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Final profession: 
Sr Gugulethu CSA gives 

her all to God

Sr Gugulethu is led to the altar and 
presented to the Archbishop by her 
mother, Khanyisile Manana and uncle, 
Mphikeleli Guliwe.

Various religious communities and the faithful actively follow the proceedings.

Sr Gugulethu lies prostrate during the 
singing of the Litany of Saints. 

Can anything good come out of 
Zola?’ Sceptics often mock people 
from this township plagued by a 
myriad of social ills. Holy Cross, 
which is located in the area, is 
proving that where people see 
doom and gloom, God sees worthy 
vessels. Sr Gugulethu Manana CSA 
is the latest young person whom 
God has chosen to be consecrated 
to His service.

She made her final profession on 
Saturday, 14 February. Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI presided over the 
Mass with priests including those 
from the diocese of Klerksdorp 
concelebrating.

 She pronounced her vows of 
chastity, poverty, and obedience 
whilst kneeling and holding a lit 
candle. The vows were received 
by Superior General, Sr Ouma 
Ntoagae CSA.

The Archbishop in his homily 
likened prayer to the four seasons 
of the year in his homily. 

These seasons are absolutely 
necessary. They give us seasonal 
fruit and condition our mood. “For 
example,” he explained, “Spring 
gives us a mood of anticipation, of 
looking forward to summer. 

Once again, the Catholic 
Schools of the Arch
diocese have achieved 

above the averages of their 
respective examination bodies. 
By way of example, the three 
Catholic High Schools in Soweto 
were all in the top ten of their 
district which includes several 
schools. It is on occasions like 
this that we can truly celebrate 
the contribution of Catholic 
Education and why many parents 
strive to enrol their child in a 
Catholic School. 

It would be true to say that a 
good number of schools that 
wrote the IEB Examination, not 
only got a full house of passes, 
but all of those passes carried 
with them automatic entrance 
into university. This is so diffi
cult to repeat year after year and 
yet our schools manage to do 

Joseph Aloisius Ratzinger, 
Pope Benedict XVI, was 
born in the German town of 

Marktl am Inn on 16 April 1927 
(Holy Saturday) and was 
baptised on the same day. His 
youthful years were not easy. At 
age 14, he was compelled by law 
to join the ‘Hitler Youth’. He 
was con scripted into the mili
tary’s auxi liary antiaircraft 
service in the final months of 

Matric results:
Catholic Schools do what other 
schools only wish to achieve
something that other schools 
only wish to achieve.

As always we do have a small 
number of students who did not 
pass and it is in this instance 
that our schools truly come into 
their own, in the way in which 
they counsel these students for 
whom this is a devastating blow. 
Equally our highflyers are 
rightfully lauded but perspective 
is maintained as the next hurdle 
awaits. 

We congratulate all students 
who wrote their examinations in 
the stable of Catholic School 

and wish them well as they 
continue in the journey of life. 
We also congratulate the 
teachers, who have worked with 
these students right from the very 
beginning and especially in these 
latter years, which have been 
extraordinary years. 

We thank the parents and 
families, who have supported 
these students at the schools they 
attended so they can continue to 
be sustained for the years that lie 
ahead.

Catholic Schools Office, Gauteng

Requiescat in pace – Pope emeritus Benedict XVI
His death was announced by the Vatican on Saturday, December 31 after days of 
struggle with his health. He died at his residence at the Mater Ecclesiae Monas-
tery where he retired after his resignation as a Pope in 2013. 

World War II, deserted, and spent 
a brief time in an American 
prisonerofwar camp.

After the war, he resumed 
studies for the priesthood and 
was ordained a priest on 29 June 
1951, together with his brother, 
Monsignor Georg Ratzinger. The 
two remained close throughout 
their lives. A year later, he began 
teaching at the Higher School  
of Freising.

Pope Francis visits Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI at the Mater Ecclesia 
Monastery in Vatican City to 
exchange Christmas greetings on 23 
December 2013. He died in full 
harmony with his successor. (Photo: 
Vatican Media).

Pope Francis visits Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI at the Mater Ecclesia 
Monastery in Vatican City to 
ex change Christmas greetings on 
23 December 2013. He died in full 
harmony with his successor.
(Photo: Vatican Media).

 PBXVI’s earthly family, Archbishop Gänswein and the memores domini and 
the rest of Benedict’s household, bidding him a last farewell ahead of the 
funeral.

In 1953, he completed his 
doctorate in theology with a 
thesis titled, “The People and 
House of God in St Augustine’s 
Doctrine of the Church”.

Four years later, he qualified 
as a university professor teaching 
dogma and fundamental theology 
at the higher school of philo
sophy and theology of Freising.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XII’s 
abridged profile
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Grieving the 
death of a  
loved one

Grieving the 
loss of 
a spouse

Are you grieving 
the loss of a 
loved one?

Each candidate for Confirmation, together with some of the parish
ioners brought a tree or plant to the church to be blessed, as part of  
the Archbishop’s request for the Season of Creation. The trees were 
blessed at the end of the Mass, and the candidates took them home to 
be planted in their gardens. 

Make use of our 
Archdiocesan website
Looking for contact information 

about the Archdiocese of  
Johannesburg, events and  

organisations?  
We have a comprehensive list of 
parishes, priests, schools, homes, 
creches, shelters, sodalities and 

secular orders. 

Please submit upcoming events  
and news for the website.

The addresses are:

www.catholicjhb.org.za 
www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

Pope’s Intentions: February
For parishes

We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may 

increasingly become communities of faith, fraternity and  

welcome towards those most in need.

7th Our Lady of Graces, Heidelberg (1932)
11th Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep (1986) and Rivonia (1952)
17th Seven Holy Founders, Ratanda (1932)
22nd   St Peter, Kagiso I (1926); St Anthony, Crown Mines, 1944 
 St Joseph the Worker, Bosmont, 1969; Holy Rosary, Phiri, 1969

Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise 
is available at the Chancery.

