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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI is flanked by APC executive committee.
From left: Rene Minnaar (Secretary) Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia, Tsabang
Smith (Deputy Secretary) St Paul’s, Tsakane, Jermaine Wood (Chairperson),
Holy Angels, Bez Valley and Emmanuel Joseph Tshoose (Deputy Chairperson)
Immaculate Conception – Westonaria.

Catholic women organisations
rally together to support KZN
flood victims

Women from the Johannesburg, Eswatini, Mariannhill, Polokwane and
Pretoria dioceses prayed on behalf of all women of Bishops’ Conference.

F

illed with deep joy and
gratitude after a long two
years of planning and cancelling due to Covid-19 restrictions, Catholic women from
various regions of the SACBC
gathered for the annual WUWCO
(World Union of Catholic
Women’s Organisations) Day
of Prayer at the Cathedral on
Saturday, 18 June. Themed, “Let
us respond to the call to holiness”,
the day started with Mass said by
national spiritual advisor,
Fr Bafana Hlatshwayo CSsP.
“In many ways God has helped
us to be united. We are grateful
for technology that kept us
together in our faith as Catholics.
It is by God’s grace and design
that we are here and we cannot
take it for granted, said Fr Bafana
in his homily.
As women of the Catholic
Church, you are called to highlight
and give visibility to the most
suffering women, to the harm they
suffer and the wounds inflicted on
their dignity, concluded Fr Bafana.
As they brought prayers and
petitions forward, each participant
had the opportunity to bring a lit
candle representing her intentions.
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Women still suffer in various
ways. KwaZulu-Natal affects
South African Union of Catholic
Women’s Organisations
(SAUCWO). The floods recently
experienced by the province have
left hundreds dead and thousands
displaced. We cannot be
Christians without loving action,
said WUWCO Board Member,
Fikile Motsa from Eswatini.
Rose Manamela, former national president, secretary and board
member from Polokwane diocese,
gave a history of WUWCO and
the formation of the local arm,
SAUCWO. WUCWO’s aim is to
promote the presence, participation and co-responsibility of
Catholic women in society and
the Church, to enable them to
fulfil their mission of evangelisation and to work for human
development, she said.
In addition to praying for
the alleviation of the suffering,
the women decided to make a
concrete charitable offering by
collecting non-perishable food
items and blankets for the victims
of the floods. Some made financial contributions.
Continued on page 7.

Opening and welcome

A

fter the opening prayer, the
Archbishop thanked everybody for availing themselves.
“Over the years, I have noticed
that the first meeting is wellattended and as time goes on
numbers dwindle,” said
Archbishop Buti. He expressed
his hope that this would be a
different group.
Having recently promoted three
branches in Orange Farm to make
them parishes, he said there
should be 129 parishes in the
diocese with about five
outstations.
“There are three books I would
wish that most Catholics should
have – the Bible, naturally, Canon
Law and Vatican II,” the
Archbishop continued.
Reading the Bible should
enhance and strengthen your
spirituality.
The second book would be the
Vatican Council 1962/3/4.
The third book, he said, is
Canon Law which is essentially
the crystallisation of the document of the Vatican II which has
become the founding document
of the Church, after the Bible.
“I know not every Catholic is
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The APC in summary
The newly-elected Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
(APC) executive council was introduced at the annual
meeting on Saturday, 18 June at the Cathedral Hall.
going to do that, but certainly for
the leadership of the Church it is
important. Your role as lay
people, especially in the
leadership is to evangelise, to
share the message of salvation
with other people.
“I am giving you this
introduction to try and impress
upon you your role essentially
and where you get your mandate
from. We should be able to
explain why we have the hope
that we have in us.”

The Synod
The first Archdiocesan Synod
highlighted what ought to be our
priorities, he said. As a result of
that Synod, the Office for Youth
was established, Marriage and
Family Life was also started but
it died down and now has been
revived by the second Synod.
Ongoing training of lay leaders in
liturgy and theology, spirituality,

Seeking safety
is a right
very person on this planet
has a right to seek safety –
whoever they are, wherever
they come from and whenever
they are forced to flee. Each year
on June 20, the world celebrates
World Refugee Day. This year, the
UNHCR chose “Everyone has the
right to seek safety”, as the theme.
We are all invited to think and
understand on this important and
necessary right for millions of refugees seeking safety and protection.
What remains universal is the right
to seek safety. Whenever people
are forced to flee, they have a right
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to be protected. Whatever the
threat – war, violence, persecution
– everyone deserves protection.
Everyone has a right to be safe.
Refugee Day is rightly so a
time to remember home, a time to
explore and to promote solidarity
vigorously, it is a time to remind
the leadership of the countries of
origin of the untold pain suffering
and even the untimely death of its
citizens. While it is important to
protect and improve the lives of
refugees every single day, international days like World Refugee
Day help us to focus global atten-

basic Canon Law, Scripture and
how to read the Bible for lay
people is important, emphasised
the Archbishop. It will go a long
way towards enhancing your own
confidence in what the Church is
all about and in what the Church is
teaching, he added.
“Of the 129 parishes in the
diocese, only 46 participated in the
latest Synod. There is dragging of
feet in these matters which is
disappointing, but the reality,”
he said.
The Synod Monitoring and
Implementation Committee was
established to monitor to see
whether we implement the
resolutions we took during
plenary. The Archbishop recommended that each parish has a
Synod champion who reminds
the parish about the commitment
or the expectations raised at
the Synod.
Continued on page 10.

tion on the plight of those fleeing
conflict or persecution.
But perhaps the Refugee Day
is a time to focus our attention on
the host-country where refugees
presently reside. Does the host
country conform the rights to or
has it domesticated international
law and practices of welcoming
refugees and of providing them
with the necessary documents
and means of survival? More
importantly, has the domestication of international practices
of welcoming and protecting
refugees been accompanied by
an equally vigorous promotion of
the acceptance and inclusivity of
refugees by the citizens of communities of the host country.
Continued on page 8.
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Pope’s Intentions: July
For the elderly

memory of
We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and
g people to
youn
help
m
a people; may their experience and wisdo
ity.
nsibil
respo
and
look towards the future with hope

PATRONAL FEASTS: JULY
3rd
6th
11th
16th
25th
26th
31st

St Thomas, Lenasia (1965)
St Maria Goretti, Riverlea (1974)
St Benedict, Mafatsana, Sebokeng (1988)
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Thokoza (1958)
St James, Magaliesburg (1933)
St Anne, Belgravia (1906)
St Ignatius of Loyola, Jesuits)

Sacrament of Baptism

Merchandise in support
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine
Nteboheng Tsotetsi
(St Albert’s, Vosloorus),
Veronica Mofokeng,
Dickson Mofokeng,
Nombulelo Sinuma
(Regina Mundi, Moroka)
and Busisiwe Ngele
(Holy Trinity,
Braamfontein).

Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise
is available at the Chancery.
Golf-shirts bearing the image of St Joseph retail for R300 each.
R50 will be taken as a pa

rish donation for each golf shirt
sold.
Winter warmers are still available for R420
and denim jackets for R550.
The Mother of Mercy Shrine sticker is selling for R15.

Call Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400.

It was a blessed day for the parish community of St Peter Claver, Pimville
on Saturday, 28 May when infants received the Sacrament of Baptism.
Parish priest, Fr Bonga Mkhize OMI administered the sacrament.

St Augustine College property to
be sold but studies will continue

T

he last three years have
put enormous strain on
St Augustine due to Covid
and related issues. The board of
directors persistently endeavoured to resolve the College’s
financial difficulties. Eventually
it was decided, in principle, to
sell the premises of the College
thereby generating cash to meet
its commitments and retain a substantial portion of the proceeds
for future development.
Some benefits have emerged
from the Covid situation in that
we are able to provide the high
quality of our degrees to all
students through online teaching
and learning with limited time
needed to be personally present.
This applies mainly to postgraduate degrees.
The proposed sale of the property must not be confused with a
termination of the College itself.
We must reiterate that the College is not closing.

With the exception of the
undergraduate degrees, which
will be put in abeyance in 2023,
the College continues to offer the
programmes which it is doing
presently: certificate, honours,
masters and doctoral levels.
Hopefully the proposed sale will
allow us to move forward and
remain on a more secure and
stable financial basis to further
the growth and service that have
marked the institution since its

inception in 1999.
The College property has been
put up for auction, which takes
place on the 28 and 29 June. It was
a decision of
the board of
directors to
do so in order
to meet the
financial requirements of
maintaining
the institution.
Meanwhile,
the board
continues to
give anxious
consideration
to various strategic issues with
a view to ensuring a sustainable
future for the College.
We ask your consideration to
donate and prayerful support in
the weeks ahead for the decisions
that will need to be made relative
to the continuation and flourishing of the mission and vision of
the College.
Melvyn Antonie
Chairman of the St Augustine Board

Kids love candy/sweets.
Let’s use heart candy as an example
– Imagine they were as crazy about
consuming the heart of Jesus,
the Eucharist as they are about
consuming heart candy!

Heart Candy (Eucharistic)
formation organised by the
Catechetical Department
Date: Saturday, 9 July 2022
Time: 09h00 – 13h00
Venue: Cathedral Hall
Participants: Holy Communion
candidates
Facilitated by Tlholo Mohlala
Mass and Adoration:
Fr Vusi Nhlapho

Confirmation Formation
Programme

Date: Saturday, 23 July
Time: 09h00 – 15h00
Venue: Cathedral
Participants:
Confirmation candidates
Facilitator and Mass celebrant:
Fr Kgaogelo Ntsie

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abortion),
Catholics must be told, for their eternal
welfare, and survival of their unborn
infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill
pdfCoLA
082 609 6919
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What’s in a
Church?
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

L

ast month’s question came
from a parish where the
priest wants to change the
layout inside the parish church.
We asked “What is a Church?”
and came to see that the Church
is the people, not the building in
which they gather. Nevertheless,
in ordinary speech we refer to our
buildings as churches and design
these liturgical spaces around the
altar, ambo, and presidential chair:
the three focal points at every Eucharist. This month’s column picks
up where we left off last time.
How should the church interior be
subdivided?
Many of our older church buildings are modelled on the basilicas
of ancient Rome, or are in the
shape of a cross with transepts
forming the cross’s arms. These
buildings have a long, central
aisle which lends itself to processions, but which ensures that most
of the people are seated far from
the sanctuary where the altar and
ambo are found. Modern building techniques free us from earlier
structural restrictions. Instead of
sharply dividing nave from sanctuary, or from seating some people
behind pillars, our churches can
now feel open and full of light.
With the emphasis on gathering the
whole assembly around the altar,
the sanctuary is often defined by no
more than a shallow step or change
of flooring. We still distinguish the
sanctuary, but never to the extent
that it looks like a theatre stage or
reduces the congregation to the
role of spectators.
What should we find in the
sanctuary?
From the fifteenth century onwards, the tabernacle, crucifix and
candlesticks were all placed on the
altar. This became the only focal
point throughout the Mass where
the priest read all the readings
and said all the prayers. Vatican
II restored a diversity of liturgical
ministries as well as a diversity of
sacred places. The Liturgy of the
Word was moved away from the
altar, making the ambo another
focal point. In the same way, parts
of the liturgy are to be led from
the presider’s chair, not from the
altar. Altar, ambo and chair do not
have to be decorated elaborately
because their importance comes
from how they are used, not from
embellishing them with many
layers of ornamentation. Contemporary altars are freestanding and
should not be cluttered up. The
crucifix should be placed so that it
is clearly related to the what takes
place at the altar. It could hang
above or behind the altar, or stand
upright within the sanctuary. There
should only be one crucifix so
that its importance is not diluted.
It makes no sense to have one on
the wall, a second standing on the
altar, and the processional cross
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providing a third to one side. In
the same way, it is not necessary
to have candles on the altar when
these could be on tall, freestanding
candlesticks. The sanctuary should
be a place of noble simplicity, but
many parishes crowd the space
with multiple credence tables,
flower pots, occasional chairs,
carpet pieces and the like. We also
seem to love covering everything
with cloths, hangings, and banners.
Some sanctuaries look like secondhand furniture shops, others like
a laundry on washing day, and all
this unnecessary decoration takes
our attention away from what is
essential!

