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Fr Peter Doherty with Vicar General of the Archdiocese, Fr Paul Beukes
OMI at the 60th anniversary celebrations.

Child prodigy astounds with
musical abilities

T

he church drummer or any
other instrumentalist’s
primary duty is that of
being a servant, not a performer.
It would be wrong to have drums
in church if those drums and/or
the drummer are the focus of
attention rather than the One to
whom the songs are addressed. If
the beat is so overpowering that it
draws attention to itself, then
drums may be detracting from,
rather than adding to the worship
experience. Five-year-old Seano
Montwedi seems to be aware of
these intricacies.
Seano belongs to St Pius X,
Mofolo and usually plays drums
oftentimes singlehandedly when it
is the adult choir’s turn to animate
the liturgy.
With his talent he also enhanced
the celebration of the Eucharist
for First Holy Communion candidates on Saturday, 9 July at the
Cathedral.
He also seemed to understand
the rubrics of the Mass, taking
into the consideration the environment, the atmosphere and observing moments of contemplation
and silence.
His mother, Mmamontwedi,
said they almost did not make it
to the Mass as he was agonising
over a toothache and she had
decided that it was best they
consult a dentist.
When she asked him about the
toothache after the celebration of
Mass, Seano said: “I have seen
Jesus, I am okay”.
She hastened to explain that by
“Jesus” he meant “father”.
His personal encounter with
Jesus in whatever form during
Mass had to result in his healing
because the talents God gives to
us are a gift to be used for His
glory.
The grade R learner at St John
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T

hese are the words used
by Fr Paul Beukes, Vicar
General of the Archdiocese at the celebration of the 60th
anniversary in the priesthood of
Fr Peter Doherty.
The event was held at Our
Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia,
which Fr Peter was responsible
for building. When he got to
the church he arranged for the
building. A bench has now been
dedicated to him in his honour.
“We are blessed to be able
to celebrate this joyous occasion

Berchmans Catholic School in
Orlando East taught himself how
to play drums at two-and-halfyears-old.
“I must admit that he has
almost damaged my eardrums and
his grandmother’s pots have taken
a knock,” smiled Mmamontwedi.
That said, she continues to nurture
his talent and has recently bought
him his own drum as a Christmas
present which he affectionately
named Lesedi.
Earlier in the year this child
prodigy was invited to an audition
by the renowned Morris Isaacson
School for Music. The centre
teaches 18 instruments through a
curriculum of one-on-one
individual lessons, music theory,
choir and ensemble classes.
Continued on page 5.

of priestly ordination of
Fr Peter, a Diocesan priest who
was ordained by the late Bishop
Hugh Boyle at Christ the King
Cathedral on 1 July 1962. Fr
Peter celebrated his first Mass
at Our Lady of the Wayside in
Maryvale on 2 July 1962. He
spent his priestly years serving
the Archdiocese of Johannesburg.
“I received an appointment
from Bishop Hugh Boyle to the
Cathedral in 1963, having attended the Seminary in Pretoria
for six years. The administrator
and three assistants made up
the staff at the Cathedral. The
ministry was very varied. The
secretary worked mornings only,
so as staff, we were answering
the door a lot. We each took a period of six months to work at the
hospitals. We said morning Mass
at Koch Street at Marist Brothers
which was in End Street, Johannesburg.”
He goes on to recall “One
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“You are a hero”

– Fr Paul Beukes

Fr Peter
Doherty

The new Rivonia church.
Five-year-old Seano Montwedi
with his seven-month-old drum
named Lesedi.
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A 1000
Hail Marys

Heart Candy
Workshop

morning at 2am, I heard the door
bell ringing, I went down and
found two chaps at the door,
obviously ending a night on
the town, I asked “Can I help
you”, “Well father, replied one,
I told my friend you could call a
Catholic priest at any time and he
would respond!”
The presbytery was also open
to visiting priests needing to stay
overnight, so he met a variety of
clergy.
Father spent the next spent two
years as an assistant in Alexandra, between 1966 and 1967 and
worked under the Oblate priest.
“This was a contrast to the
Cathedral and showed me the
ministry requirements in the Diocese. The Holy Cross Sisters ran
a school up to matric, and it made
a good contribution to the people.
The Sunday Masses were well attended. Holy Rosary Sisters were
nursing at the Alexandra Clinic
and also at the hospital in Eden-

vale. The Edenvale community
had an early morning Mass. It
was a bit of an early morning
dash to get there on time!” he
added.
In 1968, Fr Peter was sent to
Vosloorus. The Franciscans had
taken over the parishes in Boksburg, and he was helping them.
There was a weekly after school
catechism session. Four of the
catechism teachers were teaching in the community schools
and were well committed to the
parish catechism.
“Funds were available for
provisions, so each Wednesday,
I would arrive at the parish with
bread and peanut butter so the
pupils had a sandwich before the
class.”
In 1970 he was assigned as
priest-in-charge of Alexandra.
“I felt at home coming back,
but the sad part was that the
Sisters were transferring the
school to Diepkloof and they
moved out in 1971, which was a
great loss! The 16th June Youth
uprising event spilled over into
Alexandra. During this period, I
was unsure of staying overnight
in the presbytery, but soon maintained my presence as normal.
In 1982, Fr Ronnie Kearns OMI,
who recently died, took over in
Alexandra. I spent 1982 in the
Turffontein parish. This was a
year of helping the parish to get
over the tragic death of their
priest. The youth group had a
good relationship with me,” he
said.
In 1983, Fr Peter received an
assignment to St Patrick’s, Benoni. The Dominican Convent
Primary School was a neighbour
to the parish church and they
frequently held their school
Masses in the church.
Continued on page 5.
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Pope’s Intentions: August
Small businesses

; in the midst
We pray for small and medium sized businesses
to continue
of economic and social crisis, may they find ways
operating, and serving their communities.