Golf-shirts bearing the image of St Joseph retail for R300 each. 
R50 will be taken as a parish donation for each golf shirt sold.

Winter warmers are still available for R420 
and denim jackets for R550.

The Mother of Mercy Shrine sticker is selling for R15. 
Call Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400.

Merchandise in support 
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine

PATRONAL FEASTS: FEBRUARY

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abor-

tion), Catholics must be told, for their 
eternal welfare, and survival of their 

unborn infants.
www.epm.org.statitic/ uploads/bcpill 

pdfCoLA  •   082 609 6919

Grieving the 
death of a  
loved one

Grieving the 
loss of 
a spouse

When so many face 
sickness, treatment  
and possible death – 
who brings hope? 
Those who learn  
about dis-ease and 
bring relief bring  
hope. A group  
bringing hope is our 
Catholic Health Care 
Association (CATHCA). 
To be part of this 
“bringing of hope”  
support us with a  
contribution to 
CATHCA.

Director: Andrea Cortemiglia
Room 7, The Haven, St Vincent School for the Deaf

Cor Tottenham Ave & Jellicoe Lane, Melrose, Johannesburg
Phone 011 880 4022

Email info@cathca.org
Find out so much more via – google www.cathca.org

Your contribution will go towards Bringing Hope...

Twenty-one candidates received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on the 
Solemnity of Christ the King at Our 
Lady of Fatima, Brentwood Park. 
The Sacrament was conferred by 
parish priest, Fr Mal colm McLaren. 

Sacrament of 
Confirmation

First Holy Communion

Fr Malcolm travelled to the home of 
a confirmation candidate to plant the 
tree that was blessed.  

Thirteen children made their First Communion on the First Sunday of  
Advent at Our Lady of Fatima, Brentwood Park. They are pictured together 
with catechism teacher, Fatima Castanho and parish priest, Fr Malcolm 
McLaren.

Brentwood Park activities

Commencing Saturday, 
25th February  •  10:00 – 12:00

A 13-week seminar - A support 
programme designed to help you 

after the death of a loved one.
Each weekly session highlights 

a different aspect of grief.

Find help and healing on your 
journey of grieving the loss of a 

loved one. 

Group therapy starts on 
Saturday 4 February 2023

at 10 am
at St. John’s Catholic Church, 

Northriding. 

Contact Arianna on 071 138 
8401 for more details.

Both programmes: In-Person Meeting 
Mother Teresa Room  |  Catechetical Centre  |  St Charles Catholic Church

35 Road No.3, Victory Park
Contact Coralie Deas on 083 524 7016                                Booking Essential

Brought to you by St Charles, Victory Park

Saturday, 11 February 
9:30 - 12:00

You’ll hear practical advice from 
others who’ve been there, what to 
expect in your grief, how to cope 
with life without your spouse and 
why it won’t always hurt this much.
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What do other Christians under-
stand by “real presence”?

Martin Luther rejected transubstan
tiation in favour of consubstantia-
tion: the substances of bread and 
wine remained together with the 
sacred substances. As a theology 
student, I was in contact with 
Lutheran students. They said they 
believed in the real presence of 
Christ in holy communion. 
However, according to their faith 
Jesus was truly present in the act 
of receiving holy communion. The 
divine presence did not remain in 
the bread and wine once the ser
vice had ended.

Some Anglicans would agree 
with those Lutheran students, yet 
others would feel that this falls 
short of their belief in the abiding 
presence of Christ in the consecrat
ed elements. Many Anglican theo
logians are grounded in Orthodox 
and Catholic tradition, and would 
like to be in continuity with them. 
They would claim to believe in the 
abiding presence of Christ under 
the appearance of bread and wine, 
without necessarily subscribing to 
Aquinas’s definition. The Orthodox 
never relied on Aquinas or any of 
the western Doctors of the Church 
to define what they believe about 
the Real Presence.

So, do Anglicans have the  
Blessed Sacrament?

The celebration of the Eucharist 
requires bread made from wheat 
and wine made from grapes. The 
correct prayers must be said by a 
validly ordained minister in order 
that the Holy Spirit can be called 
down upon the gifts to transform 
them into the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Anglicans use bread and 
wine and their English Missal 
includes Eucharistic Prayers almost 
identical to ours. But we do not 
recognise their ordinations because 
we hold that the Protestant 
Reform ation broke the apostolic 
succession. Even if we were able 
to prove that Catholic bishops 
ordained the first bishops of the 
Church of England, we know that, 
in 1896, Pope Leo XIII declared 
Anglican orders to be invalid. This 
means that, with the exception of 
baptism, we do not recognise the 
sacraments celebrated by Anglican 
clergy. Things have become more 
complex in the last fifty year 
because Orthodox bishops (whose 
sacraments we acknowledge) par
ticipated in the laying on of hands 
at the ordinations of Anglican bish
ops. Sadly, our divisions with the 
Anglicans remain and we must 
continue to work for healing, both 
on the official and theological lev
els, and by becoming better friends 
and neighbours at grassroots level. 

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

The Real 
Presence

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• email adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 4026406

Last month’s article looked at 
the similarities between 
Catholic and Anglican 

church buildings and decoration. 
Here we take another question that 
came out of that discussion.

In your December article you said 
that some Anglican churches have 
tabernacles in which they reserve 
the wafers remaining after their 
Eucharist. Does this mean that 
Anglicans believe in the Real 
Presence? Do they have the 
Blessed Sacrament?

Let me say that this is not really a 
liturgical question, but a question 
of sacramental theology and of 
canon law. How ever, since it is in 
response to last month’s column,  
I will try my best to answer it. 

Yes, some Anglican churches do 
have a tabernacle. Like in our 
churches, these take a variety of 
forms: from a little cupboard set 
into the side wall of the sanctuary, 
to a domed metal structure fixed to 
the centre of an altar with a red 
light burning above it. Inside the 
tabernacle is a closed vessel con
taining bread that has been blessed 
during their liturgy. You will notice 
that I am picking my words care
fully here. This is for two reasons: 
firstly, the Anglicans are a “broad 
church” in which not all use the 
same vocabulary to des cribe these 
things and, secondly, if we are 
quick to use “Catholic” words, 
some might assume that there are 
no differences between the two 
communities.

