, displaying 
humility (never one to brag about 
his achievements), simplicity (he 
is not pretentious) and modesty 
(he shies away from the 
limelight). 

 Mr Norton always treats 
everyone he comes into contact 
with as though they were one of 
his own children, hence display-
ing family spirit. He has worked 
tirelessly for the good of the 
school, parents and students alike; 

A blessed 
retirement for 

high school 
principle

modelling a love of work. He has 
always been open to new possibi-
lities in his life and has followed 
Jesus in the way of Mary. He was 
always present to the students, 
parents and staff, listening with-
out thinking of what he will say 
next. Finally, he has never be- 
lieved in hierarchical structures 
– he has always built relation-

ships that are simple and genuine.
 As one of the staff members 
mentioned, the following quote 
by EM. Kelly, succinctly sums up 
his servant-leadership style, 
“Remember the difference 
between a boss and a leader. A 
boss says, Go! A leader says, 
Let’s go!”. This is how Gary 
Norton led our team – working 
with us, sometimes communicat-
ing silently, but always with the 
same goal, like a pride of lions. 
We will certainly miss his guid-
ance and wise words in the 
future.

 On behalf of Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer, we would like to wish 
Gary a happy and blessed retire-
ment and extend a huge thank 
you to his wife, Allison,  for 
sharing him with us. This is not 
goodbye, it is goodbye for now…

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant, 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer

“You are a 
priest forever, 
according to 
the order of 
Melchizedek”

Heb 5:6b         

On 28 of August 1982, 
there was joy and love 
fulfilled when the 

Kintamo family was blessed with 
a baby boy, Kifle whom the Lord 
had blessed and chosen to be His 
servant in this world. I am cer-
tain that a lot of young people 
who were part of Fr Kifle’s life 
envisaged him to be something 
of a higher status in society, and 
being a priest was not one of 
them. When people were coming 
up with ways of reaching their 
dreams and making sure that 
they lived the good life, a young 
Fr Kifle grew up knowing that 
he would be finding ways to help 
serve the children of God. Being 
exposed to priests who were 
playing a major role in the lives 
of people in Ethiopia ignited the 
fire in his to heart to follow in 
their footsteps.

He was ordained a priest on  
3 November 2012. He knew that 

from the long journey of study-
ing to be a priest to finally being 
one, he had to make sure that he 
conquered every obstacle that he 
would face and also make his 
family, friends and his country 
proud. I have noticed that we 
rarely celebrate the anniversaries 
of our priests, but to my surprise, 
the Parish Pastoral Council of 
Orange Farm came up with an 
idea to surprise our priest by  
celebrating his priestly anniver-
sary with the congregation. 

The Mass was held in one of 
the branches in Orange Farm - 
Blessed Gerard in Palm Springs. 
He celebrated Mass and the con-
gregants prayed for him and 
thanked him for being always 
willing to sacrifice his time to be 

with them when they needed 
him, motivating people to con-
tinue attending Mass even during 
this time of Covid-19. 

Fr Kifle has done a lot of work 
with the youth. He did a project 
on Education for Life in Mpuma-
langa where he and the team 
educated and discussed every-
day issues they face. He is the 
chaplain of the youth in Orange 
Farm and founded an organisa-
tion called C-YOM (Catholic 
Youth On a Mission) that edu-
cates young people about Covid-
19 and other issues they face.  
He also started the Kinder Werk 
Mission Project, where children 
from foundation, intermediate 
and senior phases are taught 
Mathematics, English First 
Additional Language, Life Skills 
and also Creative Arts.

It is clear that Fr Kifle will 
definitely leave a mark in 
Orange Farm for what he has 
done. He is not only a priest, but 
he is a brother, a friend, a father, 
a mentor, a hard worker, a bless-
ing and an inspiration because 
when he starts something he 
makes sure he sees it to comple-
tion. He is a priest forever and 
through his work, he has inspired 
many.

Tinyiko M Mondlane.
Parishioner of St Clare, 

Orange Farm

Tinyiko Mondlane and her beloved 
priest, Fr Kifle Kintamo
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ORDINATIONS

The first three priests to be 
ordained from the class of 2021Rev Frs Vusumuzi Nhlapo, 

Nkosinathi Mhlambi and 
Mlungisi Mabe are the 

first three from the St John 
Vianney Seminary class of 2021 
to be ordained to the priesthood. 
Some of their classmates from 
neighbouring dioceses, who are 
also deacons, formed part of the 
hundreds who witnessed 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
confer the sacrament on them on 
Saturday, 4 December at the 
Cathedral.