PATRONAL FEASTS: AUGUST
3rd
4th
8th
11th
12th
15th/19th
21st
22nd
23rd
25th
28th

St Philip Benizi, Meyerton (1960)
St John Vianney. Pray for our seminarians.
St Dominic’s, Boksburg (1910)
St Clare, Orange Farm
Blessed Isadore Bakanja, Protea Glen (1996)
Our Lady of the Assumption, Molapo (1959)
St Pius X, Mofolo (1956)
Mary Queen of the Apostles, Munsieville (1926)
St Rose of Lima, Botleng
St Louis, Thulamntwana
St Augustine, Germiston (1896) and Orange Farm
St Augustine College, Victory Park (1999)
29th St John the Baptist, Brakpan (1918)

Merchandise in support
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine
Nteboheng Tsotetsi
(St Albert’s, Vosloorus),
Veronica Mofokeng,
Dickson Mofokeng,
Nombulelo Sinuma
(Regina Mundi, Moroka)
and Busisiwe Ngele
(Holy Trinity,
Braamfontein).

F

Seminarians’ pastoral visit

ostering a culture of
vocation promotion is not
solely the responsibility of
the episcopal vicar for vocations.
The whole Church should
promote vocations. Seminarians
are also invited to each take
personal responsibility for
attracting men through praying
for vocations, strengthening those
who feel they might want to try
out this vocation and giving
witness to lives that inspire and
attract the young.
On Sunday, 26 June seminarians in various stages of formation at St John Vianney Seminary
and orientation students at
St Francis Xavier Seminary,
Cape Town had their pastoral
visit to Holy Cross, Zola.
“The readings of today are
about vocations. Some are called
to marriage so they can raise
families and others are called to
be doctors so they can heal
people. Then there are some, like
myself and my brother seminarians who are called to the priesthood,” said son of the parish and
one of the senior seminarians,
Br Zipho Ngwenya in his
reflection.
The first reading describes how
Elisha responded when Elijah
invited him to follow him. Elisha
told him that he had things to do,
however, as soon as he realised

Seminarians with parish priest, Fr Joachim Malunga and then outgoing
PPC chairperson, Ntombifuthi Ndlovu.

Br Sechaba Liphoko proclaiming
the Gospel while Fr Joachim
Malunga looks on.

that he was called to be a prophet
he abandoned everything and
heeded the call, he said.
The second reading informs us
that people must free to follow
Christ and should not feel bound
to follow Him. The Gospel
describes the Christian life as a
journey undertaken to follow

Christ, he continued.
“When you are called, you
freely leave everything behind
and follow God’s call as He does
not force anyone. We need to ask
ourselves what is my vocation,
what am I called to? What role
am I supposed to play in people’s
lives,” concluded Br Zipho.
The seminarians served in
various ways – including
preaching and distributing Holy
Communion.
They received toiletries and
money for fuel to go back to the
seminary after being treated to a
scrumptious lunch after Mass.
The parish has intentionally
promoted vocations over the
years and has had several
“Yeses” to the priesthood and a
few to religious life.
Lerato Mohone

Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise
is available at the Chancery.
Golf-shirts bearing the image of St Joseph retail for R300 each.
R50 will be taken as a parish donation for each golf shirt sold.
Winter warmers are still available for R420
and denim jackets for R550.
The Mother of Mercy Shrine sticker is selling for R15.

Young people presented toiletries
and monetary contributions.

Call Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400.

St John Vianney, Pretoria seminarians lead the Procession of the
Word.
“Non affiliation” members joyfully
bring their contributions to the
sanctuary.

Seminarians distributing
Holy Communion.

Make use of our
Archdiocesan website
Looking for contact information
about the Archdiocese of
Johannesburg, events and
organisations?
We have a comprehensive list of
parishes, priests, schools, homes,
creches, shelters, sodalities and
secular orders.
Please submit upcoming events
and news for the website.
The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
You'll hear practical advice
from others who've been there,
what to expect in your grief, how to cope
with life without your spouse and
why it won't always hurt this much.

www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

Brought to you by
St Charles, Victory Park & St Johns,
Northriding
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Heart Candy
Workshop

Coming back to
Church
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

T

he governmental restrictions to slow the spread
of the Coronavirus have
been relaxed to the extent that our
bishops have now reinstated the
obligation for Catholics to celebrate the Eucharist on Sundays
and Holydays. But how should
we mark our return? What about
those who have been away from
church for many years, but who
would now like to come back?
What should they do?
We have not been to Mass since
the start of lockdown. Can we just
start attending again, or do we
need to go through a process?
When we went into “hard lockdown”, the Church lifted what
we know as “Sunday obligation”.
This means that, between March
2019 and June 2022, we did not
fall into sin through not attending Mass. The faithful are now
expected to return to the liturgy.
Many will feel the need to make
their confession before returning to Holy Communion, so the
parishes should make provision
for this. Parishes could, perhaps,
find other ways of helping people
return to communal worship.
Some parishioners would appreciate shared prayer, reflection and
healing. There could also be a
formal celebration to commend
to God all those who have died
during this time when it was not
possible for larger numbers to attend funerals.
I have some family members who
began praying with us again during lockdown and who are now
considering returning to church.
What should we do?
Firstly, make an appointment to
see the parish priest, explaining
briefly why you are coming. The
priest will help you decide what
to do, depending on how long
your relatives have been away
from church and on what has been
going on in their lives during this
time. For some, this will meaning
the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion, while
others may be in need of adult
catechesis, the support of a prayer
group, or maybe even a process to
regularise a marriage. It is to be
hoped that all this will be done in
a spirit of welcoming enthusiasm
and that no one is made to feel
condemned or beyond hope.
In our parish we have adults in
the enquiry class who stopped
attending church in the 1970s
and 1980s and who do not know
whether they were confirmed.
Can they be confirmed at the
Easter Vigil?

