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A special blessing birthday

Fr Andrew Knott OMI, parish priest of Blessed Sacrament, Malvern
had the privilege of giving a very special blessing to this beautiful
lady, Dora van Schie, on the occasion of her 100th birthday.

Happy Birthday Dora!

T

which redefine and encourage us
to rebuild our relationship with
each other and our common
home.
Laudato Si’ teaches us that
“everything is connected.”
(LS 91) As our relationship with
our divine Creator has been
neglected, human relationships
have faltered, and our world has
grown hotter, less stable, and
more lifeless. As a result, we all
suffer, and the poorest and most
vulnerable suffer above all. We
face a “complex crisis that is both
social and environmental,” he
said. (LS 139)
The Greening of the Archdiocese is an initiative spearheaded
by the Justice and Peace
Department and was launched
just in time for the Season of
Creation 2022.
Continued on page 2.
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A landmark celebration of the
Feast of Blessed Isidore Bakanja
he Feast of Blessed Isidore
Bakanja (which falls on
12 August in the liturgical
calendar) was celebrated by the
community of Protea Glen on
Sunday, 14 August. This occasion
also provided the opportunity for
the community to celebrate its
belated Silver Jubilee (19962021). The parishioners gave
thanks to God for 25 years of
grace, and for the prayerful and
pastoral Catholic existence in the
area of Protea Glen in Soweto.

Greening the Archdiocese
of Johannesburg

T

SEPTEMBER 2022

– and the belated Silver Jubilee of the
Catholic Parish in Protea Glen

Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI waters
the tree he has just
planted to launch the
Greening of the
Archdiocese for the
Justice and Peace
Department HOD,
Ntlantla Madinane,
Fr Boshom Mpetsheni
and Fr Kgomotso
Sebopela MCCJ look on.

he Archdiocese gathered in
praise and worship, giving
thanks to God for His
mercy and to celebrate the
Solemnity of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, which
for the past two years was not
possible due to the pandemic.
This was held at the Cathedral
on the evening of Friday,
19 August. The celebration of
Mass was preceded by the
planting of two trees next to the
statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI
planted two indigenous Celtis
africana trees to launch the
“Greening of the Archdiocese of
Johannesburg” for 2022 – 2023
ahead of the Mass.
The Archbishop has undertaken
to promote environmental justice
in line with Laudato Si goals
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Fr Tshepo Duik and a parishioner
stand beside a table with the picture
and candle of the Blessed, his relic
and prayer intentions.

Fr Tshepo Duik
is flanked by
Fr Petrus Shiya
and Msgr Simon
Donnelly, the Soweto dean who came
to congratulate the
parish.
Fr Shaun von Lillienfeld and
Fr Tshepo Duik.

This celebration was preceded
by a nine-day novena of Masses
which were celebrated each
evening from 5 to 13 August.
During these days, the relic of Bl
Isidore was exposed for public
veneration.
Together with the novena
intention of thanksgiving to God,
parishioners were also requested
to furnish their personal prayer
petitions into a bowl that was
placed in front of the altar during
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this period, asking Blessed
Isidore to intercede for them.
At the beginning of the Mass,
children from the First Holy
Communion catechism class,
carried an A4-size picture as well
as a candle bearing Bl Isidore’s
image and the parishioners’
prayer intentions’ bowl, accompanied the altar servers and
clergy in the entrance procession.
These items were placed on a
table in front of the altar.

The priest in charge, Fr Tshepo
Duik was joined by Rev Deacon
Monwabisi Ntshudu during the
celebration of Mass. Before the
introductory rites, the Parish
Pastoral Council’s Liturgy
representative, Nokuthula
Mokoena, welcomed all present,
including Fr Tshepo’s family,
friends and the Sisters of the
Companions of St Angela.
Continued on page 7.
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Pope’s Intentions: September
For the abolition of the death penalty

dignity of the
We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the
country.
every
in
human person, may be legally abolished

PATRONAL FEASTS: SEPTEMBER
5th St Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Crystal Park
8th Our Lady’s Birthday. All Marian parishes.
9th St Peter Claver, Pimville (1928)
14th Holy Cross, Zola (1960)
15th Mater Dolorosa, Kensington South (1956); Our Lady of Dolours, Carletonville
(1956) and Our Lady of Sorrows, Nigel (1939)
20th St Andrew Kim, Midrand Korean community (2008)
24th Ss Cosmas and Damian, Cosmo City (2008)
27th St Vincent de Paul Society
29th St Gabriel, Khutsong (1961) and St Michael, Meadowlands (1973)
30th St Jerome, Houghton Croatian community (1993)

Merchandise in support
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine
Nteboheng Tsotetsi
(St Albert’s, Vosloorus),
Veronica Mofokeng,
Dickson Mofokeng,
Nombulelo Sinuma
(Regina Mundi, Moroka)
and Busisiwe Ngele
(Holy Trinity,
Braamfontein).

St Anne’s Sodality
serves the Church
Right: Representing innocence, purity, triumph
and joy, the colour white is used for altar
cloths and vestments during the Christmas and
Easter seasons. These were gifts from the
St Anne’s Sodality.
The congregation was
served sandwiches with
a choice of fillings.

T

he constant practise of St Anne’s
Sodality, according to
its objectives, is “Serve the
family, Serve the Church,
Serve the Community.”
To close off the month of St Anne and St Joachim,
the St Anne’s Sodality from Holy Cross, Zola served
the Church by donating priests’ vestments, altar cloths
Colour is an unspoken language that creates an immediand prepared filling sandwiches, muffins and tea for
ate, emotional connection with the meaning of an event.
the parishioners on a cold last day of July.
The colour purple focuses our attention on the fasting
Members who celebrated their 50 years in the
and repentance associated with the Lenten season.
Sodality were honoured with certificates and gifts.

Lerato Mohone

Men of the parish kept the cold at bay
with a cup of tea.

Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise
is available at the Chancery.
Golf-shirts bearing the image of St Joseph retail for R300 each.
R50 will be taken as a parish donation for each golf shirt sold.
Winter warmers are still available for R420
and denim jackets for R550.
The Mother of Mercy Shrine sticker is selling for R15.

Call Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400.

2

Volume 37 No 6

Greening the Archdiocese of
Johannesburg – continued from
page 1.

The season starts on 1 September and concludes on 4 October,
the Feast of St Francis of Assisi,
patron saint of ecology.
The Archbishop will plant trees
throughout the year in various
parishes and deaneries to encourage the diocese to do something
about climate crisis.
Parishes are also encouraged to
play an active role in preserving
our common home/ to symbolise
our commitment to the environment by planting a tree. That
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Some of the long-service members of St Anne’ Sodality
who were awarded certificates. They are pictured with
parish priest, Fr Joachim Malunga. They are from left:
Rebecca Tshabalala, Rebecca Yende and Julia Mthethwa.
Martha Mhlongo is not in the picture.

could be planting a tree or even
having an outdoor Mass to
connect with nature.
For other resources on how
parishes can observe they
Season of Creation, people can
contact the Justice and Peace
Department on 011 402 6400
Lerato Mohone

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical
abortion), Catholics must be told,
for their eternal welfare, and survival
of their unborn infants.
www.epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill
pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

Make use of our
Archdiocesan website
Looking for contact information
about the Archdiocese of
Johannesburg, events and
organisations?
We have a comprehensive list of
parishes, priests, schools, homes,
creches, shelters, sodalities and
secular orders.
Please submit upcoming events
and news for the website.
The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za
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Feast days
that move
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

W

hen it come to the liturgy, we may find
conflicting tendencies
among the clergy – some are
happy to adapt traditions to suit
the people, while others expect
the people to fit in with the traditions. This shows when our
Bishops’ Conference moves the
celebration of an important festival to the following Sunday so
that more people will be able to
attend. Some still object to this,
regarding it as damaging to our
tradition.
The feast of Our Lady’s
Assumption, which is supposed
to be on 15 August, was celebrated on 22 August this year.
Why was it moved?
The Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary is among the highest-ranking festivals in the
Roman Calendar which are called
“solemnities”. Besides Easter,
which is marked by eight days of
rejoicing, there are sixteen solemnities in the Roman Calendar. In
addition, each diocese, parish and
religious congregation may have
additional solemnities of their
own, such as the anniversary of
the dedication of the parish
church.
Four solemnities always fall
on a Sunday, but the others do
not. Some of these are thought to
be important enough that the
faithful are obliged to attend
Mass, and Canon 1246 of the
Code of Canon Law lists ten
solemnities as holydays of obligation. The Church realises, however, that in many places,
Catholics are a religious minority,
so each Bishops’ Conference has
the authority to move some of
these holydays to a Sunday and
to remove the obligation to attend
Mass from others.
The current status for South
Africa is as follows:
1. We are expected to attend
Mass every Sunday, and on
Christmas Day.
2. Epiphany, Ascension, Corpus
Christi, Assumption and All
Saints are moved to a Sunday.
3. There is no obligation to
attend on the remaining
festivals.
When the feast falls on a
Monday or Tuesday, would it not
make more sense to celebrate on
the Sunday before, i.e.: the nearest Sunday?
The current rule is that the festival is transferred to the following
Sunday. This ends some years of
confusion in which odd things
occurred. I once witnessed two
neighbouring parishes choose two
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different Sundays for the same
feast. The exception to the rule is
the Epiphany of the Lord which
now falls on the Sunday between
2 and 8 January.
We should not get hung up on
specific dates. For example, there
is no evidence that the
Assumption occurred on 15
August. This date is found in a
fifth-century Armenian lectionary, but in seventh-century
France it was celebrated on 18
January... the eastern tradition
prevailed. Corpus Christi was put
on a Thursday to remind us of
Holy Thursday, but we forget
that the Last Supper was the
Jewish Passover which is not
always on a Thursday, but on the
day of the full moon.
Is it alright to celebrate a
solemnity on the actual day
(e.g.: Ascension Thursday) and
again on the Sunday?
We have seen evidence of this,
especially at school Masses, or in
the chapels of religious communities, but I would warn against
this. When our bishops move a
festival day to the Sunday this is
meant to enable us all to celebrate together as one people. If
we adopt the attitude that the
chosen few will keep the calendar faithfully, and that the
Sunday celebration is merely a
concession to rank and file
Catholics, we are fostering elitism, or clericalism.

Retreat for Confirmation
Class 2022
Fr Kgaogelo Ntsie led the celebration
of Mass.

M

ore than 640 enthusiastic
teenagers attended the
confirmation class retreat
organised by the Catechetical
Department on Saturday, 23 July. It
was held at the Cathedral Hall and
was facilitated by Fr Kgaogelo Ntsie.
The theme was, “Being Young and
Catholic”.
The day started with an opening
prayer and an address by
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI.
“As part of your preparation for
your confirmation, ask your
sponsors to buy you two books –
Eucharist: the New and Eternal
Covenant by Fr Mareko Marciniak
svd and Vatican Council II.”
He continued: “In my opinion,
since the establishment of the
Catholic Church there have been
many official documents written
either by the popes or the congregations in Rome, but this document
that came out of the Council called
Vatican II is probably the best.
“Read Chapter 59 ‘Decree on the
apostolate of lay people.’ This is the
section wherein you will find the
story about baptism, confirmation
and the Eucharist,” he said.
The Archbishop also encouraged
young people to read the Bible so

We need more questions
about the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

Proclaimers Paballo Ntitsane and
Paballo Moroe, St Pius X, Mofol0. They
read from 1 Kings 18: 21 – 44.

different authors. However, they are
all about the Holy Trinity, so we
read the Bible to learn about God
the Father, God the Son and God
the Holy Spirit.
Vicar for Catechetics, Fr Boniface D’Souza OCD said: “After
confirmation you become witnesses. Therefore, do not stay away
from Church. The Holy Spirit which
you received during your confirmation should be at work. Join the
choir, proclaimers or altar servers,”
he encouraged. Fr Boniface also
thanked the parents, catechists and
candidates for responding generously to the invitation. He bestowed
a blessing upon them.
Participants were divided into
groups for listening circles. The
various topics covered included the
sacraments, the Creed and
vocations.
Non-perishable food items were
taken up during Mass for
distribution amongst the poor.
Lerato Mohone

Young people came prepared with rosaries
and bibles.
Above: Amahle Ngwenya, Amahle Maseko,
Nkululeko Thwala, Ndalo Buthelezi, Mbali Tshabalala, Nosipho Bodlo, Samke Tshabalala from Holy
Cross, Zola.