E

nglish and isiZulu classes
are going as planned. The
Department of Pastoral Care
for Migrants and Refugees expects
students to finish their second term
programme next month.
The Department, with Church
World Service (CWS) organised a
two-day workshop for English
students. They were provided with
information on how to seek employment and other opportunities that
are available for them. Students
expressed their satisfaction about
what they learned.
The Department also sponsored
30 women to Mother Assunta
Training Centre to participate in
programmes in baking, sewing,
hairdressing and beauty therapy.
Every Friday, the department leads
a prayer meeting with migrant and
refugee women to evangelise and
keep their hopes alive.
A graduation ceremony was held
for 30 women taking advanced
training in sewing. They expressed

What else should we find within
the church building?
The parish church should have a
tabernacle for the reservation of
the Blessed Sacrament, but this
need not be in the sanctuary, especially when a separate chapel can
be provided. The tabernacle is not
used during the liturgy, so it should
not rival the altar or ambo for our
attention. It becomes the focus of
devotional prayer at other times.
The font should be fixed in a place
where people can gather around it.
Again, it need not be in the sanctuary. It is meaningful to place the
font near the entrance to remind us
that it is through baptism that we
enter the Church. We could then
bless ourselves with its water when
we enter rather than use separate
little stoups which have no obvious
connection with the sacrament of
baptism. A third sacramental space
would be the place for reconciliation. Those dark cupboards we
called confessionals can be made
much less intimidating. Provision
should be made for those who
want to see the confessor face-toface, always remembering to have
glass panels in the doors to help
ensure safeguarding.
Lastly, and this is often left to
chance, our parish churches require
meeting spaces apart from the
liturgical space. While Johannesburg parishioners can gather
in good weather most of the year,
never underestimate the value of a
good porch or sizeable gathering
area. Notice boards may have
given way to social media, but
every community needs a place
where its members can be welcomed on arrival, or greet one another after Mass. The porch is also
where we begin various rites such
as the acceptance of catechumens,
infant baptisms, and the reception
of the body at a funeral.

We need more questions
about the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

Pastoral Care Department
May Activities

their gratitude for
the opportunity to
become professional
tailors.
Sr Marizete Garbin
attended a conference in Stuttgart
(Germany) from
24 to 30 May, organised by the Catholic
Church in Germany. It was an
opportunity to showcase activities of the Department as well as its outreach
programme with the Bienvenu
Shelter that has been beneficial
to many needy families in and
around Johannesburg.
On 27 May, the Department
welcomed international students
- two Germans, one South Korean,
one Bangladeshi, one Nigerian,
and three supervisors from the

Sr Marizete Garbin,
Head of the Department
of Pastoral Care for
Migrants and Refugees,
during a weekly prayer
meeting with migrant
and refugee women.

Level one English students taking part in a workshop on opportunities available to them to become self-sustained.

Vocations workshop

Above: A group of participants.

After the celebration of the Eucharist
at St Josephine Bakhita, summer
school students from Germany shared
a meal with host families.
University of Wurzburg (Germany)
who came to South Africa for their
summer school. They were excited
to be placed into the families of
migrants and refugees to get a
clear idea of the everyday lives of
migrants and refugees in South
Africa. Great feedback was received
from them and it was a life-changing experience for both the host
families and the students. Students
were very emotional on the day the
Pastoral Care team fetched them. It
was very hard for them to leave the
host families.
Throughout the month of May,
the Department received 100
people from 20 nationalities who
came for different needs for the first
time. The Department also assisted
1 073 families with food and clothes
in its outreach programme with
Bienvenu Shelter.

Fr Fusi Khumalo presided
at the celebration of the
Holy Eucharist.

Young people during
the group reflections.
Ntokozo Dubazana from Holy
Rosary, Phiri gave
his perspective on
what is expected
of someone who is
called by God.

J

esus Christ warned His disciples
that the servant cannot be
greater than the Master and thus
a radical path to follow Christ will not
always be smooth sailing or a bed
of roses. This is what aspirants to the
priesthood explored at the monthly
vocations workshop at the Cathedral.
Themed, “Vocation to Mission:
Called in order to be sent”, the workshop was facilitated by the Missionary Sisters of the Assumption,
Srs Carmel Honeywill, Kgomotso
Moloto and Chinwendu Ukem.
The day started with meditative
prayer led by Sr Chinwendu in which
she invoked the Holy Spirit to lead
the way.
Group discussions followed on
two Scriptures about mission (Matthew 9: 9-13 – Jesus calls Matthew
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and Acts 9: 1-20 – Saul’s conversion)
facilitated by Sr Kgomotso. In their
reflections, the young aspirants
answered the following questions:
1. In the reading, what is God asking
of these people?
2. What challenges did they face in
their mission?
3. If God was calling you, what challenge would you face?
4. If you feel called by God, what
would help you live the call?
“Sometimes we plan our lives but
then God has His own plans for us;
God saw something in the person
who was being called and used it
for His glory,” said the young people
as they received the opportunity to
offer commentary on the readings.
The day ended with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist presided

Workshop facilitators Srs Kgomotso
Moloto MSA and Chinwendu Ukem
MSA pictured with participants.

over by Fr Fusi Khumalo.
The workshops are a joint effort
of the Archdiocese and religious
congregations established within
the area and are open to young men
and women. They take place every
last Sunday of the month at the
Cathedral Hall from 9am to 2pm.
Young people who feel called to
the priesthood or religious life, are
encouraged to contact the episcopal
vicar for vocations, Fr Michael Seheri,
on 076 889 3105
vocations@catholicjhb.org.za or
seheri2114@gmail.com
Lerato Mohone
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Workshop on the Eucharist
Workshop attendees from various
deaneries attended a workshop on the
Eucharist. They are from left (back):
Exinia Malefielo Mokoena - St Mary,
Meyerton, Mathabo Ramokoka St Peter Claver, Pimville, Alphonsinah
Letsoela - Immaculate Conception,
Westonaria, Naomi Ntsooa - St Philip
Neri, Moletsane.
Front: Lerato Paledi - St Paul of the
Cross, Bekkersdal and Anna Nhapimbe - St Peter Claver, Pimville.