August 2022

Confirmation is one of those
sacraments which can be received only once, so each of these
“returnees” should check the
records. Each parish office should
have a register in which all local
confirmations are recorded. Failing this, when a confirmation is
celebrated, the parish is supposed
to notify the places where the
newly confirmed were baptised,
meaning it is recorded there too.
A third place to check would be
the chancery archives, as copies
of all parish registers are meant to
be sent there each year.
I notice that you are from
Soweto. Your parish was in such
upheaval in the 70s and 80s and
ordinary parish life was disrupted, especially for teenagers!
Record keeping was not always
done well, especially as many
parishes did not have a resident
priest. Often, what looks like a
confirmation photograph turns out
to be from a first holy communion. Given all this uncertainty, I
consulted a canon lawyer and can
offer a suggested way forward.
The numbers below refer to
Canon Law.
Baptism is regarded as necessary c.849 and if there is any
doubt about whether baptism has
been received, a “conditional
baptism” is given c.869#1.
Confirmation is one of the
sacraments of initiation into the
Church. It is said to complete
baptism. Catholics who wish to
get married are strongly encouraged to be confirmed first, but it is
not a requirement. Anyone wishing to be ordained would have to
be confirmed, however c. 1033.
If there were any doubt about
a seminarian’s confirmation, a
bishop would confirm the candidate in a private ceremony. Apart
from this, there is no such thing
as “conditional confirmation”.
Anyone returning to the faith
as an adult (already baptised, but
uncertain about being confirmed)
could make confession, be given
a special blessing, and perhaps be
allowed to be the first to receive
Holy Communion on a particular
Sunday, but confirmation would
not be required.

We need more questions
about the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical
abortion), Catholics must be told,
for their eternal welfare, and survival of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/
bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

Fr Vusi Nhlapo
proclaims the Gospel.

Proclaiming the
second reading

Jessica Aguiar from Holy Rosary,
Krugersdorp.

Left: An exercise in
confession was demonstrated using balloons.

Right: Tlhlolo
Mohlala delivers
her presentation
on the Eucharist.

A

n example of what it is like
to go to confession – think
about one or two things you
could have done to offend Jesus.
Blow into the balloon. Apologise
in your hearts, prick the balloons
to show what it is like to have your
sins forgiven. The group together
prayed the Our Father to close off
the session.
To foster a love for Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament from a young
age, the Catechetical Department
hosted “Heart Candy” Workshop for
First Holy Communion candidates. It
was held at the Cathedral on Saturday, 9 June and facilitated by three
young catechists, Tlholo Mohlala
from St Joseph’s, Primrose, Jessica
Aguiar from Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp and Sabrina Jardim from St
Dominic’s, Boksburg.
Heart candy is premised on the
fact that children love candy/sweets.
Imagine they were as crazy about
the consuming the Heart of Jesus
(the Eucharist) as they were about
mere candy?
Given the participants’ age, the
subject was serious but the delivery
was creative, interactive and lighthearted with lots of treats up for
grabs.

Sabrina
Jardim from
St Dominic’s,
Boksburg proclaiming the
second reading.

During the
guided meditation and 30
petitions of
Jesus.

spend more time with Him.
Jesus is more excited to be
received by you. The day you start
receiving His Body and Blood is the
day your life will change forever, she
added.
Confession
When you have hurt someone,
apologising makes things better
and shows that you are really sorry
for what you have done, said
Sabrina on her talk on confession.
The same applies with God.
Confession reconciles us with God
and our family of faith. In James 5:
16 we read, “Therefore confess your
sins to one another and pray for one
another, that you may be healed.”
Reconciliation starts in your heart
– when you are sorry for your sins,
this is called contrition, said Sabrina.
It is about taking some time in
prayer, thinking about not just what
you have done, but also what you
have failed to do. This is also known
as the examination of conscience.

When you sit with the priest who is
standing in for God, it is known as
confession. When you are finished
confessing your sins, the priest will
give you penance. Upon completion
you will receive absolution. If you
are truly sorry for what you have
done, God will forgive all of your
sins.
A short, animated video on confession was aired. The child in the
video was so happy after confession.
This proved that confession is not so
scary after all, and is worth it.
At the end of the workshop,
children received copies of the act
of contrition, which will help them
make a good confession when the
time comes. In the meanwhile, it
also served to helped them to think,
“Have I’ve sinned this way, or maybe
I have offended God that way.”
The workshop was followed by
Mass said by Fr Vusi Nhlapo.
Lerato Mohone
More pics on page 9.

Eucharist
After icebreakers, Tlholo talked
about the Eucharist. She incorporated the Eucharistic miracle investigations that have consistently proven
that the altar bread with the power
of the Holy Spirit truly transforms
into the Flesh and Blood of Jesus,
more specifically, His Heart.
Mass
Jessica admitted that she didn’t like
to go to Mass as a child until she
learned that there was no Holy Communion at home and that at Mass,
we experience heaven as the saints
and angels join us in worship even
though we do not see them.
“How many of you would jump
out of bed to meet Arianna Grande
or Cristiano Ronaldo? ” she asked.
As hands shot into the air she said:
“We should all be jumping out of
bed every Sunday morning to get to
Church because there is someone
way more famous, way more powerful than any one of those celebrities,
Jesus Christ.” There is nothing God
wants more than to be close to us.
And if you are struggling, ask Him
for the desire to love Him and to
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Corpus Christi
celebrations

Sacred Heart
members revive
sodality

Pimville

O

n Sunday, 3 July, members of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus Sodality of
St Theresa, Zondi took an initiative to revive their group by
renewing their vows, after
Covid19 reduced their numbers,
with the passing away of some
members. Others had stopped
going to church. The initiative
proved to be a success as members came in numbers.
We also introduced the Consecration to the Sacred Heart of

Jesus to the church, explaining
that the prayer is not only for the
Sacred Heart members, but for
the entire church. Copies of the
Consecration to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus were issued and everyone was asked to join us in
prayer.