Addressing the elect, Arch-
bishop said ordination marks a 
new beginning. 

“It means that now you will be 
able to assume new responsi-
bilities, making a commitment to 

take care of a new flock. This is 
where the invitation to follow 
Christ begins in earnest,” he said.

The Archbishop explained that 
Christ was always conscious of 
His mission which He carried out 
obediently as the Son of God. 

He said: “I suggest that from 
this day onwards, you begin to 
find in earnest the spirituality of 
Jesus Christ. Make your life 
inextricably intertwined with that 
of Christ. Christ is supposed to 
be your source of inspiration, 

your daily mirror and a corner-
stone of who you are, of who 
you become. When you do this, 
you will avoid anything that 
might upset Him. 

“Another suggestion I make,” 
he continued, “is that, from time-
to-time, read the prayers of the 
ordination which should be the 
content of your retreats. They 
summarise the intention of the 
Church about those who wish to 
be ordained to the priesthood.” 

The archbishop also recom-

mended that all priests revisit 
these prayers.

At the end of Mass, he 
expressed his gratitude to the 
newly-ordained.

“Thanks on behalf of the 
diocese and certainly on my own 
behalf for making yourself 
available to serve in the ministry 
of the priesthood, and to be able 
to dedicate your lives imitating 
Christ.” He went on to thank 
their parents and families for 
being generous with their sons. 

The ordination was also graced 
by Rev Dr Masilo Selemela, 
Rector of St John Vianney 
Seminary in Pretoria. 

Lerato Mohone

Archbishop Buti gesturing to the congre-
gation the number of young men he 
ordained to the priesthood on the day.

Priestly vestments ahead of 
the ordination.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI incensing 
the altar at the beginning of Mass.

The elect prostrate while the 
clergy and the congregation 

kneels as the Litany of Saints 
is sung.

Fr Thabo Mothiba OMI embraces new-
ly-ordained Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi.

Fr Mlungisi Mabe lays hands on Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI.

The elect and their parents.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
kisses the hands of Fr Vusumuzi 
Nhlapo.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
kisses the hands of Fr Mlungisi 
Mabe. 
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Fr Thabo Mothiba OMI vests Fr Mlungisi Mabe.

Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi blesses Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI.

Pics by Timothy Bernard and Shel-
don Reddiar

Fr Tshepo Maseko, Vicar General, Fr Paul Beukes OMI and Fr Simon 
Donnelly lay hands on the elect.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
presents the new-ordained 
priests to the congregation. 
They are from left: Rev Fr Vusu-
muzi Nhlapo, Rev Fr Mlungisi 
Mabe and Rev Fr Nkosinathi 
Mhlambi.

Fr Mlungisi Mabe distributes Holy Communion. 

Fr Limpho Maoela vests Fr Vusumuzi Nhlapo with stole and chasuble.

Fr Vusumuzi Nhlapo says the prayer 
of consecration.

Clergy including that of neighbour-
ing dioceses during the proceedings

Deacon Paul Cart of Kroonstad diocese incensing Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI.

Newly-ordained priests lay hands on their parents.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
anoints the hands of newly-ordained 
priest, Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi with 
Chrism oil.

Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi says the 
prayer of consecration.

Fr Mlungisi Mabe says the prayer 
consecration.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale is thrilled 
to welcome his latest members of the 
clergy. 
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Maggie Lessing, from St Francis, 
East Deanery gets her point across.

As dioceses prepare to hold 
listening circles for the 
Synod on Synodality 

process, an experiential training 
on this kind of methodology took 
place on Saturday, 4 December at 
the Cathedral. 

It was facilitated by Fr Bruce 
Botha SJ and attended by parish 
pastoral council chairpersons, 
synod champions, and women 
religious. After the opening 
prayer, Fr Bruce presented guide-
lines for hosting successful listen-
ing circles. 

Reflecting on “Integrated and 
holistic lifelong formation”, 
participants shared their experi-
ences by responding to these 
focus questions: What is your 
experience of the Church support-
ing your spiritual, intellectual and 
life formation beyond that of 
sacramental preparation? How is 
each baptised person called to be 
an active participant in the 
mission of the Church and do you 
feel adequately prepared for it?