Do solemnities ever get moved
away from a Sunday?
Yes. If the solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception (8 December) falls on a Sunday, it is
moved to the Monday, and the
same applies to St. Joseph,
Husband of Mary (19 March)
and the Annunciation (25 March).
This is because the Sundays of
Advent, Lent and Easter rank
more highly than solemnities. If
19 March happened to be Palm
Sunday, we would probably
anticipate St. Joseph the day
before. If 25 March falls over the
Sacred Triduum or in Easter
Week, we keep the Annunciation
only on the second Monday of
Easter so as not to interrupt the
most important part of the liturgical year.

that they can be informed.
“I will come to your parish and if
I am not happy with the answers
to the questions based on these
books, I will postpone the
confirmation to the following year,”
he said.
Retreat master, Fr Kgaogelo,
said: “We might go on a retreat as
a group, however, we are
individuals and one should have a
personal intention. This simply
means what you like God to do for
you as an individual.
As an exercise, two young
people read the same passage
from the book of 1 Kings 18: 21
– 44. The aim was to find out if
there were aspects of the reading
that struck participants differently.
“Why do we read the same book
for over 2000 years and why is it
not written differently time and
again,” Fr Kgaogelo asked.
It would be confusing if it kept
on changing, one participant
answered.
What is the significance of
scripture or how does the Bible
differ from other books?
Another participant said: “The
Archbishop once said we read
books to understand the author of
the book.”
After commending him on a
brilliant answer, Fr Kgaogelo
corrected him by saying the Bible
contains many books written by

Reitumetsi Kgasi from St Margaret/
Immaculate Conception, Diepkloof.
Busisiwe Tsoku, Oratile
Mtshali, Busi Tsoku and Dimpho Mokwena from Our Lady
of Mercy, Emndeni.

Kele Xaba and Tshegofatso Madingoane
from Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea Glen.

R-L: Thabane
Mncwango, Daniela
Diab, Daniela Alves
and Michael and
Christian Pereira from
St Francis of Assisi,
Vanderbijlpark.

Keratile Ledwaba, St Philip Neri,
Moletsane also formed part of the
group.
Koketso Modisakeng and
Karabo Mothibi from
Blessed Joseph Gerard,
Swaneville.
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Young people from the Soweto deanery practice for Mass.
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Pastoral activities – July

Fr Jean-Lambert Kalala
during the Eucharistic
celebration in the Parish of
Sacred Heart, Katlehong.

Below: Sr Marizete and her team
accompanied by Fr Jean-Marie
Kuzituka Did’Ho, the Episcopal
Vicar for Migrants and Refugees
pictured at the Lumko Institute
during the workshop on migration.
Sr Marizete, the HOD of Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees, Ngoza
Nambumba and Judith Mutuwa from Church World Services are pictured
here with the learners who finished the English classes.

O

n Saturday, 2 July, the
Department of Pastoral
Care for migrants and
refugees organised a workshop
for parish pastoral care representatives in the Archdiocese. This
training was in line with the
request of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI to appoint a representative of migrants and refugees in
every parish pastoral council.
Representatives who attended the
workshop were able to understand what their mission within
the parish is and how to minister
to migrants and refugees.
Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka
Did’Ho, the Episcopal Vicar for
migrants and refugees gave a
synopsis of biblical foundation on
migration and also highlighted
the socio-anthropological history
of migration and immigration
from time memorial. In his
conclusion, he insisted nothing

could be done in the parish level
without seeking advice from the
parish priest and his PPC. He
therefore requested representatives to work closely with their
parish priests and to remain in
touch with the Pastoral Care office.
On Sunday, 10 July, the team
of Pastoral Care visited the parish
of Sacred Heart, Katlehong where
Sr Marizete, the Head of the
Department emphasised the importance of integrating migrants and
refugees within the community to
work together as children of God.
On Sunday 17 July, Sr Marizete
met with French-speaking refugee
and migrant members of the
Cathedral. She informed them
about the opportunities offered to
women by the department such as
skills training. She urged them to
seize the opportunity to learn and
train as this will help them become
self-sustainable in a future.

On Tuesday 19 July, the Department organised the graduation
ceremony of its English students.
In total, 48 students successfully
passed the test and graduated with
a certificate of attendance. Those
who completed the first level
expressed their desire to continue
to the next level.
From 20 to 22 July, the team
participated in a workshop on
migration at the Lumko Institute
in Benoni. The theme of the
workshop was: “A coordinated
and sustainable response in the
Archdiocese of Johannesburg”.
Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’Ho,
based his talk on the social
teachings of the Church on
migration and on the Pontifical
Council for the Pastoral Care of
migrants and itinerant people. The
document, ‘Erga Migrantes’,
which speaks about the love of
Christ towards migrants. He also
spoke about the two dimensions
of the work of those who serve

migrants and refugees: the
missionary dimension as well as
the spiritual dimension. First, he
noted that migration is not a new
trend in human life. Jesus Himself
was also a migrant in Egypt.
Sr Maria de Lurdes and Sr
Thandi were the other speakers
during the workshop. Sr Maria
spoke about the history of caring
for people on the move where she
narrated the history of the
Missionaries of St Charles
(Scalabrinians) and the origin of

World Day of Refugees as
recommended by the popes.
Sr Thandi discussed the
challenges the department workers
face or will face when doing the
work. Throughout the month of
July, the Department of Pastoral
Care assisted 872 families
(indirectly 2.272 people) in its
outreach programme with the
Bienvenu Shelter.