St Theresa Communication Desk

Sacred Heart Aspirant
begins probationary
journey

Commemorating

June 16

The youth of Our Lady of the
Assumption, Molapo commemorated Youth Day with placards
and songs reminding people of
the freedoms we enjoy today.
This took place on Sunday,
19 June.

Pics: Gabriel Selamolele

The community of St Peter Claver, Pimville proceeded through the streets
of the neighbourhood on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. This was
followed by the Holy Mass in the Church. Parish priest, Fr Bonga Mkhize
OMI presided over the proceedings.

Mofolo

Nesta Tsamaesi

The community of St Pius X, Mofolo celebrated the Feast of Corpus Christi
on Sunday, 19 June by processing through the streets and parish priest,
Fr Godwin Garuba MSP blessing the communities around the area with the
Blessed Sacrament.
Zandile Ngubeni

10th Anniversary to the
priesthood celebration

On Sunday, 26 June the Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality of Holy Cross, Zola
rejoiced with Zanele Mabizela as she was given a cross marking the beginning of her probationary journey of one year prior to the being accepted
as a full member.

MARFAM THEME:

G

Sexuality a Family Gift

od looked on his
creation and
was pleased.
Particularly good
was the ability for
creation to evolve
through its reproductive capability. Because
of the special attributes of
humans, including free will,
human sexuality is a special gift
and blessing. In its most profound
expression within marriage, it has
the potential to mirror the unity

of God, love as well as its
creative power. Although
this is an ideal, it is
often poorly presented
and understood. Sex
and sexuality are still
often a taboo subject or
seen negatively. The
consequences of sin, such as
disobedience and the fall of our
first parents (Genesis) have
resulted in less-than-ideal situations and, too often, abuse.
Dealing with issues of women

The celebration of the 10th year anniversary to the priesthood of
Fr Godwin Garuba MSP was held on Saturday, 25 June at the St Pius X,
Mofolo. The church was packed with parishioners, guests including Chief
Jonas Udeji and officials from the Nigerian consulate.
The day started with the celebration of Mass . This was followed by
Zandile Ngubeni
speeches and the presentation of gifts.

and men in isolation ignores
their complementarity.
Changes in human genderrelated matters are being experienced in a variety of ways,
causing confusion and at times
rejection of persons of different
orientations as different attitudes
towards this exist.
Every human person must learn
with perseverance and consistency
and the meaning of his or her body.
Sexuality is not a means of gratification or entertainment, it is an
interpersonal language wherein
the other is taken seriously in his or
her sacred and inviolable dignity.
AL151. Every person regardless of
sexual orientation ought to be
respected in his or her dignity and
treated with consideration while
every sign of unjust discrimination
is to be carefully avoided. AL 250.
The family is the principal agent of
an integral ecology.

Several priests
concelebrated Mass.

Speech by parish parents of Fr Garuba.

Homily by Fr Valentine
Iheanacho, MSP.
Fr Garuba’s guests.

Visit www.marfam.org.za, for
resources, e-mail info@marfam.
org.za to register for the daily
emails.
Call Toni 082 552-1275.
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Pastoral Care for Migrants
and Refugees
Pastoral Care’s volunteer,
Luvuyo, is pictured here happily
serving food to a migrant.
Below: Migrant and refugee
women which the Department of
Pastoral Care sent to be trained,
baking proudly, presenting what
they have made.

S

r Marizete Garbin, Head of the
Department of Pastoral Care
for Migrants and Refugees
and her team, celebrated World
Refugee Day at the Great Hall of
the Cathedral of Christ the King.
In June 60 migrants and refugees
who arrived in South Africa between
2020 and 2022 were assisted by the
Department of Pastoral Care for
Migrants and Refugees to apply for
documents at the Home Affairs
reception offices. Some were
referred to sister organisations such
as SA Human Rights Commission
and ProBono.
The department registered
women interested in the training
programmes available for them, that
is, baking, sewing, hairdressing and
beauty therapy, IsiZulu literacy and
English classes. Every Friday, Sr
Marizete leads prayers to help
women grow in their spiritual life for
a holistic approach of their integration in the host community.
On 20 June, the Department
together with organisations such as
United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, Consortium for
Refugees and Migrants in South
Africa, Centre for the Study of
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Violence and Reconciliation, POSDS,
ProBono, SA Refugee Led-Network
and many others, hosted World
Refugees Day at the Cathedral hall.
The theme was: “Everyone has the
right to seek safety. Whoever,
wher-ever, whenever”. These
organisa-tions showed solidarity in
spreading a message of comfort
and awareness for the migrants and
refugees across the globe. During
the celebration, some refugees
from Rwanda, Burundi, and DR
Congo performed their various
cultural values.
The department also participated
in the graduation ceremony of 30
refugee women who completed the
advanced training course of sewing.
This will enable them to start their
own business.
With the number of requests for
social assistance always increasing,
the Department attended to 70
people from 25 nationalities during
June. The Department of Pastoral
Care also assisted 1182 families
(indirectly: 3357 people) with food
and clothes in its outreach
programme with Bienvenu Shelter.
Sr Marizete Garbin MSCS – HOD: Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees

Following Christ’s call to serve
the poor and the suffering

R

un almost entirely by volunteers, the Society of St Vincent
de Paul is an international Catholic
charity network. It has been
operating in South Africa since 1856
and is a registered non-profit and
public benefit organisation.
Every day, approximately 2 500
members reach out to vulnerable
and marginalised people in their
local community.
Parish committees known as
‘conferences’ are made up of
members from all walks of life who
come together to relieve suffering
and to promote human dignity.
Its preferred option in this mission
of service is to work with the poor in
development, by respecting their
dignity, sharing hope, and

Child progidy astounds with musical
ability – continued from page 1.