T

o get a deeper meaning
of our faith, catechists
attended the second leg of
a three-part workshop on the Eucharist conducted by Fr Mareko
Marciniak SVD.
This took place at the Cathedral
Catechetical Centre on Saturday,
4 June.
The Holy Eucharist, as with
the other six sacraments of the

I

n June there was a focus
on youth. At the opposite
extreme is old age, the focus
for July. In a forest, the oldest tree
and an animal in a troupe were
the oldest and wisest members are
respected and guarded by their
offspring and the community. Is it
the same in our human families?
Grandparents belong in families
and are its historical memory. Not
all grandparents are elderly, many
are active in their own lives,
while many others play a great
role in the lives of their children
and grandchildren and are frequently a joy to each other.
At the same time, in the great
circle of life, there is a time
for everything - for birth and
death, for coming and going, for
remaining and leaving. Old age
is more often a time for leaving

Church, is deeply rooted in
Scripture, and, although a New
Covenant, it is a fulfilment of the
Old. Thus, typology becomes
important and necessary to understand Mass and to appreciate and
respect the mysteries contained
therein.

The importance of typology
is that it helps us see the bigger
picture and the meaning of the
liturgical rite, words, actions and
gestures, said Fr Mareko.
He defined typology as the
study of Biblical comparisons
made between persons, things

Grandparents
are families’
roots

to Europe at a time when the generation that experienced it in the
last century is dying out. These
great crises risk anaesthetizing us
to the reality of other “epidemics”
and other widespread forms of
violence that menace the human
family and our common home.”
Download the full letter from
https://www.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/messages/nonni/
documents/20220503-messaggiononni-anziani.html. Very often it
is grandparents who ensure that
the most important values are
passed down to their grandchildren and many people testify that
they owe their initiation into the
Christian life to their grandparents. AL 192
In addition to offering their
prayers as suggested, there are
many ways and occasions at home
and in parishes when grandparents and the elderly can be kept in
mind, visited and entertained or
shown how much they are loved
during this month ending with
their own special day on Sunday
24 July such as a special Mass,
lunch or tea or an outing.
Marfam daily thoughts, a
weekly e-newsletter and Family
Matters programme is held on
Radio Veritas on Wednesdays between 09:00 and 10:00 will again
develop this monthly theme with
the scripture reading for the day.
For the MARFAM 2022 Family Year Planner with monthly
themes and daily reflections built
around scripture and writings of
Pope Francis from Amoris Laetitia and Laudato Si, visit www.
marfam.org.za, e-mail info@marfam.org.za Call Toni 0825521275
for parish talks and retreats for
various family groups.

and should be done with patience,
consideration and acceptance.
Violence towards the elderly is
a hurtful negative trait that does
happen in human families, but
also in other realms of nature.
In his message on the occasion of the 2nd World Day for
Grandparents and the elderly Pope
Francis writes: Dear grandparents,
dear elderly persons, we are called
to be artisans of the revolution of
tenderness in our world! Let us
do so by learning to make ever
more frequent and better use of
the most valuable instrument at
our disposal and, indeed, the one
best suited to our age: prayer. Our
world is passing through a time of
trial and testing, beginning with
the sudden, violent outbreak of
the pandemic, and then by a war
that is harming peace and development on a global scale. Nor is it
a coincidence that war is returning

Toni Rowland
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and institutions of one biblical period and those of another,
often between the Old Testament
and the New Testament. “There
are also comparisons in the Old
Testament but these are less common,” he added.
He went on to give examples
of Jesus Himself using typological teaching showing that there
can be dissimilarities.
- The serpent lifted in the desert
(John 3: 14-16, Numbers 21:
5-9). Here Jesus is teaching
that we are bitten by sin symbolically.
- Sign of Jonah (Matthew 12:
39-41; 16: 4, Luke 11: 29-32
and Jonah 1: 1-2; 11).
Fr Mareko added: “In chapter
6 of John’s Gospel, Jesus stresses
how important it is to eat His
Body and drink His Blood. He
faces a pastoral disaster as people
refuse to listen to the “cannibalistic” teaching and go away leaving

Him with the confused apostles.
“Jesus does not try to save the
situation, instead He asks them:
‘What about you? Do you also
want to go away?’ This proves
that Jesus meant what He said and
said what He meant.
“We can admire the answer
of Peter who still doesn’t understand, however, trusts Him
completely.
“Master, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal
life. We have come to believe and
are convinced that you are the
Holy One of God,” Peter said.
“The way we pray leads to
the way we believe. If we believe
in the real presence of Jesus
Christ in the Holy Eucharist, it
will be evident in the language
we use and our acts of reverence
before the Blessed Sacrament,”
Fr Mareko concluded.

Lerato Mohone

The Special Religious Development (SPRED) team from
Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia.

SPRED Rivonia is up-and-running
Mike Callaghan, Cherryl Brooke, Elvira Rohrbeck, Diane Williams,
Rene Minnaar, Jennifer David, Lindiwe Shongwe, Rene Munisami,
(Irene Moetsana-Moeng, not in the photo) with the office team Deborah
Sebuse and Ntsoaki Makhetha.
They recently received a SPRED revision training course to accommodate the newly-joined Catechists, so the group is up and running. We
encourage parents in the surrounding areas desiring their loved ones to
belong, to kindly contact: Cherryl Brooke 083 307 9453

Thank you, Papa

On Father’s Day, the Catholic Women’s League of St Theresa, Zondi
decided to show a special appreciation to Styles Makhoba who is dedicated and works tirelessly for the Church. We love and respect you, Baba.
May God bless you abundantly.
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SHRINE NEWS

Fundraising
Friends of the Shrine raised extra funds by hosting
a Chicken Fiesta held on Saturday, 28 June
at St Joseph, Actonville and on Saturday, 5 June
at Regina Mundi, Moroka. People enjoyed themselves
as they visited stalls for refreshments, music
and games galore.

Closing the month of Mary
at the Shrine

Fr Nkosinathi said we can all
trust our Mother when in times of
despair, hopelessness, anxiety
riends of the Shrine joined the
especially during times of diffiparish of St James, Magaliesculties in families, lives, workburg in celebrating the closing of
place, people affected by unemthe Month of Mary on the last Sun- ployment. As we continue to pray
day of the month. Mass was celefor the success of the Shrine, we
brated at the Shrine in the absence
ask Mother Mary to untie all the
of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI
knots that hinder success.
who had other commitments. It was
Everybody had the opportuniled by Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde. The ty to place a candle representing
congregation prayed to Mary, our
their intention. The group also
Mother will watch over them, inter- remembered Lebo Majahe who
cede for them, but most of untie the was passionate about the project
knots in their lives. In his homily
of the Shrine.