Sr Marizete Garbin
HOD: Pastoral Care for Migrants and
Refugees

Our World of
Families
Dillie Jayakody and Toni
Rowland tasting healthand life-giving spekboom
leaves at the Bryanston
parish plant promotion
and sale for Care for
Creation.

M

any new insights have
been incorporated into our
way of thinking in recent years,
in particular, the awareness of
creation and our responsibility
for the care of our common
home in which Pope Francis outlines in his encyclical Laudato
Si. Certainly the Marfam theme
‘Our World, A Family of
Families’ is beautiful image and
necessary insight into understanding the wonder of the
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whole human family, as well as
the family forms found in nature.
We, the human family, in its
various forms, with different
religions, political ideologies
and experiences of wealth and
poverty are the greatest threat to
our world’s security and stability
today.
The Season of Creation, an ecumenical initiative is a special
time for all Christians to pray
and work together. It provides

many opportunities to cultivate
our “ecological conversion” and
to address the broad issue of
climte change, including the
preservation of biodiversity.
“Listen to the voice of creation”
is the 2022 theme. It begins on
1 September as the World Day of
Prayer for Creation.
The season continues throughout September and ends 4 October, the Feast of St Francis.
Many resources for prayers, liturgy and social media are available from www.seasonofcreation.
org/catholic/ and https://www.
laudatosi.org/ecumenical/seasonof-creation/ #LSMPrayerBook
#LaudatoSi
Visit www.marfam.org.za, for
resources, e-mail info@marfam.
org.za to register for the daily
emails.
Call Toni for further information on 082 552-1275.
www.marfam.org.za
Toni Rowland
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T

he celebration of St Anne’s
Day, held for the first time
since the onset of the pandemic was a joyous occasion. It
was held at St Peter’s, Kagiso 1
on Saturday, 30 July.
Presiding at Mass was Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI. He
was assisted by the Archdiocesan
spiritual director of the Sodality,
Fr Victor Ngwenya and several
other priests.
The Archbishop’s homily
centred on the first sacrament that
unites us with Christ and the
Church and that which no other
sacrament can be received without
it – Baptism.
“Baptism makes us members of
the Church, of the body of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. If not impressed upon us, especially those
baptised as infants, we grow up
not knowing what our mission is.
“All who are baptised receive
an obligation to proclaim the
Gospel, to evangelise where the
Church is unable to reach – your
families, friends, children.”
Turning to the altar servers he
remarked: “Young people are an
essential part of evangelisation.
We cannot reach your gettogethers. If you were to find me
in your social gathering you
would complain, ‘What is this old
man doing here, he should go to
sleep’. You also, therefore, have a
mission to be witnesses for your
faith, for Christianity. Our

A joyous occasion as
St Anne’s Sodality
concludes feast month
President of the St Anne’s Sodality
Yvonne Skosana explains the reason
behind a meaningful present given
to the Sodality’s spiritual director,
Fr Victor Ngwenya.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI
reflects on the Sacrament
of Baptism.

conduct should testify to our
faith,” the Archbishop
concluded.
President of the Sodality,
Joyce Skosana declared that they
had a wonderful relationship
with the spiritual director, Fr
Victor Ngwenya. To show their
gratitude and to give thanks for
all he does for them, the Sodality
gifted him vestments in a
symbolic purple colour. The
vestments with images of Ss
Anne and Joachim decorated on
them, were blessed by the
Archbishop after which Fr Victor
was robed by his brother priests
as they congratulated him.
Spouses of the members departed and alive were also invited
to this celebration and were
treated to a sit down meal after
the celebration of Mass.

St Anne’s Sodality aspirants during the entrance procession.
Fr Boshom Mpetsheni holds the microphone while spiritual director of the
St Anne’s Sodality, Fr Victor Ngwenya
says the prayer of consecration.

Altar servers walk behind Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale OMI during the
entrance procession.

Lerato Mohone

Sacred Heart Sodality, Moroka
welcomes new member
Ntebaleng Sibiya with Fr Tshepo
Lekoko.

Above: Members of
St Anne’s Sodality prepare
to consecrate themselves
to St Anne.

The pinning of Priscilla Mathobuka in a white jersey (centre) into the
Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality on Sunday, 10 July took place at Regina
Mundi, Moroka. Congratulating her are Abelina Ngozo, Sani Shezi, Gugu
Buthelezi, Vuyelwa Hams and Susan Manyoni.

Nono Sibuyi proclaimed the second
reading while Fr Tshepiso Lekoko
holds the microphone for her.

Left: Aspirants and members of the Daughters of
St Anne’s Sodality light
each other’s candles.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality
members celebrate

Members of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality from Regina
Mundi, Moroka celebrated the Month of July which is dedicated
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, their patron, in style. They are
Susan Manyoni, Irene Ntsudisane and Fikile Ndimande.
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Soweto Altar Servers’
Guild retreat

T

Members of the Soweto Altar Servers’ Guild.

Our Lady of the Assumption altar servers with Fr Muzi Mtshali OMI, Brs Sechaba
Liphoko, Rorisang Mbele and Bonga Zulu.