Although teachers do not teach
children how to play the drum,
they have allowed him into the
programme.
Ahenfu Cultural Entertainments
(sic), leading entertainment company based in the artsy Maboneng
saw a video shared by his mother
of him playing and invited him to
come play with them.
He was able to blend in well
and as a result it seems like
Christmas has come early for him
this year. The group has manufactured and designed a second drum
for him. His mother hopes they
present it to him on his sixth
birthday on 14 August.

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

encouraging them to take control of
their destiny.
The St Catherine of Siena
conference made its annual project
for Youth Day, to feed over 150
people in the informal settlement of
Kliptown. Living in shacks which are
unbearably cold in winter, this is the
SSVP’s way of warming bellies and
showing care.
Although the society strives for
lasting solutions, its priority is to
ensure that people have access to
the basic necessities, said Gijon Cox
a volunteer from St Catherine’s. On
15 June, her conference handed out
blankets at the Old Age Village in
the area. “Our Oupas and Oumas are
warm for this winter,” Gijon said.
Lerato Mohone

Seano’s other talents include
singing. He also loves to draw,
skateboard and ride his bike. He
has recently started making
speeches at home and demands
that his mother pays attention
when he delivers these monologues. “I am convinced he may
want to pursue a political career.
However, drumming remains his
first passion,” shared Mmamontwedi.
“Be familiar with the music
you’ll be playing. To gain
experience in liturgical or any
other type of music, listen and
practice to it on your own time,”
was his sound advice.
Lerato Mohone

“You are a hero” continued from page 1

“The liturgy was always beautifully conducted, the scripture
well-proclaimed and the bidding
prayers delivered in a meaningful manner. Those young people
are mature women today, but I’m
sure the memory of the school
masses remains with them.”
Fr Peter was active in the
parish and was a Council of the
Knights of Da Gama, as well
as their chaplain. The Catholic
Womens’ League was also active
in the parish.
With his arrival in Benoni, he
had to evaluate the plan already
drawn up to build a facility for
the parish on a site two kilometers
from the church.
“It was really unsettling when
I could not convince myself that
this was the right thing to do and
the project was thus dropped.
These first months in Benoni were
quite worrying for me.
“In 1994 I arrived on the West
Rand Florida, St John the Apostle
Church. Florida had a new church
built by Fr Norman Maroun who
had been senior to me at my time
in the Seminary. In Florida we
also had beautiful school Masses
with the Dominican High school
pupils. Benoni also had a beautiful newchurch, so consequently,
when I arrived in Rivonia in
2006, it occurred to me that
Rivonia might also consider a
new church.” So the new church
of Our Lady of Lourdes was completed in March 2018.
I thank the Lord for the blessings I received in working among
his people, in so many parishes,
and daily ask the Holy Spirit that
the same parishes grow in faith
and community,” he concluded.
Fr Paul thanked Fr Peter for his
long years of service.
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The inaugural Archdiocesan
Meeting of Families

Fr Phuti Makgabo gave an update on the
progress on the journey to
sainthood of the Servants
of God from the Archdiocese,
Domitilla and Danny Hyams.

A moving moment as the youth brought forward a massive Rosary chain made
of balloons with the official song of the World Meeting of Families; “We believe
in love” playing in the background. This set the tone for the consecration of
families to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

T

he inaugural Archdiocesan
Meeting of Families took
place at Bosco Centre,
Walkerville on the memorial of
the Immaculate Heart of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. This was in
response to the invitation from the
Vatican’ Dicastery for Laity,
Family and Life that every diocese
worldwide hosts local initiatives
to mark the 10th edition of the
World Meeting of Families which
concluded in Rome on Sunday,
26 June.
Held every three years, this
international event brings together
families from across the world to
celebrate, pray and reflect upon

the central importance of
marriage and the family as the
cornerstone of our lives, of our
society and of the Church.
The diocesan theme, “Love is
the Way” was directly linked to
the global one of “Family Love: A
Vocation and a Path to Holiness”.
In his reflection on love, faith
and family, Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI urged the faithful
to put love at the centre of every
family as it is what builds a
family.
“There will always be something greater when you love those
who love you. It will always be
superior, because when you are a

member of a family, that is your
vocation: to love those around
you, to fulfil them in their love,
because in fulfilling their love,
you fulfil your own vocation as a
member of the family,” he said.
He referenced St Paul (1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7) saying we can’t
do better than him in our definition of what love is. Families are
supposed to take care of each
other. At times, we care more for
strangers and are less loving to the
ones we are obliged to love, he
said.
He went on to challenge
especially African and Coloured
families, to nurture the vocations
of their children and to ensure that
their children have access to
education. He said it was his wish
that they would rise out of a life
of poverty.
The Archbishop advised
families to consider embarking on
a family retreat to self-medicate
spiritually for the family’s spiritual growth. In doing so, one would
then be maintaining spiritual
health as a family, spiritual
stability as a family, and above all,
peace in the family.
Archbishop Buti exhorted the
faithful to read papal documents

Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI delivering his homily.

on the family such as Pope
Francis’ Amoris Laetitia and
Merciful Judge, Pope John Paul
II’s letter on the family in the
modern world, Familiaris
Consortio.
“I would strongly recommend
that each family should have these
little booklets that can be read to
renew the commitment of
members of the family,” he said.
During the Mass, the Consecration of families to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary also took place.
Fun-packed faith activities,
shows and workshops to entertain
the children as young as three
while helping them to reflect on
the importance of family ran
concurrently with other plenaries.
Everybody was catered for youth of all ages, engaged and
married couples, parents including
grandparents, divorced and
widowed individuals and single
individuals including clergy and
religious.
Bosco Centre provided the ideal
space for intimate and group communion with Lord as there was