F

Ngqungquthela for the Shrine

A fundraising event for the Mother of Mercy Shrine, Magaliesburg
was held on 11 June at the Cathedral Hall. It was well-attended and
wonderful as always with various organisations cheerfully giving
their contributions.
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YOUTH NEWS
Youth of Bophelong
back in full force
The youth of Our Lady Queen of Peace, Bophelong was recently reestablished under the care of Puleng Masengeni and Agnes Moranye.
It took a while to have youth participation in the Church. The Mass
was led by Fr Nkosana Nhlapho OFM.
Dieketseng Mpakane

Enrolment Mass of
the Children of Mary Sodality
Seven girls and one boy were enrolled into the Children of Mary Sodality at
Holy Rosary, Phiri in the first quarter of the year. Mass was led by
parish priest, Fr Simon Donnelly who had
prepared them with a day’s retreat and
the sacrament of Confession on the Saturday before the enrolment. However, all
members attended the retreat. Pictured
left is their guide, Puseletso Ngwenya.

Catholic Schools
in Gauteng
annual
gathering

Episcopal vicar of education,
Fr Sebakata Solomon Mphela ofm
(above) with teachers and principals of Pretoria and Johannesburg
Archdioceses.

E

ncountering in gratitude –
this was the theme of the
annual gathering for
Catholic Schools in Gauteng.
In his address to the teachers,

episcopal vicar of education,
Fr Sekabata Solomon Mphela
OFM said, “Our vocation is to
teach. The success of our
mission, how we carry out our
vocation, depends very much on
understanding, the conviction of
our identity. If we are not clear
about our identity of what it
means to be a teacher, it will be
quite impossible for us to
effectively carry out our mission.
“We know today how difficult
it can be to be a teacher. Not only
is it just telling others about the
ultimate good, but first being
able to experience it, to live it out
for ourselves, to be able to be
convincing in passing it on to
others.”
He ended his message by

saying to the teachers: “We pray
for all our teachers, as well as
our students. We pray principally
for our teachers that they never
get tired of ministering to the
students they are called to; that
they never get too tired to
express the love of God in their
own lives, especially in moments
when they are burdened, tired,
sometimes even perhaps
rejected. We pray today that God
will continue to send as many
good teachers who will be
desiring to communicate much
more than knowledge but would
be desiring to share their lives
and to share God with their
students,” he added.

Masolenyana celebrate
their patron saint

Celebration of Pentecost Sunday

M

The Confirmation Class of
2022 from Our Lady of
Assumption, Molapo presented the seven gifts of the
Holy Spirit by wearing
crowns on their heads,
symbolising each gift and
presenting its meaning on
Pentecost Sunday. Mass
was led by Fr Sicelo Libanje
OMI.

Nesta Tsamaesi

asolenyana a Kriste Morena
had a very spiritual and fun
weekend on the first weekend of
June as they celebrated their
patron saint, Maria Goretti at
Don Bosco.
Mass was led by Fr Tlaile
Lingoane SDB, Thoi Nguyen
SDB and Fr Nkosana Nhlapo
OFM, the spiritual director of the
sodality in the Vaal deanery.
The executive members are:
Buhle Bokaba, chairperson;
Kamogelo Mbatha, vice chairperson;
Khanya Shabangu, secretary; Thato Tau,
vice secretary; Karabo Mpakane, treasurer;
and Basetsana Tshabalala, Karabo Mphulenyane and Nandipha Kenqa are additional members.
Guides are Tshenolo Mosola, chairperson; Matshebeletso Sibisi, Clarinah Possa,
treasurers; and Haeletso Motseko is an
additional member who all formed part of
the celebrations.
Matshebeletso Sibisi

Zondi’s new parish pastoral council
executive committee

The introduction of the newlyelected parish pastoral council
executive committee of
St Theresa, Zondi. Chairperson
- Nomaswazi Simelane, Vice
Chairperson - Sabelo Ndlovu,
Secretary - Simphiwe Mahlangu,
Catechist - Zenani Mashinini and
additional members Seipati
Nyoni, Richard Mtshali and
Zoyisile Ngetu.

Styles Makhoba
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Daughters of St Anne
Sodality goes to the polls

Outgoing executive committee members, Khosi
Lunga, Motshabi Mokgele, Nkgopeleng Nkosi and
Lala Jiyane thanked members for allowing them to
serve the Sodality.

Members sing a song to the Holy
Spirit to enlighten their minds ahead
of casting the ballots.
A voter casts her ballot
behind a voting booth.

Priscilla Mashaba displays empty ballot
boxes which she soon after sealed.

A member places her ballot paper
in the sealed ballot box.
After ballots were tabulated, seven
with two additional members who
received the highest number of
votes, were elected to serve on the
executive committee.

Sacred Heart
Sodality
welcomes new
members

Presiding officer, Lydia Mashaba
consults with spiritual director, Fr
Nkosinathi Nkabinde who observed
the election process from a distance.

Enrolment into
the Immaculate
Conception
Sodality

An enrolment ceremony of new
Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality
members was held at St Joseph’s,
Mokoena on Saturday, 4 June.
Mass was said by the spiritual
director, Fr Tente Sompane SCJ.

t is election season all-round in
the Church. As with any institutions, God’s mission needs
people who do not bury their talents
appointed to the various leadership
structures. Unfortunately, sometimes
in the process of electing the office
bearers for the new term, the charge is
made that the elections are not free,
fair and democratic.
To resolve this, spiritual director of
the Daughters of St Anne Sodality,
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde, introduced a
new electoral system when the Sodality held its
polls at Regina Mundi on the afternoon of Sunday,
22 May.
Welcome remarks and prayer were said by parish
priest and Soweto Deanery DOSA spiritual director,
Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI.
“I have enlisted the help of Pastoral Plan Mandate
whose members have sound knowledge of voting
procedures and have, over the years, amassed a
combined experience of over three decades,”
explained Fr Nkosinathi.
He went on to call for “servant leadership
modelled after the Master, Jesus, who as you’d
recall on Holy Thursday, took a towel and wrapped
it around his waist and washed his disciples’ feet”.
Each member had the opportunity to cast a vote
for the names and pictures of the persons of her
choice in a voting booth. As soon as voting was
complete, the ballots were tabulated, and the
seven members who received the highest number of
votes were elected to serve on the committee.
However, the elected ladies found themselves at
an impasse as to who would fill various roles.
They had to choose amongst themselves, taking
into consideration their gifts and talents as to who
would best fill the various capacities of leadership.
The new executive will be commissioned at a date
to be released.
The dual purpose of the Sodality is personal
sanctification and apostolic work.