What do we mean by the “Real 
Presence”?

When Catholic and Orthodox 
Chris tians speak of the Real Pre
sence they mean that, once the 
bread and wine have been conse
crated during the celebration of the 
Eucharist, they become the Body 
and Blood of Christ. Christ 
remains mysteriously present in 
these elements which are then 
reserved securely in a special 
place.

The original reason for this res
ervation was so that the sick, who 
had been unable to attend the litur
gy, might still partake in the sacred 
meal. Also, in Orthodox and 
Eastern Catholic traditions, the 
Eucharist is not celebrated every 
day, so priests and people hold ser
vices of the Word in which some 
of the Eucharistic bread consecrat
ed the previous Sunday may be 
consumed.

The Real Presence of Christ 
became increasingly important to 
Catholics and medieval theologians 
fought fierce battles over how to 
define it accurately. St Thomas 
Aquinas was judged to have solved 
this debate with his understanding 
of transubstantiation: the outward 
appearances of bread and wine 
remained, but their internal sub
stances were changed into the 
Body and Blood of Christ. He used 
the quasiscientific philosophy of 
his time to reach a compromise 
between crude realism and mysti
cal symbolism.

Eight infants received the Sacra
ment of Baptsm on Christmas 
Day at Emmanuel in Sebokeng, 
Zone 14. Parish priest, Fr Lucas  
Bambezela OFM conducted the  
Baptism rite. 

God, the creator, is a lover 
and it is the love of God, 
as Trinity, that is life

giving, creating life continually 
and sustaining and renewing what 
has been created. Our task and gift 
as human beings and lifegivers is 
cocreation with God from con
cep tion to natural death, but in 
particular, the nurturing and caring 
for children. By its nature, of total 
and lifelong commitment, mar
riage is the ideal love relationship. 
Love of nature and creation is a 
means of sustaining life in its 
various forms. Life and love are 
very vulnerable and this life
giving theme can be taken up dur
ing Lent for reflection and action. 
Pope Francis: Love always gives 
life. The couple in giving them-
selves to one another, give not just 
themselves but also the reality of 
children, who are a living reflec-
tion of their love. AL165. 

God’s indulgent love always 
accompanies our human journey; 
through grace it heals and trans-
forms hardened hearts, leading 
them back to the beginning, even 
through the way of the cross. AL62.  

Loving human relationships of 
commitment and care are mirrored 

Love gives 
life

and carried forward in care for 
creation. Caring for trees and 
rhinos and yet rejecting unborn 
human life and the needs of the 
destitute and poor is not fully life-
giving. Every creature is the 
object of the Father’s tenderness. 
LS 77.      

Love and Marriage February’s 
theme can be used to focus on 
marriage, especially on World 
Marriage Day on 12 February. 
Marriage is not just for couples 
but a sacrament, that is, a sign  
for everyone in a familycentred 
parish too. 

Lent
This month’s Lenten Reflections 
and Acts of Love and Sacrifice 
can use the theme of “Love Gives 
Life” including care of creation.

Family Year Planner
Do you have your 2023 Family 
Year Planner with its overall 
focus on Our World a Family of 
Families and monthly family 
topics? Combining these with an 
environmental awareness can be 
a foundation too for parish 
planning for the year, with some 
programmes and activities and 

support for families in the 
domestic church. It can be of 
wide benefit to families and 
family ministry, youth, catechesis, 
liturgy, justice and peace and 
other parish pastoral council 
portfolios. Care of Creation – 
moving towards an integral eco
logy is a universal church call 
and can be incorporated every
where at any time. Synodality is 
about listening, sharing and 
collaborating, participation and 
communion. Our vision is Church 
as a Family and Family as a 
Church.

Family Year Planners are 
accompanied by Daily Thoughts 
based on the daily scripture read
ings with quotations from recent 
papal documents especially 
Laudato Si’, Amoris Laetitia and 
Fratelli Tutti. These are published 
on the website, Facebook and 
Twitter.

For details, suggestions and 
resources and parish promotions 
and training contact Toni and 
MARFAM at 082 5521275. 
info@marfam.org.za 
www.marfam.org.za

Toni Rowland

United with 
Christ and the 
Church

A grotto dedicated to Our Lady 
was unveiled and blessed by 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
after Mass on Sunday, 15 January 
at St Anthony’s, Coronationville. 

Designed and constructed by 
the Catholic Men’s Forum, it is 
situated in the Garden of Remem
brance which was recently 
blessed. The Forum hopes that it 
will become a place of prayer and 
devotion where the faithful can 
ask for Mary’s intercession for 
their personal needs. A beautiful 
bouquet of flowers was placed 
before the grotto as a sign of  
honour.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, Fr Vusi Nhlapo and Rev Alpheus John are 
flanked Rooi are flanked by Rooi Kruger, Deacon Alpheus John, Anthony 
Lobai and Jerome Matthews.

The blessing of a grotto

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale presides 
during the rite of blessing while  

Fr Vusi Nhlapo and Rev Alpheus 
John look on.

Husband and 
wife show affection during a 
marriage celebration in 2015.
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A brief comment from the head of the school:  
We congratulate our Matric Class of 2022. Your self-
discipline, commitment and hard work has been richly 
rewarded. We are extremely proud of every one of you 
and we wish you all the best for your future. Class of 2022, 
you have achieved excellent results, both individually and 
collectively.

Thank you to our dedicated teachers who went over 
and above the call of duty to ensure that our students 
achieved these outstanding academic results. Thank you 
to our parents for continuously supporting and encourag-
ing your daughters.

This is just the beginning – the best is yet to come. 
We look forward to following and celebrating the future 

success of the class of 2022 in their tertiary studies, in 
their chosen careers and in their personal pursuits. We 
encourage them to strive to make our world a safer, 
kinder and happier place. Above all, we wish them 
happy, purposeful, and fulfilling lives.
 