The daily life of Heralds of the
Gospel alternates between recollection, study, and prayer, along with
evangelising activities in dioceses and
parishes, with special emphasis given
to the formation of youth. Br Aldo
Leone shared this and more at
his stall.

the “Field of Mercy” where confessors administered the sacrament of reconciliation, conveniently located next to is the
Dominic Savio Chapel wherein
people could have a quiet time
spent in prayer before Jesus present in the Eucharist.
People could also opt for
‘prayer walks’ such as Way of
Light, Way to Calvary and Way to
the Glorious Cross.
The sense of being united as an
Archdiocese again after being cut
off for so long was prevalent and
welcomed by participants who
thought this was a novel way of
celebrating the gift of love and
that of families.

Lerato Mohone

Vicar for Evangelisation, Fr Bruce Botha spoke about the Synod on Synodality
after the celebration of the Eucharist.
The St Cecilia Sodality from the Vaal
Deanery led the faithful in hymns that put
everyone in a prayerful mood.
A child takes a walk following the
children’s plenary in the play area.
This session was managed exceptionally well by Kaylyn Naicker and her
youthful team.

Vuyo Luphondwana from Pastoral
Care was MC for the day and the
Family Festival. Seen here introducing Diane Cilengi from St Therese,
Alberton who performed a song.
Diane also gave a talk on Marriage
and Family Life in the Catholic Church for the junior youth (12 – 16
years) plenary.

Married couple, Rasheed and Mercia
Haseem parishioners of Our Lady of
Fatima, South Hills take time to support the various stalls.

Right: At the Little Eden stall and
promoting the legacy of the
Archdiocese’s Servants of God,
Domitilla and Daniel Hyams
legacy were Naledi (resident) and
Elvira Rohrbeck, care centre
supervisor Elvira Rota Village,
Bapsfontein.

Benita Emmanuel, Hope Emmanuel, Andrea Meyers, Livinus Ugoagwu,
Alice Bangamwabo, Natalie Emmanuel, Samantha Meyers from St Patrick’s,
Larochelle enjoying the festivities.
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Lesedi Tsoaeli cannot believe
her luck as she won a CatholicMe
T-shirt. “And it is my favourite
colour,” she beamed.
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The marriage and
parenting plenary
was for engaged
and married
couples, divorced
and widowed
individuals,
children and youth,
single individuals.

Young people cheering for an act on stage. “Whoever wins is a win for
the Archdiocese,” they said.

Young people, Grace
Nabadda, Katelyn
Intaka, Jennifer-Lee
Moonsammy, Joshua
Levi Rohmann and
Tristan Brooks from
St John’s, Northriding
read the prayers of
the faithful.

Rendering service behind the scenes - Direko Molahlehi sang
in the choir, Fr Tlaile Lingoane SDB ensured the venue was
perfect for this auspicious celebration, Veronica Mofokeng
formed part of the registration team and Greg Palm ensured
the operational aspect of the event was glitch free.

The faithful braved the winter chill and wet weather.

Doting mothers cheered
for every young person.
Enjoying the bright colours, the
different shapes and the swings
is a young Catholic in the kids
play area.

Facilitators of various youth plenaries pictured
with Fr Vusi Nhlapho in black jacket.
Right: Gomolemo Mokobane, Lesedi Tsoali and Promise
Rammeko from Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng get into
the swing of things during the Family Festival. They
assisted with the livestream and taking of photos.

My Jar, My Heart. Teaching children aged 3 to 11 years to fill their hearts
with love, mercy, compassion and forgiveness and to remove all that goes
against these virtues led by Mpumi Mgidlana and Ceaslyn Pienaar.

Young people’s energy was electrifying. They even managed to
get the Archbishop to ‘bust a move’ as he was leaving.

Continued on pae 8.

Participants were treated to performances by some of the talented youngsters
in the Archdiocese. Caitlyn Thomas from
St Thomas, Lenasia delivered an aweinspiring impersonation of the “King of
Pop”. She was crowned as the overall
winner of the Family of Festival.

Left and far left:
Young people held
placards with
messages of hope,
love and fun.
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The inaugural Archdiocesan Meeting
of Families continued
Visiting the Sisters of
Nazareth stall.
Zodwa Shumba and
Nono Zulu, members
of St Martin de Porres, Orlando East
follow the proceedings together.

Joining Vuyo as co-host for
the Family Festival was
loveable Rethabile Tsotetsi,
who is a natural in connecting with audiences, together
with Dillon Naicker from the
Youth Office and Bosco volunteers.

The senior youth plenary facilitators after a successful session
pose for a picture with Sr Kgomotso Moloto MSA.

Family Festival judges keep beady eyes on proceedings. They are from left: Sibahle Mkhonto,
Dean of the Vaal Deanery, Fr Solly Mphela and
Charlotte Palm.

Members of the Catholic Women’s League Vaal
Region promoted their Adoption Society and
Pregnancy Crisis Service. They are from left: Edna
Sibiya, Jane Dikotla, Bonnie Jansen Ncamisile
Matshidza, and Nomthandazo Thusini.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
administered the Sacrament of
Confirmation to candidates at
Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea
Glen on 19 June.
Blessed Isidore Bakanja,
Protea Glen confirmation candidates on a retreat conducted by
parish priest, Fr Tshepo Duik.
This was held at the Linbro Park
Catholic Community on Sunday,
Hilda Mohlala
11 June.

Zodwa Shumba and Nono Zulu, members of
St Martin de Porres, Orlando East follow
proceedings together.