A retreat for Soweto Altar Servers’ Guild was held at Our Lady of the
Assumption, Molapo on Saturday, 9 July. Retreat master, Fr Muzi Mtshali
OMI also led the celebration of the Eucharist. He was assisted by seminarians, Br Rorisang Mbele, Br Bonga Zulu and Br Sechaba Liphoko.
Sr NkheNsani Shibambu who is their spiritual guide was also present.
Nesta Tsamaesi

Long Service Recognition
awards for altar servers
On Sunday, 24 July, altar servers of Our Lady
of the Assumption, Molapo had a Long
Service Recognition awards, where
certificates were presented to 5 to
10-years members. They were also
issued with crosses and welcomed
newly-joined members. Parish
priest, Fr Sicelo Libanje OMI,
together with their mentor Nesta
Tsamaesi, presented the certificates
and crosses.

he ravages and trauma of
Covid are indisputable. No
one was out of reach of the
clutches of the pandemic which
denied and took so much from
everyone over the last two years.
This was particularly true for
pupils in their final year of school
– the pinnacle of their school
career. Wanting to acknowledge,
commemorate and honour the
experiences forfeited, opportunities sacrificed and dreams
deferred by all the matric boys of
2020, 2021 and 2022 – St Benedict’s Boy’s College commissioned a new bronze statue of our
Lady, Mother of Africa.
The beautiful work of art was
unveiled at the school’s recent
Founder’s Day event – a truly
memorable occasion and the first
time since Covid that the school
could gather as a community. The
fact that the Oblates of Mary
Immaculate priests from far and
wide were present made this
occasion much more meaningful.
A crowd-funding initiative was set
up to raise the finances needed for
the project. In his address at the
statue’s unveiling, Executive
Head, Andre Oosthuysen said, “In
these difficult financial times, the
appeal was not warmly received
by all, but it was heard by sufficient parents whose generosity has
allowed the dream to become a
reality.”
Adding to this Oosthuysen said
the sculpture is symbolic of how
we triumphed over Covid and a
reminder that the Mother of Christ
is an intercessor who approaches
Jesus on our behalf – she hears the
drumbeat of our prayers.
Heidi Hadaway, the same sculptor who created the school’s statue
of St Benedict, was responsible
for the beautiful effigy installed
near the new staircase that
descends from the basketball
courts to the Mazenod Block. She
faces north, looking across the
school’s grotto towards the rest of
Africa and is set upon a granite
block where every 2020, 2021 and
2022 matric boys’ names are
inscribed in remembrance. The

A dream deferred:

St Benedict’s classes of 2020, 2021 and
2022 honoured

matrics of 2022 were also
included because two years of
their senior high school career
have also been severely derailed
by the pandemic.
In his address Oosthuysen
spoke of “a dream deferred” –
a deliberate allusion to the poem
“Harlem” penned by Langston
Hughes:

What happens to a dream
deferred?
Does it dry up like a raisin in the
sun?
Or fester like a sore—
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over— like a
syrupy sweet?
Maybe it just sags like a heavy
load.
Or does it explode?

“I hope we will always look at
this statue and be reminded of the
concerns raised by pupils of
colour at our school - and others
across the country through the
Black Lives Matter movement
– following the murder of George
Floyd at the height of the pandemic,” added Oosthuysen. “It
will also remind us how, as a
school, we value and place enormous importance on the identity
and belonging of families of
colour in our school.
“Written for a different
community in a different country

Fr Bafana Ndlovu OMI blesses
the statue while the community of
St Benedict’s and visiting priests
look on.

and time; the poem asks questions about what happens to
postponed dreams when, in an
oppressive environment, some,
because of who they are, do not
feel free to dream and have to
defer or postpone their dreams.
“It’s my hope that this new statue
of our Lady – in her African
form, identity or manifestation –
will be a daily reminder to one
and all that our faith and school
aspire to be inclusive and that all
are welcome here.”
Oosthuysen went on to say that
everyone has a duty and responsibility – as individuals and as a
community – through words and
deeds – to turn that sentiment into
reality. He implored those present
to join together in building a
great South African, African
school.
In closing he said, “Let not the
words ‘we all belong here’ be a
hollow sentiment from the lines
of the school song – but rather a
certainty that rings true for each
one of our boys, parents and staff.
Let us be a school where dreams
are never deferred, but fulfilled.”
Mpumi Motsabi

Honouring grandparents
and the elderly

O

n Friday, 22 July, Marist
Tony Williams
(Primary School
Brothers Linmeyer PreSchool for grandparents and the Principal) reading a story to
elderly. This was in honour of
Grade R (0)
Pope Francis’ announcement to
students
and
celebrate all grandparents, and the
grandparents.
elderly every year on the fourth
Sunday in July. The pre-school
students came to school dressed in
pyjamas and invited their grandparents to spend the morning with
them. The students and grandparents enjoyed some painting and
story time with Tony Williams
(Primary School Principal) and
Hylton Powell (Primary School
Deputy Principal). What a lovely
morning to show appreciation to
all grandparents.

Hylton Powell
(Primary School
Deputy Principal)
reads a story to
Grade R (0) students
and grandparents.

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant
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Chinyere Enwere
(Mia) gives
testimony on
Lovematters
programme
“The birds, the bees,
the flowers and the trees,
the moon and the sun.”

W

e all have heard the phrase
before, but we have never
been taught the value of one
word being.”
“Being at LoveMatters was a
very intriguing and motivating
experience at first. I told myself
it was going to be “boring”, they
are going to teach me something
I already know of. I even asked
myself questions like “how well
are they are going to feed me?
“I was wrong. The experience
was not boring, we were busy all
the time and had fun. The food
was plenty and very good. The
chefs were learners of Don
Bosco Educational Project,
Ennerdale.
“One thing I loved about the
programme is, they did not
sugar-coat anything at all;
information was given in its raw
state. About socialising with
others, I lied to myself. We were
divided into groups, we worked
in groups, learned about team
work and were told that if you do
not know how to work in a team
you will go nowhere.”
The programme for the whole
week focused on five Bs:
Be happy
Be holy
Be free
Be sexy
Be healthy
“For me the two Bs that stood
out were Be Happy and Be free.
“Be happy: my happiness in