CREATING LEADERS!

MATRIC RESULTS – Class of 2022
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Congratulations Class of ’22!
Message to Matrics of 2022
Congratulations to our grade 12 class of 2022 on your superb results. We are extremely proud 
of you. Your last year of school posed many challenges as we all endeavored to ‘make up for 
lost time’. Both the academic and co-curricular programmes were intense and required a lot of 
resilience to ensure that everyone kept up with the expectations. You certainly stepped up to 
the challenge and showed true grit and perseverance all the way – and it paid off! Thank you 
for trusting your teachers and working alongside them. 

We wish everyone all the best as a new chapter begins in your lives. Continue to be  
yourselves, to explore new opportunities with courage, and to remain true to the values  
that St Angela Merici taught us: be caring, build relationships based on love and charity and 
experience strength in unity. God Bless you all. 

Mrs Loredana Borello
Head: Brescia House High School

Kate Mc Leman
9 distinctions

Tarryn Lin
8 distinctions

Shiluba Ubisa
5 distinctions

Brittany Du Toit
7 distinctions

Kayla da Silva
4 distinctions

Neo Hlohlongoane
5 distinctions

Jayda Roelofsz
7 distinctions

Teagan Vincent
7 distinctions

Dominica Torres
5 distinctions

Sydney Mansfield
7 distinctions

Michelle Zongololo
4 distinctions

Qian (Tina) Li
5 distinctions

Belekazi Mbele
4 distinctions

Luca Sampson
4 distinctions

Faeez Dada
7 distinctions

Tiyani Maswanganyi
4  distinctions

Jemi Luzinga
6 distinctions

Kholofelo Mphahlele
6 distinctions

Courtney Downes
7 distinctions

Diantha Thambiren
4 distinctions

Lara Esteves
7 distinctions

Olivia de Castro
7 distinctions

Dharsha Reddy
5 distinctions

Gemma Gauld
7 distinctions

Philippa Wood
5 distinctions

Cassady 
Krzychylkiewicz

7 distinctions

Claudia Corea
4 distinctions

Megan Moodley
7 distinctions

Gabriella Counson
4 distinctions

Sabrina Duarte
6 distinctions

Tarin Du Preez
4 distinctions

Kirsten Ford
6 distinctions

Michela Pisanti
4 distinctions

Adilaide Hwenda
6 distinctions

Helen Sauthoff
4 distinctions

Kenna Twiggs
6 distinctions

Njabulo Sibiya
4 distinctions

Tanaya Ajoodha
5 distinctions

Luyanda Thema
4 distinctions

Claire Andersen
5 distinctions

Ashley Twiggs
4 distinctions

Megan Froneman
5 distinctions

Thando Velempini
4 distinctions

Amélie Cloete
8 distinctions

Natasha Hultzer
8 distinctions

Message from our Principal: 
To all our Matrics, we, the staff, are over-
whelmed by your outstanding achievements. 
Remember the lessons that you have learned 
over the years and always be true to yourselves. 
Go out there and be great!

“The only way to do great work is to love what 
you do. If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking.  
Don't settle.” ~ Steve Jobs

Respice Stellam – Look to the Star – and God 
Bless you always.

Sacred Heart College in Johannesburg is pleased to announce a 100% 
Matric pass rate. Seven students obtained four or more distinctions - and a 
number of other Matrics made significant learning gains to meet the goals 
they set during their school journey. The College's top matriculants for 2022 
are: Faeez Dada, with seven distinctions, including 100% for Mathematics 
and an A for Further Studies Mathematics; Jemi Luzinga, with six distinc-
tions; and Zayd Fazel-Ellahi, who has five distinctions including an A for  
Further Studies Mathematics. Miles Holmes, Ntshembo Tiyani Maswan-
ganyi, Belekazi Mbele and Luca Sampson earned four distinctions each.  
A further 18 students achieved an additional 35 distinctions, translating 
into an average of about two distinctions each.

"We believe every student should have the opportunity to study further," 
explains Heather Blanckensee. "There is incredible pressure to go to univer-
sity and get a degree, but some young people may not be suited for that 
and many degrees do not adequately prepare them for the world of work. 
As the world continues to embrace the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) 
and the need for entrepreneurs, schools need to create opportunities for 
students to access different further study options if they wish, not neces-
sarily only university, and prepare parents and students to make informed 
choices about their future."

Miles Holmes
4 distinctions

Zayd Fazel-Ellahi
5 distinctions

Sacred Heart College
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College Head, David Jeffrey says: 
“Historically, St Benedict’s has produced some 
outstanding matric results and this year is 
right up there with some of the best. The boys 
have produced a stellar set of results and we 
congratulate the class of 2022 on their excel-
lent achievements.  While every boy is a suc-
cess story there are a few who really shone in 
their finals and deserve additional accolades; 

Danny Gao
11 distinctions

Keaton Muller
8 distinctions

Kelvin Wei
6 distinctions

Enrico Volo
4 distinctions

Tiago Matias
8 distinctions

Vuyo Angura
5 distinctions

Leroux De Klerk
4 distinctions

Yabsira 
Gebremichael
7 distinctions

Travis Guercio
5 distinctions

Dylan Mendes
4 distinctions

Turidu Di Bella
7 distinctions

David Zhu
5 distinctions

Matthew Liversage
4 distinctions

Nicholas Mostert
7 distinctions

Chayemba Malinga
5 distinctions

Connor Petersen
4 distinctions

Xavier Prospero
7 distinctions

Calum Le  Roux
5 distinctions

Claudio Morasutti
4 distinctions

Nicholas McDonald
7 distinctions

Daniele Patrizi
5 distinctions

Brannon Fellegi
4 distinctions

Joshua Sammons
7distinctions

Matteo Perrone
4 distinctions

Fabio De Matos
4 distinctions

Chidiebere Umah
7 distinctions

Ethan Romburgh
4 distinctions

Dilano Sá
4 distinctions

Bonolo Sekhu
6 distinctions

Max van Niekerk
6 distinctions

Joshua Adank
4 distinctions

Tinevimbo 
Nzenza

4 distinctions

Ronan Kench
6 distinctions

Thando Tshabalala
4 distinctions

Mpho Mohau
4 distinctions

Thashil Mistry
10 distinctions

many have attained results that exceeded 
their own expectations. Four boys achieved 
averages over 90% and 12 boys are among the 
country’s highest academic achievers (top 1% 
nationally within a subject). 100% of our boys 
qualify for tertiary studies. We are also cele-
brating a Bachelor Degree pass rate of 99.12% 
and our 100% pass rate has been upheld for 
an unparalleled 48th consecutive year.