Families participated in the diocesan phase
of the 10th World Meeting of Families
which locally gathered under the theme
“Love is the Way”. The Molusi ‘domestic
church’ from Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton
Park was one of them.

Young Vincentians, Bongani Sithole from Blessed
Joseph Gerard, Freedom Park and Gijon Cox from
St Catherine of Siena, Eldorado Park with a veteran Vincentian Vincent Williams from St Philip
Neri, Moletsane at the Society of St Vincent de
Paul stall.

“The way your kids see you treat your
spouse is how they will treat their own
spouse someday.” A loving embrace
between a couple.

Fr Tshepo Maseko, Fr Vusi Nhlapho, episcopal vicar
for liturgy Fr Boshom Mpetsheni, episcopal vicar for
youth, Fr Abel Maluleka.
Back: Fr Limpho Maoela and Fr Nkosinathi
Mhlambi.

Official
parish
pastoral
council
handover
A special present for
Father on Father’s Day
Fr Bonga Mkhize OMI received a
present from the First Holy Communion candidates on Father’s Day.
Gabriel Selamolele

Daughters of St Anne Sodality in St Theresa, Zondi marked the end of
Youth Month with a series of talks about drugs and substance abuse.
They had speakers from South African National CA and Drug Free World
reaching out to parents and children. They educated congregants about
the dangers of drugs in the society and human development.

Fr Joachim Malunga is flanked by
Phumla Mahlangu (secretary), Zanele
Mabizela (chairperson), Lindokuhle
Masehlele (outgoing secretary) and
Ntombifuthi Ndlovu (outgoing
chairperson).

A

parish pastoral council (PPC)
consists of the parish priest
who presides as an ex-officio member, together with parishioners
elected by the parish community.
The role of the Council is to promote the Church’s mission to live
and communicate the love, values
and teaching of Christ in our world.
The Council shares in the responsibility for the ongoing life and
development of the faith community, working together with parishioners to provide support for their
efforts to live as followers of Christ.
After a presentation of the
successes, challenges and plans of
the outgoing PPC, the incoming
council officially took office on
Sunday, 26 June at Holy Cross,
Zola.

Lerato Mohone
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Missionary Sisters of Charity, Sr Joselle
and Sr Betania with AMOF participant.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Drug and substance abuse talks

8

Young couple active in marriage and
family ministry in the Archdiocese,
Nicole and Xavier Mateman take a
moment to reconnect with former parish
priest, Fr Jorge Guerra cs.
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Members of St Anne Sodality
honour the men of the parish

T

he month of July is
dedicated to St Anne and
St Joachim, the grandparents of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. On the first Sunday of July, the members of St
Anne Sodality from Holy Cross,
Zola inspired by their patron
saint, spoiled the men of the
parish by giving them blankets
to ward off the cold this winter.

Corpus Christi Celebration
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI, led a procession and benediction
for the community of Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea on the
Solemnity of the most precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.
The Archbishop was assisted by parish priest Fr Tshepo Duik.
Seven stations of prayer and reflection on the Blessed Sacrament
were led by different sodalities from the parish.
Hilda Mohlala

The women thanked the men,
most of whom are their significant
others for entering into
sacramental marriages with them
thus enabling them to become
members of their beloved
Sodality.
The St Anne sodality is an
association of Catholic married
women. Its patroness is Saint
Anne, a model for every Catholic
wife and mother; a model of love,
loyalty, care and concern.

Lerato Mohone

Catholic Women’s
League’ South West
regional meeting
On Saturday, 25 June, the Catholic
Women’s League of St Theresa, Zondi
attended the South West Regional
meeting at St Peter Claver, Pimville.
The day started with the recitation of
the Rosary. This was followed by
Benediction. The meeting was very
informative and fruitful.

Nokuthula Ngcobo

Kristo iNkosi Musical
Ensemble visits Pimville

Catholic women donate goods
towards KZN flood relief efforts
St Anne Sodality executive committee and WUCWO board member
present donations to Bishop Neil
Frank OMI.

Fr Chaka Motanyane OP and the Kristo iNkosi Musical Ensemble from
Kwa-Thema visited St Peter Claver, Pimville on Sunday, 3 July. The
children displayed their magnificent marimba talent much to the delight
of the parishioners.
Gabriel Selamolele

Sacraments of
initiation
Velemina and
Nthabiseng

On Sunday, 19 June three
candidates received the
Sacraments of Initiation
– Baptism, Confirmation
and Holy Eucharist. This
was followed by the commissioning of two ladies
as extrao rdinary Ministers
of Holy Communion and
Funeral Ministers.
Candidate with Fr Godwin Garuba, MSP. They are
from left: Innocentia Lebohang Qaphai, Felix Mongezi
Fononda and Phili Thandi Masilela.

Zandile Ngubeni

Heart Candy Workshop continued

Volunteers
pack food
supplies,
bottled
water,
blankets
and clothes.

T

he aim of the St Anne’s Sodality
is to “serve the family, serve the
Church and serve the community”.
Members of the Sodality worked
together to support the KwaZuluNatal flood relief efforts.
In this spirit Sodality’s national
executive committee, together with

We celebrate with our priests and deacons
We celebrate birthdays and
anniversaries of the clergy
listed below. Pray for them.
Ordinations

With great anticipation, youngsters look
forward to the Mass.