 Attendees were taken through 
the three rounds of sharing, 
namely:
1. First round: one at a time 

sharing.
 The first and longest. In no 

particular order, each person 
shared the fruit of his/ her 
personal experience and 
reflection uninterrupted.

2. Second round: Sharing the 
impact of what you have heard.

 Participants shared what struck 
them the most in the first round 
and what moved them during 
the time of silence that had 
followed.  

3. Third round: Conversation with 
the Lord.
People reflected on what 

seemed to be resonating in the 
conversation and what stirred 
them most deeply.

Pope Francis has also 
encouraged the Church to go to 
the margins of the Church and 
society and to listen to the voices 
we tend to dismiss as 
unimportant or irrelevant and 
those that make us 
uncomfortable. The 
Archdiocesan synod identified 
certain groups that we should 
take particular care to reach out 
to, journey with and find ways in 
which they can feel welcome. 
These are women, the LGBTQ+ 
community, people with 
disabilities and their families, the 
poor and the homeless and 
migrants and refugees. 
Furthermore, the Archdiocese 
innovatively has included 
Integral Ecology. “The voice of 
creation has been marginalised 
and we also need to learn how to 
listen to it,” Fr Bruce elaborated. 

Not every focus area will be 
addressed by all the parishes as, 
for example, only a few have 
migrants and refugee 
communities. It is also important 
that people feel safe to share 
their experiences and that the 
confidentiality of the group is 
respected. 

“If it is a women’s listening 
session, men should not be 
present. For LGBTQ+ com-
munities, it should strictly be 
members of that group.

“A report should then be sub-
mitted to the Synod committee. 
This will be followed by an 
Archdiocesan meeting of repre-
sentatives who will summarise 
the findings prior to being sent 
to the bishops’ conference,”  
he added.

The second listening circle 
training will take place on 
Saturday, 15 January at the 
Cathedral. To book and to access 
other resource materials, please 
visit www.catholicjhb.org.za

Lerato Mohone

From left: Sr Katy van Wyk OP, Veronica Pieterson and St Francis, East 
Deanery synod champion, William Ndlazi listen with compassion during 
the listening circle training.

Listening circles 
methodology training

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and  

survival of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/ 

bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

The parish of St Joseph, 
Mokoena in Katlehong 
under Fr Johnson Ugwu 

MSP, together with outstations of 
Holy Trinity-Kwanele, St Theresa-
Magagula and Divine Mercy - 
Zonk’izizwe, hosted a 
thanksgiving Mass for Fr 
Hlonepho Nqaba at the parish on 
Sunday, 21 November. The Mass 
took place after his ordination to 
the priesthood at St Francis of 
Assisi in Vanderbeijlpark on 
Monday, 9 August. 

As chief celebrant, Fr Hlonepho 
concelebrated with the host parish 
priest, Fr Johnson, Fr Keketso 
Mothuli - assistant priest at St 
Pius X, Waterkloof in Pretoria and 
Fr Sihle Njiyela OFM – assistant 
priest at Nyolohelo and Emmanuel 
in Sebokeng. They were assisted 
by Khanyisa Shabalala and 
Vuyisile Vilakazi, both members 
of the Franciscans Order of Friars 

Minor (OFM) from the Vaal 
region. 

The homilist, Fr Keketso said 
as we were celebrating the 
thanksgiving Mass for Fr Hlon-
epho, we needed to be aware that 
the powers conferred on him as a 
priest are the powers that he got 
from God. “These are powers he 
needs to utilise in order to change 
and improve the spiritual lives of 
the people of God. Today we are 
joining you in thanking the Lord 
for the wonderful gift of your 
priesthood,” the priest added.

Fr Hlonepho was presented 
with gifts by various sodalities, 
Small Christian Communities, 
the congregations of different 
parishes and individuals. Other 
gifts came from the congregation 
of St Gabriel of Khutsong in the 
West Rand Deanery. The gifts 
included chasubles of different 
colours, blankets, gift vouchers 

and envelopes.
Fr Hlonepho thanked the  

parish priest Fr Johnson for his 
unwavering support, the congre-
gations for their prayers, his 
family’s support and the love of 
his late parents.

Fr Johnson Ugwu MSP 
summed it up when he said: “I 
see God’s grace being manifested 
in the life of men who, though 
unworthy, are called into the 
mystery of His salvific mission,” 
adding that St Joseph, Mokoena 
remains thankful to God for His 
benevolence.