The matric final results are the culmination 
of 13 years of hard work and they are a nod to 
both the boys’ unyielding efforts, their parents’ 
unequivocal support, and the determination 
of their teachers.  

Our matriculants are now on the cusp of 

the next chapter of their lives. They will join 
the other old boys who have passed through 
the gates of St Benedict’s - among them many 
notable achievers. Over the years we have pro-
duced great sportsmen, advocates, judges, 
businessmen, entrepreneurs, philanthropists 
and values-based men and we are confident 
that we will see great things from these new - 
old boys. It’s our hope that the Class of 2022 
will go on to forge happy and successful lives, 
while making the world better for their place 
in it. They have certainly been well equipped 
to move forward with confidence as they 
become the trailblazers of South Africa’s future 
success.”

Comment from the Head: Mrs Linda Galanakis
The De La Salle Holy Cross College Matrics of 2022 
have shown incredible resilience. They achieved a 
100% pass rate with every pupil attaining a 
Bachelor’s Degree pass. They set their goals and 
ensured that they reached them. Several pupils 
chose to write 8 or more subjects: Further Studies 
Mathematics, English, and Physics as well as 

De La Salle 
Holy Cross 
College

Maryvale College

German. Their perseverance and determination to 
gain an all- round education was well rewarded. I 
laud the incredible staff at De La Salle Holy Cross 
College. Each one is a highly qualified, experienced, 
dedicated educationist. With their input and wisdom, 
we can celebrate the wonderful successes of the 
Class of 2022! Matrics of 2022, you are a truly remark-
able group of young people. Congratulations!

Well done to our matric students! 
6 learners achieved an 80% 
aggregate: Ume Imo, Bonolo Sekhu, 
Jessica Badiata, Mmapula Lamola, 
Stephanie Achioso, Sanele Khumalo

2 learners achieved 6 distinctions: 
Ume Imo and Bonolo Sekhu
3 learners achieved 5 distinctions
2 learners achieved 4 distinctions
4 learners achieved 3 distinctions

Ume Imo
6 distinctions
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Summer on the other hand creates 
a mood of celebration, of reaching 
your goal, of renewal. Autumn 
prepares us for winter. Winter slows 
down our pace. It is a time to use 
stored up resources. It is a time for 
caring, a time for creating and 
preserving warmth”. 

The more prayer becomes part of 
us, the more we become enriched 
and fulfilled as persons, as human 
beings, as disciples of Christ. And so 
in the light of the regularity of the 
seasons, our entire life should be 
regulated by prayer, he said. 

The Archbishop also touched on 
the lack of new vocations. “Our 
mission to serve God and His people 
should never be frustrated or 
thwarted by the fewness of our 
numbers,” he exhorted. 

“Religious life was never intended 
to be a vocation of the multitudes. 
The religious in the Church are a 
powerful symbol of God’s presence 
amidst His people. The religious are 
the flickering light that prevents 
total darkness of the lack of faith. 
They are constant reminder that all 

the faithful are to look up to God for 
their salvation,” he elaborated. 

“And so dear friends, today we are 
most grateful to God our Father for 
raising Sr Gugu to be a visible 
symbol of His presence in our midst 
and to continue the mission of 
evangelisation amongst our people. 
And so may God grant her grace, a 
spirit of service and perseverance in 
her vocation,” he concluded.

The Archbishop, who values edu-
cation, disclosed that the Archdio-
cese will contribute towards 
Sr Gugu  lethu and Sr Kgomotso 
Majoafi CSA’s tertiary education. 

Thoko Guliwe reflected on her 
granddaughter’s journey to reli gious 
life. She said the signs were there. 
“Sr Gugulethu cultivated a good 
relationship with the Lord from a 
young age. 

“She was always humble and 
prayerful. And when she expressed 
an interest in becoming a religious, I 
was not surprised. I am proud of my 
child. I am thankful to Sr Ouma 
whom, when I informed of her call-
ing, was helpful and resourceful. 

Her maternal grandmother Esther 
Manana said to her: “I have never 
seen you angry my child. I am so 
grateful that the Lord has granted 
you the desires of your heart. May 
serving Christ always be your source 
of unending joy”. 

In her vote of thanks, the newly 
professed said,  “I am humbled to 
see you in your numbers as I say to 
the Lord, I give you my all. Your 
presence shows me that you love 
me. I am immensely grateful for 
your support”.

She went on to thank her fellow 
Sisters for their warm embrace 
throughout the years and said that 
she looked forward to serving in the 
vineyard of the Lord wholeheartedly 
in the Congregation of the Com-
panions of St Angela.

Sr Gugulethu will still be based in 
Klerksdorp where she is doing her 
pastoral work as a principal at an 
Early Childhood Development 
Centre She also serves as diocesan 
chaplain of Masolenyana a Kriste 
Morena sodality.

Lerato Mohone

Final Profession – Continued from page 1.

The faithful from St Peter’s, Jouberton rejoiced with  
Sr Gugulethu.

Sr Gugulethu is flanked by family members, Nonjabulo, 
Lindokuhle, Baby Zamahlobo and Tholakele Guliwe.