Ratanda and
Heidelberg
congratulate
Fr Joseph on new
approintment

Pictures by Abram Nzukula

Veronica Pieterson from Holy
Family, Spruitview, Aletta Mokati
from Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
Thokoza and Cindy Mndaweni
from St Albert, Vosloorus were
enrolled into the Immaculate
Conception Sodality at Our Lady
of Mount Carmel, Thokoza on
Saturday, 28 May.
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O

n Pentecost Sunday,
Fr Joseph Luyombya celebrated his last Mass as our parish
priest at Seven Holy Founders,
Ratanda and Our Lady of Grace,
Heidelberg.
He served these parishes from
July 2014 until 7 June. He is leaving for Uganda where he has been
appointed the Superior of
the Servites Order in East
Central and Southern Africa.
During his homily, he prepared his emotional goodbye
message to the congregation, telling them how good
it had been serving the
community for the past
eight years. Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale, Fr Aloysius
Ssegwanyi, Fr Grace OSM
both from Nigel and
Fr Steven from Klerksdorp all
came to bid him farewell.
Thabiso Kubheka

Catholic women organisations
rally together to support KZN
flood victims – continued from

page 1.

Coordinator of the proceedings
and of the donations who also
ensures that supplies go to the
right hands, Mahadi Buthelezi,
has, on several occasions, been to
KwaZulu-Natal to see the situation
first-hand. She described the
devastation and suffering as one
she had never seen before. She
spoke of stories of great loss and
suffering. One was of a four-yearold exhibiting post-traumatic stress
syndrome symptoms after he was
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Lerato Mohone

buried under debris and of a
family who lost 10 members. In
addition to material needs and
housing, counselling is one of the
top priorities, she said.
The St Anne Sodality executive
committee donated food parcel
vouchers to the value of R50 000
and clothing and blankets to the
value of R40 000.
The handover in Mariannhill
took place on Saturday, 25 June.
See the August edition of
ADNews for pictures.
See also page 8.
Lerato Mohone
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Celebration of the Solemnity
of Corpus Christi

Parish priest, Fr Ndumiso
Jiyane OMI held the monstrance for the procession.

Br Morena Phandliwe OMI from the Archdiocese of
Bloemfontein with one of the young people from the
parish, Kamohelo Mokhethi. Br Morena is a third year
Philosophy student at Cedara. He is doing his pastoral
work at St Margaret/ Immaculate Conception, Diepkloof. At the parish, he has been tasked to work with the
youth which is an assignment he “looks forward to with
great anticipation”.

Candle lighting for the
dearly departed fathers.

Blessed by Fr Ndumiso Jiyane is the
parish’s altar server committee. They
are Naledi Mosehle, (third from left,
Chairperson), Paseka Baloyi (Deputy
Chairperson), Kamogelo Bombwe
(Secretary), Nolwazi Mthunzi (Deputy
secretary - not in picture), Kutlwano
Hlatshwayo (Treasurer) and additional members Tshegofatso Mathibedi and Thato Modiba.

T

he parish of St Margaret/
Immaculate Conception,
Diepkloof, celebrated the
Solemnity of the Most Holy

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
with a solemn procession
through the streets of the
neighbourhood. Led by parish

priest, Fr Ndumiso Jiyane OMI,
who was assisted by Br Morena
Phandliwe OMI and altar
servers, the procession made its

way from the Diepkloof clinic to
the church.
This was followed by adoration, benediction and divine
praises before the start of Mass.
To also mark Father’s Day, the
parish remembered and paid
homage to gallant men who have
played a fatherly role in each
person’s life and have since left
this world. These included
Oblate priests who went beyond
the call of spiritual fatherhood to
the parishioners. Their names
were attached to the cloth of the

Eucharistic table where, with the
power of the Holy Spirit, they
used to transform bread and
wine into the Body and Blood
of Jesus Christ.
They are Frs Patrick MacInerncy, Edward Kelly, Yves
Leger, Stanley Tebele, Paul
Winters and Patrick Maselwane.
The new altar servers’ executive committee was introduced
by the Chairperson, Naledi
Mosehle. This was followed by
the blessing and commissioning
by Fr Ndumiso.
Lerato Mohone

Remembering
all mothers who
have been called
to heaven

I

t was a sombre and touching
moment for all parishioners who
remembered their deceased
mothers at St Peter Claver, Pimville
on Sunday, 30 May.
This was a healing exercise, and
mostly a sense of gratitude and also
much-needed closure for those still
mourning and battling to come to
terms with the loss of a beloved
mother.

Renewing their commitment
The Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality members renew their commitment
with the lighting of a candle at Our Lady of Victories, Doornkop on the
First Sunday of June.
Fikile Nyembe

Catholic Men’s
Forum gather at
Celebrating the Solemnity of the Magaliesburg

Ascension of the Lord

The Catholic Men’s Forum gathered at St James, Magaliesburg
on Saturday, 21 May. The
day started with Mass
celebrated by Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde. It was
followed by adoration
and a tour of the Mother
of Mercy Shrine,
Magaliesburg.

PPC Pimville
The new parish pastoral council
of St Peter Claver, Pimville was
introduced to parishioners on
Sunday, 15 May. They are, from
left: John Pelo, Mampho Mohau,
Tshidi Mahasha, Busi Futha,
Fr Bonya Mkhize OMI and
Sr Bastine.