Fr Sefako Santawana, parish 
priest of Holy Family, Spruitview 
and Fr Tshepo Maseko, parish 
priest of St Francis Xavier and  
St Anthony of Padua in Evaton 
joined the festivities.

                Abel Dlamini

Thanksgiving Mass  
for Fr Hlonepho Nqaba

Fr Keketso Mothuli OFM delivers 
the homily at the Thanksgiving 
Mass.

Assisted by Fr Johnson, Fr Hlonepho (right) administers the first Holy 
Communion to the young Catholics.

Below: Fr Hlonepho wears a  
purple chasuble after being gifted 
by the members of St Anne’s Sodal-
ity of the host parish.

Fr Hlonepho leads the congrega-
tion with a song before saying 
thank you. 

From left: Khanyisani Shabalala OFM, Fr Sihle Njiyela OFM, Vuyisle 
Vilakazi OFM, Fr Hlonepho Nqaba, Johannes Tshabalala, Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion

The congregation of St Gabriel in 
Khotsong presents Fr Hlonepho 

with a seSotho hat and a blanket.
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Fr Robert Gore  01-01-78
Fr Joy Sebastian  01-01-86
Fr Mokesh Morar  07-01-89
Fr Mathieu van Vlierden 11-01-70
Fr Il Sup Shin  12-01-10
Rev Dr Herman Wiechers 15-01-05
Rev Philip Teulon  15-01-05
Rev David Potterton  15-01-05
Rev Simon Mokoena  15-01-05
Rev Antony Bishop  15-01-05
Fr Mandla Skhosana  22-01-05
Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka 
    Did’Ho  23-01-10
Rev Kevin Fenn  24-01-93

2nd  Fr Donald McLoughlin 
2nd  Fr Ernest Kabungo
4th  Fr Bernard Sompane
4th  Fr Xavier Barongo
7th  Rev Erroll Scott
10th  Msgr Antonio Borras 
 Cabaces
12th  Fr Joseph Matsau
14th  Fr Matthew Charlesworth
24th  Fr Michael Seheri 
 Fr Oluwole Obadina
27th  Fr Joshua Mpiti
31st  Fr Anthony Egan
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Ordinations

The following priests and 
deacons celebrate  

their birthdays and anniver-
saries of their ordination. 
Remember them in your 

prayers!

Birthdays in January

We celebrate with 
our priests

The work of lay funeral 
ministers is an extraordi-
nary function. The Church 

rightly teaches that when there is 
lack of ordinary funeral minis-
ters, the faithful may supply for 
certain liturgical offices accord-
ing to the norms of Law.  The 
work of lay funeral ministers is 
demanding and tiresome. It 
requires a deeper sense of com-
mitment and love for burying the 
dead just like Tobit. The current 
Covid-19 situation has really 
called us to reflect on the reality 
of death and our response of 
faith to death. Almost every per-
son has been affected by the 
mystery of death.  The rising 
numbers of those who died of 
Covid-19 meant that there was a 
huge responsibility on Churches 

to exercise the burial rites for 
her members. This has height-
ened funeral ministry and the 
need for accompaniment of 
bereaving families. 
The mission of a funeral min-
sters is rooted in the hope and 
faith which comes from our 
Lord Jesus Christ, our life and 
resurrection. Key points in the 
ministry of bereavement: 
• Funeral minister is the one 

who represent the Church in 
the community, therefore, 
agents of evangelisation. 

• One in love with the Word of 
God and the Eucharist

• Collaborative ministry (Work 
with the Priest and other 
members). Work together and 
pray together

• Witnesses of Christ and sign 

of God’s presence to the  
family. 

• Communion with the Church

Grief
Dealing with personal grief is 
important for the ministry, so as 
to be able to help others. This is 
because a funeral minister con-
soles others. We need to deal with 
own brokenness, to examine if 
there are any unresolved issues 
and relationship with others.  Do 
not cry with the bereaved, share 
your faith with them and be there 
for them. Offer prayers, read the 
bible. We must keep in mind that 
grief is personal and it takes time. 
1. What is my role at the time of 

hearing about death and mak-
ing arrangements? 

2. The funeral and afterwards. 
Spiritual guidance – called  
to be “compassionate listener” 
how can we do this effective-
ly? 

3. Is there parish support? Prayer 

Brainstorming on the topic is led by Tlhoki Phadime from 
St Paul – Tsakane.

“Called to be agents 
of Hope”

You are called 
to serve

meetings? Financial assis-
tance? How can we improve? 