Sr Gugu radiantly smiles as the ring 
bearer processes to the altar. The ring 
marks her as the bride of Christ. 

Blessing of the symbol of final consecration – the ring. 

Brother and Sister in Christ. One of the 
sons of Holy Cross, Zola. Fr Vusumuzi 
Nhlapo congratulates Sr Gugulethu 
Manana CSA.Procession of gifts – Sr Gugulethu carries her vows to the altar. 

Sr Gugulethu 
during her vote 
of thanks.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
announcing that the  
Archdiocese will pay for  
Sr Gugulethu and  
Sr Kgomotso’s tertiary  
education.

Family members 
congratulate the 
newly professed. 

Young people from the central 
deanery gathered for the open-

Lulama Mtongwana and Baile Mara
neni were happy to see each other after 
a long time.

 

Central deanery youth opening Mass

Right: The executive committee with 
Fr Mark Muhoro (second from left) 

and Fr Mlungisi Mabe (back). 

ing Mass at Holy Angels, Bez Valley on Saturday, 14 January. The cele-
bration of the Eucharist was led by Fr Mark Muhoro and parish priest, 
Fr Mlungisi Mabe. 

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” Psalm 133:1 was the theme of the day. This was inspired by our hope 
to build the spirit of togetherness amongst ourselves. 

 Yolanda Khumalo, Youth chairperson  Central deanery

For the love of 
the Heart of Jesus
Members of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Sodality, West Deanery start-
ed the new year by inviting God to 
renew their spirit and grant them 
the strength to carry on serving 
Him and the Church. Gathered at  
St Paul of the Cross, Bekkersdal on 
Saturday, 21 January the theme of 
the day was, “Plant the Seed”.

The Eucharistic celebration was 
led by the new spiritual director, 
Fr Joshua Mpiti SCJ.

Khumo Dipheko, Matshehla Khopo, 
Lulama Mtongwana, Lee Ntlongweni 
and Thulisile Baloyi belong to various 
parishes in the West Deanery.

Veterans of the sodality and new mem
bers get wellacquainted after Mass. 
They are from left: Matshehla Khopo, 
Mvulane Mangqangwane, Thulisile 
Baloyi, Sindile Molefe, Sophy Sakala 
and Thato Moatshe.
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9th  Fr Fusi Khumalo
13th  Fr Nqobile Mzolo
14th  Fr Neil Mitchell
16th  Fr Inigo Alvarez de Toledo 
 Fr Henri Denoukouia
19th  Fr Tshepo Lekoko 
 Fr Tshepiso Lekoko
20th  Fr Paul Beukes
21st  Fr Simon Donnelly
24th  Fr Hlonepho Nqaba
26th  Fr Peter Doherty
28th  Fr Laszlo Karpati 
 Fr Aloysius Ssegwanyi

Fr Jonathan Petersen 020202
Fr Pierre Chemaly 070299
Fr Joseph Matsau 110299
Fr Ronald Houreld 130281
Fr Kelvin Banda 230219
Fr Russell Pollitt 240206

1st  Fr Malesela Dikgale
6th  Fr Gabriel Kwedho
7th  Fr Bruce Botha
9th  Fr Seonghoon Hong

The following priests and deacons celebrate their  
birthdays and anniversaries of their ordinations. 

Remember them in your prayers.

We celebrate with our priests

Ordinations

Birthdays in February

Fr Monwabisi Ntshudu says the Eucharistic prayer.

Nombulelo Ntshudu 
proclaimed the  
Second Reading. 

Rev Thuthuka Mtshali from the Archdiocese 
of Durban carries the Book of the Gospel.

Rev Monwabisi’s family presents him to the Church. 
On the left is sister Vuyiswa Nhlapho and on the right, 
shaking Archbishop Buti Tlhagale’s hand, is brother 
Luzuko Ntshudu.

Some of the priests who witnessed the ordination rite.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale anoints Rev Monwabisi 
Ntshudu with oil. 

Pictures by Sheldon Reddiar

The clergy lay prostrate during the recitation of 
the litany of saints.

Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale OMI 
delivering the 

homily.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI presents the newly-ordained Fr Mon-
wabisi Ntshudu to the congregation.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and Fr Monwabisi 
Ntshudu during the sing of peace.

 “Ever since I joined the Archdio
cese of Johannesburg in 2011, it 
has been my dream to become 
one of its priests,” so said  
Fr Monwabisi Ntshudu following 
his ordination.

This dream was realised when 
he was ordained by Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI on Saturday, 
17 December at the Cathedral.

Soon after I received my First 
Holy Communion, I joined the 
altar servers’ ministry which 
deepened my love for the 
Eucharist. Working closely with 
the priest during Mass triggered a 
deep love for the priesthood, I 
was inspired to be a priest myself.

The “Come and See” vocations 
workshops were instrumental in 
helping me discern if the priest
hood was indeed what God was 
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Priesthood dream 
comes true

Fr Oupa Matseke, newly-ordained priest, Fr Monwabisi and Br James 
Thaki who is a fourth-year Theology seminarian at St John Vianney 
Seminary, Pretoria are some of the recent vocations to out of St Pius X, 
Mofolo.

calling me to. I would advise 
young people to attend them as 
one gets to learn about what the 
priesthood and religious life 
entails. 

The scriptural quotation that  
Fr Monwabisi chose for his 
priesthood is Jeremiah 3: 15.  
“I will give you shepherds after 
my own heart.”

It was inspired by the post
Synodal apostolic exhortation 
written by St Pope John Paul II 
on priestly formation.

“Thus, I aspire to be a shepherd 
after the Heart of Jesus who will 
feed God’s flock, particularly in 
the Archdiocese with knowledge 
and understanding,” he explained. 
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Fr Jean Marie and Br Hippolyte 
enjoy a one-on-one conversation.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
show which airs on the first 
Saturday of each month on 

Radio Veritas is dedicated to 
promoting First Saturday devotion 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
the Fatima message and the Rosary. 