Catechists and
candidates in
listening circles.
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Our little geniuses who were not afraid
to get answers wrong.

the executive committee members
from the dioceses of Mariannhill,
Durban and Johan-nesburg
convened at the former diocese on
Saturday, 25 June for the official
handover of food par-cels valued
at R50 000 and other goods such
as water, blankets and clothing
valued at R45 000.
The day started with the
celebration of the Eucharist at the
Mariannhill monastery presided
over by the Sodality’s diocesan
spiritual director, Fr SF Mlaba.
The women then went to the
bishops’ residence where the
donations were stored. They were
welcomed by Bishop Neil Frank
OMI who had encouraging words
about their efforts and bestowed
his blessing upon them, the goods,
the donors and the beneficiaries.
Three victims of the floods were
also present and had supplies
handed to them.
“On behalf of the St Anne’s
Sodality in the diocese, I would like

Fr Jean-Marcel Gatshuya 01-08-99
Fr Jean-Lambert Kalala 01-08-99
Fr Xavier Barongo
03-08-07
Fr Tshepo Lekoko
06-08-16
Fr Hlonepho Nqaba
09-08-21
Fr Paul Beukes
11-08-01
Fr Nobert Munekani
11-08-18
Fr Jeff Jawaheer
23-08-01
Fr George Guera
14-08-10
Fr David Evans
14-08-93
Fr George Okwii
14-08-99
Fr Nathaniel Mwangi
25-08-12
Fr Anthony Egan
31-08-02
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Birthdays in August

1st
5th
5th
9th
9th
10th
13th
13th
14th
14th
14th
15th
18th
18th
24th
26th
28th

Fr Francois Dufour
Fr Jean Yammine
Fr Sicelo Libanje
Fr Jeffrey Johnson
Fr George Okwii
Fr David Dryden
Fr Lawrence Ndlovu
Fr Raymond Matseke
Fr Pierre Chemaly
Fr Russell Pollitt
Fr Boa Thoi Nguyen
Fr Joy Sebastian
Fr Andrew Thomo
Fr Lamec Ciza
Fr Mandla Skhosana
Fr Tshepo Duik
Fr Kifle Kirba

Mahadi
Buthelezi coordinator of the donation drive.

to extend our heartfelt gratitude
the bishops who not only opened
their hearts, but also their doors for
us to store the supplies. A million
thanks to the St Anne’s Sodality
national executive committee and
World Union of Catholic Womens
Organisation (WUCWO) board
member and former National
President of the St Anne’s Sodality,
Fikile Motsa for being a pillar of
support, not only through prayer
and words, but also through
actions.
Last, but not least, this reflects
the Church as whole for its universal call to ‘love God with one’s
whole heart and one’s neighbour as
oneself.’ (Matt. 22:37-40), said
Mariannhill diocese St Anne’s
Sodality president, TB Fakazi.
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“A thousand times
we greet thee”

Father’s Day in Molapo
During a Mass said by Fr Sicelo Libanje OMI, fathers belonging to
the parish of Our Lady of the Assumption, Molapo, were showered
with gifts by the Daughters of Saint Anne Sodality on Father’s Day.
Nesta Tsamaesi

Daberechi Linus Peterson leads the
Glorious Mysteries.
Participants during one of the
mysteries, starting at 8am and
finishing at 5pm.

T

he parish community of the
Cathedral spent the whole
Saturday of 9 July presenting
their petitions to Mother Mary
through the Rosary of the 1000
Hail Marys Super Rosary. Proceedings started at 8am with Holy
Mass led by administrator of the
Cathedral, Fr Michael Seheri. This
was followed by the sacrament
of reconciliation administered by
Fr Michael. He was assisted by
Fr Bruce Botha SJ and Fr Fusi
Khumalo in the recitation of the
Rosary happening simultaneously.
For this devotion, 1000 Hail
Marys are said in the form of a
“Super Rosary” that meditates
carefully upon all the mysteries of
our salvation. This devotion first
sprung up in Brazil following Our
Lady’s apparitions in Montechiari

“My child, greet me a thousand times
and receive a thousand graces.”

and the blessing of peace communicated by Our Lady to Fr Gobbi
on 24 October 1984. The prayer of
the 1000 ‘Hail Marys’ has great
power. More is obtained with one
day of intense prayer than years of
constant discussions. The “Super
Rosary” of the thousand Hail Marys,
with additional sacrifices make up a
day of intense prayer.
How to pray the ‘Super Rosary’:
Each mystery consists of one ‘Our
Father’, 50 ‘Hail Marys’ and one
‘Glory Be’.
Participants pray 20 mysteries
distributed as follows: 20 times the
‘Our Father’, 20 times 50 ‘Hail Marys’,
20 times the ‘Glory Be’, and in this
way they recite a thousand ‘Hail
Marys’.
During the prayer of the Super
Rosary, people carefully and

deliberately meditate upon the
mysteries of the Rosary, that is, the
five Joyful, five Luminous, five
Sorrowful and five Glorious
mysteries. They can also present
different coloured roses for each
mystery to an image of the Blessed
Virgin Mary as was the case during
this prayer.
Other forms of prayer included
the Angelus at noon and Divine
Mercy chaplet at the hour of
mercy. The prayers were peppered
with Marian hymns. The day
concluded with the crowning of
Our Lady with beautifully scented
roses.

In remembrance
of departed
mothers and
fathers

A candlelight service for dearlydeparted fathers and mothers
took place on Sunday, 19 June at
a Mass led by Fr Sicelo Libanje
OMI from Our Lady of the
Assumption, Molapo.

Nesta Tsamaesi

Lerato Mohone

Vaal Deanery
commemorates
Youth Day

T

he youth of the Vaal Deanery
gathered on Thursday,
16 June to commemorate Youth
Day at Bosco Youth Centre,
Walkerville. Fr Tshepo Maseko
was the chief celebrant with youth
chaplain of the deanery, Fr
Emmanuel Kagim-bangabo SDB,
Dean of the Vaal, Fr Solly Mphela
OFM and several other priests
concelebrating. Activities also
included fun and games.
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Solemnity of Corpus
Christi
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Parish priest of Our Lady of the
Assumption, Molapo, Fr Sicelo
Libanje OMI, enters the church
with the monstrance ahead of
the Mass on the Solemnity of
Corpus Christi.
Nesta Tsamaesi
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