The parish of St Martin de Porres, Orlando West celebrated the great
solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord on Sunday, 29 May. Mass was said
by Fr Rampe Hlobo SJ. He was assisted by visiting priests Fr Alex Dakamire SJ, Fr Emmanuel Kaparasa SJ and Fr Frank Taruwona SJ.
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WUCWO CELEBRATIONS

… Protea
Left: Hilda Mohlala giving a talk on
World Union of Catholic Women’s
Organisation (WUWCO) to all women
who attended the Mass at Blessed
Isidore Bakanja, Protea Glen.
Below: Fr Tshepo Duik with parishioners who attended the Mass. He
prayed for all women around the
world, thanking them for their hard
work in the parishes, homes and
communities.
Hilda Mohlala

B

CWL leads the third
Glorious Mysteries

lessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea Glen Catholic
Women’s League led the Third Glorious
Mystery during the May Crowning of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on Sunday, 15 May.
The Third Glorious Mystery: The Descent of the
Holy Spirit Acts 2:1-4 – When the day of Pentecost
had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of
a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they
were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as
of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance.
The Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles
while gathered in the upper room. Many symbols
are associated with the Holy Spirit — wind, fire,
and breath. Knowing the coronavirus affects the

lungs, let us pray for those unable to breathe on
their own right now, that the Holy Spirit will fill
their lungs with the gift of breath, life, and healing.

Vaal deanery
pastoral council

T

… Orlando

he Vaal Deanery Pastoral
Council executive committee
was elected on Saturday, 21 May.
They are: Chairperson - Donald
Farmworth, Vanderbijlpark; Vice
Chairperson - Mabaso Emmanuel,
Sebokeng Zone 14; Secretary Pontso Mokoena, Vereeniging;
Vice Secretary - Leah Jankie,
Nyolohelo, Sebokeng Zone 12.
Additional members - Ms Nhlapho, St Benedict the Black,
Sebokeng Zone 3 and Tshidi
Phate, St Joseph the Worker,
Boipatong.

Discalced
Carmelites
provincial visits
Kempton Park
parish

The Catholic Women’s League at St Martin de Porres, Orlando West
held a successful annual World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisation (WUWCO) Mass on Saturday, 30 May. The theme was, “Let Us
Respond To The Call To Holiness”. Mass was presided over by Fr
Rampe Hlobo SJ.

Fr George Santhumayor,
Carmelite Provincial superior of
the Discalced Carmelites visited
Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton
Park. He presided over Mass on
Sunday, 29 May.

… Mofolo
St Pius X, Mofolo celebrated WUCWO Mass led by parish priest,
Fr Godwin Garuba MSP whilst Innocentia Daniels (white top, middle)
celebrated her 84th birthday on 14 May.
Zandile Ngubeni

We celebrate with our priests and deacons
Pray for the clergy
celebrating their birthdays
and anniversaries of their
ordination.
Ordinations

Oblate novices visit Pimville
The Oblates of Mary Immaculate novices from the Germiston
Novitiate visited St Peter Claver, Pimville on 15 May with Fr Rodney
George OMI. They are pictured above with Sr Bastine.The brothers
come from Zambia, Ghana, KwaZulu-Natal and Kagiso.
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01-07-62 Fr Peter Doherty
02-07-16 Fr John Thembo
02-07-00 Fr Jean Yammine
02-07-06 Fr Charbel Habchi
03-07-60 Fr John Coleman
04-07-70 Fr Michael Austin
04-07-92 Fr Raymond McQuarrie
04-07-09 Fr Paul Namono
05-07-80 Fr Mariano Perez
Gonzalez
11-07-15 Fr Donald McLoughlin
11-07-15 Fr Achille Soungou
Ebana
12-07-73 Fr David Dryden
12-07-75 Fr Brain Connolly

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

13-07-97 Fr Maurice Chidiac
15-07-00 Fr Anthony Obadina
15-07-06 Fr Uzochukwu Ohanele
21-07-06 Fr Emmanuel
Kagimbangabo
22-07-95 Fr Eugene Oguamanam
25-07-15 Fr Lawrence Ndlovu
26-07-92 Fr Augustine Khanyile
Birthdays in July

2nd
3rd
6th
16th
18th
19th
21st
24th
25th
27th
29th

Fr Richard Stonier
Fr Joseph Luyombya
Fr Andrew Knott
Fr Hyacinth Ennis
Fr Ignatius Fidgeon
Fr Arnaldo Nyathi
Fr Jeff Jawaheer
Fr Sean Murphy
Fr Arun D’Mello
Fr Thabo Mothiba
Fr Theodore Macupe
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The APC in summary
– continued from page 1.

There was also a concern for
marginalised groups at this Synod
– women, the LGBTQI+ group,
people with disabilities, the poor,
the homeless and migrants.
The Archbishop said he had
suggested himself that included in
Synod discussions should be
three extra concerns; women
equality and participation.
“Secondly, I would have loved
to see the question of ancestors
within the African community
being formally considered in our
discussions. Many African
Catholics still believe very much
in ancestors and, they still consult
traditional healers. I am yet to
come across Africans who would
condemn outrightly the practise
of ancestor veneration. If we are
trained in basic theology, we will
be given tools to be able to assess
our own traditional beliefs to see
what is valid in it and what is not,
what is culture and what is faith.
Is there a way of distinguishing
the two or not? he asked.
The third thing we should pay
more attention to, as encouraged
by Pope Francis’ encyclical letter
Laudato Si, issues of the
environment should be discussed
formally in our parishes.
Something should be done
about the dirt and stench
especially in parishes within
informal settlements.
A summarised document on the
outcomes of the Synod will be
available on the Archdiocesan
website.

Parish Finance Committee
Parish Finance Committees now
ought to be elected in the same
way parish councils are. There
should be cooperation between
the two committees and also with
the priest.
We need to create a culture of
accountability. It becomes your
responsibility to ensure that there
are regular reports and
accounting.

Cause for canonisation
The church has sent information
about this couple, Domitilla and
Danny, who built a home for
children with intellectual
disabilities.
“We wrote to the Congregation
for Causes of Saints asked
whether there was any objection
to investigating their lives to see
if they lived a life of charity and
compassion to a heroic degree
and if they could be considered
worthy of sainthood.”
Various commissions have
been established. Rome has said
they do not have objections and
so what is currently happening is
interviews with people who knew
this couple.
“I have informed priests about
the project. Most did not respond
to the invitation, I only heard
from two parishes. This process
has cost implications as we have
to employ secretaries who will
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transcribe interviews, put together
prayer cards which we will sell
for R5 as we need to raise funds
to do this.”
The Archbishop used the
opportunity to drive home a point
that he does not like that his
messages are not relayed to the
lay faithful.