Our Lady of Fatima’s message to 
three shepherd children in 1917 can 
be boiled down to prayer – in 
particular, the Rosary, penance and 
reparation. To spread this message 
various events were held last year. 
These took place at Regina Mundi, 
Moroka, Mother of Mercy Shrine, 
Magaliesburg and Holy Family, 
Spruitview. The latter event 
incorporated the cele bration of the 
Feast of the Imma cu late Conception. 
Our Lady was honoured in a special 
way with beautifully arranged floral 
bouquets. Participants also came 
dressed in colours associated with 
our Mother. 

In his homily, parish priest,  

Fr Sefako Santawana spoke about 
Mary and the power of the Rosary. 
People’s personal inten tions and 
those of the needy were placed on 
the altar.

Three women who have emu-
lated the Blessed Virgin Mary by 
keeping themselves pure were 
recognised with certificates. 

Over the past few months, the 
faithful were encouraged to donate 
rosaries. Seven thousand rosaries 
have already been collected. These 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary show and Holy Family parish honoured young 
women for their purity and chastity with certificates.  Pictured are Lesedi Tsoaeli, 
Motheo Tshwagong, Fr Sefako Santawana Marcel Rantekane and Benjamin 
Mashawe “Kauli” Kubuoe.

Radio Show 
honours the 
Immaculate 
Heart of Mary

will be distributed in due course to 
people who do not own one, 
especially non-Catholics. It is our 
objective to teach people how to 
pray the rosary.

A special thank you to those who 
participated in these Marian events 
ensuring they are a success, espe-
cially Fr Sefako, Pastoral Man date, 
Fr Thomas Chuma OP, donors, the 
Shrine committee and Radio 
Veritas.

Benjamin Mashawe “Kauli” Kubuoe

Religious communities’ 
gathering

Sr Sandhya, Lawrence (aspirant), Br Godfrey, Sr Jastina, Br Thulani, Sr 
Christine, Sr Soumaya, Sr Helitiana, Sr Juliana, Br Hippolyte, Sr Jeanette 
and Fr Jean-Marie gather around the braai area ahead of the lunch.

St John the Apostle parish in 
Florida Park is enriched by 
the presence of six religious 

communities, namely; Sisters of 
Charity, Dominican Sisters, Sisters 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament of 
Jesus, Focolare Community, the 
Franciscan (Sisters) Missionaries 
of Mary and the Brothers of 
Charity.

These communities gathered 
around their parish priest, Fr Jean
Marie Kuzituka Did’ho on 27 
December, the feast of St John the 
Evangelist. What a coincidence to 
gather on this beautiful feast of our 
parish. 

The day began with the 
celebration of the Eucharist 
presided over by Fr JeanMarie 
who organised this gathering with 
the help of our community super
iors. After the Mass we congre
gated at the presbytery compound 
with its serene natural beauty of 
different kinds of plants, flowers, 
fruit trees that provided shade for 
sitting on a bright sunny day.

The day unfolded well. It was 
one with joy and gladness meeting 
each other after a long time that 

Covid19 had robbed us this 
opportunity. We shared about our 
mission experiences and chal
lenges unrushed over a braai 
accompanied by some great 
music.

Fr JeanMarie encouraged us 
to seek more ways of getting 
involved in the life of our parish 
alongside our other apostolates 
and especially the spiritual 
formation of the youth.

We missed the Focolare 
community who were on retreat 
and the Dominican Sisters. Our 
gathering was graced by the 
presence of Br Hippolyte, the 
Regional Superior of the Brothers 
of Charity.

It was a day well spent. We 
thank God for it and we look 
forward to the future with hope in 
the Lord who guides and 
strengthens us.

Sr Christine Muoki, FMM

Sr Jeanette, Sr Juliana and Sr Heli-
tiana enjoying the sun

 Little Eden CEO thanks 
donors and supporters

Little Eden Society thanks all 
donors and supporters who 

contributed towards the residents’ 
Christmas parties which took place 
on 2 and 9 December. All donations 
received contributed to a joyous 
occasion enjoyed by all our special 
angels. Father Christmas came bear-
ing gifts for all 300 residents and 
they were also treated to a delicious 
lunch as part of the celebration. 

The CEO of Little Eden Soc iety, 
Xelda Rohrbeck, expressed 
gratitude to all individuals, cor por-
ates and schools who have come 
together to ensure that the 
residents had a wonderful Christ-
mas celebration. “We are grateful for 
all the donations that we receive 
which assist Little Eden on a daily 
basis, and we are extremely thankful 
for the special donations towards 
the residents’ Christmas parties as 

they love receiving a personalised 
gift from Father Christmas. It is an 
absolute pleasure to see their eyes 
light up when they hear the bells 
ringing in the hallways of our 
Homes,” Rohrbeck said. 

A special thank you to Kids 4 A 
Cause, an international non-profit 
organisation in Tampa, Florida, 
completely run and managed by 
four young people – originally born 
in South Africa, who also 
contributed towards the Christmas 
activities from across the shores. 

Furthermore, Xelda expressed 
gratitude to the community of 
Bedfordview, Edenvale, Kempton 
Park and across Gauteng for the 

donations, gifts, and various 
initiatives undertaken on behalf of 
the Society such as the annual 
Mamba Charity Drive which Little 
Eden benefited from during the 
month of December. Xelda 
extended Christmas greetings and 
blessings to all, and a prosperous 
2023. 

Little Eden is home to 300, 
mostly previously abandoned, 
children and adults with profound 
intellectual disability.  For more 
information about Little Eden 
Society, please visit  
www.littleeden.org.za 

Gaahele Mokgoro, Public Relations 
and Communications Coordinator

Birthday blessings 
for Fr Bonga

Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI prayed over 
and blessed Fr Bonga Mkhize OMI 
at end of Mass on the occasion of 
his birthday on Sunday, 15 January 
at St Peter Claver, Pimville. The 
parishioners also joined in praying 
for their parish priest and wished 
him well.                 Gabriel Selamolele
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He lectured on dogmatic and 
fundamental theology at various 
colleges in Germany from 1959 
to 1969. In the last year he held 
the Chair of dogmatics and 
history of dogma at the Univers
ity of Regensburg, where he 
was also VicePresident of the 
University.