4. Why is it important to pray for 
the dead? 

5. What is the importance of the 
Word of God, especially the 
Psalms?

Liturgy and preparation 
Preparing for a funeral is an 
essential aspect of funeral minis-
try. This takes into account roles, 
dates and times. More than any-
thing else it has to do with psy-
chological preparation, to under-
stand that the prayers and rituals 
are real channels of God’s consol-
ing love. We are saved not by our 
own merits but only through 
Christ. 
• The minister prepares him/her-

self at home. Going through 
the readings and prayers. Pre-
pare reflection 

• Looking at the situation, what 
is the message of Christ for 
this family? 

• Ask and get clarity on who is 
doing what and when. 

Funeral Rite
• First station: The home of the 

deceased. 
• Second Station: At Church 

(burial without Mass) 
• Liturgy of the Word 
• At the grave

Fr Boshom Mpetsheni  

FUNERAL MINISTERS RETREAT

The Department of Worship 
and Divine Liturgy hosted 
a retreat for Funeral 

Ministers at the Cathedral on 
Saturday,  
20 November.

About 227 ministers in the 
Archdiocese attended the retreat 
which was facilitated by the Vicar 
for Liturgy, Fr Boshom 
Mpetsheni.

“You are called to serve”,  
Fr Boshom told the faithful. He 
said their presence at funerals is a 
sign to the bereaved that God is 
present. He advised them to 
discuss and plan the sharing of 
the responsibilities at funerals 
beforehand if the priest won’t be 
at the funeral.

The main focus for discussion 
was on the following topics: 
1. The role of the Funeral 

Minister upon hearing of the 
death. 

2. What needs to happen before 
and after the funeral. 

3. The importance and the reason 

of praying for the dead.
4. The significance of the Word 

of God. 
5. The value of support from the 

parish.
The retreat wrapped up with a 

Holy Mass by Fr Boshom at the 
Cathedral where he reminded the 
ministers that they were called to 
be agents of hope. He said: “Let 
us recommit ourselves, from deep 
down in our hearts, to our faith in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The God we worship is not God 
for the dead but for us who are 
living.” Fr Boshom asked the 
ministers to go back to their 
bereaved communities and 
proclaim the good news of the 
Lord. He warned them not to cry 
with the bereaved, instead, they 
should share their faith with them 
especially when they experience 
a feeling of hopelessness. “Go 
and become the agents of hope as 
opposed to the agents of 
divisions,” the priest implored.

   Abel Dlamini

Fr Boshom Mpetsheni  
making a point during the 
Funeral Ministers’ retreat.

Nana Mbatha from 
Our Lady of Africa – 

Motlhakeng, leads the 
group discussion on 

the day’s topic.

Some of the Funeral Ministers who attended the retreat.

The Funeral Ministers attend Mass after the retreat.
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We would like to thank 
His Grace Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale for 

paving the way in establishing a 
safeguarding committee for the 
Archdiocese in January 2021. 
This is a big step for the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg 
especially because this project is 
about combating sexual abuse of 
children and creating a safe 
environment in our local Church. 
This also shows that we, as a 
church, are taking social 
responsibility and are committed 
to keeping our children safe and 
providing awareness in 
safeguarding when our people 
come into our institutions. The 
committee realises the 
importance of not only working 
hand-in-hand with our church, 
but also with civil society. 

The committee is accountable 
to the Archdiocese and serves as 
a steering committee for the 
establishment of safeguarding 
protocols based on the 
Safeguarding Policy of the 
Archdiocese which is at hand on 
the website of the Archdiocese. 
The committee’s main objective 
is to bring safeguarding home to 
our some 120  parishes by means 
of training our parish 
safeguarding representatives 
throughout the Archdiocese and 
the development of training 
materials and resources through 

News from the Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg Child 
Safeguarding Committee
visual posters. 

The Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg Safeguarding 
committee consists of ten 
individuals drawn from the 
Archdiocese who are of different 
professions and have 
volunteered. They include a 
regional magistrate, a lawyer, 
social workers, a former member 
of Parliament, a project manager, 
two students studying social 
work and a law degrees and two 
members of the clergy a Deacon 
and a priest Rev Fr PJ Cassidy, 
who is the chair of the AJSC. 