Parishes full-time
employees
Together with the vicar general,
Fr Paul Beukes OMI, we have
written a letter requesting
parishes to send us a copy of the
employment contracts they
entered into with permanent staff.
The Archdiocese is trying to
formulate a policy to avoid the
exploitation of people. Once a
parish employs someone
permanently, they should be
willing to reward the person
accordingly.

Archdiocesan Meeting
of Families
The Archdiocese, along with
other dioceses around the world
will participate the World
Meeting of Families, reminded
Episcopal Vicar for
Evangelisation, Fr Bruce Botha
SJ.
Mother of Mercy Shrine
Chairperson of the Friends of the
Shrine Fundraising Committee,
Tshepo Mofokeng gave an update
on the Shrine developments.
Construction is underway and
the Pastoral Centre has been
refurbished. As from 1 July,
people can use it for retreats and
activities. Plans are to finish in
December.
Joyce Maphisa gave a report on
fundraising initiatives. She listed
them as follows:
Saturday, 2 July Music
Extravaganza at Regina Mundi,
Moroka at R200 for VIPs, R150
general and R50 for children;
Saturday, 3 September - an 8
km Fun Walk in Regina Mundi.
Registration including T-shirt is
R200;
Saturday, 24 September Cultural Day with traditional food
and attires at R300 per ticket;
Saturday, 1 October - wine
tasting with a meal at Ghazal,
Melrose Arch. Tickets available
at R300;
Saturday, 5 November - the
second instalment of the AllWhite Party – R300 per head; and
a Toyota Corolla Cross 2022
raffle draw at R100 per ticket in
February.
Fr Bruce informed the
gathering that APC meetings are
held every quarter and that they
are looking forward to inviting
vicars of departments to give an
overview of their mandates and
what they are responsible for.
The new office bearers were
commissioned by Archbishop
Buti.
The meeting ended with a
prayer and blessing by Archbishop Buti.
Lerato Mohone

T

he office of Divine Liturgy and
Worship hosted a workshop for
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion on the eve of the feast
of Corpus Christi. It was held at the
Cathedral Hall and facilitated by
Sr Judy Coyle IHM and Fr Tshepo
Duik. A great gift has been given to
us in the Eucharist. For centuries
people used to receive only once a
year, said Sr Judy during her talk.
St Therese desired to receive
the Eucharist frequently. Frequent
communion, week after week, or
day after day, was not common
during her time. This is something
we take for granted.
She said taking the Blessed
Sacrament to those who are sick
and homebound and cannot be at
Mass was a unique gift. The intent
is always to grow in our understanding and appreciation of this gift.
Group Activity
Participants were divided into
groups and discussed the following
questions among themselves:
• What does the Eucharist mean to
me?
• How can you support one another
as ministers in the parish?
• Have ever ministered Eucharist to
a sick person at home or hospital?
How was the experience? How
did the sick person react?
• What are the challenges you have
faced in ministering the Eucharist
at home or hospital? How did you
overcome those challenges?
• What are the suggestions for
distributing Holy Communion in
a meaningful way at home?
• What should I do if the person
asks to make confession?
• At what point do I recommend
the sacrament of the anointing of
the sick?
The workshop ended with
adoration in the Cathedral led by
episcopal vicar for liturgy, Fr Boshom
Mpetsheni .

Seeking safety is a right
– continued from page 1.

Refugees have a right to seek
employment in the host country.
Refugees are often among foreign
truck drivers who are harassed
and violently prevented from
carrying out their duties. This violates their right to employment. In
South Africa, this equally applies
to refugees whose businesses are
set alight during service delivery
protests across the country.
Admittedly refugees have
to compete strenuously against
many job-seekers who have
migrated from the countryside to
urban areas in search of work. But
then there are also the many who
come from neighboring countries
and other countries. They also
seek better opportunities. The
scramble for work is fierce.
In South Africa people on the
move, without distinction if they
are migrants and refugees, have
experienced rejection, harsh treatment and being named “foreigners” with negative connotations.
They have been called “outsiders”, the “unwanted” even though
some of them have been here
since the dawn of the South
African democracy, 27 years ago.
They have been falsely accused
of “stealing” jobs that should be
given to local people. When there
are “service delivery” protests,
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Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy
Communion
workshop

Sr Judy
Coyle IHM

Participants during
group discussions.

Fr Boshom Mpetsheni
leading the Adoration.

Head of Liturgy Department,
Annastacia Mphuthi together with
Sr Judy Coyle IHM facilitated the
question-and- answer session.

that is, violent complaints about
the provision of water, electricity,
housing, roads etc. people on the
move become scapegoats. They
bear the brunt of the anger of
local people. Their stores are
often looted and even set alight.
They are accused of selling drugs
and are said to be involved in
human trafficking. These are
extremely harmful generalisations
that tarnish the image of the
Southern African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference SACBC Migrants & Refugees Office
Forcibly displaced people have
been thoroughly victimised and
turned into scapegoats for the
short-comings of the socio-economic system and political leadership of South Africa. On the
whole, people on the move
strongly feel that their human
rights are trampled upon and their
human dignity violated. They
have this deep desire to confront
their fellow-Christians about the
many negative experiences that
pain them. As the church we
should continue to create platform where there will be mutually respectful dialogue between
the host community and the forcibly displaced persons. Assisting
refugees to develop attitudes and
skills needed to successfully
adapt to the new society, by
becoming open-minded towards
new and different cultural norms,

Fr Tshepo Duik during his
presentation.

especially women that might
encounter more social and cultural barriers.
We cannot forget that refugees can become ambassadors
of peace, solidarity, and social
friendship if we give them a
chance. This can be taken up by
dioceses and parishes by operating counselling centres that can
help refugees make appropriate
choices, thus addressing unrealistic or false expectations and
misinformation with accurate and
reliable information.
Members of the host country,
on this Refugees Day, should
humbly recall, that all human
beings have been created in the
image of God and that we are our
brother’s and sister’s keeper. This
imposes a biblical and moral obligation on us all to be inclusive in
our relationships with each other
especially concerning refugees.
+ Buti Tlhagale, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Johannesburg
Member of the UNCHRReligions for Peace
Multi-Religious Council of Leaders

For more information:
Sr Maria de Lurdes
+27 79 167 2928
email: mlrissini@sacbc.org.za
Fr Rampe Hlobo
+27 82 549 1285
email: rampehlobo@hotmail.com
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