From 1962 to 1965, he made a 
notable contribution to Vatican II 
as an “expert”; being present at 
the Council as theological 
advisor to Cardinal Joseph 
Frings, Archbishop of Cologne.

His intense scientific activity 
led him to important positions at 
the service of the German 
Bishops’ Conference and the 
International Theological 
Commission.

In 1972, he cofounded the 
theological journal “Communio” 
together with Hans Urs von 
Balthasar, Henri de Lubac and 
other distinguished theologians.

On 28 May 1977, he was 
consecrated as Archbishop of 
Munich and Freising, choosing 
the episcopal motto: “Fellow 

Worker in the Truth”. A month 
later, Paul VI made him a 
Cardinal during the Consistory.

A leading theologian who took 
part in the Second Vatican 
Council, he rose to worldwide 
prominence after his appointment 
as Prefect of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith.  The 
role earned him the nickname, 
“God’s Rottweiler” from the 
media for his uncompromising 
stance of Catholic teaching in the 
face of open resistance within the 
Church and growing indifference 
to the faith in Western society at 
large. 

However, those who knew the 
German Shepherd well regarded 
him as a gentle and modest man 
of the Church who was blessed 
with a scholarly mind and 
defended the truths of the faith 
with clarity and power.

He was also recognised for his 
humility and gentleness as well 
as for his many talents.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI’s 
reign lasted exactly seven years, 
ten months and nine days.

It began on 19 April 2005 and 
ended on 28 February 2013. 
Citing his advanced age and lack 
of strength as unsuitable for the 

”Cat-holic” – The German 
Shepherd made no secret of his love 

for cats and would often be seen 
petting them. 

Credit: CNS/L’Osservatore Romano

exercise of his office, he became 
the first pope to resign since 
Gregory XII in 1415. 

Although his papacy was a lot 
shorter than that of his predeces
sor, St John Paul II, it was still a 
busy and momentous one.

In those nearly eight years, 
Benedict carried out 24 Apos
tolic Visits abroad; participated 
in three World Youth Days and a 
World Meeting of Families; 
wrote three encyclical letters, an 
Apostolic Constitution, three 
Apostolic Exhortations; sum
moned four Synods; named 84 
cardinals; proclaimed 45 saints 
and 855 blessed, among them his 
predecessor, Pope John Paul II.

A key theme of his pontificate 
was his desire to bring “God 
back to the centre” in a world 
where he said “the faith is in 
danger of dying out” (Letter to 
the bishops of the whole world 
– 10 March 2009). He also often 
stressed the need to purify the 
Church.

Benedict’s papacy was marked 
by efforts at ecclesiastical, intel
lectual, and spiritual renewal, 
including confronting relativism 
and secularism, combatting the 
scourge of clergy sexual abuse, 

pushing for liturgical reform, and 
promoting further an authentic 
interpretation of the Second 
Vatican Council.

The Vatican announced his 
death on Saturday, 31 December. 

He was buried where the 
remains of his great friend, Pope 
John Paul II once rested, after the 
funeral Mass celebrated by Pope 
Francis in St Peter’s Square on 
5 January. 

Five interesting facts about 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

1. He was a cat person
 The former pontiff loved 

animals, especially felines. 
Jeanne Perego, the author of a 
child ren’s biography of the life 
of Benedict XVI through the 
eyes of a cat, described him a 
true “Catholic”. He never 
passed by a cat without 
caressing it.

2. A licensed pilot
 Benedict XVI had a pilot’s 

license, and liked to fly the 
papal helicopter from the 
Vatican to his papal summer 
residence at Castel Gandolfo. 
However, he never had a 
driver’s license because he 

never learned to drive.
3. His famous red shoes
 When Pope Benedict XVI 

resigned in 2013, he stepped 
down as the bishop of Rome – 
and out of his famous red 
leather shoes.

    During his reign as pope, 
Benedict’s unusuallooking 
rubyred footwear became 
something of a trademark, 
inspiring the media to call him 
a “fashionista” and to name 
him “accessoriser of the year.” 
His choice of shoes stood out 
because his predecessor and 
successor – St John Paul II and 
Pope Francis – opted for 
alternatives. But popes have 
walked in red for centuries.

4. A polyglot
 Benedict XVI was fluent in 

German, English, Italian, 
French, Spanish, classical 
Latin, and could also speak 
some Portuguese.

5. A pianist of note
 Pope Benedict XVI was an 

accomplished pianist with a 
love for music that centred 
around Mozart and Bach.

Compiled by Lerato Mohone

Pope Emeritus Benedict XII’s 
abridged profile – continued from 
page 1.

Pope Benedict XVI celebrates 
Mass at the Marienfeld in 
Kerpen, Germany on 21 August 
2005 as part of World Youth 
Day.
(Photo: Pool).

Cardinal Mauro Gambetti solemnly incenses the corpse of Benedict XVI. He 
was buried in the same crimson papal he wore for Mass at World Youth Day 
2008 in Sydney

He was buried where the remains of his great friend, Pope John Paul II 
once rested, after the funeral Mass celebrated by Pope Francis in St Peter’s 
Square on 5 January.

Pope Benedict XVI is helped by his top aide Archbishop Georg Gäns-
wein put on his red mantle after arriving in St Peter’s Square to lead 
the weekly audience on 30 November 2005. 
Picture Reuters/Maxi Rossi

 Benedict was given the term 
‘fashionista’ for his red 

shoes. Far from a fashion 
statement, red symbolises 

martyrdom and the Passion 
of Christ in the Catholic 

faith. In this case, they 
signify the pope following in 

the footsteps of Christ.

Pope Benedict XVI blesses the faith-
ful as he arrives in St Peter’s Square 
at the Vatican to bless the nativity 
scene on 31 December 2011.