Our aim in the coming months 
is to train our parish 
safeguarding committees. During 
the month of February 2022, we 
hope to start virtual/zoom 
training sessions each Saturday 
morning for two hours for our 
parish committees. Their role is 
simply to make sure that their 
respective parishes are following 
Archdiocesan safeguarding 
protocols. Parish directives in 
relation to the above have 
already been sent out via email 
to all parishes. 

We also hope to have a 
Safeguarding Sunday dedicated 
to safeguarding in each parish in 
the coming year 2022 whereby 
we pray for all who are affected 
by abuse and also pray over the 
respective Parish Safeguarding 
Committee. We would like to 
encourage every parish and 
parish clergy to take part in this 
great initiative. It must be noted 
that this project is not established 
to punish or monitor, but it is to 

ensure that all are well protected 
and in good standing with the 
church and its policies.

In an important address back 
in 2019 the Holy Father (Pope 
Francis) mentioned that 

The time has come, then, to 
work together to eradicate the 
evil” of child abuse.

“The time has come to find a 
correct equilibrium of all values 
in play and to provide uniform 
directives for the Church, 
avoiding the two extremes of a 
‘justicialism’ provoked by guilt 
for past errors and media 
pressure, and a defensiveness 
that fails to confront the causes 
and effects of these grave 
crimes”. the Holy Father said. 
“The Church’s aim will be to 
hear, watch over, protect, and 
care for abused, exploited, and 
forgotten children, wherever they 
are”. To achieve that goal, he 
continued, “the Church must rise 
above the ideological disputes 
and journalistic practices that 
often exploit, for various inter-
ests, the very tragedy experi-
enced by little ones”. 

Therefore, the AJSC commits 
itself to uphold and promote our 
safeguarding policy, because it 
ensures that everyone interacting 
with children on behalf of a 
parish in the Archdiocese takes 
every possible measure to create 
safe environments for children 
and prevent Child abuse. 
Simphiwe Ntini, Archdiocese of Johan-

nesburg Safeguarding Committee 
Email address:  

safeguarding@catholicjhb.org.za

Members of St Cecilia 
Sodality celebrated their 

Feast Day with the ushering in of 
70 new members into the sodal-
ity. The celebration was held at 

Holy Family parish in Spruit-
view on Saturday, 27 November.

At the celebration were Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and 
concelebrant Fr Michael Seheri, 
the spiritual leader of the sodal-
ity. They were assisted by Dea-
con Zukisane Njovane OMI and 
Br Lemohang Phalime, both 
from the host parish.

Of the 70 new members, 16 
came from St Peter and Paul of 
Maboloka in Brits under the aus-
pices of the Archdiocese of Pre-
toria, where the sodality has 
established a footprint. 

According to the general sec-
retary of the sodality, Benny Sit-
hole from Our Lady of Africa in 
Mohlakeng, the enrolment of 
new members takes the total 
membership in the Archdiocese 
to 842.

Archbishop Buti said in his 
homily that “we trust that your 
feelings of expectation as new 
members in the sodality will be 
fulfilled, especially during the 
season of Advent when we 
expect the coming of Jesus 
Christ.” He urged the faithful to 
stop weeping and to forget about 
the troubles they experience. He 
said they should be at peace with 
themselves because the time of 

salvation had come. “You have 
been redeemed during this sea-
son of Advent, the season of 
generosity,”

The aspirants were called 
upon to make their vows and 
commitment to the sodality, the 
prayer of dedication and the  
Litany in honour of St Cecilia, 
the patroness of canticles after 
which Archbishop Buti officially 
declared and accepted them as 
full members of the sodality.

The proceedings were inter-
spersed with a brilliant rendition 
of liturgical music by the sodal-
ity members under the leadership 
of Puleng Motshoeneng from 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 
Thokoza, who is the music  
co-ordinator for the sodality at 
the Archdiocesan level.

Expressing her gratitude on 
behalf of the new members, Nte-
batseng Moloi from St Joseph in 
Katlehong said they were thank-
ful to God who had always been 
with them throughout their jour-
ney as aspirants. She also 
thanked Archbishop Buti. their 
spiritual leader Fr Michael, their 
spiritual advisors from their 
respective parishes and the con-
gregations for their support.

    Abel Dlamini

The parish of St Theresa, Zondi commemorated the 16 Days of Activ-
ism against Women and Children Abuse by having Sgt Sifiso Ndlela 
give a talk on the crimes that are reported and later withdrawn by the 
victims. This gives them difficulties when dealing with the perpetra-
tors especially in gender-based violence cases, he said. The dress 
code was black and orange to mark the campaign. 