life is my choice.
“Be free: The knowledge that I
have acquired: I have the
knowledge of what to be free
means: to free myself from
situations that can endanger my
body, soul and my life.
“From the one week spent at
Bosco Youth Centre, I learned
that love really matters and that
there is no other precious gift
God gave me than my body. The
choice I will be making during
my young age will either
jeopardise or benefit my future
spouse and children. My choices
today will have lifelong impact
on my life.
“To all the youth of my parish
and the whole Church, I would
like to advise them to join the
LoveMatters programme. It is a
wonderful programme.
“In conclusion I would like to
share with you what I love from
Dr David Molapo in his video
whose title is ‘The Ten exciting
keys to success’. Key Number
10: Overcome your fears.
In order to overcome your
fears you must:
1. Face your fears;
2. Trace your fears;
3. Brace your fears and
4. Place your fears. The only
place where you must place
your fears is in the “dustbin”.
Chinyere Enwere (Mia), Altar
Server and third year Confirmation
candidate at All Saints, Ennerdale

Br Rorisang
Mbele, a
seminarian
and budding
author

O

ne would think Br Rorisang Mbele’s family
would treat him like a
“black sheep” when he converted
to the Catholic faith. This was not
the case. Their love and support
for him didn’t diminish even
when he decided to follow Christ
in a radical way by pursuing the
priesthood. If it is the will of
God, his will be the first vocation
to the priesthood from his home
parish, Good Shepherd, Protea
North.
“When I became Catholic in
2006, I was immediately drawn
to the priesthood. Although I
didn’t have certainty then, I
continued to discern my vocation
by immersing myself in church
activities, especially altar serving,
he said.
“At one point I also had a
lovely girlfriend and even
entertained the idea of being a
wealthy family man. But God
was calling me to something
more. And so I began the journey
of abandoning my own desires
which took a lot of sacrifice,”
he added.
A second year Bachelor of
Philosophy student at St John
Vianney Seminary, Pretoria,
Br Rorisang said that it was his
desire to serve the particular
needs of the local community,
hence the diocesan priesthood.
He shared that being at the
seminary is something he

Br Rorisang Mbele during one of
the prayerful activities at St John
Vianney Seminary, Pretoria.

cherishes. “It provides a myriad of
opportunities for one to feel a
deeper fire for God. One does
experience challenges and when I
do, Eucharistic adoration is my
sanctuary. Spending time with
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament
evokes a sense of peace as I hear
Him constantly reassuring me, ‘I
will never leave you nor forsake
you’.
“It is not always easy to tell
people that I am studying towards
the priesthood, especially when
asked by non-Catholics,” the
seminarian admitted. “Several
people really believe that it is
quite a ‘waste’. But as we say
colloquially, “My vocation is not a
conference call”.”
He said from time to time some
family members will ask him
about extending the family name
and it is quite a bitter pill for them
to swallow that priesthood means
giving oneself completely to the
Church.
Br Rorisang is a first-time
author. He explained that the
process of writing the book did
not interfere with his studies or
social life as publishing was not

initially on the cards. Journaling
was one of the activities that was
highly recommended at St Francis
Xavier Seminary, Cape Town in
2020.
Through this discipline, reading
spiritual literature and working on
his weaknesses, he realised that he
had something he could share with
people faced with similar
struggles. My book, “Building my
self-confidence” therefore, is a
personal account of how I dealt
with my inferiority complex and
eventually managed to develop
confidence,” he said.
The book retails for R150. It is
available at his home parish in
Protea North and Blessed Isidore
Bakanja, Protea Glen.
Br Rorisang is grateful for the
many priests in the Archdiocese
and in the seminary who have
helped him realise that the vocation to the priesthood was one of
unbridled joy and a passion for
Christ and members His Bride;
the Church.
The vicar for vocations,
Fr Michael Seheri, has also been
an incredible blessing, holding us
by hand as we try to decipher
what it is that God may be asking
of us, he said. Every seminarian
matters to him. He still keeps in
touch with those who believed
that God was calling them to a
different vocation, he elaborated.
Citing St Pope John Paul II,
Br Rorisang’s advice to young
people discerning a vocation
irrespective of what it may be,
was, “life with Christ is a wonderful adventure”.
Br Rorisang is working on his
second book which is premised on
Sesotho literature. He requires
financial assistance and requests
help from anyone who may be
willing to help.
People can reach him on
061 218 7078 or
siyandisatrust75@gmail.com
Lerato Mohone

A landmark celebration of the Feast of Blessed Isidore Bakanja ...
continued from page 1.

Above: Fr Tshepo Duik during
the entrance procession.

The youth choir chairperson,
Thabang Mokgosi gave a comprehensive and enlightening biography of the Blessed. After the
prayers of the faithful, Fr Tshepo
led all in a prayer of the Act of
Entrustment which asked the
parish patron to continue being
their guardian, friend and intercessor before the throne of God.
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Jennifer Khonke, who was
present at the foundation of the
parish, gave a vibrant and
humorous speech regarding its
history. The day’s theme of
thanksgiving permeated
throughout the Mass and the
festivities that followed
afterwards. Following the theme
of thanksgiving, Hilda Mohlala,
who was also present at the
foundation of the parish, led

Left: The procession
of the gifts.

parishioners in a collection for
the parish building funds.
Fr Shaun von Lillienveld, who
ministered at the parish for eight
years, pleasantly surprised
everyone with his arrival in the
middle of announcements. He
received a much-deserved
standing ovation.
At the end of Mass, Edwin
Phiri, the Parish Pastoral Council
Chairperson, gave a word of
thanks to everyone present.
Food and drinks were served
for everyone after Mass. The
following clergy joined in the
festivities after Mass: Msgr
Simon Donnelly (the Dean of
Soweto), Fr Petrus Shiya,
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Fr Oupa Matseke, Fr Vusi
Nhlapo, and Deacon Bernard
Kgaswe. They each received gifts
from Fr Tshepo, the PPC and the
PFC, on behalf of the whole
parish.
After the challenges posed by
the Covid-19 pandemic, this was

a well-anticipated celebration.
Parishioners look forward for
many more years of Catholic
presence and ministry in Protea
Glen, for the greater glory of
Almighty God and the salvation
of His people.

Nokuthula Mokoena

The congregation in a celebratory mood.
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Ethiopian and Eritrean
community gets
a special visit

Pope Francis appoints
Msgr John Selemela
Auxiliary Bishop
of Pretoria

T

he Holy Father, Pope Francis,
has appointed as Auxiliary
Bishop of the Metropolitan Archdiocese of Pretoria, Msgr Masilo
John Selemela, of the clergy of
Tzaneen, currently Rector of the
National Major Seminary of
St John Vianney, assigning him
the titular See of Nachingwea.

T

he Ethiopian and Eritrean
Catholic Community had a
visit from a native language speaker priest. Fr Zemede
Ashebo, who came from Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia where he is
currently rector of St Mary Major
Seminary of Sodo and Hosanna
Vicariates, visited South Africa in
the month of July.
He provided pastoral care and
counselling including Mass celebrations in various parishes
including St Francis of Assisi,
Yeoville and on 31 July in Nazareth House, Yeoville.
In addition, he led the memorial service of our group mem-

bers’ late father in Rustenburg
and a Bible study in Tembisa for
Catholic group members to keep
their basic faith in a foreign land.
At his farewell Mass, Catholic
community chaplain Fr Joseph
Guduno extended his gratitude
for his pastoral visitation.
Fr Zemede expressed his
appreciation to the community
and Southern African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference, the priests
and community coordinators
for their pastoral care and
hospitality.

Curriculum vitae

His Excellency Monsignor Masilo
John Selemela was born on
January 13, 1972 in Magoebaskloof, Diocese of Tzaneen. After
the preparatory year at St Paul’s
Minor Seminary (1991), he
completed his studies in Philosophy at St. Peter’ s Major
Seminary in Hammanskraal
(1992-1993) and in Theology at
St John Vianney National
Seminary of Pretoria (1994-1998).
He was ordained a priest on
June 12, 1999.

Hailu Adalo, The Ethiopian and
Eritrean Catholic Community national
Coordinator in South Africa

He subsequently held the
following positions: Parish Vicar
of Our Lady of Peace in Makhado
and Diocesan Vice-Director of
Vocation and Youth Ministry
(1999-2004); Parish Vicar of
Dwars River Parish and Diocesan
Youth Chaplain, Diocesan
Director of Vocation Ministry,
Coordinator of the Education for
Life program, Vice-President of
the Diocesan Committee for
Finance and Chaplain of St
Brendan’s School (2004-2006);
Licentiate and Doctorate in
Dogmatic Theology at the

Pontifical Urbaniana University
and Diploma in Canonical
Administrative Practice at the
Dicastery for the Clergy (20062011); Professor, Trainer and
Vice-Rector at the St John
Vianney National Major Seminary
in Pretoria (2011-2019). From
2019 until, now he has been
Rector of the same Major
Seminary.
His episcopal ordination will
take place on Saturday, 3 September in Pretoria.
Southern African Catholic Bishops’
Conference

Rev Deacon Monwabisi
Ntshudu assists at Pimville

A colourful celebration of first
Saturday devotion in honour of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary

A

ugust is the beautiful month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. It is also
the month in which the country celebrates the dignity of women.
Radio Veritas’ Immaculate Heart of Mary show hosted a special event on
the Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord. It was held at Regina Mundi,
Moroka. Participants came dressed in colourful garments. The line-up
included praise and worship led by the gifted Thuso wa Sebini. There were
talks on mother Mary’s role in the history of salvation and the celebration
of the Eucharist said by Frs Tshepo Maseko and Sefako Santawana.

Rev Monwabisi Ntshudu from
St Pius X, Mofolo visited St Peter
Claver, Pimville and assisted Fr
Bonga Mkhize OMI during the celebration of Mass which included
preaching. The clergy are pictured
with in green vestments with lay
ministers of the parish after Mass.

Lerato Mohone

Gabriel Selamolele

Ellen Masia from Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Thokoza, Abelina Ngozo, Regina Mundi,
Moroka and Maria Mjanggeka from Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso 2 exhort Mother
Mary to wrap them under her mantle.

We celebrate with our priests and deacons
Zinhle Dlamini, Dumisile Mncwango and Gogo Manana from Sacred Heart,
Katlehong during praise and worship.

Frs Tshepo Maseko and
Sefako Santawana anoint
the faithful with the Oil of
the Sick.

The following priests celebrate their birthdays and
anniversaries of their
ordination. Pray for them.
Ordinations
02-09-00
06-09-14
08-09-06
12-09-99

A candle – the symbol of Christian faith.
Her red colour signifies love, passion,
and devotion – all traits connected with
motherhood and exemplified by Mary’s
presence at the Crucifixion.
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13-09-09
15-09-73
23-09-16
24-09-02

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza
Fr Patrick Dladla
Fr Bruce Botha
Msgr Antonio Borras
Cabaces
Fr Simon Donnelly
Fr Anthony Thouard
Fr Matthew
Charlesworth
Fr Solomon Mphela
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Birthdays in September

1st Fr Mathieu Van Vlierden
2nd Fr Albert Nolan
2nd Fr Remigius Makobane
3rd Fr Robert Gore
5th Fr Michael Bennet
9th Fr Patrick Noonan
10th Fr Abel Maluleka
11th Fr Patrick Dladla
14th Fr Maurice Chidiac
17th Fr John Thembo
20th Fr Godfrey Kisabuli
24th Fr Marian Kulig
25th Fr Bafana Ndlovu
29th Fr Jonathan Peterson
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Southern African
Catholic Bishops’
Conference