Nomaswazi Simelane

Commemorating 16 Days of 
Activism against Women 

and Children Abuse

St Cecilia Day Celebration

All Souls Mass

Mamakgala Moalosi, far left, 
from St Francis de Sales in 
Lawley leads the choir with a 
chant while conductor Puleng 
Motshoeneng, right, directs 
the music.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI questions the aspirants about their commit-
ment to the sodality. On his left is Fr Michael Seheri and Deacon Zukisane 
Njovane OMI on his right.

After blessing the cassock, the 
Archbishop places it on the s 
houlders of the new member.

A vote of thanks on behalf of the 
new members by Ntebatseng Moloi.

Mass on the 28 November at St Theresa, Zondi was dedicated in 
loving memory of 22 parish members who passed away in 2021 and all 
the faithful departed. Candles were lit in their honour and images  
displayed for all to recall their faces.                      Nomaswazi Simelane
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Rev Fr Vusumuzi Nhlapo 
rejoices in a special way on 
Gaudate Sunday

The word “Gaudate” is Latin  
for “Rejoice”. What was extra-
special about this third  

Sunday of Advent was that  
Fr Vusumuzi Nhlapo celebrated his 
Thanksgiving Mass with tremen-
dous joy at his home parish Holy 
Cross, Zola. In his homily Fr Thulani 
Joel Skhosana exhorted the con-
gregation to not be afraid of any 
situation as we have a God who is 
King and Warrior in our midst. 

To Fr Vusumuzi, he advised: “The 
devil was conquered by St Michael, 
the archangel. 1 Corinthians 6:3 
tells us that God’s children will be 
given a higher position than the 
angels. You are powerful above 
every demon, devil and evil spirit. 
Therefore, be confident in your 

prayers and ministry. Let your 
presence bring assurance to the 
laity that God is alive and He 
reigns. Please do not grow weary 
in toiling for the Lord. ”

The occasion also included 
“umembeso” which in Zulu tradi-
tion symbolises the coming 
together of the groom and bride’s 
families and is typically character-
ised by the sharing of gifts. In this 
case, Fr Vusumuzi represented 
Christ the Bridegroom while the 
Church represented His Bride. 

Lerato Mohone
Fr Vusumuzi Nhlapo preparing for the 
entrance procession at his Thanks-
giving Mass. 

Fr Kgaogelo Ntsie, Rev Ibel Arinze from St Mary’s, Bethal assisted Fr Vusumuzi 
 Nhlapo as he prayed before the third, rose-coloured (Rejoice) Advent wreath  
candle was lit.

With joy and thanksgiving, Fr Vusumuzi 
gives glory to God in the highest.

Lau Atah Nkamankeng, one of the people who pinned cash on Fr Vusumuzi’s 
umbrella with a wish that good fortune be “rained” upon him, also to assist him 
financially as he begins this new  
chapter in his life.   

Clergy and laity joyously presented Rev Fr Vusumuzi with gifts that came from 
the heart.

As a token of appreciation for the 
love, prayers and support,  

Fr Vusumuzi Nhlapo gave each lay 
person a quintessentially Catholic 

icon – the Crucifix.

Fr Vusumuzi Nhlapo  
distributes  Holy Communion 

 to the faithful.

Rev Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi’s 
Thanksgiving Mass
Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi has made history by being the first young man to 
be ordained priest at Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni in 57 years since its 
establishment. He celebrated his thanksgiving Mass on the second Sunday 
of Advent bringing “hope” that his vocation inflames other young people 
to follow in his footsteps. Rector of St John Vianney Seminary, Rev Dr Masi-
lo Selemela was one of the esteemed guests who attended the celebra-
tion. He also delivered an uplifting homily. At the end of Mass, Fr Nkosi-
nathi was given gifts by a community who was so proud of him.

Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi with Rev John 
Legodi from Polokwane Diocese dur-
ing the entrance procession. Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi blesses the  

congregation at the beginning of Mass. 

The parish pastoral council presented Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi with chasubles 
for the various liturgical seasons. 

Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi  
blesses the Advent wreath.

Below: Fr Nkosinathi  
Mhlambi leads the prayers for 
consecration. 

Pics by Pascal Manyike

Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi with his  
mother Elizabeth Mhlabi who was 
given a blanket to ward off the cold  
in winter.

Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi 
during prayer for  
consecration.

THANKSGIVING MASSES