Statement on
the economy,
high levels of
unemployment and
cost of living

W

e, the bishops of the
Southern African
Catholic Bishops'
Conference, are concerned
about the current high levels of
unemployment and the rising
cost of living and how they disproportionately impact the lives
of those at the margins of the
economy. Both the high levels
of unemployment and the cost of
living are pushing more people
into higher levels of household
debt and deep poverty. We call
on the government, business and
those with influence and power
to take note and action about the
issues we raise below.
We denounce the continued
preoccupation of our leaders
with self-enrichment, party
politics and factional battles
Amid this national crisis, it is
sad that the focus of our political
leaders remains fixed on narrow
vested interests and not on issues
important to ordinary citizens,
particularly the homeless, the
unemployed, and the hungry. In
the strongest terms possible, we
denounce the continued preoccupation of our leaders with selfenrichment, party politics and
factional battles at a time when
the majority in this country are
struggling to make ends meet.
We urgently appeal to the government to initiate more, robust
measures to address the fuel and
food price hike.
The need to regularly review
the adverse impact of structural reforms on the poor
Another concern for us is how
the most vulnerable in our country are disproportionately bearing
the social impacts of structural
reforms and fiscal consolidation. While acknowledging the
country's need to urgently tackle
the structural barriers to growth,
we appeal to the government to
introduce stronger social review
mechanism so as to ensure that
the austerity measures and other
structural reforms are regularly
reviewed not solely in terms of
economic efficiency, but also in
terms of their adverse impact on
the poor.
We ask that the social review
of austerity measures be undertaken particularly with respect
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to the basic education sector and
health sector, having due regard
to how budget cuts in such sectors re-enforce the two-tiered
system of education and health
services, with the poor condemned to sub-standard services
while the rich continue to access
a high standard of education and
health services.
We are scandalised by the
government's decision to increase
the salaries of ministers, premiers, MECs and Members of
Parliament by 3 per cent. This
decision on salary increases
for politicians shows that the
Independent Commission for the
Remuneration of Public OfficeBearers and the government are
insensitive to the plight of the
poor and the financial hardships
that many ordinary citizens are
going through during this time.
The persistent gap between
the rich and the poor
We are concerned about the persistent gap between the rich and
the poor in our country and how
it continues to impose great risk
to the country's economic growth
and national security, creating
conditions that could fuel violent
unrest and social instability.
Structural reforms to address the
barriers to growth will not result
in integral human development
if there is an increased indifference to the country's economic
inequalities and the need for economic transformation, particularly concerning land inequalities,
mining, and agriculture.
The vast disparities between
the rural and urban economies
Of particular concern to us is the
vast disparities between the rural
and urban economies, which
have resulted in the exclusion
of the rural poor from equal and
significant participation in the
country's economy. Our rural
economies continue to suffer
from severe neglect regarding
educational opportunities, viable municipalities, and public
and private investments. Our
rural youth find it hard to find
jobs when the building of rural
economies is grounded solely
on mining, manufacturing, and
agricultural sectors, which are
characterised by increased auto-

Members of the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference at the ordination of Bishop Thulani Victor Mbuyisa CMM,
Kokstad diocese.

President of the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, Bishop
Sithembele Sipuka.

mation and an exploitative labour
system.
We, therefore, call on the
government to invest more
in building thriving and selfsustaining rural economies,
including self-sustaining village
economies, that generate massive
job creation for the rural youth,
including those classified as
skilled labour.
The Eskom Crisis, as well as
Transnet's failing rail infrastructure
We remind the government of the
urgent need to address the load
shedding and the Eskom Crisis,
as well as Transnet's failing rail
infrastructure, which negatively
impacts the lives of the poor and
the prospects of economic recovery. In the interest of inclusion,
the much talked about decentralisation of energy production into
private business must include
viable models of communityprivate partnerships that ensure
significant economic benefits
to the people in the rural areas,
particularly with respect to largescale solar and wind projects.
Parties need to work together
in fixing failed municipalities
Considering that municipalities provide most of the services
important for lifting people out
of poverty, we make a strong
call on all political parties in our
country, particularly those deeply
involved in unhealthy coalition
politics, to set aside their political
differences and work together
to fix failed municipalities. The
fixing of financial and capacity
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issues in municipalities should
include finding ways of building
self-sustaining township economies and village-based economies
grounded on small-scale producers and small business development.
All implicated in state capture
and other forms of corruption
must be held to account
It is clear to us that the benefits of
growth are not adequately reaching the poor mainly because of
corruption, wasteful expenditure,
incompetence, and mismanagement of government funds. We
find this to be morally unacceptable. At a time when many
people are struggling to make
ends meet, we firmly denounce
the failure of the government to
address accountability issues and
consequence management in such
matters.
The fight against corruption
should be guided by the good
of the nation and not by blind
loyalty to political parties and
factional interests. We ask the
government to ensure that those
implicated in state capture and
other forms of corruption are held
to account irrespective of their
affiliation to a particular political
party and faction.

includes working together as
communities to stop the culture
of cable theft, non-payment of
municipal rates, vandalism, and
damage to infrastructure. We
also call on the citizens to use
whatever opportunity and means
available to grow their own food
and earn some income instead of
expecting everything from the
government.
We ask God to continue
healing our economy
We promise our prayers for
families struggling with current
economic hardships and call on
those who can, to be moved to
do something about the plight
of their brothers and sisters "so
that by the power of the Holy
Spirit they may abound in hope"
(Romans 15:23). Sustained by
the Risen Christ, our hope (1
Corinthians 15:12), we ask God
to continue healing our economy
so that it becomes a just and
inclusive economy that works
for the benefit of all.

Bishop Sithembele Sipuka
SACBC President
08 August 2022

Stop the culture of cable theft,
non-payment of municipal
rates, vandalism, and damage
to infrastructure
We remind all South Africans
that each of us is responsible for
rebuilding our country's economy,
including the municipalities and
state-owned enterprises. This
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